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	A LEVEL SUBJECT COMBINATIONS
	Which GCSE subjects will I need to then go on and take that subject at A Level?

	A Level
	GCSE subject
	Note
	Ancient History
	Useful: Ancient History, English Language, English Literature, History
	Art
	Required: Art
	Useful: Design and Technology
	In very particular circumstances, students who have not taken GCSE Art may be permitted to take A Level Art and should speak to the Head of Department.
	Biology
	Required: Maths,
	Biology
	Business*
	Useful: English Language, English Literature, Maths, History, Geography
	The ability to analyse and produce fluent, sustained writing are key skills, coupled with a strong level of numeracy.
	Chemistry
	Required: Maths,
	Chemistry
	Computer Science
	Required: Maths
	Useful: Computer Science
	Students who have not done Computer Science GCSE should speak to the Head of Department as some catch-up programming may be needed.

	A Level
	Note
	Drama
	Recommended: Drama
	Useful: Art, English Language, English Literature, History, Music
	Economics*
	Recommended: Maths
	Useful: English Language, English Literature, Geography, History, Additional Maths
	Achievement in certain Maths skills is useful but so is the ability to produce fluent, sustained writing. Geography also covers useful, relevant skills and knowledge.
	English Literature
	Recommended: English Language, English Literature
	Useful: Ancient History, Drama, History
	French
	Required: French
	Useful: English Language, English Literature, Any other Modern Foreign Language, Latin
	Geography
	Required: Geography (see note)
	Useful: English Language, English Literature, Biology
	In very particular circumstances, students who haven’t done the GCSE may be permitted to take the A Level and you should speak to the Head of Department.
	German
	Required: German
	Useful: English Language, English Literature, Latin, Any other Modern Foreign Language

	A Level
	Note
	Government and Politics*
	Useful: English Language, English Literature, History
	The ability to analyse and produce lengthy sustained writing are key skills for this subject.
	Greek
	Required: Greek
	Useful: Other Ancient or Modern Languages
	History
	Required: History
	Useful: Ancient History, English Language, English Literature, Geography, Philosophy & Theology
	In very particular circumstances, students who haven’t done the GCSE may be permitted to take the A Level and you should speak to the Head of Department. A strong performance in English would be expected.
	Latin
	Required: Latin
	Useful: Other Ancient or Modern Languages
	Maths
	Required: Maths
	Useful: Additional Maths
	Students need to be good at algebra as this undermines much of the A Level course. A thorough understanding of all topics at GCSE is helpful.
	Further Maths
	Required: Maths at grade 8 or above
	Recommended: Additional Maths
	Students who have not done Additional Maths will be expected to work on Maths over the summer holiday before starting the A Level course. This is a fast paced subject and students need to be particularly strong in algebra.
	Music
	Required: Music
	In very particular circumstances, students who haven’t done the GCSE may be permitted to take the A Level and you should speak to the Head of Department.

	A Level
	Note
	Philosophy*
	Recommended: Either Philosophy & Theology (RS) or History
	Useful: English Language, English Literature, Maths
	Philosophy is about thinking in a logical and metaphysical manner. Candidates should have a strong set of GCSE grades in essay based subjects, and be able to tackle logical problems such as those found in Maths.
	Physics
	Required: Maths,
	Physics
	Useful: Additional Maths, Design and Technology, Electronics, Computer Science
	Whilst possible, it is not recommended that Physics A Level is studied without
	A Level Maths, as the omission of Maths means students cannot generally go on to study Physics or Engineering at university.
	Product Design and Engineering
	Required: Maths
	Recommended: Design and Technology
	Useful: Art, Electronics, Computer Science, English Language, English Literature, Geography, Physics
	The A Level builds on the GCSE so students who have not done Design and Technology GCSE may be at a disadvantage but can still be successful if they have the right approach.
	Psychology*
	Recommended: Maths
	Useful: English Language,
	English Literature,
	Biology
	The ability to analyse and produce fluent, sustained writing are key skills, coupled with a strong level or numeracy.
	Religious Studies
	Recommended: Religious Studies
	Useful: Ancient History, English Language, English Literature, Geography, History
	An ability to argue effectively and analyse arguments is required. You should also show competence in structured and extended writing through good GCSE grades in relevant subjects.
	Spanish
	Required: Spanish
	Useful: English Language, English Literature, Any other Modern Foreign Language, Latin

