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HerRoyalHighnessThePrincessRoyalvisitedAbingdonSchoolonFriday15Septemberto
turnthefirstturfofthefoundationsfortheSchool’snew£8millionsportscomplexandto
unveilaplaquecommemoratingthepast750years.HerRoyalHighness,whospentnearly
an hour and a half at the School,met representatives of thewhole School community
duringhervisit.

RoyalVisit

OutWitha
Bang!
The end of twelve months of
750th anniversary celebrations
wasmarkedwithaGrandeFinale
concert in the Amey Theatre,
followed by a huge firework
displayonUpperFieldorganised
by the School’s ceramicist, Andy
Glass.Alargecrowdofboarders,
parentsandneighbourswatched
the display, which strong winds
and driving rain had earlier put
indoubt.
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Bestsellingauthor,RobertHarris,offeredanintriguing
lookatoneofRome’sgreatestorators,Cicero,anddrew
interestingparallelsbetweenthepoliticsoftodayand
thoseoftheAncientWorldwhenhecametotheSchool
on4Octobertotalkabouthislatestbook,Imperium.

Anexhibitionof
theworkofportrait
painterWilliam
Boxall,OA1817,
accompanieda
talkbytheDirector
oftheNational
PortraitGallery,
SandyNairne,on
27November.
Sandy,whose
brotherJamesis
HeadofArt,spoke
aboutstylesin
portraitureoverthe
last150years.

News

TheambitiousplantotakeoverLondon’sLyricTheatreinShaftesburyAvenueon3Decembertoprovideashowcase
forAbingdon’sdramatictalent–past,presentandfuture–wasatriumphantsuccess.Theshowconsistedofastring
ofextractsfromSchooldramaproductionsincludingInesdeCastroandSweenyToddfromthepast,CoveredinLoveand
acomedyskitfromFxP2fromthepresentandasforthefuture,theaudiencesawanextractfromTheTamingofthe
Shrew,whichwillbeperformedlaterthisterm.Theeveningreachedathrillingclimaxwithacomplicatedmagictrick
involvingtheHeadmaster,severalswordsandalargebox.

AbingdonintheWestEnd

RobertHarris SandyNairne

Duringthesummerholidays,
seventeenmembersofthisyear’s
WorldChallengeexpeditionwent
toPeru,travellingfromthecityof
LimatoIquitosviatheAmazonrain
forestandtheCordilleraBlanca
mountainrange.Closeencounters
withtarantulas,anacondas,
crocodilesandpiranhaswere
amongsomeoftheadventures
theymetontheirway.During
thevisitthegroupredecoratedan
infantschoolandamedicalcentre
inLaJaica.

DeepestPeru

SandyandJamesNairne
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TheSchool’sbiennialsponsoredwalkon20Septemberraisedmorethan
£23,00forthreecharities:HelenandDouglasHouse,whichofferendof
lifeandrespitecaretochildrenandyoungpeople;thecharityAgape,that
workswithyoungpeopleinMoldova,thepoorestcountryinEurope,and
LandmineDisabilitySupport,basedinCambodia,acharitythatoffers
supporttolandminevictimsandtheirfamilies.

CharityWalk

TheArmysectionoftheSchoolCCFparadedthroughthestreetsof
AbingdonwiththeRoyalGloucester,BerkshireandWiltshireLightInfantry
whentheRegimenttookitsfarewellofthetownon12October.The
RGBWLIwillbecomepartofthenewregiment,TheRifles,whenitis
formedinFebruary.

RemoteControl

FarewellParade
ThebiennialSchoolphotographwas
organisedwithmilitaryprecisionlast
term.Morethanathousandboysand
stafffromAbingdonandJosca’s,were
martialledintorankstobecapturedon
filmforposterity.

School
Photograph

ResidentsofLadyEleanorCourt,
OldStationHouseandCygnetCourt,
togetherwithmembersofboththe
OlderandBolderClubandthe
congregationsofStHelen’sand
StMichael’schurches,wereinvitedto
teabyboysfromtheMiddleandUpper
Schoolwhohadbeenvisitingthemin
theirhomesduringtheterm.

