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, EDITORIAL

A significant change in the school curriculum has been announced
-that the· present 'General' stream is to be converted into a secondary
science stream. We welcome this sign of "m'Oving with the times",
realizing that the scientific knowledge gained will be of greater, practical
value to most boys in the 'General' stream than any vaguely assimilated
culture.

But balance is essential, and while accepting the urgency of the need
for sdentists and technidans at all levels, we dare not overlook the
arts. Sdence is progress. Innovation is vital for any healthy society,
but so is tradition. No civilization can ever be entirely fluid.

This country needs leaders, men of outstanding personality. But
these must come from both sides-arts and sdence. N either can
afford to be ignorant of the other, for ignorance breeds ·contempt.
Close integration i8 necessary for a ,true app~eciation of the meriu and
demerits of both.

There can be. litde. doubt that schools such as this will maintain an
arts stream as well as a science. .The .danger is that, with still greater
increase in specialisation, and still· he'avier examination demands, the
subjects will grow further. and furiher apart and their students know
less and less about anything bevolld their particular field.

The obstaCle of a too narrowspecialization. does not really arise till
the sixth form is reached. But it is to be hoped that every effort will be
made there to ensure that the· arts mandoesnot go out into the world
ignorant of the scientific age around him: nor the sCientist leavewithout
having grasped some appreciation of the unchanging values of the arts.

SCHOOLNOTES

As CouncUlor H. J. Pollev vacates the office of Mavorof Abtngdon
I we offer to him and to Mrs. Polley warm thanks for the very friendl~

interest theV have taken in the School during the past vear andgood
wlshes for their health and happiness in the future.

Our good wishes, . too,' to Councillor and Mrs. C. G. Stow who' will
shordy. be taking over the gilded chains 'of office. With qua:tercentenll~
celebrations and royal visit coming ahead theV will indeed have a bus~

time in front of th€lD;l'.

We wish good. fortune to Mrs. Bromley Challenor, first lady to bt
Mayor of Abingdon and Governor of this School, .as she retires fron
public life; and we congratulateour friend and neighbour Dr. O'ConnOl
on his election as an Alderman of the Borougq in her stead.
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We were very glad to welcome the Admiral and 'Mrs. Clifton.Brown
co our Sports Day on Easter Mondav.

We notewith interest that the Bursar of Pembroke College, Mr.,
Bredin, has added to bis many. appointments by accepting the onerous
~st of Chairman of the Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance. There is
In old adage, of course, that if vou want a job well done, you find a
lUSY mari to doit.

We are extremely grateful to Lord Glyn of Farnborough who has
lfesented to the School a gravure reproducdon in colour of the weil­
~nown painting of Her Majesty the Queen by Pietro Annigoni.Rarely
an dignity, grace and charm have been combined more feHcitously in

state portrait. We' are indeed proud to have it huilg in the main
ntrance hall of the School.

We were glad too to hear that arrangements have been made for
[er Majesty to drive along Park Roadpast the School during her brief
!sit 'to the town on 2nd November.This means that such members
f the School as are not lining the streets in battledress will be ahle
19reet her from a post o~ vantage inUpper Field.

We retumed in January to leam that Mr. Holloway had heen
nitten with pneumonia. We were extreme1y grateful to Mr. Anderson,
F New Zealand and Oxford, who courageously came down to hold the
'rt for hiin., Weuse theepithet advisedly. It is not every spastic,
lwever good a scholar, who dare face the rough·and.tum'ble of school.
asterink-and who could do so withsuccess.

Dur good wishes go with our tWo student masters, Mr. Peter Walker,
mathematiclan from Oxford Departtnent, and Mr. M. Ho' A. Chandler,
, -blstorian who maintained the succession of the 'Cam'bridge residents'.

During the past term Mrs. Toplis very kindly agreed to stay on at
~cies Court and to look after two boarders who were 'surplus to
tablishment'• She will shortly be moving to a house she has bought
St. John's Road and lIhe will take with her the affecdonate good

shes of, usalI. We are very glad to think she will stlill be living
near her friends at the School.

It would beungracious not to put on record, very briefly, how
l1erously parents and friends responded to a suggestion that this
ght be an occasion when sympathy could take a practlcal shape. As
result upwards of fBSO has been passed to Mrs. Toplis to help her
start her new life.

Shortlv after Easter the School had an unexpected and welcome
./tor in the person of Miss Summers, daughter of theRev. Edgar
~ers (Headmaster 1870-18,83), who Was bom in the School HouS€;
t over eighty years aga,

"
,',
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It is with very mixed feelings that we congratulate the Rev. Leor
Janes on his appointment as Vicar ofSt. Bamabas' Church, Oxford
We shall always be grateful for the way in which Mr. and Mrs. Jane'
have offered hospitality to one or two boarders during the past N(

years and we wish them b~th good fortune in the fonnidable job tha
lies in front of them.

During the Lent Term the School asa whole enjoyed a very gOOl
record of health;but the domestic staff suffered more severely and
special salute is· due to the survivors who camed on and kept t!:le shm;
running in the kitchen. For the sake of the record we may add iha
meteorologically the term was marked by a very cold spell in Februar~

which put a stop to ruggerbut enabled some of us to skate. insteat
and by the gift of a perfect spring.day for our Athletic Sports.

, We offerour .thanks to Dr. and Mrs. Clayton for thegift of
flowering peach tree to enliven the main drive: to Commander Coble~

R.N., for thegenerous offer of a special prb:e for seamanship, to b
awarded annually to the best all·round cadet in the Naval Seetion: t

Mr. A; W. Grayfol- the gift of special bulbs to the Film Societv; and 1

the Rev. T. M. Layng, C.B.E., for sending us a furtherselectioti frm
the archives of his unele, the Rev. Thomas Layng (Headmaster, 1893
1913).

The number of boys on the School Roll at the beginlling of the Let
Term was 460 (Dayboys 278, School House 89, Cresc~nt'House 41
Waste Co~t 34, Larkhill 19).

We congratulate C. S. Woodruff, D. S. Gerrard andN. J. H. Grat
on securing the first place in their age·group in the public spea1dt
competition run by the Berkshire Youth Organisations. The final w:
held at Didcot on 10th March.

Congratulations also to S. C. Woodley on winning the bDYS singl
and the boys doubles (in partnership with. D. E. Mitchell of Magdal,
College School), in the Oxfordshire Junior Lawn Tennis Champio
ships in April. .

On 20th January, Mn. A. B. S: Soper gave a lecture to the four
fonns, illustrated by a film, on 'Intemational Communicati~nli'.

We were extremely grateful to the Ladies of ·St. Helen's School wJ
invited a large party of senior boys to a most enjoyable danceon 28
January.

On 6th February a sDlall party of sixth fonn boys visited Southfi€
School to take part in a C.E.W.C. Conference on the problem1i of t
Middle East. On the same day the remainder of the sixth and fil
fonns heard a moststimulating talk by Rev. Hon. O. W. Flennes
'The Man and the Minlstry'. I

We owe it to thekindness of Colin Wiggins, P.A., Presldent of t

Oxford UniversitySclence Soclety, that a &mall party of masters a
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boys was enabled to attend a meeting-oi the Sodety on 22nd Febni'lrY
to heat a ,paper on "Semi.conductors". '

Our own Mr. Williams had the honour of proposing the toast :>f
'The Visitors' at the Annual Dinner of the Local Scout Association held
in the Guildhall on 24th February.

On 29th February Mr. John Hilb, M.C.. former Headmaster of
Brad1ield College, spoke to senior forms about the work andaims of
'The Tinies'. N ow we look forward to sending a party over next term
to see the Times Mobile Printing Unitat work at Radley-and later
to anocturnal villit to Printing House Square.

Mr. R. Reynolds gave a talk to the fourth forms on 'The W ork of the
Christian Church in South Africa' on 1st March.

A large party of fourth formers visited the locomotive works at
Swindon on 12th March.

The 'Parents' Evening' for the parents of boys in the Sixth and Fifth
forms was held on 15th March. .

On 16th March the Classical Sixth made a tour of inspeetion of
Messrs. Morland's Brewery........under the most' distinguished auspices.

Mr. A. E. Wardman, M.A., of Reading Univer8ity, spoke to ,senior
members oE the arts side about 'Roman Historians' on 20th March.

A party of fi.fth~formers visited the drawing offices of the Pressed
Steel Company on 26th March.

On the evening of 31st March the third forms staged an informal
dramatic performance in the Gymnasium, the plays performed being
'Shivering Shocks' (3.Y): 'A Night at an Inn"(3.a): and 'The Invisible
Duke' (3.x). '

The customary Boarders' Concert was held on the last evening of the
term '(3rd April). The general standard of previous years' producrlons
was weil maintaiiied: and a nicely balaneed programme was vastly
enjoyed by an app.reclative audience.

The Play.Reading Sodety continues to flourish. Ouring the Lent
Term plays read on Sunday evenings were 'Pygmalion', 'The Cherry
Orchard'" and 'Henry IV (Part I)'.

'Saturday lectures' during the Lent Term were as foUows:­

January 21st-Captain Vernon Lee, M.B.E., in 'Magie, Music and
Mirth'.

February 25th-J. P. Brook.Little, Esq., M.A., on 'Heraldry' •

March 17th-Major. V. C. Buckley, F.R.G.S. on 'America' •

We were" especiaUy grateful to our old friend Major Buckley (whose
name i8 commemorated' by the Buckley Clip) for stepping at .short
notice irito an unexpeeted breaeh.
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Feature films were as follows:­

January 28th-African Queen.

February 18th....Trouble in Store.

March 10th-The Maggie.

The Bible.Rea4ing Fellowship held meetings on 24th Jan~ry, 28th
February and 27th March.

We offer a warm welcome to a young contemporary the 'Fourth
, Sclence TImes'• It 1s a joy to find middle.school journalism that can
be quite astringently funny without being offensive. We treasure
particularly the respectful references to 'Professor Sewry'. Long may it
Hourish! '

During the Summer Term it is planned to bring out another edition of
the School Literary Magazine, which will be on 'kaie on. Founder's Day.
Wehope for contributions from .throughout the School. It is quite'
dear that FourthSclence, at any rate, contains areservoir of potential
talent. .

By a quite irrational coincldence the name of Winterton .is going to
be dosely liJ,lked with the SchQol during the coming term. Lord'
Winterton (direct descendant of Sir' Edward Turnor, O.A., Speaker of
the House of Commons from 1661 to 1671) is distributing the priZes
on Founder's Day. The Annual Inspection of the C.C.F. will be
conducted on Friday, 20th July, by General Sir John Winterton,
K.C.M.G., C.B., C.B.E., form<erly Military Governor and Commander
of Trieste. ' '

Themultifari~us activities of our members during. the Easter holidays
almost defy description. Mr. Griffin is leading a large party· of staff
and boys to Italy whUe Mr.· Helliwell is once again flying his Hag in
(or on)' ihe Lakes. Interim reports on these twO excursions will be
faund on a later page. Members of the C.C.F. are attending varied
criurses hoth· naval and military: rumour says that the C.O., Capt.
Moore and Capt. Willis are visiting the School of Military Intelligence.
We are'represented at the Norwich course of the Royal School of
Church Music (N. P. Loukes and R., A. Lucas) andat the Toc H
Schools' 'Week (}. A. T. Saywell).W•.W.Budden lsspending.. the
whole 'of April at theOutward BoundSchool.at J\berdovey. J•. T.
Buckland and G. F. Wastie are attending thePublic' Schools; Course
on Industry and Co~erce at Ashridge: W. C. BroadIs ta~ing a
Scout Leadership Course. N. A. J. Antrobus and L. A. Knight have
been on attachment to British Railways at Glasgowand Bristol res·
pectively.A.]. Foden'and I. A. Oliver are attending a short Works
Course runbv. Messrs. Crompton Parkinson. And M. C. Rallings !\nd
I.J. Glr.nny leh Schoola day early to play in die Berkshire Schools
Hockey T-ournament.
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So the spirit of enterprise is not quite dead in theSchoOl!

