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CALENDAR, MICHAELMAS TERM, 1954

Term begins
Field Day-C.C.F. and Scouts
1st XV v. D. O. WilUs' XV (h)

1st XV v. Reading School (h)
1st XV v. Newburv Grammar School (h)
1st XV v. Pembroke College (a)
1st XV v. St, Edward's School 2nd XV (h)
1st XV v. Radley College 2nd XV Ca)
1st XV v. SoUhull School (h)
to Mondav, 1st November-Half Tel1l1'

1st XV v. Magdalen College School (a)
1st XV v. Southfield (a)
1st XV v. BJoxham Sehool (a)
1st XV v. City of Oxford School (h)
1st XV v. Roval Grammar Sch., High Wycombe (h)
1st XV v. Windsor County School Ca)
Confirmation Service, 3 p.m.

1st XV v. Old Abingdonians (h)
School Plav, "Tobias and The Angel"
School PlaV, .second performance
Service ofLessons and Carols (S. Helen's Ch.) 6.30 p.m.
Term ende, 10.15 a.m.

nt Term begins 9 a.m. on Tuesday, 18th January, 1955 (Boarders
return Mondav, 17th Januarv).
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J. R. Pratt (D) T. C. Glucklich (D)
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J. M. Pulsford (D) D. M. P. Jones (D)
J. D. Hall (5) J. J. Swainston (C)

House Prefects

School Hous_J. A. Nichols, J. A. Howard, R. D. Gammack, R. D
P. Griffith, p. C:. 5arsfield Hall, T. J. Kempinski, M. C. Rallings

Crescent Hous_R. W. Westcott.

Larkhill-A. E. Bush.

Waste Court-A. Maxwell, I. W. Trenaman.

Dayboy~P. O. Older, B. M. Roberts, J. T. Page, G. B. G. BroWl1
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Secretary of G.G.C.-D. A. Jones

Secretary oE Minor Games..,.-J. A. Nichols
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"Spring, the sweet spring, is the year's pleasant king." How true are
these words when we recall the high spirits in which we returned to
school after the Easter vacation. Everywhere the fields, the trees and
shrubs were green again; the fruit trees blossomed and the spring flowers
bloomed one by one for what seemed to be a very short period. So
fortunate are we, in fact, in living in such wonderful surroundings
that we tend to think of the outside world rather less than we ought.

Providence, however, brought us into touch with the rest' of .the
nation on two occasions during the Summer Term-memorable for the
somewhat unusual sight of .the school flag dominating the school
buildings.

The first occasion was the return of Her Majesty the Queen from
her Commonwealth Tour. How gtad and how proud we all were to
see her, and her family, return unscathed from a world so restless and
unsettled. Then, soon after Whitsuntide came the sad news of the
death of Dr. Kirk, the Lord Bishop of Oxford. Dr. Kirk had long been
aS80ciated with our own School Chapel where he had confirmed m'llny
members 'of the School, past and present, at the annual confirmation.
service. Weshall miss him.

Thus amidst the fever of the certificate examinations we were re.
minded of .the life which lies beyond school; and what better examples
could we have of lives given to the service of one's fellows than the
examples of our gracious Queen and the late Bishopl Such persons
inspire faith in any attempt whatsoever- to secure a truly lasting peace.

SCBOOL NOTES

Theschool flag was flown at half.mast to mark our own sense of
personal loss at the sudden and unexpected death of the Bishop of
Oxford which occurred on Whit.Tuesday, 8th June. For many years
the Bishop h.ad visited us each Advent Sunday to hold a Confirmation
Service in. the School Chapel, and none of those who were privileged
to hear him on these occasioi18, .whether as masters, parents, or candi·
dates, will forget the kindly and impressive dignity with wbiclt he
invested the' Service. We oifer to bis familv our respectful and sincere
symp'athy in their irreparable loss.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Parham, formerly Bishop of Reading, has kindly
agreed to conduct our Confirmation Service on Advent Sunday tbis
year in the place of the late Bishop.

It is a matter for regret that our Vice.Chairman, Mr. Thomas, should
bave found it necessary to vacate the office of Chairman of theBerkshire
CountyCouncil wbich he has held with such liistinction. We hope that
rellef frOD1' the major cares of office will 8QOl\ le~d to a tull recQvery in
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health so that he mav continue far long to help guide the destinies ol
COUDty and of School alike.

We note with interest that Mr. Airev Neave has been reappointed a!
P.P.S. to Mr. Lennox.Bovd, who has recendv transferred from thf
Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation to the Colonial Office.

We congratulate another "f our Govemors, Mr. Sparkes, on 1ili
re·election as a member of the Borough Council.

Last term we had the pleasure of thanking two of our Govemors
Mr.Candv and Mt'. Morrell, for the presentation of challenge trophies
Now we ofter equallv warm thanks to Dr. O'CoDDor who has vel1
kindly intimated his wish to commemorate bis mavoralty bV presentin~

a trop'hV to be awarded for sculling. This was actuallv competed for il1
antiCipation (with Dr. O'Connors approval) at this vears regatta:Wf
hope ir will be formallv p'resented during Dr. O'Connor's vear of office

We were very pleased to welcome Miss Deas, our new H.M.I., wh(J
visited the School for the first time on 16th June and managed in thf
course of the dav to see a good cross·section of our activities.

Other and more exotic visitors included Mr. C. F. Nanuel of St. Paul'!
School, Darjeeling, and Mr. M. I. Abusln and Mr. B. C. Dafalla, hath ol
the Sudan, who spent the aftemoon at the School on 6th MaV'

The Headmaster and Mrs. Cobban had the honourof attendlng thf
RoVal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace on the aftemoon of Jul}
15th.

Wecongratulate Mr. and Mrs. Burgess on the birth of theirbaby
daughter, Sarah Elkabeth.

We were glad to hear that the Bursar had made a good ~ecoverv from
the major operation whic:h he underwent earlv in JulV' It was p'leasant
too to see Mr. Wiblin back at work after bis long Ulness. The School u
indebted to Mr. Hollowav, who gallandv took over Commander HoVle'!
duties during bis absence, and to Mr. Maurice Venables (O.A.), who il1
turn took over the bulk of Mr. Hollowav's teaching periods.