	ANCIENT HISTORY
	Exam board: OCR Ancient History H407
	What will I study?
	In the Lower Sixth, there is a detailed study of the wars (and diplomacy) between Greeks and Persians, and the increasingly fraught relations between the Greek states, culminating in the 30 years of the Peloponnesian War. We study the establishment by Augustus of a military dictatorship and its evolution under the other Julio-Claudian emperors. In the Upper Sixth, we focus on Athens in greater detail, studying the workings of the democracy and the development of Athenian culture during the 5th century BC. While, in Rome we study the late Republic, focusing on the causes for its collapse: the violence, corruption and competition between the various military leaders.

	What skills will I acquire?
	Constructing a written argument
	Academic discussion skills
	Analysis of text and modern interpretations
	Evaluation of the usefulness and reliability of evidence
	Reading difficult texts (in translation)
	Do you offer any extension activities?


	How will I be examined?
	Component
	Assessment
	Content
	Paper 1: Greek History
	(50%)
	2 hour 30 minutes written exam
	Period study (essay + interpretations question): relations between Greek states, and Greek states and non-Greek states from 492-404 BC
	Depth study (source criticism + essay): Politics and Culture of Athens
	Paper 2: Roman History
	(50%)
	2 hour 30 minutes written exam
	Period study (essay + interpretations question): The Julio-Claudian emperors
	Depth study (source criticism + essay): The breakdown of the Late Republic 88-31 BC


	ART
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	BIOLOGY
	Exam board: AQA Biology 7402
	What will I study?
	Students will gain an understanding of how the natural world works and how our interactions can affect it. The course is academically challenging bridging the gap between GCSE Biology and the start of a degree. The course has a strong experimental base. Topics range from Biochemistry and Molecular Biology through to Ecology and Conservation.

	What skills will I acquire?
	Problem solving techniques
	Data analysis
	Practical and experimental skills
	Research skills
	Do you offer any extension activities?


	How will I be examined?
	Component
	Assessment
	Content
	Paper 1 (35%)
	2 hour written exam
	Biological Molecules, Cells and Microscopy, Immunology, Transport and Exchange, Genetic, Information and Variation, Speciation and Biodiversity
	Paper 2 (35%)
	2 hour written exam
	Respiration and Photosynthesis, Receptors, Nerves and Homeostasis, including Diabetes, Genetics, Population dynamics, Control of Gene Regulation, Modern Biochemical techniques
	Paper 3 (30%)
	2 hour written exam
	Synoptic questions covering any content, Conceptual and theoretical understanding of experimental methods
	Practical endorsement
	This is internally assessed via the completion of core practical activities and is certified separately, alongside the A Level grade.


	BUSINESS STUDIES
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	CHEMISTRY
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	COMPUTER SCIENCE
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	DRAMA AND THEATRE
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?
	Component
	Assessment
	Content
	Devising (40%)
	Devised practical piece, portfolio. Internally assessed, externally moderated
	Devising – In groups of 3 – 6, Centre choice of a key extract (10 mins playing time) from a performance text and a theatre practitioner as stimuli. A 3000-word portfolio

	Group piece and monologue (20%)
	Practical exam, externally assessed
	A group performance from one key extract from a text (3 – 6 people, 20 – 45 minutes) and a monologue (2 – 3 minutes) performance.

	Written paper (40%)
	2 hours 30 minutes written exam, externally assessed
	Section A - Live Theatre Evaluation (20 marks)

	Section B – Realising a Performance text – Contemporary text from List A (36 marks)    Section C – Interpreting a performance text – Study and interpretation of a text from List B and a second practitioner.

	ECONOMICS
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	ENGLISH LITERATURE
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	FRENCH
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	GEOGRAPHY
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	GERMAN
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	GREEK
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	HISTORY
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	LATIN
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	MATHS
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	FURTHER MATHS
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	MUSIC
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	PHILOSOPHY
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	PHYSICS
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Problem solving techniques
	Mathematical modelling
	Practical skills
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?


	PRODUCT DESIGN & ENGINEERING
	What will I study?
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	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	PSYCHOLOGY
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	RELIGIOUS STUDIES
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?

	SPANISH
	What will I study?
	What skills will I acquire?
	Do you offer any extension activities?
	How will I be examined?