Wewer~ delighted recendy to rec~ive 'aletter from Erhardt Bl,lSCh,
who generously attributed to his month in Abingdon the fact that he
passed his English examination with f1ying colours. We wish we could
have heard him delivering his oral thesis On his special subject of
'English Education'.

Readers of the -'RaUway Magazine' noted with interest arecent
article on 'The Abingdon Railwav' (which-celebrates its centenary
this year); and, in the next issue, an erudite letter on the same
enthralling .topic signed by two. Old Boys-N. J. Shu1'rock and S. R.
Mills.

* * * *

'-

We are very grateful to Mr. Milligan for kindly allowing, us to
reproducethe photographs of the School Prefects, of the Shooting Team
and of the Ist Hockey XI in thisissue, and Mr. Horrex for the photo.
graph of work in progress on the new classroom block-or rather, of
work in suspense during the cold sP.ell.

The Editor wishes to, acknowledge with thanks the receipt of maga·
zines from the following schools (to 31st March, 19S6)-City of
Oxford: Henley Grammar: MagdaleIl.' College: Pocklington: Reading:
St. Bartholomew's, Newbury; St. Edward's, Oxford: St. Helen's,
Abingdon: Southfield: Stratford: Wallingford Grammar: Windsor
County: and also from Culham College: H.M.S. Worcester: R.M.A."
Sandhurst: R.N.C., Dartm'Outh: R.N.E.C., Kevham.

TBE DEVELOPMENT OF TUE SCHOOL

(a not~ by the Headmastrer)

The severe cold spell called a temporary halt to the progress
- of the new Class.ro~m block but we are assured by the archi.

teds that it will be possible to make up for the time lost. The
brickwork of the main building is now almost completed and we are
looking forward withsome curiosity to the construction of the first.f1oor
'bridge' that will connect the .new block with the existing Sclence Block.
It is already clear that the new building will fit in admirably with its
surroundings. It will come into use, too, onlv just in time to prevent
us from 'bursting at the seams'. Arrangements for the formal openirig
of the block have yet to be made; but we are planning our September
time.table on the ass~ption that we shall have the new class.rooin at
our disposal. Let us h~pe that we are not tempting Providence too
much!

Meanwhile, a little to the south.west another firm of bollders Is
b"~'Y constmcting on tbe Upper Held wbat 1 am prettv sure will be
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known affectionately as the 'R.B. PaviIion'. Reference has, so often
been made, apoIogeticaiIy or critically, to bus-sheiters. booths, and
bicycle-sheds that is has come as a surprise to some of, us to find how
roomy and attractive' it is going to be. Members' of the Pavilion
Committee (which first met, I believe, in March 1953) will be especially
pieased to see their' commission compieted., Much progress, too, has
been made behind the scenes with the rather more elaborate Pavilion
which is going to be erected by the, Old "Boys (bless them aIl!)! on
the War Memorial Field. After very careful consideration of alter­
native projects submitted by different manufacturers, the Old Boys'
sub-committee unanimousIy declded to order from the, Medway Building
Company a pre-fabricated pavilion prepared to the design of the School
Architect. This pavillon will be erected during the summer in the
s6uth-east corner ~f the neid; near the entrance gates. It will contain
changing rooms and washing accommodation, a tea·rooD1' and kitchen,
and a scoringbox, and it will have water, gas and eIectricitv Iaid on. The
total cost of this pavilion will be of the order of :E2,500 and it is
onIy because the Old Boys have responded so generously to the recent
appeal' that the O.A.T.F. has been able to shoulder such a heavv
commitment. "Even so it means' that the entire resources of, the Fund
will be mortgaged for some years to come;and the more we can increase
the income of the Fund the sooner it will be in a position to help, the
School in other directions. We hope that photQgraphs of both Pavillons
will appearin our next issue. Here I' would only add a special word of
thanksto Duncan West (Old Boy and Architect) for the vast amount
of patient and cheerful hard work which he has devoted to this par-
ticular question. - '

During the Easter holidays the School has been allve with workmen
inside as weil as outside. The first steps have been taken to improve
the :seating at the east end of the Chapel: and in School House the
somewhat drab little East Dormitory has been compietely redecorated
in a light shade of yellow with gray woodwork.

In his 'leader' the Editor very righdy (and, I m'llY say, without any
prompting) has drawn atte~tion to th~ significance of a change in,the
curriculum which I announced in this term's 'P:arents' Letter'. It 1s
important enough, I think, to call for a, little further explanation. It is
prettv generally known that at the present moment, when specialisation
s~arts in a small way in the fourth forms, a boy goes into one of three
forms, Arts, Science or General; and that normally only boys in the
Sclence ,Stream, that is, one-third of the School, get a sufficient grounding
in Science to enable them to' pass on into the Science Sixth. From
September we are increasing the science content of the, third stream
so that 1t will, i~ effect, become a secondary sc1ence stream. 1'he pace

* * *



will be a little easier than it is in the prlmary science stream in that .
the .curriculum will· contain neither Latin nor Biology; but. the more
able members of· the stream will be able to read. advanced Physics,
Chemistry and Mathematics in the Sixth Form 'while athers will be
well-equipped to leave and take up engineering apptenticeships or junior
sdentific ap'pointments. This change will make rather greater demands
onthe weaker members of the School and we.hope they will rise to
the challenge of it. It is prompted and justUiedby the urgent need
of the country for scientists and 'engineers of alt grades.'

At the same time I hope that nobody will misunderstand this change,
which represents a change of emphasis rather than a radical change of
policy. There are two things I want to stress most strongly. There
will always be need in a School of this trpe for a strong arts stream,
and there will always be need fora generous a110wance of arts subjects
in the science streams. I agree with the Editor in deploring narrow
speciaUsation. As he says, each side has much to leam from the other;
a liberal education, in thewidest sense, depends largely upon the cross­
fertiUsationof ideas. Provision is already made for the Sixth Form
Scientist to choose from a broad range·of .optional 'arts' subjects. eon­
versely, from September we ~re providing a special 'option' course in
Physics for members of the Arts Sixth Forms. Even more important, .
perhaps, is the provision we make for members of both sides to meet
::)0. common ground in the Upper Sixth for certain suhjects such as
Divinity.

All this mayseelU' to have little to do with 'works and bricks'
:lut it has its repercussions on our building programme. The natural
~rowth of the Sixth Form, combined with the doubling of the· Science
:tr~am, will lead to· a considerable increase in the· number 'of boys
'eading advanced Science. Our present. Science Block, which seemed to
)rovide so generously for all forseeable needs when it was opened in
,950,is already overloaded and will be quite unable to cope with the
lumber of Sixth Form Seiendsts whom we must shordy expect. It does
:eein therefore that an extension to the Sclence Block may well claim
)riority over other cherished projects such as the new boarding-house.
lor the moment a11 1 can say is that this is a problem of which the
Jovemors are verywe11 aware and which is receiving very earne&t
onsideration.

1·M.C.
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FOUNDER'S· DAY CELEBRATIONS

Founders Day this year will be celebrated on Saturday, 28th July.
The provisional programme is as follows:

. ,.

11.30 a.m. Service in St. Helen's Church, Abingdon. Address by
the Lord Bishop of Reading.

2.30 p.m. Distribu,tion of Prkes in the COrD Exchange bv the
Rt. Hon. Earl Winterton, P.C., former Chancellor of
th~.Duchy of Lancaster.

4.)0 p.m. The .Headmaster and Mrs. Cobban will be 'At Home'
at the School House to Parents, Old Boys and friends
of the School.

5.30 p.m. The Scbool andthe Grounds will be open for inspection
and there will be displavs of various School activities.

8.00 p.m. An Evening Entertainment in the Corno Exchange.

We are not yet ableto Bay whether the new class-room block will
have a~vanced sufliciently for us to in<;orPorate a formal openlng
ceremony in the Founder's Day celebrationsi but at anv rate ourvisitors

,will he ahle tosee from outside what ldnd of a huilding itis.

On Sundlly, 29th July, the Chaplain will preach at Morning Service
in ehe School Chapel (10 a.m.); and the Headmaster will preach at
6.30 p.m. at the Annual School Service in St. Nicolas' Church•.

Invitations for Founder's Day will he sent to all parents and.to friends
of the Scbool: but Old Boys are asked to regard this note as lL' personal
invitation. Any Old Boy who would like to attend the Prlze-giving or
the 'At Home' is asked to write to Mr. F. J. Sewrv at the School.

I

There will he an additional performance of the' Evenlng Entertainment
at 7.30 p.m. on Friday, 27th July. TIckets for either performance can
be ohtained fromMr. Sewry,price 3/6 and 2/6. Parents 'who live
10caUy are asked to come,if possible, to the performance on Friday.

Old.Boys'.. Day will be held this year on Saturday, 16th June. Detalls
o(th~:p~~g~e will he circlliated later to .all members of the O.A.
Cluh.· .'Old BQ~~ are also specially -invited to attend MorniDg Service
in the School ehapel Oll the following Sunday, 17th June; ·and sub_
sequently to take coffee with the Headmaster and Mn. Cohhan in the
garden of the School House.

VALETE ET SALVETE

Valete-left 16th December, 1955.

Upper S/.xth Form Arts: G.E. G. Campbell-Dykes, R.· D. Gammack,

Form Sixth General: R. Cooper, R. D. Hill (leftl9th November), I. J.
Parsons. I
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Form 5 General:C. R. Coxeter, A. K. Hatherall~ R. C. Spring (left 12th
November).

Forin: 3A: R., F. Burton (left 28th October).

form 3X: R:E. D. Deffee, G. T. Clayton.

Form 2X: E. A. Blainey (left 1;7th 0ctober).

SaZvete--ca.me 19th lanUßTY, 1956.

Form 4 Arts: B. D. Gihbs.

Form 3A: D. W. G. Riddick.

Form 3X: I. J. Cockbum.

Form lX. C. R. Scott (came 19th March).
Form lYI R. Cooksley (came 2nd March).

'CHAPEL NOTES

This t~rm the vagaries of a movahle Easter gave os the rare QPpor­
nmity of celehrating Good Friday and Easter at School as a community.
We began Lent with a (very early) Celebration on Ash Wednesday.
Throughout Lent there were voluntary services at 6.0 p.m. eac::h Thurs­
day; and during Holy Week (except on Good Friday) there were
s~cial services each day at 7.45 a.m~ and 6.0 p.m.

On Good Friday a11' hoarders attended Matins, fo11owed by Sung
Litany (Tallls), at 10' a.m. The service included also two motets I>ung
hy the Choir, '0 my people' by Vittoria and 'Faithful Cross' by John
IV of Portugal. There was a voluntary serVice of meditation on the
Passion at 2.30 p.m. and in the evening a section of the Choir gave a
moving rendering of a shortened v~rsion of' the St. Matth~w Passion by
Schütz. An apgreciation by a parent, Mr. :Loukes, ls attached, at 'the
end of these Dotes.