The Govemors have app'ointed Mr. D. O. Willis to fiII the new post
of SecondMaster. We wish him a happy term of office in an appoint
ment wbich we susp'ect, will involve plenty of hard work. '

It is with a heavv heart that we sav good.bve to Mr. Barker, for therf
are few departments of school life wbich have not feit the impact of hii
dVnamic energv. But he would be the last man to want a -formal
valedlctory notice, and the healthv condition of the school music
remains as hls best monument. Here then we would merelv thank him
for services rendered: ofter him our warm good wishes for the future
and record the fact that a strong contingent of the Staft attendedhi!
marrlage to Miss Fellcity Martindale, which took v.lace Qß 4th AUpSt
at St. Mary's Church, Hareneldt '
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In the place of Mr. Barker we welcome Mr. E. H. F. Sawbridge, of
Hailevb~ and University College, Oxford. Before going up to Oxford,
where he plaved in the University Rugger Trials, Mr. Sawbridge served
as a lieutenant in the D;L.I.,and he was mentioned in despatches for bis
services in Korea.

We welcome' also, as an additional member of the staff, Mr. K •.G•
.Hasnip, of Dulwich and Caius College, Cambridge. Mr. Hasnip did· bis
national service in' the R.A:F.; and then read both parts of the Modern
and Mediaeval Languages Tripos at Cambridge before studying for bis
Diploma of Education. He did bis student p'ractice at Tonbridge School.

This term, too, we shall be. glad .to oifer hosPitality for one term to
another resident student from Cambridge, Mr. A. P. Percival, a History
ElXhibitioner of (the other) Pembroke.

We congratulate our old friend Mr. Bavnes on his appointment as
Senior Master in History at Haberdashen' Aske's School: we look
forward to seeing, and hearing, him this term when he com'es down to
preach in Chapei.

Congratulations also to Mr. Hillary whose prowess during his fint
season of holidav ·cricket for Berkshire was promptlv rewarded by a
county cap.

Once again we express our thanks to Mr. Bevir, who leapt into the
fray as Invigdator.in·Cbief whenever examinations impended: and also
to Mr. Rudd who so willinglv actsas the second Une of defence.

We are indeed sorry that increased domestic commitm'ents have made
it impossible for Mn. Grundv to continue to house four of our
hoarders. We are most grateful to her for the quite selfless way in
which she has looked after her charges; and we are glad to think that
her connection with the School will not be entirelv severed.

Converselv. we are opening up new 'colonies' this term with Mr.
and Mn. Janes and with Mrs. Morland. At a time when the demand
for our boardingvacancies is 'so pressing it is areal help for U8 to

: be ahle to fit in extra boys in this way. Manv thanks to all concl;lrned:
:and we are especiallv glad to think that our long.standing connection
with the Morland famUV is being re.cemented in this wav.

We bid farewell to Mn. Morrison, who has been housekeeper at
School House for the last term; 'and welcome as her successor Miss
Wood, who will we hope find that her stav with us is long and happy.

Our good wishes, to~, to Mn. O'Cannor, B.Sc. (Meibourne), who
:is shortlV taking up her duties as Laboratory Assistant, and to Miss

~W~~j~~~=~~~~~~V~~~=___J
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that Miss Bedingfielc.i has already savedthe Headmaster's. reputation
as a linguist by acting in his stead as interpreter at a German wedCüng.

We oHer our very warm thanks to an anonytnous Old Bo.}" ~ho has
added to hismany P.1'evious benefactions by presenting the Boat Club
with f50 for the purchase of that much needed implement of training
(or torture?), a fixed tub: and also to a Parentwho was fired by our
exploits this year on the river to send a cheque· for f5 to the· Boat
Club. It all helpsI

We would also thank the Rev. W. E. Henty.Summers (O.A.) for
the gift of further newspaper cuttings from the archives of his father,
the former Headmaster; the Rev. C. P. B. Montgomery (O.A.) for
a copy of the Order of Service used at the inauguration ertthe Chapel
Block in 1901; the Rev. Mr. Pixell for a useful collectionof school~
books; Mrs. Hamer for- the gift of a schoel blazer; and Mr. G. ··P.
Lawrence for some fine Rhodesian stamps, inc1udj.ng many 'first day
covers', which are being sold for· thebenefit of. Chapel Funds.

At the beginning of the Suinmer Term the num.ber ofboys ontli~
School Roll was 413 (Dayboys 259, School House 85, Crescent House
16, Waste Court 34, Lartmill 19).

We congratulate J~ C. Ivatts on the awardof an Open Exhibition
in Classics, supplemented by aState .Scholarship, at the newly.tledged
Umversity of Hull; and R. S. M. Millard on the award of a Hampshire
County Major Scholarship' (to St. Peter's Hall, Oxford).

Congratulations also, on Berkshire County Major Awards, toP~ G.
Cope (to theMiddlesex Hospital); C. J. Lockhart.Smith (to Brasenose
College, Oxford); D. S. LIoyd (to Pembroke College~ dxford); and
W. G. Olscher (to St. Catherine's Society, Oxford). .. .

School Foundation Awards were announcedas follows on the r~s",lt

of the Common Entrance Examination:
ScholarS'hip-C. T. Denniford (Forres School, Swanage).
Exhibitioners-M.·R. D~W1l (Abingdon Sehool) and· N~ W.

Pridham (St. Hugh's School, CarswellManor)~ .

O. M. L.. Rhys a~d R.S. Gree~, both of thi.s School, we~e l;0J:ll"

mended for good workin the e:r..amination.

Jt is worthy of recoi-d that the School Örchestra made its firstpU:blic
appearance in Abingdon at the Evening Entertainment on Founder's
D~y, which is futiy recorded on anoth~r page. One by.p~odu~t -';f the
tlourishing musical life of the school is tl:tat examination successes are
nowso· numerous that collective· congratulations to successful candldates
must suffice. We may however pick out for speclal mention.the
.achievements ofD. C. shaw,"whoreceived theniark of 'merit'in'Giade
VII . (Pianoforte), .an~ .B.. [)•. Winkett, wbo .. obtained97 'fuarkS ct,ii.t Q~
(curiously) 99 in Theory ofMusic, Gracle V (Higher). " ... '

.- . - - -.' . - .. ,.". -' r
.