Community
ChristmasParty

This
photograph
oftheCrab
Nebula,M1
–6,300light
yearsaway
fromEarthand
firstobserved
byChinese
andArab
astronomers

in1054AD–wastakenbytheLower
6physicsset,P2,on10November
whentheytookcontroloftheFaulkes
telescopeinHawaii.Thetwo-metre
telescope,togetherwithitsdata,is
madeaccessibletoschools,colleges
andmuseumsviatheinternet.
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Award-winninganimator,GeoffDunbar,gaveafascinatinglecture
attheSchoolon17November,tracingthedevelopmentofhis
ownpassionforanimationbyshowingextractsfromfilmsthathad
influencedhim.GeoffhasbeenworkinginpartnershipwithSirPaul
McCartneysince1981whenhedirectedRuperttheFrog.Acopyof
HighintheClouds,writtenbyGeoffDunbarincollaborationwithPhilip
AgarghandPaulMcCartneyandsignedbyallthree,wasraffledtoraise
moneyfortheAFU’sprojecttohelplandminevictimsinCambodia.

AnEveningofAnimation

ChristmasGalaConcert

TheGrandeFinaleChristmasConcerton7December
wassoldoutweeksinadvance.Onthenight,acapacity
audienceheardfineperformancesfromtheBrassBand,
whoplayedawonderfulrenditionofWhiteChristmas,
theBigBand,whoserepertoireincludedsomebrilliant
jazzimprovisationsbyavarietyofsoloistsandtheFirst
Orchestra,whichaccompaniedDavisRidley(violin)and
HenryScarlett(viola)inMozart’sSymphonyno.40in
Gminor.

HavingrecentlyreturnedfromtheirtourofChina,the
School’schamberorchestraperformedinaspecialconcert
atthehistoricUnicornTheatreon29September.The
theatrewasbuiltin1952inoneoftheraresurvivingparts
ofAbingdonAbbeyand,withacapacityofjust
eighty-eight,itprovedtobeanattractivelyintimatevenue
inwhichtoenjoysomeofAbingdon’sfinestmusicians.

ArtExhibition
TheCharlesMaudeRoomwastransformedintoan
exhibitionspaceforaweekduringNovembertodisplaythe
workoftheartistPaulHobbs.Paul’swork,whichisvisually
variedandthoughtprovoking,wasusedasafocusforclass
discussionsduringtheweek.

UnicornConcert

TheMagicFlute

Inrecognitionofthe250thanniversaryofthebirthof
Mozart,theSchoolstagedtwoimpressiveperformances
ofTheMagicFluteintheAmeyTheatreon30November
and1December.GuyCutting,TimWestandTomBennett
playedTamini,PapagenoandSarastrowiththefemaleroles
beingtakenbygirlsfromStHelen’s.
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Rugby
Asuccessfulrugbyseasonlast
termsawtheSchoolwin62%
ofits145matches.Therewere
goodwinsforthe1stXVagainst
Bedford,MagdalenCollegeSchool,
PangbourneandMarlborough,and
fortheSeniorColtswho,although
theylosttoBedford,notonly
beatMagdalenCollegeSchool,
PangbourneandMarlboroughbut
alsotheOratory,BedfordModern,
StEdward’sandRadley.

1stXVResults:

Oratory L 3 – 9
StPaul’s L 8 – 13
KinghamHill W 52 – 0
Bedford W 12 – 10
MCS W 17 – 12
Stowe L 16 – 25
Pangbourne W 18 – 8
BedfordModern L 3 – 7
RGSHighWycombe L 5 – 12
StEdward’s L 3 – 26 
Radley L 3 – 12
Marlborough W 10 – 0

BoatClub
TheBoatClubachieveditsbest-ever
resultsattheHeadoftheCharles
RegattainBostonovertheOctober
halfterm.Thesecondcrewcame
37thoverallwhilstthefirstcrew
finished11th.Theywerecompeting
against80crewsdrawnfromtopUS
andBritishschoolsaswellasfromUS
university‘Freshmen’crews.Rated
amongtheschoolcrews,Abingdon
finished4th.