On Baster Day there were well-attended celebrations at 7.30 and
8.15 a.m. Morning Service included the Baster anthems and an Easter
carol. At 6.30 p.m. a joyful festival of Easter ,music and readings
replaced the usual servi~e. At thls festival the Cholr sang the carol
'This Joyful Eastertide' and Handel's anthem '0 praise the Lordwith
one consent', and the congregation jolned them in singlng well-known
Easter hymns with conslderable verve.

We are grateful to all those who came to preach for us in Chapel
during the term: and also to Rev. G. E. Hubbatd" the curate of
Ablngdon, who kindly took the early: Celehrationfor us on 4th March,
a( .very short notlce, iil the ~bsence through indispositioll of the ChaPr
1a1D. ' . .
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Visiting. preachers during the Summer Term 'will be as foUow_

May 13th-W. M. M. MUligan, Esq., M.B.E., T.D., M.A., Warden
of Radley College.

June 10th-J. D. Bills, Esq., M.C., M.A., former Headmaster of
Bradfield College.

June 24th-Rev. G. E. Knoff, B.D" Ph.D.(Yale).
July lst-Rev. Colin Morris, M.A., Chaplain of Pembrok~

College, Oxford.
July lSth-J. A. Ballantyne, Esq., M.B.E.,· M.A., Headmaster of

St. Bartholomew's Grammar School, Newbury.

Collections allotted to outside charities during the Lent Term were
as follows- ,~

Student ChnstianMovement

British Councll of Churches (Refugee Appeal)

British Empire Cancer Campalgn

Royal School of Church Music

The collections over Easter were put at the disposal of the Chaplaln,
at whose suggestion they were sent to the Diocese of Oxford Ordination
'Candidates Fund. The contents of the alms box were devoted to the
same pUrpose, and thisbrought our total contribution up to :E6 7s. Od.

The six. 'state' prayer books are now, at long last,' in positio·n, and
very pleasing they look too. Renewed thanks to the donors.

We are grateful too to Mr. MUton, who has spent m'llny hours of bis
spare time repairing minor defectsin our admirable butsomewhat
temperamental organ.

We hope that the new Chapel notlce board, first mootedover a year
aga, will soon be up on the wall near the Reeves Room. And very
glad we shall be to have a proper and dignified notice 'board and to
see the last of the 'clutter' near the Common-Room door. .

During the Euter holidays thefirst steps were taken to improve the
lot of those who are fated to sit· at the east end of the. chapei. The
old radiators have been replaced by new ones, and the staging has been
continued to the end of the chapel on each slde. The next step will
be the extension of the oak. pews. Meanwhile those who sit on the
chairs will at any rate se_and be seen-a litde more easUy.

J.M.A.T.

There was a genera1 feeling that there should be sOme lasting mem­
orial of Mr. Toplisl and Staff and boys have joined in contributing
towards the cost of a simple bro~e tablet which is now being prepared
by Mes,", 'Mowbray. lt witl be afti"edto the stonework above the 6rst



angwayto the left aS you enter the Chapel. The wording, which has
'een approved hyMrs. Toplls, will be,as follows-
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t
JOHNMICH~EL ALEXANDER TOPLIS

BORN OCTOBER. 8th, 1925

DlED NOVEMBER 2nd, 1955

ASSISTANT MASTER 1953-1955

Philippians iv. 8

The referenee is to. a favourite verse 'of Mr. Toplis, ("Finall1y,
}rethren, whatsoever things -are true ••• ") wPfehhad especlal associa­
ions forhim. Some may remember that itis. quoted in the latest
lchool film "No Tumbled House".

ST. MAr:rHEW P4SSION

The Schütz passion musie seemed, to those who heard it in. chapel '
,n Good Friday, so fitting, SI;) inevitable, that we forgot that it is an
lnusual ehoice for asehool ehoir. It is unusual, beeause sehool ehoirs
re still learning to sing, and their masters are reluetant to present them
rith many problems beyond their singing. We must be gratefulfor
he courage and contidenee that offered us this, for it is ideally suited
o sehool worship, in: being primarily a narrative, rather than, like
lach's, an interpretation. The quiet, austere faithfulness to the St.
vlatthew text offers a form whieh choir and eongregation ean apprehend,
Lndthe poignlmt mQments when the ehoir is ealled upon to voiee feeling
hat the recltative cannot reaeh, are weighted with brevity. At the
ame time, there is ample variety of eolour and dramatie interest in
he r!cltatives themselves, amplitied in this rendering by the readings,
nd the distribution of the parts.

The main burden . of the story fell on the voiee of the evangelist,
nd was sustained with rare sensitiveness and undertanding, and'· a
estraintwhieh gave full opportunity for the intervention of the other
oiees. Most of these 'parts were sungby experieneed mettlbers of the
hoir, but the younger singers bore their shareand blended weIl. When
he choir was ealled upon to eompass the great turns of feeling, it dealt
~ith them all adequately, and' some· superbly-notably the agonized crv
f the disciples, 'Is it I?' and the demand of the erowd for the release
f Barabbas. It is one of the powers of musie that its performers, more,
hanaetors in a play, can voice emotion beyond their experience; and.
his was the impression left by the whole performance, that by patiently
tudying the score, and praetising up to a high level' oE faithfulness, a
holr, mostly oE boys, were able to convey the tragedyand triumph oE
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HOCKEY, 1956

This 8e,son must rank as one, of the most ~uccessful' in recent
vears. The first eleven was never beaten when at full strength, and, lost
onlV tWo of the eight matches l'laved. Two matches were unfortunatelv
tancelled because of bad weathel' conditions, one rather unluckilv when
the ground was fit to plav on, but the state of the' roads made it
impossible for mir opponents to make the long journey from Birming­
haJ1l. At its best, the team plaved fast constructive hockey, but
occasionallv showed a tendencv to allow the opponents to dictate the
~erms of l'lav, with the result that the game became suappv.

Results: Played 8, Lost 2, Drawn 0, Won 6.

the Passion. This success was such that the careful attention to tech.
nique went, for the moment, unnoticed: the excellent balance of the
choir, the all-important matter of p.ace,and the use of the ha~psichord,
fitting so admirablv the restrained dignity of the' whole performance.

The Evangelist G. H. Cooper, Esq.
Jesus L. C. J. Grlfliil, Esq.
Judas J. J. Horrex, Esq.
Mddl D.W~~~

Maid 1I R. A. Lucas
Cdaphas C. K. D. eobleV
Petetl t. W. Trenam'lln
Pilate E: H. F.Saw.bridge,Esq.
Pilate's Wife A. M. Q. King
Harpsichord 'Continuo - Rev. R. W. Burgess
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MATCH REPORTS

Januar:y 25th v. King Alfred's School, Wantage (h). Won 5..;..o~ .

The ground conditions were far fronr perfect, but the Schöol;'\~'ith
onlv four of last year's eleven, settled down etuickly,and in the first
half good use of the through pass gave Spiilks several '~hances, 'an'" h,e
scored twice. ", In the second half he added 'two more goals;" and
Caswell scored from 'a melee in front of the goal to t,rlng the totait~
five.

Scorers: Spinks 4, Caswell 1.

January 28th v. Reading School (a.). ,WO1\, 3-2.

The School played badly in the first half andallowed Reading bv
bustling tacticsto score tWo goals. A verv good goal bv Spinks as a
result of good following up just before half-time l'uDed the Sehool



together, lind in the second halfthey played very much better. Langton
~qualised with a hard shot, and soon afterwards Spinks put the School
Ihead.

Scorers: Spinks 2, Lanuton 1.
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Fel1ruary 8th v. Radle, 2nd XI (h). Won 5--4.
This was the most e.xciting game of the season, .and perbaps a draw

vould have been a more satisfacto.rv result. Both sides playedgood
:onstructiveibockey, and tbeissue was in doubt right up to the very
·nd. Tbe ground was in perfect conditioq,' and tbe School scored
{uickly througb Glenny. After some fast play in midfield, Radle;
qualised, but Langton regained the lead for the School. At the
'eginning of tbe second half, Radley overran tbe School and scored
luee times 'and were unluckv not to score more. Once more play
anged in midtield and eventually the School gained the upper hand,
l.e winning goalbeing scored by Glenny just before the final whistle.

Februar, 18th tI. Old Abingdonians (h). Lost 0-3.

Groun,d condhi'ons were not good, the pitch, though free of snow,
eing very slippery. The School started well, but the greater e.xperfence
f the Old Boys gavethem the tipper hand. Their goalkeeper played
articularly well, and it was largely due to him that the School forwards,
ho had several chances, failed to score. The absence of Bush and
~inks unsettled the team (though their substitutes played well) and
,ilure to follow. up and general lack of combination lost them' the
\IIle. Rallings; bo~ever, was a tower of strength' at Centre Half.

February 25th \I. Windsor Count, School (a). Lost 0-3.

The School never settled" down to playing good hockey. WiIidsor
ere much quicker on to the ball; and the interception of the School
as never as good as it sbould have been. Bush was again sadly
!ssed, but Walker gained some useful match e.xperlence.

February 29th v. R.A.F. Halton (a). Won 6-0.

The pitch though not soggy was slippery and this prevented a fast
Me. The School had most of the p,lay, however, and should have
lred more goals. Fit:simons cleared weH, but passing was not as
curate as. it should have been. .

Scorers: Spinks 3, Glenny 2, Langton 1.

March 3rd \I. Wallingford Grammar School (h). Won 5-3.

The School played constructlve hoCkey to begin with, and were four
als to one at half-time. In the second half, how.ever, Wallingford
Lyed better, and Abingdon faUed to comblne well, a~d Wallingforq
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scored two more goals. At the end of the game the School rallied again
and played we11 to score their fifth goal.

<Scorers; Spinks' 4, Glenny 1.

MaTch 10th v. Old College, SandhuTst (a). Won 5-1-

On a heautiful afternoon, with the ground in perfect condition, th€
School from the start played fast, constructive ho~key. Tbe forward!
moved as <a line, and the halves backed up we11, distrihudng the hall
evenly. Sandhurst forwards pressed the defence, hut it never 10s1
control, and Sandhurst's 01111' goal came from a fine solo' efforthy theiJ
~aptain. A good game to end a successful season.

Scorers: Spinks 2, Langton 'I, Glenny 1, Candy 1.

FIRST ELEVEN CHARACTERS

M. C. Rallings, CentTe Half, ColouTs 1956" CaptQ/in..

A fast, reliahle player with a good intercepdon and hard c1earance
Coming into' the centre.half position to fi11 a -gap from his norma
position of leu hack, he did not q1.Üte make that position his own, hu
succeeded in heing a:. good pivot. As a captain-his quiet authority OJ

the field and his efficiency and keenness at a11 times inspiredthe le!
of the side with enthusUlsm and made them a 'happy' team. (L.C.J.G.)

1. I. Glenn,., Inside Left, ColouTs1955, S~etary.

His good stickwork and excellent a11 raund play have made him
very constructive forward, hut he is' still a little slow in attack. He ha
been a very hard.working secretary.

A. E. Bush,Right Back, CO~U1's 1956.

He has proved a pi11ar of strength in defence, hacking up har
tackling with asound c1earance. Unfortunatelyan illness in mid·ten
rather put him off, !,lnd he·never rea11y regained his hest fonn. H
must guard against a tendency to wander whichmight hecome
dangerous habit. .