The health of' the School was excep'tionally good throughoutthe past
term; though aseries of minor fractures (boys being boys-perhaps
more so than usual)' added variety to the medical listlI. .

. The·Annual Inspection of the C.C.F. is reported Dn another p'age.
We, carinot help quoting however the last sentence of 'Brigadier Laurle's
verycomme~datoryreport-"An excellerit contingent, weIl commanded,
efliciently organised,and altogether very satisfactory". linp'artial on­
lookers did, indeed consider that the turn-out arid· the march-past have
never reached a higher standard. Perhaps it is easier, and it certainly
seems less complacent, for us to say this here than to ~ait, probably in
vain, for the Corps to blow i~s own trump'et so loudly.

. The School War Memorial Fund has benetitted during the last term
bythe sum of t99.10_0 representing arefund of income-tax oncoven-
anted subscriptions. '

On 5th May, theRuride,canal Conference was once again held at the
Schoel_
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A Parents' Evening was held on 13th May, for parents of boys in
the Third Forms.

Parties Of boys attended the Abingdon Musical Sodety's Concert on
18th May and a meeting of the British & Foreign Bible Sodety on 25th
May. On the latter occasion, they heard a lectureby the Hon. S. W.
'Kulubya, M.L.C., aB.E., former FinanceMinister and Regent of
Uganda.

On 19~h May. the Camer,aClub's first film, Ut Proficias, was awarded
a handsometrophy as the best amateur film of its dass, ag'ainst strong
compedtion, at:theSlollgh Arts Festival.

Four .senior 'boys were privileged to attend the ceremony of the in­
augurati~n of the new Mayor of Abingdon, Coundllor Dr. G. F.
O'Connor, on 26th May, whilst a party of Sixth Form sdentists p'aid
a mit to A.E.R.E... HarweIl, on 29th May.

The Unicom Theatre Club'3 performance of The Winters Tale was
attended by a school party on 27th May.

On 23rd .June, the Balliol Players paid us their, annual visit. They
performed the BiTds of Aristophanes.

On the same day, members of the Tennis Club visited, Wimbledon.

The School Choir sang a gn,up of part songs by E. J. Moeran at the
Unicorn Theatre on 10th July.

On 21st July took place the eagerly awaited premiere of the Camera
Club', first 'screen-play', "Thanks a M;U1I.Qri", At 'eleer a\Jdience, whicb
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included several oE our Govemors, greatly enjoyed both the film and
the hospitality oE the Camera Club that followed it.

We are grateful to Mr. Newby.Robson of the Public Schools'
App'ointments Bureau and to Mr. Allen of the Headmaster's Employ·
ment Committee for the visits they have paid us in the Summer Term.

In the House P.T. Competition, held on 22nd July, the Senior award
was. taken by Reeves an4 the Junior by Blacknall.

On 12th July, the day was given over to Form Expeditions. Visits
were paid to, among other places, Morrls Motors at Cowley, the Oxford
Water.works, Morland's Brewery, Newspaper House, Oxford, the Oxford
Gas W orks and the OxEord Sewage W orks, whilst one junior form spent
the day walking along the old Trackway of the Berkshire Downs, and
another, by courtesy of Mr. Airey Neave, was shown round the House
of Commons. We are most grateful to Mr. Neave, and indeed to all
who contributed to the success oE the various expeditions.

We were once again p'leased to offer hospitality to the Abingdon
Cricket Club for their crick~t week, which began on August Bank
HolidaV.

It is worth noting that mal.lY seni~r members of the School acted as
censors (can that be the right word?) during the national traflic census
in August.

The photograp'h of the 1st XI in this issue appears bV 'courtesy; of
Mr. Milligan, Photograp'her.

The Editor wishes to aeknowledge gratefullv the receipt oE magazines
hom the following (up to 31st July)-Aldenham School; Henley Gram·
mar School; The RoVal Grammar School, High Wvcombe; Magdalen
College School, Oxford; Newbury Grammar. School; Oratory School;
City oE Oxford High School; Pocklington School; Reading School; St.
Edward's School; The Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst; Solthull
School; Windsor County School.

EXAMINATION RESULTS

Results at 'Advanced' level of the recent General Certificate Exam.
ination are app'end~ An asterisk indicates the mark oE distinction.
The total mimber of subject.passes at this level is almost exactly the
same as last year.

We congratulate R. M. Marchbanks and J. M. Thistlewood on the
State Scholarships they have been awarded on the result of the exam·
ination. Congratulations too, on a similar award, to Miss Jennifer
Pullev of St. Helen's School who has joined us all a 'Co'e4qcand' for
some part of the last 'Year,
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At 'Ordinarv' levelthe number of subject passes was some 290­
almost half as many again as in the corresponding examination of July,
1953. This spectacu1ar increase is most pleasing, and encourages us
to hope for a similar imp.rovement at higher level in future years.

Thne Subjects: T. C. GluckIich (E, L, F); J. C. lvatts (G, L, AR);
P.W. Kemp (E, F, R); R. M. Marchbanks (Ch"', Bot, Zoo); R. E. J.
llacker (G, L, AH); R. H. Redknap (E, H, A); J. M. Thisdewood (Ch,
Bot"', Zoo); R. W. Westeott (Pure.and.App M, Ph, Ch).

Two Subjeets: J. O. Hall (E, F); B. J. Hiscock (E, H); O. A. Jones
(L, AH); O. M. P. Jones (L, AH); P. J. Lay (Pure.and.Ap'p M, Ph);
T. R. Lay' (E, H); C. J. Loekhart-Smith (E, H); A. R. pezaro (E, H).

One Subject: R. J. Banwell (H); J. Blinman (AR); P. G. Cope
(Ph); J. A. Nichol (Zoo); R. N. Paxman (Zoo); M. J. RaHe (E); K.
H. Smith (Zoo).

J.M.C.
VALETE ET SALVETE

The record of a boys achievement at this School has long been
regarded as one of the most important items in the magazine: but now
that we can look forward to an 'output' of anything up to 75 boys a
year -it is no longer possible to devote enough spaee to a detailed
-'Valete". Tbe Editors have therefore dedded, very reluetantly, to make
1 clean break With eustom so that as from the issue of the Abingdonian
:0 be pubUshed in January, 1955, only the names and forms of leaven
.rlll be given. The records of their school careers will of course be
:arefully preserved, although not pubUshed.