CrossCountry
Abingdon’sten-strongCrossCountry
teambeat1,200fellowcompetitors
towinthePrince’sTrust10KRunheld
atWindsoron15October.Atthe
BlenheimPalace10KRuninSeptember,
PhilipHatzisfinshedsecondoutofa
fieldofmorethan1,300runners.

Sailing

Afterhiswinattheendofseason
championshipsatGrafhamWater,
GuyStephennowholds1stplacein
theGBU15rankingsforhisclass,and
hasbeenselectedforthenational
transitionalyouthsquad.BothGuy
andfellowAbingdonsailorTom
Altmannwereselectedforateamthat
came12thincompetitionagainsttop
universityandGreatBritainsailing
teams.

GuyStephenandTomAltmann
intraining
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Thefirstweekoftermwasspentinaflurry
ofpreparation.Threedaysbeforethe
PrincessRoyal’svisitthestonecarver,Alec
Peever,arrivedtofixacommemorative
plaquetotheeastwalloftheLibrary.
Carvedout
ofWelsh
slateand
gildedwith
goldleaf,
theheraldic
symbolson
theplaque
represent
peopleand
institutions
thathave
playeda
significant
partinthe
School’s
history.

At10.20,severalminutesearlier
thanexpected,theroyalhelicopter

toucheddownonUpperField.

TheLordLieutenantofOxfordshire,HugoBrunner,
greetedThePrincessRoyalonherarrival.

Asasouvenirofhervisit,
HerRoyalHighnesswas
presentedwithtwo750th
anniversarycommemorative
mugsbyJaredKangwana,
oneoftheHeadsofSchool.

OvercoffeeintheCharles
MaudeRoom,thePrincess
metparents,OAs,teaching
andsupportstaffandboth
seniorandjuniorboys.

At11.40,theHeadmasterandtheChairmanofthe
Governors,RichardDick,badefarewelltotheirroyal
visitorwhowentontovisitthetownofAbingdonas
partoftheir450thanniversarycelebrations.

TheHeadmasterhaving
declaredahalfholidayin
honourofthePrincess’s
visit,HeadofSchool,William
Stockdale,calledforthree
cheersforHerRoyalHighness.
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...HerRoyalHighnesswasescorteduptoWaste
Court,thesiteofthenewsportscomplex,where
shewasintroducedtomembersofthegrounds
and maintenance staff and to representatives
fromtheSchool’ssportsteams.

ThePrincessRoyalwasinvited
toturnthefirstturfforthe
foundations.

At11.30theSchoolassembledtowatch
HerRoyalHighnessunveiltheplaque
commemoratingour750thanniversary.

TheroyalpartyreturnedtotheSchoolat1pmforthefinaldeparturefromAbingdon.

OvercoffeeintheCharles
MaudeRoom,thePrincess
metparents,OAs,teaching
andsupportstaffandboth
seniorandjuniorboys.

Throughouthervisit,
ThePrincessRoyal
wasintroducedto
membersoftheSchool
community.Hereshe
meetsAdamJenkins
andsomeofthenew
1stYearboyswho
wereinvolvedinteam
buildingactivitieson
WasteCourtField.

At11.40,theHeadmasterandtheChairmanofthe
Governors,RichardDick,badefarewelltotheirroyal
visitorwhowentontovisitthetownofAbingdonas
partoftheir450thanniversarycelebrations.

AfterinspectingaGuardofHonourformed
bytheSchool’sCombinedCadetForce...
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TheAbingdonSchoolSociety(TASS)istheparentbodythatsupportstheSchool’saimofeducatingboysinasfulla
senseaspossible.ItraisesmoneytosupportOtherHalfactivitiesandallparentsareautomaticallymembers.TASS
ismadeupofvarioussub-divisions,inparticulartheFriendsofAbingdonSchoolBoatClub,Touchliners(theparents’
supportgroupforrugbyatAbingdon)andtheGriffenBallcommittee.