D. J.' Langton, Inside Right, ColouTs 1956.

Apart from a tendency to hang on tothe hall a little too long, 11
has proved a fast, forceful player with a very hard shot.. He mus
however, becareful not to be caught out of position, ·and thus gh
rise to misunderstanding among the forwards.
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1. C. Spinks, Centre Forward, CololI'7's 1956.

An opportunist, whose ability to see the. opening anp shoot quickly
has brought him many goals. ,More combination with his Insides will,
make h4n a most useful player next season.

M. D. Hardy, Right Half, Colours 1956.

A greatly improved player who intercepts well and gives good support
in attack. He is still,' however, inclin,ed to. get flustered, though
greater experience should cure this.

A. G. Caswell, Right Wing, Half COIOUTS 1955.

Iu spite of his C01nparative lack of speed, he has held his position
by bis tenacity in attack. His long centre improved throughout the
season, though bis stickwork still needs tQ be improved.

1. T. Buc1dand, Goalkeeper, Half Colo"rs 1956.

Comb~ning a good sense of position with quick reactions, he has done
a difficu1t job well. His kicking Is usua1ly safe, hut he still needs
greater experience, especially in hitting the ball away.

P. E. 1. Fi~simo1U' Left Back, Half ColoW's 1956.

A v~ry" pronUsing 'player who will henefit from experience. His
positional play is good and his c1earances sound, though he occasionally
appears rather slow.

s. C. Woodley, 1.eft Half, Half Colours 1;956.

A player who bnproved throughout the season, and whose antielpation
and stopping were excellent. He needs to cultivate a ~ore energetic
tackle, and put a little more thrustanddash into his play.

P. S. Candy, Left Win.g, Half Colours 1956

A natural hockey player whose stickwork is excellent, and who has
combined well with bis inside forward. He must, however, remember
that bis job is to feed his centre.forward, and make his centres a tittle
more quickly.

Also played: P. G. Davies, W. N. R. Stevens, 'P. J. Walker (once
each).
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SECOND ELEVEN

Played 4, Lost 1, Drawn 0, Won 3.

Results:
Febtuary 8th v. Radley 3rd XI (h).
February 25th v. Windsol' County School (a).
February 29th v. Radley 3rd Xl (h) •
March 8th v. A Staff XI (h). ,

495

Lost 0-12
Won 4-3
Won 3-0
Won 2-0

.~,

The second eleven also had a successful season. Apart- from the
first matclt, played before the team hadsettled down, and about which,
the less said the bettel', the team played weIl together, and were un­
lucky to have three of their matches cancelled. Wastie was a very g~od
~ptain, and an example by hls own keenness to his slde. W. N. R.
Stevens proved himself an energetic _and constJ:'Uctive centre.half.

The final arrangement, oE the sidewas: Broad, R. D., Westbrook,
Dunkley, Gardner, Stevens, Trel;1aman, 1. W.,Wastie, Pen~ey, Davies,
P. G., Kibble, P. D., Freedman.

Also played: Hasthorpe, Woodruff, Trenaman, R. J., Walker, P. J.

At the end oE the season, on 24th March, a party mainly composed
oE members of the elevens w~nt to Guildford to see England beat Wales.
This wasgreatly appreciated, and should have an improving effect on
standards of play.

HOUSE MATCHES

Thls year Bennett and Biacknall met in the final, Bennett winning
3-0 on a fr.ozen pitch. M.C.R.

ATBLETICS

Once again the weather was utlkind to us during the early part oE
thi:l season,' when training and heats should have taken place. As a
result, heats, standards and meetings with other Schools were crowded.
into a rather hectic three weeks. Nonetheless we may claim to have bad
quite a successful season and to have found two outstanding athletes
in our Captain ('M; J. Scott.Taggart) and Secretary (T. M. J. Kiem­
pinsld).

Our first meeting against the City oE OxEord School gave us a good
victory with whlch to begin the season. The War Memorial track was
in fine condltion so that despite a slight East wind, times were good.
Two recotds were broken in the,Senior contest and one in the Junior
contest. In the Senior 220 yards, Kempinskiset up a new time of
24.2 seconds, in the Mile, Scott.Taggart beat a long.standing record by
winning in 4 - minutes 49 seconds and P. R. Davis, running for the
Juniors, achieved2 minutes 21.6 seconds for the Under IS Half Mile.

q
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Against &outhfield School and the Old Abingdoniims we were not so
successful. At Southfield our seniors managed to win quite comfortablv
but our juniors lost·· so heavUv that the over.all score was in our
opponen,ts' favour. The dav was bitterlv cold and this mav in part
account for theeclipse of our Junior team. On the other hand, in the
match with the Old Bovs it was ill luck that cost us the dav•. DisquaU·
fication i~ the relav owing to a falsetake.over bv the School team
enabled the OldAbingdonian~ to ·claimthatevent and the victory at
the same time. Apart from tIlis mishap, however, the School did weil.
Scott.Taggart excelledhimself again bv beating the School Half Mile
record in 2 minutes 7 seconds, although in doing so he onlV managed
to come second to P. R. Sale who bv winning this event in2 minutes
4 seconds ran a very fine race indeed, and achieved a new O.A. reeord.

I . .. .

Ou~ final contest was in Birmingham, where we again· competed in
the Midland Public Schools' AthleticMeeting. Held on Wednesday,
28th March on the Birtningham Universitv track" this meeting provided

0- our team with excellent competition and. experience and we did reason.
ably weIl•.. In the track events, Kempinski was plaeed third i11· the final
of the 220 yards whilst Scott.Taggart after leading part of the wal' in
the Mile was also· placed thlrd. This race,however, was won Jn the
extraordinarv good time of 4 minutes 35 seconds and Scott.Taggart
himself actuallv achieved 4 minutes 42.2 seconds-a verv grand effort
indeedI ..In the field events, Young was placed 6fth in the High Jump,
Older 6fth in the Discus and Wastie seventh in the Weight.

Duting the season, Full Colours were I1warded tp T. M. J. Kempinski
and Half Colours to P. G. Davies and C. Young. .

SENIOR MATCHES

q,r. City of Ox/ord School ·(h). Sat;, 17th March.

High lump: 1. Young, 2. Davies (C.O.S.), 3. Willianis (C.O.S.).
5ft. Uno .

Long Jump: 1. Davies, 2. Tlrlfrel' (C.O.S.), ·3. Davies (C.O.S.).
18ft. lin.

Discus: 1. Bush, 2. Older,3. Slarke (C.O.S.). 112ft. '101n.

440 yards: 1. Burnett (C.O.S.), 2. Brunsdon (C.O.S.), 3. Davies.
54.4 secs.

100 yards: 1. Scott.Taggart,2. Kempinski, 3. Palmer (C.O.S.). 11 sees.

J~velin: 1. Mendham (C.O.S.), 2. Davies, 3. Can;er (C.O.S.). 139ft.

880 yards: 1; Tate (C.O.S.), 2. Fitzsimons, 3. Nichol. 2 min.14.9 sees.

220 yards: 1. Kempinski, 2. Brunsdon (C.O.S.), 3. Fl'sh. 24.2 sees.
(new record).

Shot: 1. Brown, G. J., 2. Combey (C.O.S.), 3. Wastie. 35ft. Sins.
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Mile: 1. Scott·Taggart, 2. Tate (C.O.S.), 3. Lord (C.O.S.) •
.4 min.49 sec. (new record).

Relay (4 x 110 yards): 1. Abingdon, 2. Citvof Oxford. 47.6 sees.

Result: Abingdon. 61. _pts., City of OXford 44 pts.

'11. South.field School (a). Wed., 21st March..

High Jump: 1. Howard, J~ A., 2~ Young, 3 Watts (S.). 4ft. Uins.

100 yards: 1. Scott.Taggart, 2. Cater (S.), 3., Kempinski. 10.5 sees.

880 yards: 1. Ktrk (S.), 2. Nichol, 3. Fitzsimons.' 2 mint .16.3 sees.

Discus: 1. Oider, 2. Clay (S.),3.Rawie (S.). 103ft. U!ins-.

440 yards: 1. Scott-Taggart, 2. Denton (S.), 3. Davies. 55.7 sees.

Shot: 1. Clay (S.); 2. Brown, 3. Dillon (S.). 39ft. 8ins.

220 yards: 1. Kempinski,2. Cater (S.), 3. Johnson (S.)~ 24.5 sees.

Javelin: 1. Bell (S.), 2. Davies, 3. Seott.Taggart. .167ft. 6ins.

Mile: 1. Seott.Taggart, 2. Kirk (S.), 3. Culley. 5 mint 6 sees.

Long Jump: 1. Phillips (S.), 2. Oider, 3. Dopson (S.). 19ft. 7in.

Relay (4 x 220 yards):. 1. SouthfieId, 2. Abingdon. Imin. 42.1 sees.

Result:- Abingdon 70 pts., South1ield 60 pts.

v. Old Abingdonians (11.). Sat., 24th March.

High Jump: 1. Young, 2. Cope (O.A.), 3. Howard. Sft. 2ins.

IOOvards: 1. Kempinski, 2. Cullen· (O.A.), 3. Heavens (O.A.).
11.2 sees.

Long Jump: 1. DaVies, 2. Oider, 3. Whiteford (O.A.). 18ft.4ins.

880 yards: 1. SaIe, P. R. (O.A.), 2. Seott.Taggart, 3. Griffith (O.A.).
2 mint 4.2 sees. (a new O.A. reeord: Seott.Taggart's dme of 2 mint
7 sees. was a new Sehool record).

Shot (12Ibs.):I. Cullen (O.A.), 2. King (O.A.), 3. Brown.
37ft. lUns. . '

440 yards: 1. Kempinski, 2. Davies, 3. Griffith (O.A.). 55.7 sees.

Javelin: 1. Davies, 2. King (O.A.)~ 3. SaIe, M. J. (O.A.). 132ft. 4ins.

Mile: 1. SaIe, P. R., (O.A.), 2. Nichol, 3, EiXon. 4 mint 54.9 sees.

Discus: 1. King (O.A.), 2. ,Cullen (O.A.), 3.Olde~. 139ft. 8ins.

ReIay-(6 x 220 yards): OId Abingdoulans on. disqualification of SchooI.

Resuh: 0190 Abingdonians 48 pts./ School 41pts,
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JUNIOR MATCHES

w. City of Oxford Sehool eh). Sat., 17th March.

Long Jump: 1. Tuffrey (C.O.S.), 2. Ford, 3. Milne. 18ft. 4ins.

High Jump: 1. Coleman (C.q.S.), 2. Longworth,' 3. Kingston.
4ft. 1Uns.

100 yards 'A': 1. Ford, 2. Stevens. (C.O.S.), 3.. Longworth. 12.2 sees.

100 yards 'B': 1. Davis, 2. Jarman (C.O.S.), 3. Hailston (C.O.S.).
11.8 sees.

Discus: 1. ~artin (C.O.S.), 2. Ford, 3. Couling (C.O;S.). 121ft. lin.

880 yaJ;ds: 1. Davis, 2. Tuek, 3. Couling (C.O.S.). 2 min. 21.7 sees.
(a new reeord).

Shot: 1. Bames (C.O.S.), 2. Longworth, 3. Lawrence (C.O.S.).
30ft. 6i~s. ' .

446 yards: 1. Martin (C.O.S.), 2. Bames (C.O.S.), 3. Cross. 58 sees.