Valete-left 30th March, 1954

Form 4 Science: J~. C. Bines, M. 1950.
F.onn 4 GeneTal: W. L. H. Horlick, M. 1950.
Form 3B: R. E. Robertson, L. 1951.
Fonn 2B: N. S. Florida, ML 1952.

Salvete-eame 27th APril, 1954

Form 4 Am: J. J. Oay (D) (ca,me 5thlluly); R. M. Kennedy (S);
G. D. Wright (0).

FOTm 2A: R. B. Blackmore (W)'.
Fonn lY: A. C. Bowker (0).

,:

SCBOOL AND GROUNDS
(A Note b, tlle HeadmasteT)

Tbc offidal op.enlng of the War Mem-orial Held on Founder's Oay,
-hieb is reported elsewhere, marked the successful eompletion of a
roject whieh has occupied so much of Dur thoughts during the past
.gbt .years. Twodevelop'ments alone remain before we have the field
f which we dream. The one is the growth of the surrounding boskage

_I

j
j
-I

j
____~ ~ • .J



'I'HE ABINGDÖNlAN

which will screen the field to the norm and to the west. The infant
beech and .hombeam are in good heart, and now we wait patiently for
Nature to play her part. Tbe other is the construction of a pavillon
which will provide the amenities that are p'articularly desirable in view
of the distance from the School, whatever eleven may be playing in the
field. As a temporary measure the ground staff has put up a serviceable,
and not unsightly, shelter which affords storage 8pace for eqnipment,
a home for the scoren and some cover for some part of the playen
during a sudden shower.

As far as the Pavilion on U pper Field is concerned, we must frankl,
admit t.hat our hopes have suffered a set-back. It was found that the
construction. of a full-scale pavillon to the agreed design would cost far
more· than we should be justified io sp'ending-especlally in view of the
fact that some day very soon we shall have to buil.d another pavillon on
the War Memorial Field. In the circumstances the joint architects,
Mr. Wood and Mr. West, with. t.he full approval of the Pavilion Com.
mittee, are designing a much more simple building which will cateI
rather for what may be called 'playing requirements' and will nOI
dupllcate accommodation which is available in the adjacent school build.
ing~. In fact the emphasis will be as much on t.he layout as on thf
building itself; and cheap in this connecdon will certainly not meaIl
nasty.

Modification of plans has two positive advantages. It will be easieJ
to produce a design which does. not break the fa~de of the School; ant
the balance of the War Memorial Fund should now bebig enoughtt
cover the entire cost of the new pavillon, so that it can be regarded al
an integral part of our War Me~orial, and any other available fund:
can be put aside towards the cost of the next pavillon over the Par
ingdon Road.

Now for ouI' most important, and most exclting, project-the ne..
Class-room Block. lf things seern to be moving slowly at the m ment
this is no cause for concem. T.he more time and trouble we take no"
in getting our requirements firm, the less Iikeli.hood there is of ou
having ·to ask for titesome (andexpensive) modifications Iater on; an.
much detailedplanning has been taking place behind the scenes. On
big' step forward that can be reported is that the Ministry oE Educatiol
has now given its formal approval to t.he construction of the Bloc1
The major hurdle oE finance remains; and at this stage oE the negotie
tions all we can do is express our very real appreciation of the SyIIl

pathetic and generous co-operation that we have met with from tb
Berkshire County Councll. We bope t.hat in our next issue we can b
a little Iess nebulous "bout this veryimportant matter, By then, .to~
we should be able to ~ve more details aboutthe design of the buildin~

Tbe new site for the Boat HQuse Is now being prepared, and it i
hoped tnat the transfer will be completed before very long. Tb
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advantages of direet and prlvate access to the rlver will be enonnoua.
We are grateful to thoae who conceived and to those wh.o a~e carrying
out an idea which is so much more practicable than appeared at mat
ilight.

As uaual, the School buildings have been a hive of activity durlng the
summer holidays. Hall Dormltorv and Hall Study, in School House,
have been completely redecorated in what <:an only be .described as
peacock blue and eau-de.Nil (a combination much mt're pleaaing; -and
less effeminate, than it sounda!). Undemeath, a new wind~w has been
bunt into the .Kitchen, large enough for the egress of ums on festive
occasions; here too there is palnting and decoration. In the School, the
Music Room has at long last quali6ed for repainting, the colour Bcbeme
being the same as in Hall Dormltory. Larkhill has had a new coat of
paint outside, and another of the dormborles at Waste Court has been
redecorated. Minor work completed or in hand ranges from the re·
plasterlng of the small dormitorv quaindy known (for historlcal reasons)
as the Old Bursarv to the fitting of new ahelvea and hooks in the
larger studies of School Houae.

Lasdy, may I add a more personal note of thanka, firstly to those
membera of the Classical Sixth who redecorated the ground floor of
Lacies Court at the end oE' last term, and secondly to all those who
have helped to keep the School grounds in such good order thia year?
1 feel lt adds not only to the graciousnesa of' our own nfe but also
to the amenlty of the town as a whole if we can ahow that we take a
prlde in the appearance we present to the world!

J.M.C.

I

I
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CHAPEL NOTES
The Rt. Rev. A. G. Parham, former Bishop of Reading, will conduct a

Service of Confirmation in the School Chapel at 3 p.m. on Advent
Sunday, (28th· November)l

On 27th June, the Sunday following Old Boys' Day, we weleomed
many Old Boys to Mornlng Service. The Choir sang the anthem, "0
praiae the Lord with one conaent" by Handel, and the aennon was
preaehed by Mr. C. E.Kemp, M.A., Headmaster of Reading School.
The new President of the Old Abingdonian Club, Mr. T. E. Gardiner,
read one of the Lessons.

We are grateful to Mr. Kemp and to all other preaehers who viaited
ua during the term. Visiting p~eachers forthe eoming term will be as
followal-

Oct. 3rd-Mr. B. L. King, M.A., Headmaater of King Alfred's Sehool,
Wantage.