TheMusicSocietyisalsoaveryactiveandworthwhilecommitteeandhereAlysonMasongivesyouaninsightinto
whatbeingamemberentails.

TheMusicSociety
‘Fartooeruditeforme’and‘I’dbecompletelyoutofmydepth’weremyfirstreactionswhenIlearntthatAbingdon
hadaMusicSociety.Somehow,though,IfoundmyselfsittingaroundatableinaMusicTechnologyroomonthe
eveningofthefirstdayoftermalittlewhileago.IthinkMrStintonmusthavehadsomethingtodowithit!

Thoseinitialreactionswerecompletelyerroneous.TheactivemembersoftheMusicSocietycompriseMrStintonand
aconviviallittlebandofparentswhomeetonceaterm.Whilstwedospendsometimediscussingmatterssuchas
musicbursariesforpupils,wealsosortoutmoremundanethingsliketherotaforservingdrinksatschoolconcerts.
Asignificantissuerecentlywaswhetherplasticcupsorglassesshouldbeused;wetrustthatthoseofyouwhohave
experiencedthepleasureofimbibingfromglassesapproveofthechange.

WhatcanbeguaranteedthroughactivemembershipoftheMusicSocietyisasprinklingoflightheartednessrunning
throughtheseevenings(andaglassofwine,ifyouaresoinclined),alongwiththesatisfactionofsupportingwhat,I
feelsureweallagree,isanextremelyhardworkingandsuccessfuldepartment.Pleasegiveusatry!

OpenDay
success

OpenDay,heldinSeptember,
provedtobeagoodfundraising
eventwithwellover£1,200
(raisedbyTASSmembersserving
lunchandrefreshments)goingto
theTASScoffers.

Second-hand
UniformShop
Openinghours12.15–1.15

Saturday 13January
Wednesday 17January
Saturday 3February
Wednesday 7February
Saturday 24February
Wednesday 28February
Saturday 17March
Wednesday 21March

Datesfor
theDiary
Parents’eveningsforthisterm:
(pleaserememberthatcomplimentary
refreshments,includingahotmeal
anddrinks,areservedbymembers
ofTASS–idealforthoseattending
straightfromwork).

5thyear–Tues30January
3rdyear–Mon19February
2ndyear–Tues27February

16January–TASSExecutive
Committeemeeting7.45for8pmin
theChrist’sHospitalRoom,Mercer’s
Court.Allwelcome!

20January–BurnsNightcelebration
intheelegantchambersofOxford
TownHallwithchampagne,haggis,
bagpipes,tattiesandneaps,songsand
merrydancing.

20January–OpenDay9.30–12.30

20January–RowersTeaattheBoat
Houseforparentsandboysinvolved
inrowing.

17March–BoatClubdinnerinthe
DiningRoom7.30

ForthcomingeventinMay
–datepending–
TASSQuiznightforparents.

GetQuizzical!
You’vegottobeinittowinitsoif
youhaven’talreadydonesonow
isthetimetofillinthefunTASS
ChristmasQuizthataccompaniedthe
Headmaster’smailinginDecember.

There’snochargetoenterandthe
winnerofthemostcorrectanswers
willreceive£50.Ifthereisatiethen
thewinnerwillbepickedatrandom.
Allentriesshouldbesenttothe
Headmaster’sofficebySaturday20
January2007.

Goodluck!

Dropanote

Suchhasbeenthesuccessofthe
AbingdonChristmascardthatwehave
decidedtoprintsomeofficialAbingdon
Schoolnotelets(pleaseseepicture
above).Thesewillbeavailableinthe
Springandwewillprovidemoredetails
inthenextnewsletter.
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AbingdonJuniorSchool-Josca’s

Twickenham
TheJosca'sColts'A'rugbysquadeagerlyawaitedtheir
opportunitytostepontoTwickenham'shallowedturfon
December12th,whentheyappearedattheOxfordand
CambridgeVarsitymatch.Theyreceivedafewwelcome
tipsandencouragementfromamanwhoalsohadgreat
expectationsofthebigday,KevinBrennan,theOxford
UniversityRugbyCaptain,whoistobetheAbingdon
SchoolDirectorofRugbyfromSeptember2007.