Relay (4 x HO yards): 1. City of Oxford, 2. Abingdon. 50 sees.. .

Result: City of Oxford 471 pts., Abingdon 36! pts.

w. Southfield Sehool (a). Weid., 21st March.

Long Jump: 1. Ford, 2. B.ell (S.), 3. MUne. 16ft. 4h~s.

100 yards: 1. Davis, 2. Bell (S.), 3. Lewis. 10.9 sees.

Discus: 1. Townsend (S.), 2. Nolan (S.), 3 Ford. 112ft.

~80 yards: 1. Davis, 2. Thurling (S.), 3. Wood (S.).
2 min. 26.5 sec;s.

Shot: 1. Nolan (S.), 2. Johnson (S.), Longworth. 38ft. 31im.

440 yards:. 1. Ford, 2. Swainger (S.), 3. Styles (S.). 61.3 sees.

220 yards: 1. Bell (S.), 2. Ford , 3. Drinkwater (S.). 25.9 sees.

High Jump: 1. Bond, (S.), 2. Lewis and Longworth (de). 4ft.9ins.

Relay (4 x 110 yards): 1. Abingdon, 2. Soutb1ield. 51.4 sees.

Result: Southneld 65 pts., Abingdon 38 pts.

THESCHOOL SPORTS

Sports Day was held this year on Easter Mondli.y (2nd April). The
weather was perfect and the largest ever erowd of parents and friends
enjoyed an exeellent afternoon's sport. To add to the attracdons of
the weil laid out neid, we experimented with a loudspeaker system run
off the eleetricity supply of LarkhUl: it was. generally eonsidered a
sueees, and wUI. probably be repeated in the fIlture.
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1. Milne, 2. Ford, 3. Cross. 17ft. lin.
1. Gardner, A. J., 2. Davies, P. G., 3. Older.

ISft. 7!ins.

A number of Junior records were broken. R. C. Luker knocked
.3 sees. off the 100 yards Under 13 record. New records were also
achieved by Ganf in the Under 14 100 yards (11.8 sees.) and by P. R.
Davis in the Under 15 100 yards (11.3 sees.). Davis later broke the
440 yards Under 15 record by two wholeseeonds-a remarkable
performance. "ln the field events two reeords were broken. Lonporth
jumped 4 ft. llins. inthe High Jump Under 15 to beat a nineteen·
year-oldrecord by half an inch. R. B. Seott-Taggart gained the Under
16 Shotreeord with a putt of 36ft 11ins.

The inter-House compeddon was not very excidng as Tesdale House
bad already gained a eomfortable lead in· the Standards eompeddon.
Tesdale emerged easy winners of the Ladies of Abingdon Cup, their
313 points, apart from being arecord achievement, overshadowing. the
other Houses-Bennett (2191 pts.) , Blacknall (179t pts.) , Reeves
(158).

The Challenge Cups and certifieates were presented by Mrs. Coleman
on the War Memorial Field after the eonc1usion of the Sports.·

Results:

. Heber Clarke Challenge Cup for Senlors-M. J. Seott-Taggart (20 pts.).

Shallard Challenge Cup for Junior8-P. R. Davis (20 pts.).

110 Yards:

(Under 12): 1. Talbot, 2. Watts, R. C., 3. Marsh. 13.7 sees.
(Under 13): 1. Luker, 2. Stuart-Lyon, A. G. 3. Hedges, P. L.

12.7 sees. (record).
(Under 14): 1. Ganf, 2. Cross, 3. Milne. 11.8 sees. (record).
(Under 15): 1. Davis, P. R., 2. Ford, 3. Tuck. 11.3 sees. (record).
(OPBN): 1. Scott-Taggart, 2. Bush, 3. Kempinski. 10.9 sees.

Long Jump:

(l;J,Jld,r 15):
(OPEN)':

Javelbu

1. Davies, 2 Spinks, 3. Gardner, A. J. 134ft.

Shot:

(Under 16): 1. Seott-Taggart, R. B., 2. Darroch, 3. Smith, R. B.
36ft. l1in. (record).

(OPEN): 1. Wasde, 2. Brown, G. J., 3. Older. 35ft. Sins.

220 Yards:

(OPEN): 1. Kempinski, 2. Spinks and Fysh (de). 24.S sees.
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440 Yards:

(Under~ 15):
(OPEN):

High Jump:
(Under 15):

(OPEN):

, ,
1. Davis, 2. Ford, 3•. Cross. .58.4 sees. (record).
1. Scott.Taggart, 2. Davies, 3. 'Bowen. 54.6sees~

1. Longwor~h, 2.. Milne,3.Kingston. 4ft. 11in.
(reeord).

1. Young, C., 2. Howard, J. A.,3.Westbrook.
5ft. lin.

Discos:
(Under 15): 1. Ford,,2. Wyatt, 3. Campbell. 108ft. 10ins.
(OPEN): 1. Older, 2. Bush, 3. Wastie. 112ft.

880 Yards:
(Under 13): 1. Luker, 2. Henson, M.K., 3.Stuart.Lyon.

2min. 46.6 sees.
(Under 15): 1. Davis, 2. Tuck, 3. Cross.2min. 30.7 sees.
(OPEN) : 1. ScottrTaggart, 2. Nichol, 3. FitzsimoD.s.·

2 min. 13.7 sees.

Mile:
(Under 15: 1. Davis, 2. Johnson, C. T.,3. Harvey, R. W.

5 min. 37.9 sees.
, (OPEN): 1. Seott.Taggart, 2. NichQI,3. Stevens, W. N. R.

5 min~ 10.1 sees.

Relav (8 x 220 vards):

Junior: 1. Tesdale, 2. Reeves, 3. BJaeknall. 3 min. :49.1 sees.
Senior: 1. Bennett, 2. Tesdale, 3. Reeves. 3min. i9.9 sees.

D.O.W.

RUGBY FOOTBALL .

The severeweather Qf mid.tertn played havoc with the junior rugger
. fixturesWlth theresult that the 'Under 15' XV team playecl olilyone
match and the 'Under 14' XV only twO matches during the tertn.
Againsi: Solihull School, awav from home, on Saturday, 28th ]anuary,
both teams leist, the senior side heavily (5-28) and the junior side
farless disastrouslv (3-8). Later, on 18th Februarv, inspite of
frozen conditions, the 'Under 14' XV redeemed their defeat bv a fairly
eomfortable win over Stoneham SehooI,who were paying their first
visit to. ,Abingdon.

Ear1v in March, the Captain of Rugger, Buckland, was asied to
play in ~ regional trial at Finchley. HeplaVed in thepack for the
com,bined S.W. and S.E. Counties. against a. LondonCounties' XV,
and although not selected for conside~tion for the Engllsh Schools'
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Fifteen, he is to be congratulated upon this distinction. We hope he
will have better fortune next year.

'Under 14' House Matches

In the Knock-out competition for the· Bayley Cup,. Bennett House
under the lead of Ford proved very much toO" strong for their opponents.
The preliminary round, played o.n Wednesday, 15th Fehruarv, saw
Tesdale defeated hy Bennett 22-8 and Blacknall the victors over
Reeves by themore even score 18-15_ In the final, postponed until
March becauseof the freeze-up, Bennett overwhelmed Blacknall 30-0.

'Underr ·13" Ruggerr League.

With the co.op.eration ofthe Athletic Club, we were able to playoff
all the matches in this Junior League. Many spirited games were
played, although it early became .clear that Tesdale House were
comparatively weak and indeed only succeeded in gaining a single point
during the Ileason. Reeves !lnd Bennett, with several Under 14 XV
players betw:een them, ultimately proved the winners of the competition
gaining 10- points each. Blacknall House gained 3 points. This tie
necessitated a replay to disco~~r the winner of the Candy Cup. Reeves
House made no mistake about their final victory and beat Bennett
soundly by 14 points to nil. Altogether" the League proved most
popular and spirited.

D.O.W.

BOAT CLUB

Training this term has proceeded more or less normally and con­
ditions on the river have been quite good. The very cold weather
~arly in the season hindered but did not stop us: de-icing equipment
would have been welcome as spray froze instantly on oars and boats,
but fortunately the main stream remained navigable although Culham
Cut was. impassable f{)r some time.

The 1st and 2nd IV's show decided promise, and the 3rd and 4th
crews make up in enthusiasm what they lack in technique. We look
forward to .the racing season with confidence. Several junior crews
have been afloat and by tubbing and bank-tubbing it is hoped. that
sound foundations are being laid for future crews.

We have enjoyed -this term the use ofour new large raf~, bought
cheaply at a sale in Maidenhead in the Michaelmas Term. Tbis is a
tremendous(!) asset, and putil Uil in a position to latinch eights if we
ever have them to launch! However, whilst the purchase price of the
new raft was comparatively low~ the cost of transporting it here was

___;".}_--:... __ ü
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extremely bigh. We. are not an endowed Club and if any old en.
thusiasts would care ;to make· a small contribution towards this it

-would be much aPllreciated. Large contribu~ons would not be rejected
either, of course. We still want ~hat eight,. and another tub pair.

It is pleasant to record also that we have secured the services of
Mr. N. L. Kinibrey as plI-rt.time boatman. Mr. Kim·b~ey, who has
dose connections with the Scbool, will be of very great assistance to us
and we bope that he will continue witb us for many happy years.

We are grateful to Mr. M. H. A. Chandler of Fitzwilllam Hause for
all his hard worktbis term in coaching beginners. We shall miss his
helpmuch and hope that he will at any rate continue to give us moral
su~port and encouragetnent from tbe idle waters of Granta.

R.G.M., G.F.n.

MINOR GAMES

Fives is now becoming a more prominent activity on the Games
Curriculum. The Junior House Fives Competition, an innovation, was
most successful, the cup being won by Tesdale House.

The Weekly House Fives worked exceptlonally well also and we were.
fortunate eno~gh to have 4 players from each house playlng at different
times on most. Wednesday aftemoons.

Tbe·. Tennis 16 for thie season is now complete and we arepleased
to welcome new members. It is lucky that We bave a hard court, _for
potential team 1l1ayers and other tnember~ were ableto play on
Sundays and other days when,they were not required for hockey OI

athletics.
A.j.G.

COMBINED CADET FORCE

Our 'quiet' termbas been ,more than usually so: tbere have been
no excitements from tbe outside to disttact attention from the routine
but very necessary work of tr~ng fo~ tbe Cert. 'A' exam in May.
Candidates, incidentally. do' not always appreciate· the fact that the
course is covered by the end of the Lent term and that tbere is time
onlyfor very quick revision after tbe beginning of Summer term. This
waming comes a Uttle late, of - course, to those ab01~t to cross the
Rubicon, but it is one tbat shouldbe taken to heart by tbe Juniors of ­
today, wbo are the 'Part Two's' oE to-morrow. Moreover, the syllabus
for Cert. 'A' bas again been revised. Tbe new changes will make it
tn'Ore dtfficult for the cadet wbo relles on native wit and personal
smartness to see him tbrough. Exact knowledge in each subject. is
now an essential, and we shallnot repeat tbe 100% record of last
rear's exiun. unless the maximum advantage is taken of the chances



"Coursing" 'goes on, but obviously on a more limited scale, in the
Easter hpUdays; one N.C.O.' and four cadets are attending a Course
in Fieldcraft and Seetion Leading at Salisbury Plain District, and
another N.C.O. is going on. an Engineer course with 9 Trg. Regt., R.E.
In addition, two cadets-on theirown initiative-are paying an ap­
proved visit to the Museum of the Sma11 Arms Wing, School of
Infantry, at Hythe. We can only hope thai: the Railways Branch
A,.P.O. will "wear" the free warrant which they have extracted in this
connection from the C.O. • • I

Thoughts of the Cert. 'A' and the R.A. Classification test tend to
dominate our minds at the beginning of the Summer Term; we should
lio'(' forget, 'however, 'that, the ,R.E. Section-under instruction 'from
Sgt. North of the School of Military Survey-have been taking exam'S
in their stride throughout the winter. For them, terminal, not annual,
exams have become the form and we record with pleasure and saris­
faction that a11 thecadets-now rightly to be rewarded in thematter
of stripes-have quaIified comfortably in two successive tests. On the
subject of speciaUst Sections, it i$ hoped that we sha11 be able to revive
the Signal Seetion in September. Qp.aUfied Signal officers, however, are
not easy' to come hy and the answer will probably rest with our
sponsor unit, IMed. ,Signal Regt~

that remain for revi~ion. With an entry of 65 Part land 50 Part II
candidates we c~n_ once again promi$e the Board a busy day.