Oct. 10th-Mr. R. D. Baynes, M.A.
Oet. 24th-Rev. K. C. Cooper, M.A., Vicar of Cumnor.
Nov. 14th-Mr. Frank Nelson, M.A.
Nov. 2ht-Rev. Dr. C. A. C. Hann, Principal of Lichfi~ld TheololJ'

i,al College.
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The last week of the Summer Term was as always a very busy one.
On 20th July the Choir held its annual outing, wmch this yeartook
the form of a romp on the White Horse Downs and linlshed with a
Yi.sit to Uffington Parish Church. Later in the same week camoethe
Commemoration Services in St. Helen's and St. Nicolas' resp'ective1~

These services are brielly reported elsewhere. Here we may merel"
note an innovation in the form of a specially printed Order of Evenlng
Prayer for the service in St. Nicolas', which m'llkes it unnecessary for
us to man-handle all our hymn books down to the Church.

We are happ'y to state that the full complement of Kneelers has
arrived and is now in use. Operation completed, in fact-very satis·
factorilyl

The collection taken in St. Helen's Church on Founder's Day amounted
to tI9.6s.3d., whicm was divided between Dr. Bamardo's Home at
Oakley House llnd the National Spastic Society~ The collection at
Sr. Nicolas' Church the following evening, whlch amounted to t3.3s.0d.,
was devoted to St. Nicolas' Church Funds.

Other collections allotted to outside charities were
C. of E. Children's Society
S.P.C.K.
Antigue Grammar School Chap.el Fund
St. Andrew's House, Singapore
Berkshire Fund for the BUnd
British Empire Cancer Campaign

as follows:
f3 18 6
t4 19 0
t4 4 0
f3 10 0
t3 18 3
f3 17 6

The contents oi the alms box (fl.15s.6d.) and two weekend col.
lections, amounting in all to just over f9, were allotted to ChapeJ
Funds: three collections, including that on Old Boys' Sunday, enabled
us to give the new Chap.el Seating Fund a llying start to the extent of
some f16.

But moeanwhile the Chapel has a new and more urgent commitment
to face. The organ has long been due for a complete overhaul and
thls has been effected during the Summer holidays by Messrs. John
Compton, the makers~ The whole organ has been cleaned and restored,
and the opportunlty has been taken to revoice the Diapason and the
Flute; so as to give more power in the full organ effects. The Govemors
have very. kindly accepted responsibility for the major portion of the

-cost. The Tuckshop Co~rnittee has also helped. The Chapei Committee
has undertaken to find the balance of some t27. So during the coming
term our 'internal' collections will be divided between three different
funds-Chapel Fund prop'er, the Seating Fund, and the Organ Fund.

Another of our problems is being solved by the direct hell' of the
parents. Some live years ago the whole chap'el was equipped with ~e

new edition of the PllbU\; S\;hools Hymn Book through the generosity



cf the parents of boys then at School. Now all these books are wear­
ing out at once (few people reaüse what hard usage a hymn hook
-gets that is used for two services, day in and day out); and a new
-generation of parents has grown up. So wc have had no com'Punction
in appeallng again for help. So far some 130 new books have heen
promlsed to uso _ We are indeed grateful to the donors; and we hope
that hefore long we shall be in a position to equip the Chapel with
the two hundred new books that are necessary to set iton its feet for
another five year9.
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And now the time has come for the Chapel Committee to add its own
particular word of thanks to Mr. Barker, our organist and choirmaster,
whose untiring efforts have contrihuted so much to the music of the
Chapel services. -We wish him all good fortune~

R.E.].P.

FOUNDER'S DAY

Founder's Day, held on Saturday, 24th ]uly, was generally considered to
l1ave been an enjoyahle and successful occasion. In the m'Orning, -the
:ustomary service was held at St. Helen's Church, where the address was
~iven hy Bishop Roscow Sheddon, former Bishop of Nassau. He urged
Us hearers to go out into the world with the intention of huilding a
'lew ]erusalem since the world situation could only he solved hy in­
Jividuals leading Christian üves.

Once agam we were indebted to Mrs. Bevir for the lovely wreath
iVhich was laid upon the tomh of John Roysse anJ to the Misses
::hallenor for the altar decorations. The choir maintained its own high
,tandards in the anthem "Achieved is the glorious work" from Haydn's
::reation.

After the main event- of the aftemoon, the Prize Giving, the Head­
!laster .and Mrs. Cobhan met a great number of parents and friends
t the garden party on Upper Field. The weather was kind. Tbe Brass
land played during tea and afterwards the school was open to inspec­
,on hy parentsl and visitors, who were ahle to ~ee a numher of displays
nd the Camera Cluh's new film, 'Tbanks a Million'_

Later in the aftemoon there was a general move towards the Faring­
on Road for the official opening of the new War Memorial Field. The
'resident of the Old Ahingdonlan Club, Mr_ T. Et Gardiner, was
ttroduced to the spectators by Mr. W. M. Grundy in abrief and
eüghtfully cbaracteristic speech, in wbich he referred espedally to the
enerous co-operation of Town and County aüke whicb alone had en­
~led the School to acquire the field. Mr. Gardiner felicitousIy declared
le neId open, and, wbat is more, successfully unlocked tbe gate. Tbe
leadmaster thanked Mr. Grundy and Mr. Gardiner and, tbrough tbem,
le host of Old Boys and friends of the School who bad contributed

i
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towards the War Memorial Fund. He invited Mr. Grundy, as the
onlie begetto'r of the project, to be the nrst to enter the neId which
commemorated the sacritice of so many of his own Old Boys. As soon
as the company had followed him a smart team of gymnasts app.eared
from be.hind Larkhill to give a short but impressive PI.T. display under
the direction of Mr. Coleman.

Finally, there was an' Evening Entertainment in the Co~ Exchange,
which is reported elsewhere in. this magazine.

On the evening of the next day, the Headmaster preached the sero
mon at the traditional service in St. Nicolas' Church in accordance
with the terms of the Cheney Bequest. Unfortunately, we were. not
ahle to welcome many parents or friends to this quiet epilogue to
Founder's Day and the School Year, because of the limited sp'ace which
the nre of last summer has left available.

DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES

The prizes this year were distributed by the distinguished athlete,
.statesman and man of business, the Rt. Hon. Lord Burghley, K.C.M.G.,
LL.D., K.St.J., M.F.H., aformer Governor and Commander-in-Chief of
Bermuda and Rector of St. Andrew's University.

Once again the Corn Exchange had heen beautifully decorated with
flowers by Mrs.Gray and a capaclty audience heard the Chairman 01
the Governors open the meeting. Admiral" CIifton-Brown's introductorv
remarks were followed by the Headmaster's report.

The main academic and athletic achievements of the year were listed
in the pages of me p'rogramme of prizes distributed to the audience
and consequently the -Headmaster's Speech dealt largely with othel
aspects of the past year. He laid particular emp'hasis upon the type oJ
boy produced at the School, which could bear comp'arison with an~

in the country.

After the presentation of the pmes, Lord Burghley gave adelight
fuIly clear and forthright speech, in which he advised the boys to am
high and not to besatistied with the second best. They must not expect
he sald, to get more out of life than they put into it. Success did no
come immediately and It often came in an unexpected fomi: they mus
not therefore bil surprised if they did not at once achieve their aim bu
must go on working for it.

THE ENDOWED PRIZES: The Morland Prh:e (presented by Mesm
Morland in memory ,01 W. T. Morland, O.A., and awarded for aU-roun.
merit)-P. J. Lay; The Thomas Layng Reading Pme-A. J. Gardner
The Smith Chemistry Pmes-D. S. Lloyd, J. M. Thistlewood, J. A
Howard, M. C. Rallings, H. c. Bowen; The Ball Sclence Prize-J. 'M
Thistlewood; The Bevan Essay Prize-R. E. J. Packer; The Beva
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Scripture Pri%es-B. D. Winkett, H. C. Bowen, W.W.Budden~A. P.
Haynes, R. B. Blackmore.

tHE SCHOOL PRIZES; The Headmaster's Pme for Efficlency in
School and Hous_D., S. Lloyd, H. G, WilUams; The Mayor's Pme for
History Essay (prese1lted by Dr. G. F. O'Conno'r, M.A., M.~.C.S..
L.R.C.P., J.P.)-C. ]. Lockhart Smith; The Old Boys' Pme for English
Essay-C.]. Lockhart Smith; The Van Wagenen Essay Pme (presented
by Colonel R. W. Van Wagenen of Princeton University, U.S.A.)-e.
]. Lockhart Smith; The Pme for Character (presented by MT. and MTs.
C. B. EZlis)-M.]. Brackley; C.C.F. pmes-U/O. M. J. Brackley, P/Q,
Lay P. J., C.S.M.'s Heavens ]. F., Jones D. A., Pratt J. R.; Pme for
Reading in Chapel-M. J. Brafk1ey; The Junior Reading Pme (pre­
sented by Mr. C. C. Woodley, O.A.)-R. Dickenson; The Music Pmes
-Senior (presented by Mrs. Rayson)-R. E. J. Packer, Junior (pre­
sented by Miss Sheldcm Peach)-J. H. ThewUs; The Art pmes-R. H.
Redknap, A. J. Gardner; The Handicraft pme~J. F. Pridham, D. P.
Kirk, I. A. Oliver.

~"",C,""k""'h"", ,,,,' ~,.",~,..h>h '''"'< "'''.'' ~~-._.,...,Mn.•> "' ,.,~<.,...,.... ""'4'l'
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THE CRICKBT PRIZES; The Lake Bat (presented by H. W. Lake,
Esq., M.C.)-R. J. BanweIl; The Fletcher Cup-R. J. BanweIl; The '
Henderson Pmes-D. C. W. Lewis, J. A. Longworth.

THE TENNIS CHALLENGE CUP (presented by Major V. C. Buck­
[ey)-J. A. Nichols.

THB FORM PRIZES; Sixth Form (Upper); Classics-J. C. Ivatts;
History-B. J. Hiscock; Modem Languages-T. C. Glucklich; Physics
-R. W. Westcott; Sixth Form (Lower): Classics-D. G. Dunkley;
Biology-M. B. Enser; Modem Languages-T. M. J. Kempinski; Sixth
['orm (General)-E. G. Rockall; Form 5 Arts-B. D. Winkett, D. J.
!.angton (Languages and Mathematics); Form 5 Sclence-C. Hiles, M.
~. S. Broadway" B. E. Stacey; Form 5 General-D. C. W. Lewis; Form
~ Arts-D. J. Lanham, J. M. Iredale; Form 4 Sclenc_P. M. D. Gray,
3. P. Kibble; Form 4 General-D. H. Roberts; Form 3A-A. P.
laynes, O. M. L. Rhys; Form 3B-B. G. PhilUps; Form 2A-R. J.
3aldwin, J. A. Longworth; Form 2B-J. E. Knight; Form IX-K. N.
laarhoff, N. J. C. Haines; Form IY-G. Sheppard, T. A. Libby.

AN EVENING ENTERTAINMENT

We are indebted to Mr. Griffin and bis many helpers for the very
lne entertainment which w~s given in the Com Exchange on the even­
ngs of 23rd and 24th July. It was a fitting, dose to the celebrations of
'ounder's Day. We print below an appreclation of the evening written
y Mrs. Liversidge, to w'hom we offer our thanks.

"Knowing only too weIl the feverish acdvity that goes on during the
ununer term it is all the more remarkable that such a finished pro­
ramme as this can be p'roduced in the course of two or three weeks.
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It is simple to write a catalogue of superlatives and I am· not going
to do that if I an help it, but to do justice to the musle: of the school
Is no easy matter. In anthem, madrigal, song and chorus the' choir
has achieved great success, through .hard work under our gifted and
inspiring conductor, Royd Barker. Never failing to watch and ohey
bis every movement and in knowing the notes practically by heart, a
high standard of music:ianship has been set and an excellent balance
produced. One of the triumphs of the evening was the set of songs by
Moeran. Few choirs could have sung them better or have made the
diflicult passages sound so easy. Tbey are all fine songs and perhaps
we should sp'edally mention "Love- is a sickness' and "Good wine".

