
Summer	  Reading	  Challenge!	  

Did	  you	  know?	  	  
**Reading	  for	  pleasure	  at	  the	  age	  of	  15	  is	  

The	  	  most	  important	  indicator	  of	  the	  
future	  success	  of	  a	  child.**	  

There’s	  plenty	  of	  time	  to	  get	  lost	  in	  a	  good	  book	  during	  our	  long	  summer	  
holiday,	  so	  it’s	  time	  to	  get	  ambitious	  about	  reading!	  	  Could	  you	  read	  a	  

book	  a	  fortnight?	  What	  about	  a	  book	  a	  week?	  



Did	  you	  know?	  
**If	  you	  read	  for	  fewer	  than	  20	  minutes	  

per	  day,	  your	  reading	  age	  will	  be	  advancing	  
more	  slowly	  than	  your	  real	  age	  (i.e.	  you	  start	  

lagging	  behind	  your	  peers).**	  



Book recommendations for Upper School Pupils 

1. The One Hundred Year Old Man Who Climbed Out of a Window and Disappeared - Very 
amusing - ties in a century’s worth of history with a brilliant plotline.  

2. Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy - John Le Carre. A good spy story with an intricate plot. 
3. Dissolution – C.J. Sansom. The first in a series of novels set in Tudor England about a lawyer 

solving murders that draw him into dangerous intrigue.  
4. Look Who’s Back – Timur Vermes. What would happen if Hitler were to wake up and find 

himself alive in modern Germany?  Everyone recognises him but thinks he’s a flawless 
impersonator. A brilliant satire on modern media and politics that’s very funny.  

5. Never Let Me Go - Kazuo Ishiguro (or anything else by him). School children who slowly 
discover they are anything but ordinary. A poignant dystopian novel about love and loss…  

6. Tesseract - Alex Garland. The book for which he should be renowned, rather than The Beach…. 
a clever interweaved series of events.   

7. A Month in the Country - J.L. Carr. A First World War veteran comes to terms with his survival in 
a small village of rural England. A very moving story.  

8. The Good Soldier - Ford Madox Ford. A great inspiration for later twentieth century writers, this 
novel gives an excellent portrayal of pre-war socialite Europe through the emotional intrigues of 
two sophisticated couples.   

9. The Humans – Matt Haig. About an alien who inhabits the body of a middle-aged academic who 
is losing his wife and son. A brilliant exploration of self-identity and relationships – very funny! 

10. Burmese Days - George Orwell. This early novel of Orwell’s is set in British occupied Burma in 
the 1920s. Very different to his later works (Animal Farm, 1984) but very atmospheric and 
introduces many of the political themes that you will recognise from more famous works. 

11. Travels with Charley - John Steinbeck. Steinbeck’s real life account of travelling around the USA 
with a dog and a camper van. Full of well observed detail and a sharp eye for human life. Made 
me want to go on a journey! 

12. Burning Bright - Ron Rash. A book of short stories set in the Appalachian Mountains. Very 
accessible, cleanly written, and short: these stories are dark but beautiful and each makes you 
see life in a bit of a different way. 

13. Mr Mercedes – Stephen King. A crime-horror hybrid that will keep all but the most determined 
non-reader turning the pages.  

14. A Clockwork Orange - Anthony Burgess. ‘The narrator speaks in a different language and offers 
a shocking and graphic storyline.’ 

 

Did	  you	  know?	  
If	  you	  read	  for	  15	  minutes	  per	  day,	  you	  would	  

read	  18	  average	  length	  novels	  per	  year.	  



	  
Did	  you	  know?	  

Someone	  who	  only	  reads	  1	  minute	  of	  easier	  texts	  on	  a	  regular	  
basis	  might	  learn	  only	  30	  new	  words	  per	  year	  

	  
Whereas	  some	  who	  reads	  20	  minutes	  of	  slightly	  more	  

challenging	  texts	  on	  a	  regular	  basis	  could	  learn	  over	  1000	  new	  
words	  per	  year.	  

 
Challenges 

 
These are open to any year group. There will be edible prizes for EVERYONE who submits a 
complete entry (available at the start of term). The size of the edible prize will be relative to the quality 
of the entry. 
 
The top entries will also receive Amazon vouchers. Again, size of prize will be relative to quality! 
 
The deadline for entries will be the Friday of the first full week back at school. 
 
Reading Challenges 
- The ‘book a week’ challenge. Read a book every week, including at least two from this list i.e. 9 
books over the summer holidays. Submit a short review of your thoughts and rating out of 10 for each 
book together with a signature and comment from someone at home to confirm they’ve seen you 
reading these books. You can use the template we have attached or come up with your own format. 
 
- The ‘book a fortnight’ challenge. Read a book every fortnight, including at least one from this list i.e. 
4 books over the summer holidays. Submit a short review of your thoughts and rating out of 10 for each 
book together with a signature and comment from someone at home to confirm they’ve seen you 
reading these books. You can use the template we have attached or come up with your own format. 
 
Writing Challenge 
- Write a piece in any form you like (narrative, descriptive, discursive, a collection of poems, an essay, a 
script…) on one of the following topics: 
 - The most powerful moment in a novel I have read… 
 - I had that familiar conviction that life was beginning over again with the summer….  

- The limits of my language means the limits of my world… 
- Can computers write poetry... 
 

Guideline length - 500-1000 words. You can adapt these titles if you wish or come up with your own 
ideas. 