In the field of .22 shooting, we recor'!' with modest pride t~e third
successive victory of ow: team in, the Abingdon and Distriet .22 League.
In the final round, we beat E (HanvelI) Coy., Home Guard by 28
points, after a match the issue of which remained in' doubt until
one of ~ur opponents cancelled out a "boob" of ours by putting two
sho~s on the same target. It must be mentioi:l.ed, too, that we' fought
out the final with a reserve in the IV, in the person of Sgt. lIUes, who'
acquitted himself with honour.

Thiscom'Petition has now run for 4 years-the School figuring in
every final-but' there i$ a possibility that with theretirement of the
Home Guard, Ha sponsors, it may lapse. We hope not; and it is
understood that, if 'it goes go on, we can Jook forward next year 10

meeting a team from Radley. With this prospect ahead, let us resolve'
now ~o bUrnish our hl~des-or, should I say, blacken our foresights •• ?

Shooting was, too, the theme and purpose of our visit in January,
thirty strong, to the Small Arm'S School, R.M. The shottist element
was,. a\as,rather weakly represented, but a number of fledglings in the
General Squad gained valuable experience. Unhappily, because of
Service commitment~, it has not been possible to arrange ,the usualvisit
during Aprilof this' year.

5'03'I'H~ ABINGDÖNlAN
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Field Day was held on 22nd March in the hope that we should be
favoured with fine wel!-ther. Alas, it proved to be the 'only dal' over a
period of three weeks when there was anl' apP'reciable rain. How~'1er,

in spite -of our getting a succession of wettings, the day was not unenjoy·
able nor unprofitable. Platoon exercises in separate· areas in theregion
Benson-Ewelme-Chalgrove. had been ably laid· on by the C.S.~. The
opportunity was taken of giving Cert. A' candidates some useful ~ractice
as Section Commanders.. Some of these acquitted themselves with
honour; and in general the experiment was a success, if only in the
sense that it must have impressed on all concerned the need for getting

. the maximum of. pt:actice in the giving oE orders. The R.E. Section
were again unlucky, for their prospective visit to the School of Military
Survel' bad to be cancelled at the last minute; they ;oined-most of
them-in the honest labours ()f the infantry. Tbe R.A. Section ran a
Command Post exercise ingependently of the main body but in the
same area, while the P.I.-known to some' as the Chairbome Section
-in the coUrse of a successful day at the. School, thought lovingly of
the rest ofus as they read magazines in the comfortable Mess at
Nuneham Courtenay whilst the pouring rain flavoured( I) our; 'haver.
bags'•••

During the term, the following promotions were made:

to be Sgt.: L/Sgts. Gardner, Grant, Hammond, Hasthorpe, Hiles
. ando Wastie.

to be L/Sgt.: Cpls. Broad and Rallings.

Once more we express formalbut not the less sincere thanks to all
those who have helped with the training during term; and we look

. forward to their continuing help. And so to the Swnmoer term with its
prospects of high achievement. Mal' we make on General Winterton
as good .an impression as we have cQntrived to create on other lnspecting
()f&cers. .

S.C.P.

ROYAL NAVAL SECTION

Tbe Section has tried this term to get away from the ordinary work.
for the usu~l examinations, and the main work of the temrhas been a
short course in N avigation,while same members have been engaged
in making models.

Field Day was spent at H.M.S. President in London where a ·most
interesting da,. was spent in.variedinstruction-not the least interesting
of which was a look round H.M.S. (Late S.S.) Disco'lleTY.

Five moembers of the ~ection have been on course!\ during hoUdays,
four on an ait course, and the other on a Quartermaster's course.
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Tbe Secdon now num'bers thirty·two members, of wbom all but one
have passed for Able Seaman. The following promodons were J;Dade
during the teim:-

To Petty Officer"-D. ]. Langton, C. K. D. Cobley.

To Leading Seaman-F. ]eal, D. J. Meakins.
L.c.J.G.

SCOUTS

Tms tefID has seen the introduction of a new neckerchief-navy blue
with the school badge.upon it. It is hoped that tbe use of a standard
colour will give the troop a uniform in every sense of the word.

Training has progressed very satisfactorlly and two scouts have
gained their second dass badges. With several otbers nearlng this
standard, prospects for summer camp are brlght.

Field Day was unfortunate for its weatber, but Youlbury 'rang to
the sounds of the "Quarter Master's Stores" suitably amended. Tbe
cooking of san~wiches on a camp :lire was found to give them a new
unsuspected 1lavour.

Next term will see the Troop particlpating in the Abingdon Qnater.
Centenary Celebratio~s lind preparing for Camp.

M.N.W.

SCHOOL LlBRARY

We are pleased to acknowledge the following gifts, with sincere
tbanks to the donors: Stevenson's Book ·of Quotations from Mrs. David
Green: The Story of Scotland Yard from C. E. T. Moore, Esq.: The
England of Elitabethfrom P. Stroud.Viney, Essays in French Literature
from' T. C. Glucklich· and Ages in Chaos from C. G. Brown, tbe three
last leaving books.

We ar-e also glad to welcome Mr. Helliwell to the Library Stafi. He
has already put in a tremendous amount of hard' work .and with the
assistance of the junior librarlans carried out an accurate check of the
whole library. This has revealed the depressing fact .thatat least 200
books are unaccounted for-many of them only recently acquired.
There is no doubt that this is chie1ly due to carelessness, but if any Old
·Boys should find themselves in possesliion of Ubrary books we
do appeal to them to return them anonymously whenever they come
across them. Tbe Governors recently authorised a generous increase in
the Library grant, but the benefit is largely lost if we are compelled
to spend more and. IIJ.'Ore· JUoney on replac~ents.

Q.P.O.
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SCHOOL SOClETIES

ROYSSE SOCIETY

S01

The acdvities of the Roysse Society during the Lent, Term consisted
of three hlghty successfu1 meetings; rarely can the papers have reached
a bIghe~ general level.

At the first meeting held on 14th February, M. C. Rallings presented
a paper entided "Phvsician heal thyself". Tbe author dealt thorouuhlv
with the mental facton which were involved in the art of healing.
The use of psychosomatic medicine, and the N adonal Health Service,
were topics weil to the fore in the heated disCussion that ·followed.

Tbe. seCond meedngwas held on 29th February, when P. ). A. Fvsh
read a paper entided "Modernity".' ~e outllned the growth and appeal
of modem poetry, and in the course of bIs paper he quoted effeetively
from several modern poets, T. S. EIiot's "The W aste Land" being
spedally p'romi~ent. Diseussion became enjoyably general, and mos~

memben agreed that the pessimism portrayedin modem poetry did not
reßect' the outlook of the present day. .

At the last meeting of the term M. J. Seott-Taggart read a paper
endded "An Analysis of the Mlnd", iIi whieh he put forward the .
modern view of the nature of the non-material seetionsof the per­
sonaUty. After general diseussion it was agreed that the brain was the
interpreter for the mind, but the memben were unable to reaeh. agree­
ment on the reladonship of the mind to the soul.

Tbe Society wishes to express its thanks to the Headmaster and Mrs.
Cobban for their continued hosPltlllity throughout the term.

J_A.H.

TURNOR SOCIETY

Unfortunately it. was only possible to hold two meetings during the
Lent Term'. On 3rd February, Mr. T. H. H. Skeet gave' us a most
vivid and eomprehensive talk on "New Zealand". He showed us that
it was the most English of the dominions; and told us of its slze, trade,
eides,' govemment and welfare services, finding several of these things
similar to those 01' the United Kingdom. He then favourablv eompared
the seenery and sports facilides of New Zealand to their European
equivalents. Afterwards he patiently answered numerous questions,
mcludlng one as to the quiekest means of emigrating therel

On 16th March Mr.G. Dimond spoke to us on "Kenya", concentrat­
lng mainly OD the recent waves of Mau-Mau terrorlsm and lts effect on
the country. After a short introductory talk, he, showed a splendid
colour film of the COUDtry, but the meedng had to be adjourned atthe
end of the film through lack of time. We have invited Mr. Dlmond
to eomplete his talk. in the Summer Term. . I. L. MeL.
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DEBATING SOCIETY

The emphasis this term was upon Public Speaking. An internal
competition was promoted by the Soclety and, at the ·well.attended
Finals on 23rd March, B. Westbrook (Chairman) and N. K. 'Hainmond
(Speaker) were adjudged the winners by the 'Headmaster, L. C. J.
Griffin, Esq., and' K. M. D. Holloway, Esq.

The Headmaster gave abrief critical sp~ech emphasising the import.
ance of choosing an ap'propriate subject. The-winning team had spaken
on "The Deportation of Archbishop Makarios" while other suhjects
included "History" (two te~s), "Arts and Sclences" and "Me".

Only two debates were held. At the first M. J. Scott·Taggart; proposing
the motion that "Man's place is on Earth", contended that Man' s
natural evolution precluded the possibility of his creation for either
Heaven or 'Hell. S.C. Woodley, opposing, suggested that our sub.
consclous desires were Heaven (or HeU)and therefore Man was
destined for one or the other. T. M. J. Kempinski and' P. J. A. Fysh,
seconding the' proposition and opposition respectively, gave· two ex.
tremely entertaining speeches.· The motion was adopted by 28 votes
to 20.

The second debate was unusual in that the speakers were drawn
solely from the Third Form:s. T. A. Libby proposed the motion that
"FUm: censorship should be aholished", seconded by D. P. Heather.
Hayes. C. J. Pickup and' B. M. J. Lewis opposed.The self.assured and
intriguing speeches heard on this oCC8sion promise well for the healthy
continuation of the Soclety. The motion was adopted hy 39 votes to
37.

The term was one of innovation hut it is hoped that in the Summer
we shall return to the more conventional form of debate,

D.S.G.

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY

During the Lent Term three meetings were held. At the firs~, on
3rd February, the film "Building Britain's Grid", made by Callender's
Cables Ltd., was shown. It was a source of much regret that owing to
a technical hitch the film could not he completed.

On 24th February Mr. Williams gave a very interesting talk to
budding Geologists of the Field Cluh and the Sclentific Soclety on "The
Changing Face of the Earth". In this he descrihed 'how, in the cooling
of the once.molten earth, the p'resent types of rock and geographical
features were formed.