TheJosca'sPre-prepDepartmentproudlyperformedJesus'
ChristmasPartyendingthe50thAnniversaryCelebrationswith
aflourish.AlltheboysfromYearR,1and2wereinvolved,
withmusicalensemblessupportingthecolourfulactors.

ConcertPlatform

Thenewlyformedchessclubhostedtheir
firstfixturelasttermagainstStHugh's.

Josca'sDevelopmentForgesAhead

TheConcertPlatformtakesplaceoncea
monthandisopentoallperformers.

NativityPlay

Theexcitementofanticipationisgrowingasthetwomajordevelopmentsofa
classroomblockandsportshalltakeonaclearphysicalshapeatthebackofthe
school.Theroofsarealmostonandthebuilderswillsoonbemovingontothe
internalfinishing.Weareveryconfidentthatallournewfacilitieswillbeinfulluse
atthestartoftheacademicyearin2007.Inordertoofferthewholecommunity
anopportunitytohelpwithandtakeashareinthedevelopment,anappealtohelp
outwiththeinternalfittingsandequipmentwillbelaunchedintheSpringTerm.
ForfurtherinformationabouttheAppealpleasecontacthm@joscas.org.uk.

ChessClub
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WHRichardson
OA1847
Muchofthesuccessofthe750th
anniversarycelebrationscanbe
attributedtoWHRichardson
whodiedin1909.Withouthim
ourknowledgeoftheSchool
from1563to1900wouldhave
disappearedinmuchthesame
wayasthehistoryoftheearly
centurieshasdone.Richardson
compiledadraftregisterofthe
Schoolwhichhedonatedtothe
BodleianLibraryalongwithother
manuscripts.Healsocollected
anddonatedtotheSchool
numerousphotographsand
books,whichallmakeapriceless
contributiontoourknowledgeof
thepast.

1895,WHRichardson,backrowsecondfrom
right,withtheOAcricketteamonUpperField

APottbyAnyOtherName
Forsomeyearsnowtheidentityofoneoftheportraitsinthe
DiningHallhasbeenthesubjectofdispute:wasitEdmund
Harper,actingHeadmasterfrom1868–1870,orperhaps
EdgarSummers,Headmaster1870–1883,orcouldithave
beenAlfredPott,ArchdeaconofBerkshireandChairmanof
theGoverningBody1866-1902whosefamilywereknownto
havedonatedaportraittotheSchoolin1908?

AchancevisittothechurchofSt.Agatha,Brightwell-cum-
Sotwell,uncoveredthisphotographofoneoftheirvicars,the
Revd.AlfredPottandthecaseappearstohavebeensolved!

TheHistoryoftheChurchofAbingdon,
aneweditionandtranslation
byProfessorJohnHudsonofthe
UniversityofStAndrews,willbe
publishedbyOUPinJanuary.To
celebratethisevent,ahalf-day
conferencehasbeenorganisedfor
Saturday19May.Theevent,tobe
heldintheAbbeybuildings,willbring
togetheradistinguishedgroupof
researcherswhohaveallbeeninvolved
inrecentstudiesoftheAbbey.

Tickets:£5
AbingdonSchoolBoxOffice
01235849063Mon–Fri9am–1pm
term-timeonly
arts.sec@abingdon.org.uk

Programme:

14.00 RogerThomas
 (EnglishHeritage)
 Welcomeandintroduction

14.10 DrHelenaHamerow
 (InstituteofArchaeology, 
 Oxford)
 TheArchaeologyofthe 
 Abingdonarea:
 5th-7thcenturiesAD.

14.40 TimAllen
 (OxfordArchaeology)
 AbingdonanditsAbbey 
 –recentarchaeological
 investigations

15.30 Tea

16.00 DrJohnBlair
 (TheQueen’sCollege, 
 Oxford)
 AbingdonAbbeyinthe
 Anglo-SaxonThamesValley

16.45 ProfessorJohnHudson
 (UniversityofStAndrews)
 TheHistoryoftheChurchof
 Abingdon

17.30 Receptionandbooklaunch

PhotographofRevd.AlfredPottin
Brightwell-cum-Sotwell

NewLightonEarlyAbingdon
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Professional
DevelopmentAwards
The2006recipientswere:TomDarton(1996),
PeterDominey(1984),DanielHigazi(1997),
WilliamHorwitz(2003),TomRichards(1997),
andLucyEden(1982).
Ifyouwouldlikeanapplicationformforthe
2007awardspleasecontacttheoffice.