Equally good and yet how dUferent were the madrigals and sonnets.
Tbey were well staged and sung in the manner that John Roysse himseli
would have enjoyed. Was he there I wonder • • .? Surely he woul,
have rejoiced to find such a party of madrigal singers, and a choir tha
almost equalled in numbers the whole of his school of 63 boys. It wa'
a happy thing to interweave the sonnets with the madrigals. "0 car.
thou wilt despatch me" was the loveliest of all and one longed to hea
it again.

Could we have imagined three years ago thai: such a thing as a schoo
orchestra could happen? And now Mrs. Kitching has performed th
udracle and it is therel A very valuable assetto the school. Mrs. Fry'
'cellos play an important part, and so does she, on the double basl
And how right and good it is that the orchestra consists entirely Cl

schaol and music stafE with no "stifEenlng" from outside. Tbe Vival,
concerto was really lovely and Colin.· Kitching played bis solo wit
confidence and sUccess, and in the musicianly way that we should eXp'e(
of him. The Bhet was a happy choice. lt gave all the instruments a
opportunlty to lIhine and they shone with evident enjoyment.

In such a banquet of pleasure as "Rome, sweet Rome" we are grat.
ful to Messrs. Horrex and Helliwell for giving us a glimp'se of. wh:
happened on that famous Roman Holiday. Mr. Griffin's reading was
joy, and how troe to life were the scenes from the joumeyl In ROD"
itself the pictures that will always remain in our memories we:
especially concemed with sculpture--Tbe Laocöon, Tbe Boy with tl
Tbom, and last but not least, Tbe Fountain. W ould it were p'ossib
to make a film of the wholethingl It was. full of delicious humour aI
too good to lose after jUllt one performance.

In the two Folk Ballades, "Damei" was one of the finest movements
the evening. It was a most sensitive dramatic production and w
spoken clearly and with conviction. The scene with the lions will n
be forgotten. Tbe three Teutonlc Witches were just as bloodcurdlil
and impressive asthe English ones, and indeed they seemed very mu
at home. Their words were clear and it went with a swing. Tbe famo
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scenefrom "The Frogs" was enjoyed by all, whether classicalscholars
Ot not. I have often thought of' Straehey's "Adventure of Living" in
whieh he strongly reeommends everyone to read translations of the
Greek authors. Most fortunate of all are those' people who ean both
read and ptoduce the p'lays in Greek.

I hear that the impudent fragments of wit called "Musica Rara"
were only tehearsed for two days. Having done duty up and down
the villagehalls of England as serious music fot at least 60 Victorian
years, they are n~w relegated to the aeting box along with the bowler
hats and given a new lease of life in this Atomic Age--and what fun
it was! (Did a few of us think of the moonlit summer nights of the
ninetie_as the boat glided home?) • •• In a mixed programme it is
almost a certainty to get a bi't of "Aliee". It was a rather half.hearted
Walrus and Carpentet but it was a pleasure to hear Lear's "Akond of
Swat" said with vitality and it came over well.

The Brass Band has made great strides since we last heard it. There
were fewer bubbles and better control and they enjoy making a pleasant
noise, but the National Anthem needs more careful rehearsal.

The quartet was good and it was a suitable work to choose for that
combination of W:struments. How glad we were to hear the echo from
"Trial· by Jury") Mt. Alston, in his best legal manner, was backed up
by a happy chorus and sent us home feeling very proud of the school
and ,'ery grateful for such a good and varied show".

CRICKET

As a whole, this season' s cricket eannot be judged an unqualified
success. The 1st Xl had a very bad beginning and the batting has
always been suspect. There has been a lack of aggressive cricket and
frequent failures to consolidate a good position or to save a bad one.
The school batsmen have in many eases 'yet to leam to combine correct
play with scoring strokes,' and to distinguish between pushing the score
al~ng and wild swinging. The weather itself, of course, has been against
enjoyable cricket and the many soft wickets may in part account for
low scores.

Results alone, however, do not p'resent a completely accurate picture
and there has been marked improvement upon last season. The victory
over the Old Boys and the narrowness of the margin against Abingdon
Cricket Club indicate a revival in School batting in the seeondhalf of
term. BanweIl, Hillcock, Glenny and Ryan all found their form, and
three of them will be with us next year, and if they ean produce their
best more consistently they will provide a good foundation. Bowling
has been excellent-with the exception of one match- and ably backed
up by some splendid fielding and good wicket.keeping by Brackley. Jones

_d _H ___J
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and Lewis deserve special mention for aggression and accuracy, and
Marshall has bowled with great succesS.

During the season, Full Cricket Colours were awarded to R. J. Ban­
weIl and D. C. W. Lewis and Half Colours to Glenny and Marshall R. G.

FIRST XI CHARACTERS

M. J. BRACKLEY (Colours 1952; Captain 1953, 1954). He has
had a most disappointiilg season as a batsman, and has only just run
into form at the end of the season. He has had to make himself into a
wicket.keeper, and has proved a very efficient one. Some of his stump·
ings have been. brilliant, and he usually has a safe pair of· hands. His
captaincy has usually been sound, though perhaps a litde too ell.sv·going.

D. A. JONES (Secretary and Vice.Captain; Colours 1953). A much
improved and faster bowler this season. He has bowled at the stumps,
and kept the ball weIl up to the bat, and it has paid dividends. He
would do weIl to try to develop bis latent tendency to swing the ball
either way. As a batsman, he is inclined to be rash, though a useful
hitter. A very safe and quick neIder.

D. C. W. LEWIS (Colours 1954). He has had a much more success·
ful season. He has usuallv varied length and f1ight intelligendv, though
he still does not use the one which goes with the arm to full advantage.
He has improved bis nelding and batting and done good service in both
spheres.

R. J. BANWELL (Colours 1954). Unfortunatelv he only fulfilled
his promise in the latter half· of the season. He has at last overcome
bis weakness in defence, and has been able to make full use of bis
attacking strokes, with which he is plentifuUy equipped. He has played
some fine innings, and shown powers of concentration. A very good
fielder, with some difficult catches to bis credit.

HINES R. J. (Half Colours 1952). He has not bowled as weIl this
season, although he has had some usefulspells. He is still reluctant
to give the ball enough air, and would be a much better bowler if he
kept the ball up to the bat. As a batsman, he is apt to become excited
through over.keenness, but has bad some useful knocks. There is room
for much improvement in bis fielding.