2nd March hrought the annual Conversazione, at which members of
the Society performed experiments and gave demonstrations. These
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ranged from. a working modelof Hiero's Engine· to a dem'Onstration of
the advantages of high·voltage transmission in Britain's Grid.' However,
the exhibit which proved of the greatest attraction-Electrostatics­
came as a great shock for many membersl R.W.W~

LlTERARY SOCIETY

The initial meeting of the Literary Soclety was held on 6th February.
At this the society officlally came into being, and a constitution was
drawn up limiting membership to 1ifteen sixth.form boys, meetings to be
heldat· members' houses. Mr. Helliwell had kindly agreed to sponsor
thesociety, and the following officers were elected: President..,..-The
Headmaster; Chairman-Po J. A. Fysh; Secretary-8. C. WoodleYI
Committee-T. M. J. Kempinski and W. W. Budden.

At the first· full meeting a general discussion was held, begun by
8evetal membetli reading poems.

The second meeting featureda highlysuccessful reading of T. S.
Eliot's verse drama,. "M,""der in the Cathedral". A. J., Gardner inter.
preted the part ofThomas ä Becket with his customuy ability, while
Mr. Helliwell and M. 'J. Scott.Tagg~rt formed a splendid cho~s.

At the last meeting D. S. Gerrard read a paper called "The Inadequate
Medium", lamenting the inadequacy ~f words to convey our deepest
experiences. In the ens~ng discussion, ahnost everything the speaker
had said was vehemently attacked.

During theSummer Term we are hoping to stage an outing to the
Stratford Memorial Theatre; in addition, Mt. John Betjeman has kindly
consented· to address the soclety. S.C.W.

Mu'SIC SOCIETY

The !.ent Term w~s again a .busy .one. C. K. D. Cobley gave a ·talk
entitled "Handel and his Music" with many well.chosen illustrations.
S. H. Freedman presented records of Schubert's 3rd .and Beethoven's
8th Symphonies. The vice·president, E. H. F. Sawbridge, Esq., intro·
duced '.'The Pirates of Penzance" by Gilbert and Sullivan, and "TIll
Eulenspi~er" by Richard Strauss.· D. Wiggins presented Dvorak's
delightful 'cello concerto.

The orchestra agam e~tered for the North Berkshire Musie Festival,
which this year was held· at Wantage. Everybody concemed agreed that
it was a very pro1itable and' enjoyable day. Perhaps the most notable
event was the first publicappearanee of the string quartet, which has
m'llde a highly successful start with' a contemporary work b'f' Davl4
Stone.
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Tbe ,Secretary arran:ged an informal concert of chamber music on
Friday, 23rd March.' Tbe programme included avioUn solo, a piece
for two recorders and continuo, a flute solo and a piano trio, as weil
as a solo viGlin, viola and 'cello and the quartet.

We were busy over Easter. On Good Friday asection of the choir
sang the "St. Matthew Passion" by Schütz. The anthems over the Easter
weekend were twomotets by Vittoria and John IV of Portugal. We
also sang the carol "This Jovful Eastertide", Handel's chorus "0 Praise
the Lord with One Consent", and the TaUis five.part Utany.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

The filming of "Danger is Near"-the winning entryfor the compe·
tidon for the best film script last term-has begun. Tbe film has a
somewhat conventional theme, so the technieians are giving full reign
to their imagination in order to make itas original as p08sible. Tbis
term has been devoted mainlv to exterior shots~ which ha~e noW
been almost completed. Tbis leaves next term free for the simpler
exteriors, so that filming does not interfere with examination'work.
We are grateful to Michael Grigsby and Michael Sale for giving up
their weekends to come and give advice to the Soeienr at the beginning
oE the Term.

Tbe film oE the new class.room block is almost complete. Tbe
shooting now is of speda1ized work which will give added interest to
the film. It is hoped that both films will be ready for Founder's Day.

C.H.

FILM SOOIETY.

During the Term six meetings were held~ at which various types of
film were shown. On 10th February a large audience saw' a selecdon
oE earlv films, all of which were made before 1913 in Britain, France,
U.S.A~ and ItaIV. Tbe programme iUustrated earlv types oE fil.tn.making
and showed how the, art oE the film began to develop from that oi the I

theatre. '

On 9th March, two. Polish films were presented, "Tbe Dragon' oE
Cracow", a piece oi puppetry based upon ananeient legend, and a
Newsreel. A week later we were amused by the exploits of Charlie
ChapUn in two short fi1fus, ''Tbe New World" and "Rolling Around".

Other films shown during the Term included colour films -oi the
Scottish Higblands, and several oi American make. Among tbe latter
was a 'film on the development oi tbc helicopter, and one concerning
tbc KQreaD, war. W.N.R.S.
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JOINT CLUB
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The opening meeti~ was a sodaion 4th Februarv. when. old
ilcquaintances were renewed and fresh ones made. On 3rd March we
visited the New Theatre to see the domesti(: comedv. HA Likelv Tale".
wbich was enjoved bv most people. 0

On 17th Mar~hthe Club attended a most intetestinglecture by
Major Bucklev. Our tnanks go also to Mr. Honu, who tater in the
evening showed "No T~bled House".

It might not be amiss here to remind members that theV have. an
obligation too attend the cultural activities as wellas the sodal. We
hope for an improvement in this directio~ during the Summer Tenn.
when we shall be holding several outdoor meedngs. P.O.O.

HOLIDAY CLUB

The Club had· a quiet Christmas holidav in the neId of sporring
acdvities. One table tennis match was plaved, against· the Church
Youth Club which, after a most en;ovable game, we lost 7-2.

Although Our sporting activides were curtailed the Club prospered
in other aspects. as it held for the nrst time a sodal evening. Despite
wretched weather the attendance was good 0 and the sodal itself was
extremelv enjovable. . The Club would like to thankevervone who
helped to make the evening such a success, espedallv the Headmaster
for bis kind gift of fruit, Mr. Ingham, and Mr. Brampton who so
kindlv allowed us to use the hall at Caldecott House. It is hoped
that another sodal will be held in the near future. . 0

Several ttxtures were arranged for the Easter holidavs. Stop-presg
reports indicate that a soccer match was lost bv. 4-1 against the~RAF
Abingdon Bovs Club on April 8th. The match was fast and enjovable,
with Woodruff, Davies and Young conspicuous for the HoUdav Club.
and Westbrook outstanding in goal. But we

o
gain our revenge at table·

tennis, where a Holidav Club IU defe!lted a RAF Bovs Club IU by
the narrow margin of 5 matches to 4.

The onlv nxture outstanding at the time of going to press was a
table-tennis match against Milton Youth Club.

Membersbip of the Holidav Club continues to rise to an almost
alarming extent. We are sorry to have to turn down numerous pro­
spectlve m.embers eaeh term. but a limit must be imposed somewherel

Finally we shm,ud again like to thank the Headmaster for the use
of the Gvmnasium during the holidays, and Mr. Ingham for continuing
to sponsor the club-a job that is no sinecurel C.S.W.
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EASTER EXCURSIONS

The 'Abingdonian' g6es to press as the ItaUan party is speeding
across Europe on its homeward joumey. Thts interim report therefore
is ba.sed on ebe pubUshed programme of the party· and on the series
of picture postca.rds which has en1ivened our breakfast table.

This yel!-r Mr. and Mrs. Griffi~ were supported by Mr. and Mrs.
Talbot, Mrs. Snelling, Mr. Horrex, Mr. Williams, Mr. Sawbridge and
twenty-two boys. Theparty left Ahingdon on Tuesday, April 10th,
and has had approximately a week in Rome and a week in Amalti
before entraining for home.· It is due back iri Abingdon 'on the evening

'of Wednesday, April 25th. Apart from loeal excursions in Rome,
the itinerary included visits to' Frascati, the Catacomb~, Pompeü, Paestum
and Capri (wher~ presumably the ghosts of Tiherius and A%el Munthe
now walk together, an i~l-assorted pair).

Most ofthe picture post-cards we have received have the titles re­
produced at the hack in. four lan,guages. We l;an therefore assure our
readers that the "Romaln Forum" looks much as it did twenty-five
years ago; that the "Sculptures' Museum" contalns a "helicoidal stair­
case"; andc (curiously) that "Impero's Street" retains its proud title.
From the manuscript messages we gather that a11 the party have
thoroughly enjoyed themselves, that the weather has heen good, and
that the hotels have been very comiortable. Some of the party have
been to the Opera in Rome ("The Barber of Seville"); others repre·
sented the School at a Papal Audience. It is an anti-climax to add
that the appearance of octopus on the menu has. apparently had no
ill-effects•

. , We are rather better hriefed about Mr. Helliwell and his private
Outward Bound School up in the Lakes for wehave seen one of the
party who has just returned-we alm'Ost said one oE the surnvors.

The Commodore himself flew his flag in a motor cruiser; Mr.
Mortimer, Mr. Cooper and Mr. Hillary provided the ship's complement.
A' round dozen boys were ac~omm'Odated.in sailing hoats (there Is
probably a technical term. for them, dinghies of brigantines, hut we are
unashamed-Iandlubbers). Most of' the time was .spent on, in or under'
the water, hut a couple oE davs were devoted to:"scramhles on the FilÜe.:
The arrival of a V.I.P. in the. person of Mr. Alston provided added
excitement. We have yet to leam. whether Heather-Hayes' ingenuity
extended to a feu de joie.

On second thoughts perhaps this article ought reatly to be entitled
'Bricks without $traw'? But the vast rotary presses are alreadv in
motion: tbe Abingdonian is helng put Co bed: and for a first-hand
account of these two parties we shall have to walt for our next issue.

].M.C.
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BffiTHS

FABES.. On 27th -February, 1956, to Sadie, wife of. Alan Fabes
(1928), a son.

GIBAUD. On 9th January, 1956, to Janet, wife of Roy D. Gibaud
(1942), a second son, Hugh Charles.

MILLS. On 30th March, 1956, to Barbara, wife of RaIphMills
(1935), a daughter, Rosem'lll')' Ann•

. POLLEY. On 22nd March, 1956, to Rita, wife of Vernon G. Polley
(1939), a brother for Roy (Brian James).

MARRIAGES

CALVERT.FISHER-LOWNDES. On Saturday, 21st April; 1956,
at Radley Parish Ch.urch, Captain Colln Calvert.Fisher, .R.M., (1944)
to Heather Bee Humphries Lowndes.

GARRETT-POTTINGER. On December 31st, 1955, at ChUdrey
MethodistChurch, Frederick John Garrett (1950) to Ruth Potting~r.

SCOTT-ROOKE. On Saturday, 27th.August, 1955, at Summertown
Congregational Church, Oxford, Peter Arthur Scott (1943) to Jeanne
Erica Rooke, of Oxford.

WHEATON-FORRER. On Ftiday, 23rd March, 1956, at Christ
Church Chislehurst, Kent, David Harry Wheaton (1948) to Helen
Joy Forrer, of Brom}.ey, Kent.

Many Old Boys who ware confirmed by him'Ylll·learn with regret
of thedeath of the Rt. Rev. G. B.· Allen, late Bishop of· Dorchester.
Since. his .redrement two years ago hehad been living at Cheltenham,
but his health steadily deteriorated and he died there on 27th March.
He alw.ays had a pardcular affe~tion for the· School ChapeI, ';'here
with other candidates, he received the final preparation for ordination.