OAClubDatesforyourdiary
The2007President’sDinnerwillbeheldatthe
SchoolonSaturday7July2007incelebration
ofAbingdon’s751stAnniversary!Itisintended
toinviteparticipationbyprofessionand/or
interests.DetailsareavailablefromtheOAClub
Administrator.

CityLunch
Ifyouwouldliketomakesurethatyouareon
theemaillistforthenextCityLunch,please
contactMatthiasBaderat
matthias.bader@hawkpoint.com

OACommittee
TheOACommitteethisyearisasfollows:
Chairman:JohnBunce(1962)
President:DavidBrice(1961)
PastPresident:JuliusGreen(1982)
PresidentElect:JonathanGold(1988)
Treasurer:PaulThompson(1974)
EditorofTheGriffen:EmmaCurran
Electedmembers:
WillAllan(2003)
SebastianAllen(2001)
NoelCrosse(1972)
SimonEvans(2002)
TomGater(2004)
NigelHammond(1957)
SimonHills(1976)
SiddharthKapoor(2005)
TerenceLibby(1961)
AdrianMutton(1992)
PeterRutland(1996)
RichardStone(1992)
ThomasWinwood(2006)

Althoughtheweatherwassomewhat
wetitwasgoodtoseetheOAswho
attendedthelunchandflyingday
atOldWarden.Two‘newboys’
attendingforthefirsttimewereDr
RogerParksandTonyVenn,andwe
werepleasedtoseeMikeHedges,
BrianRosevearandJamesWillisback
afteragapofabout15years.The
differentformatoflunchandan
activitystretchingovermostoftheday
gaveusmoretimetochatandcatch
upwitholdfriends.

Thosewhoattendedinclude1959:
MattWomar;1960:Anthony
Dillabough,RandellMoll,Richard
Watts,PeterWillis;1961:Richard
Bampton,RogerBampton,David
Brice,RogerHavelock,JerryHurd,
TerenceLibby,DavidRiddick;1962:
JohnBunce,MikeHedges,Anthony
Leathem,BrianRosevear,ChrisScott,
PeterSheard,TonyVenn,JamesWillis;
1963:TrevorPegram,RogerParks;
1964:RichardLeathem,Michael
Livingston,BruceMackay;1965:

JohnMellor;1966:MartynHolloway,
DavidLetley,MikeSpencer,andPaul
Williams.FormerSchoolBursar(1995-
2005)RoryJacksonwasalsopresentat
theeventandourguestswereFormer
CommonRoomGeraldPhizackerley
andhiswifeAnnette.

RandellMollhaskindlyvolunteeredto
organisenextyear’sevent,whichwill
probablyreverttothemoretraditional
dinner.Hewillbecontactingpeople
soon.

SixtiesOAsDayatShuttleworthCollection1October2006

Thefinaleofour750thanniversarycelebrationstookplaceatthe
LyricTheatreonSunday3Decemberandbroughtwithitawonderful
turnoutofOAs,bothintheaudienceandonstage.Thiseveningof
theatreandperformanceinLondon’sWestEndwashostedbyOAs
JonathanDonahoe(2001)(knownasMagreewhilstatSchool)and
DanielBenoliel(2000)andfeaturedthebestofAbingdon’stalent
inmusic,comedy,drama,andmagic.Weweretreatedtosome
filmedinterviewswithOAsTomKempinski(1956),NickRawlinson
(1982)andDavidMitchell(1992)aswellasliveperformancesfrom
Abingdonianspastandpresent.

