
A feast of 
fiction for 
the festive 
season

‘Tis the season… 
for feasting on 
some fantastic 
fiction!



Christmas crime Festive fun

Seasonal science fiction

1666. As the Great 

Fire consumes 
everything in its path, 
and as the embers 

smoulder the body of 
a man is found in the 

ruins of St Paul's -
stabbed in the neck, 
thumbs tied behind 

his back. And a 
woman is on the 

run…

Expelled from Oxford, 
Paul Pennyfeather finds 
himself in  the position 
of schoolmaster at 
Llanabba Castle, 
alongside an assortment 
of misfits, including 
Prendy (plagued by 
doubts) and Captain 
Grimes, who is always in 
the soup (or just plain 
drunk).

Nuclear war has 
devastated the world, 
bringing with it a 
host of genetic 
mutations. In the 
bleak, primitive 
society that has 
emerged from its 
ruins, any sign of 
deviation is 
ruthlessly rooted out 
and destroyed. 

Fireside fantasy

Oxford, 1836. At its 
centre is Babel, the 
Royal Institute of 
Translation. It seemed 
like paradise to Robin 
Swift. Until it became a 
prison... but can a 
student stand against 
an empire?



With best wishes from 
the English department 

and the Library

With best wishes for 

Christmas and the New Year

From the English Department 

and the Library 