We are very sorry also tO record the sudden death on 31st March
of Mrs. Frank Morland, mather of four O.A.'s, J.W., R.B.H., T.F.T.
and'(~.S. to whom we offer our 'sincere sympathy. They have for many
years been dispersed in three continents, John in Australia, Ben and
Charles in Africa and .Tom in Canada but they have always kept in
touch with their old Schoo!.

John Knowles (1916) is now Assistant Public Trustee.

GUbert Sanders (1947) who recendy received his degree of D.Phil.
in Physlcs at Oxford isnowon the Statl at A.E.R.E., Hatwell.
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J. B. Rich' (1947) is also engaged on nucle!lr work at Holmbrook,
Cumberland.

David Wheaton (1948) whom we congratulate on his recent marriage
took his B.D. London Degree last July.

D.B. Ker (1943) who qualUied as M.B., B.S. Lond. in Dec., 1953,
after two years aso House Physiclan: at St. Thomas' is now Ship's
Surgeon on a P. & O. Liner~

V. J. Relle (1924) is Chief Engineer with Totalisators Ltd.

Kenneth Mills (1932) has moved from the Isle oE Wight and is now
teaching at Aldwickbury School, Harpenden, aPreparatory Scho,ol. with
some 120 boys.

J. L. Taylor (1943) has relinquished bis post with Estate Agents in
Oxiord and 1s now in the Technical Sales department 'of May and
Baker (Agricultural Division). '

Trevor Th~mas (1947) with a large firm of builders' at Maidenhead
is already an A.M.B.S.I. and. is aitning at L.I.B., mystic symbols denoting
meln·bersbip of.Building Institutes•. He also has been plaving for Thames
Valley R.F.C.

John Langford (1946) is a Junior TechnIcal Assistant with the Bristol
Gas Undertaking at the Stapleton Road works.

Michael Grigsby (1955) has secured a post with ,Granada's Outside
Broadcast Unit at Manchester and we hope It will not be long hefore
his name appears among the'credits'.

School rowing was weIl represented in J:he recent Head of the River
race at Putney. John Swainston (1955) was strokingLondon Univ.
1st VIII. Peter Lay (1954) was '7' in King's CoIl., Newcasde VIIIas
well as being 9th man Eor'Durham Univ. VIII. GeoffreyCrockford
(1952) was bow in St. Mary's Colt. VIII and John Hall (1955) '6' in
Southampton Univ. 2nd VIII. Richard Millard (1952) Captain oE
Boats at St. Peter's Hall, Oxford was alsothere rowing '6' in the VIII.
In ·the Oxford Torpids Peter Amey (1954) in the Pembroke 1st boat
went up one place,. while the 2nd boat, into which Colin Wiggins
(1953) was coaxed at the last minute, made 4 bumps and gained its
oars.

Drawings by Michael Bateman (1951)have been appearing with
some frequency in Univenity and College (Pembroke) Magazines,
while Brian Boddington (1952) has continued to issue bis feature
ardcles from Keble. .

Gerald Nicholls (1953) now happily recovered from a relapse in
.health, is still studylng Hospital Administration with the Middlesex
Oroup, but hopes to be going to Bristol University in the Autumn.
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SERVICES·

Lt.Col. A. T. Hatfield (1927) M.B.E. (and sometime holder of the
Shallard Cup) isstationed at Bicester in R.A.O.C.

2nd Lt. C. G. P. AVlin (1952) R. Berks is at Goslar,ioinedrecendv
bV David Free and JIm Page. Their staV will be brief as the battalion
returns in MaV to Tidworth. Both plav hockey for the batta~on and
David also plaved for the Depo~ at Topsham and Reading.

Capt. D. W. OlMe (1942) R.A.S.C. has been attending an 18
months Petroleum Installation Course :at the National OU Refinerv,
L1andarev. When this ends in Julvhe will probablvbe posted to No.3
Petroleum Reserve Depot, R.A.S.C. at Grobbendank in Belgium.

N. A; C. Darroch (1952) in R. Education Corps is also at Goslar
in Companv with L/Cpl. Blinman (1954) who was hoping to spend
Easter in Berlin.

JohnGreenawav (1952) R.A., A.A., is at Oldenburg. He was with
Barrf Whiteford at Delmenhorst before the latter was demobbed.

David Jones (1955) has arrived at R.M.A. Sandhurst.

O.A. CLUB

The London. O.A. Dinner was held on Fridav, 9th March
at the CitvLiverv Club, Thames Embankment. The arrangements were
again in the capable hands of Stanlev Paige to whom the Club is
sincerelv grateful.

C. C. Woodlev, the President, was in tbe Chalr, supported by the
Vice President, the President·elect, G. S. Sturrock and a goodly arrav
of ex.Presldents. Altogether some58 members were present, including
a strong contingent from Abingdon, but it is still feIt that members
living in and near London should support what is a most enjovable
event in much greater numbers. However, it is always good to see the
regulars each vear as wellas the 'lost boys' who reappear on .th~se
occaslons.

The Committee has decided that it is time another address list was
circulated, but to avoid the verv heavy burden on the Club's finances
that would be entailed by printing~speciallyas such lists becoQ1e out
of date 80 rapidlv-it is proposed to have it dupUcated. If this method
meets with general satisfaetion it should be possible to lssue new
lists at much shorter intervals. Members mav expect to receive the new
list with the annuaI notices, before the end of· the month. Meanwhile
there is appended a list of Club members whose present addresses are
unknown. AnV information that will help to fill the gaps wlll .be
gratefully received bV G. F. Duxburv, Abingdon School, as soon as
possible.
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J.P. Alderslev, '38 E. D. Grimwood, '18 W. R. E. SeriveneJ;', '17

J. B. H. J. Aldiss, '46 J. H.Guy, 'Z9 H. D. Shallard, 'Z5

P. V. Aldiss, '46 L. A., G. HendleyO'38 W. D.Shallard, 'Z5 -

P. J. Aldridge, '05 E. O. Hf:lls, 'zo J~ G. Shepherd, '09

R. F. W. Andrews, '35 J. B. Hodgson, '.03 R. M. -Short, 'Z8

H.W. C.Barnes,'12 T. H. Hodgson, 'Z9 R. ·P. SimmQnds, '31

J. ·A. C.Barnes, '42 G. J. Holmes, '26 W. a. T. S1dnner, '15

E. P. Bastln, '45 F. C. L. Humphrey, '28 A. J. Kingsley Smith,

S. S. Bates, '29 L. J. D. Hutehinson, '28

G. H. Beulev, '27 '36 D. G. Smith, '28

J. S. V. Beazley,'27, G. H. J. lngold, '12 E. R. LesUe Smith, '29'

K. C. Bradbury,'25 W. G. E. Jacob, '32 K •. CassonSmith, '25

A. F: Bragg Smith,'26 D. H. Jenkins, '21 W. B. Smith, '28

-a J. Bride, '1.7 F. L. Kitto, ;20 W. G. Smith, '35

M. G. Brinsmead, '06 R. B. Leaeh, '09 A. H. K. Stevens, '21

A.F. Brown, '53 R. H. S. Lesser, '44 R. Stross, '33.
E. L.Brown" '53 L.A. Lloyd, 'ZOG. L. Th~teher, ~20

B~W. L. Buckland, '24 W. Lup.ton, '18 T. T. Theophii.us, ;Z5

E. C. Cann, '34 R. H. MarshalI, '4() R. F. L. Thomas, '25

F. Crossland, '17 H. J., Mason, '~O R. L~ Triggs, '31

R. L. Dawson, '28 H. A' N. Medd, '10 G. E. T.irudgian,'42
. \ ' (

W. G. C. Denny, '29 V. H. Miller, '19 H. N. Trye, '29

J. W. Duncan,'93 &oE. G. Morewood, '33'1. H. Wakefield,'08

J. B. O. Durell, '27 E. A~- Passam, '27 J•. G. Waldron, '27

C. B. Edwards, '14· N. V. Pearson, '27, M.n. Wells, '37·

L. L'E. Edwards, '09 P. :a,.Pfordteb,f32 R. W. F.C. Westgate,

F..V. Enoc:h,'13, K. Pri~r, '$3 '41

A...~~~:·~et, ....~~:..... . H:·~:.Rog~~; '11..·... M. H:. ~e!lt, "'37

a.M. Garton, '26 S. W. R. Royse, '25 E. G. Whelpton, ~09

G. J. Goodey, ':33 D. G. Sandercock, '39 M. D. White, '45

A. M. 1>. Greene; '28 E. D. S. Schwier, '48

Memo-Old Boys'D~y-i6thJune, 1956.
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OLD ABINGDONIAN TRUST FUND

A more' detail~d account of the, progress made with the two pavUions
has already been given on aprevious page of this issue; here we need
ouly say that the R.B. pavillon on Upper Field 1s nearing completion
and a start will shortlybe made with the larger building on the War
Memorial Field.

We are very pleased te say that the steady trickle of new covenants
conrlnues, as weIl as generous donati~ns, and to all we say 'Thank vou,
very much'. Since the last issue of the Abingdonian covenant,s. have
been receivedfroIn' J.E. Greenaway, R. F. Mamn, J. P. Mosdell. D. W.
Qlliffe, E. L. Parry, A. C. Vivian and M. N. Williams, a Bankers Order,
from R. B. H. Morland anddonarlons from C. M. Humfrev, H. M;

,Insley-Fox, D.W. Olliffe, a~d J. E. Emmett '~
~ , '

Inside this magazine subscribers, under Covenant will find the, slips
requiring their signatur«; to enable us to recover the Income Tax. May
I appeal to all to sign them at once-bdore thev~are forgotteti-and .
return them to me in the stamped envelope enclosed.

G. F. Duxbury.

Tenns of Su~cription

The Life Membership Subscripnon to the üld Abingdonian Clbtb
whiCh covers all the Pri'l1ileges, of the Club but does not i~c1ude receipt
01 the MagaVne is Three Gui1!-eas.

All subscriptions to, the Club or enquiries relating to it sho-uld be sent
to the Treasu,rer, W. Bevir, Esq., 36 Park Road, Abingdon, Berks.

'The iAbingdonian'

Old Boysand othen can obtain the Maga~ine in three ways:

1. By Banker's Order (minimum 7/6) payaible to the IOlcl
Abingdonian Trust Fund. Form~ of Covenant which will
nearly double the value OIf all subscriptio,ris to the Fund of
10/. and over will gladly be supplied.

2. By Compounding for Ufe Subscription: 5 guinea~ maximum,
2 guineOiS 'minimum, according to 'age.

-
3. By subscriPtion to the Mag~ine at current ,'price, at present

5/. per annum.

All subscriptions to tlie O.A. Trust Fund and 'The Abingdonian', or
questions relating to them should be sent to G. F. Duxbury, Abingdon
Schoo!, Berks. He will also be glad to receive news fTom and con­
cerning O.A.'s fOT inclusion inthe mag~ne, ~nd particula'l'ly fWompt
notice of all changes of address.
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Matrons recommend 'Clydel!!'
ing. She knows that, wherever shirts,
pyjamas, pullovers,'socks and stock-

_ings carry the Day-and-Night. trade
mark, she will baveno' trouble­
proteeted by tbe famous guarantee-

1F LT SHR/NKS WB REPLACE

Matron speaks from experience. Many
hundr~ of •Viyella ' and •Clydella '

.garments, pass tbrougll her capable
bands every term. She sees them give,
-to one generati0!1 IU'ter another, the
same unvarying quaUty, the same
protection, the same strengtb under
knockabout wear and continual wash~