OAsperformingonthenightincluded:1982:JuliusGreen,Nick
Rawlinson;1989:RalfCollie;2002:SimonEvans,ConradMason;
2004:MikeChilcott,JonDonnelly,JamesMugnaioni,AlexNash,
GeorgePotter;2005:Tom
Swarbrick;2006:FrancisGater,
BenLawson,JoSwarbrick,
EdWilson.

Theeveningprovedtobea
resoundingsuccessandafitting
conclusiontoouranniversary
year.SpecialthanksgotoJulius
Green(1982)whoseproduction
ofCabaretisrunningattheLyric
Theatre,ShaftesburyAvenue
untilApril2007.

DavidMitchellonscreenatTheLyric

ComperesJonathanDonahoeandDanielBenoliel

OAsattheLyricTheatre
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MartinLandrayinBampton,
WhitMonday2006

MartinLandray
Lastyear,MartinLandray(OA1987)
celebratedhistwentiethyearwiththe
BamptonMorrisDancers,oneofthe
oldestMorristeamsinthecountry.
Forhisdayjob,MartinisReaderin
EpidemiologyattheUniversityof
OxfordandanHonoraryConsultant
PhysicianattheJohnRadcliffe.He
isresponsiblefororganisinglarge-
scaleinternationaltherapeutictrials
andobservationalepidemiological
studies,particularlyintheareasof
cardiovascularandchronickidney
disease.AfterleavingAbingdon,
MartinreadmedicineattheUniversity
ofBirminghamandwentonto
specialiseinclinicalpharmacology.

TheOAandthe
FraAngelicos
Twopreviously
unidentified
paintings,
missing
panelsfrom
analtarpiece
commissioned
byCosimode
Mediciinthe
1430s,will
beauctionedinMarchhavingbeen
identifiedbyMichaelLiversidge(OA
1966)astheworkoftheRenaissance
masterFraAngelico.Thepaintings,
expectedtoraiseover£1million,
wereboughtfor£200morethan
20yearsagobytheownerwho
recognizedtheirqualitybutnottheir
provenance.Michael,formerdean
oftheartsfacultyattheUniversity
ofBristol,wasaskedbytheowner
beforeherdeathtoinvestigatethem
andsoonrealisedtheirimportance,
whichwasconfirmedbytheNational
GalleryandtheMetropolitan
MuseuminNewYork.

OldAbingdonians

AbingdonNewsisthenewsletterofAbingdonSchool,ParkRoad,Abingdon,OxfordOX141DETel:01235521563www.abingdon.org.uk

EditedbySarahWearneTel:01235849108Email:abingdon.news@abingdon.org.uk DesignbyDeepfusionwww.deepfusion.co.ukTel.01865407610

Radio3Listeners’
PrizeforJonny
Greenwood
JonnyGreenwood(OA1990)has
wontheListeners’Prizeinthe2006
BritishComposersAwards,held
atLondon’sHaywardGalleryin
associationwithRadio3.Theprize,
whichisawardedfororchestral
composition,istheonlycategory
votedforbythepublicandwas
awardedtoJonnyforhispiece
PopcornSuperhetReceiver.

Jonny,leadguitaristinindierock
bandRadiohead,whoallmetat
Abingdon,becamecomposer-in-
residenceatRadio3in2004.His
otherclassicalpiecesincludeSmear
andPianoforChildren.

BenWells
BenWells
(OA2001)has
beenawarded
the2006
BeaconYoung
Philanthropistof
theYearaward
forhissocial
entrepreneurial
workwiththe
marginalised
Roma
communitiesofRomania.Beacons
awardsareannualprizesgivento
individualswhohavemadeexceptional
contributionstocharitablecausesorto
organizationsthatbenefitthepublic.

TripleFirsts!
In2003,whenwelastpublishedthis
photographintheAbingdonNews,
wewerecongratulatingJohnHerford,
MatthewGardnerandMichaelHardy
ongainingplacestoreadMusicat
OxfordandCambridge.

Now,threeyearslater,weare
congratulatingallthreeofthemon
graduatingwithFirsts.