HISCOCK R. J. (Half Colours 1953). He is beginning to fulfil bis
promise as a batsman. He has a very sound defence, and hits the ball
bard off the back foot. His greatest weakneSs is the drive, wbich he
still tends to pull to leg. An exceptionally lively and safe fielder.

L· '
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MARSHALL R. G. (Half Colours 1954). A newcom'er to the side
tbis season, he has done good service as a bowler and as batsman.. He
has not quite overcome his tendency to bowl short, but bis off-breaks
and occasional outswingers have proved very effective. As a batsman
he often fails through over-eagerness to turn the straight ball down the
leg side. He has played some good saving innings as number ten, and
has perhaps been overawed by promotion to nrst wicket down. A safe
neider. with a powerful and accurate throw.

GLENNY I. J. (Half Colours 1954). A young opening batsman who
has improved steadily. He has asound defence, and is developing his.
scoring strokes. His running between the wickets has improved, after
some very doubtful calling early in the season. A safe catcht but some­
what immobile in the neid.

MAXWELL. A batsman of great promise, who has often failed
through lack of confidence. He is essentially a stroke-player, but is
only just beginning to leam the meaning of discretion. He has been
-apt to throw his wicket away early through wild swinging. A much
iinproved neider, especially close to the wicket.

RYAN. A newcomer to the side this season, who has shown promise
as an opening bat. He is as yet too fond of the leg-side deflection to
be a safe bat, and he must rid himself of the habit of· stepping forward

. to every ball bowled, regardless oE- length. He has plenty of strokes in
the making though, and shows greatconfidence against fast bowling. A
very keen -and safe neider, but he must leam to control his rather wild
throwing.

SPINKS. A very recent arrival in the side, as an opening bowler.
He sometim'es bowls erratically at the beginning of his - speIl, but he
can bowl a vicious off-break at m'edium pace, and has been a distinet
asset to the side. He shows promise as a batsman, and is a good
neider.

IVATTS J. C. (Half Colours 1953). A batsman who started the
season weIl, but lost form due to lack of patience and concentration.
His nelding has improved, and he now has anaccurate throw.

FIRST ELEVEN MATCHES

tI. Newbury GrammaT Schaol (a). Sat., 8th May. Lost.

The School were dismissed on an easy wicket without any noteworthy
resistance. Newbury scored the runs without losing a wicket. Tbis was,
we hope, one of those extraordinary and unaccountable things whicb
happen only once in a lifetime.

School: 16 (Gibbons 3 fOl; 5; Linie 5 for 3).

Newbury G.S.: 17 for o.

'--__._n .. .
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'lf. Berkshire Gentlemen (h). Wed., 12th May. Lost.

Batting first, a strong B.G. sIde took full advantage of the scoring
chances offered by the School's opening bowlers. l'he spinners, how­
ever, bowled weIl, keeping the ball weU up. tothe bilt, and Lewis and
Hines each took 4 wickets. On the whole, the School fielding was
good, though there were some regrettable lapses.

The School's innings began disastrously, 3 wickets being down before
a run was scored; but a partnership for the fourth wicket between
Glenny and Brackley produced 39 runs. A second collap'se then des­
troyed any hopes the School may have had, and only some good
batting by Hines, supported by Parsons, prevented utter ruin. The
three run-outs indicate the uncertainty of the School's calüng and
running.

Berkshire Gentlemen: 185 (C. E. W. Brooks 43: Hines 4 for 44;
D. C. W. Lewis 4 for 40).

School: 67. (M. J. Brackley 30).

v. High Wycombe Grammar School (h). Sat., 15th May. Drawn,

Marshall, p'laying in his first game foi- the eleven, and Lewis bmvlelf.
well for the Schopl, and the supporting fielding was very creditable in
this match. Most noteworthy were two fine catches, one by Lewis
and the other by Woodley. Brackley unfortunately strained a musde
while fieldfng, and this may weIl have affected the School's rate of
scoring. .

Left toscore at-a mna minute, the School showed more courage and
confidence than they had previously done. Ivatts and Hiscock put th,e
School in a strong position with a fourth wicket partnership of 44, but
they were alwaysb~hind the dock. The rather rash endeavours of later
batsmen to achieve the improbable, by attempting impossible strokes,
gave the scoreboard a misleadingly grim app'earance, and Marshall
and Brackley had no difficulty in holding out for the last over or two.

High Wycombe: 106 for 9 dec. (Harvey 36; Marshall 5 for 16).

School: 71 for 8 (lvatts 34).

v. St. Edward's 2nd XI (h). Wed., 19th May. Drawn.

The School bowled fairly weIl, and the fielding was quite good. St.
Edward's should have been dismissed for: little over a hundred, but their
last wicket was allowed to add 33 runs. Jones bowled steadily through­
out the innings and for the first time tbis' season found bis real form.

The batting again collapsed, but the last three batsmen saved the
day in their own particular styles! Parsons tempered aggression with
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v. OrcuOry School (h). Sat., 22nd May. Won.

Oratory were dismissed, on a difficult wicket, in wet conditions, for
a much smaller total than at one time seemed UkeIV. Lewis bowled
weil without luck, and Marshall was somewhat flattered by bis ß;nal
analysis. Good fielding, and holding catche~particularlvParsons' three
-eontributed largely to the School's success••

Batting more consistendy, and with greater determination, the School
were able to scrap'e home for their first victory of the season. It agaln
fell to the second half of the order to bear the final responsibiUty.

Oratory: 82 (Hines 29; Marshall 5 for 29; Lewis 3 ror 15)1.

School: 85 for 8.

discretion ,. and bis innings included some sound defensive plav as weil
as two mighty sixes. Marshall and Lewis, not at all overawed, smote
the loose ball safely and. firmly, and app.eared to be going well when
stumps were drawn.

St. Edward's 2nd XI: 139 (Jones 6 for 36).

School: 99 for 9 (Parsons 31; Marshall 12 n.o.; Lewis 13 n.o.).

v. Reading School (a)~ Wed., 26th Ma,. Lost.

Reading rapidly took advantage of a perfect wicket, and scored
quickly from the start. The School's bowUng was somewhat erratic and
the loose ball received very short, shrlft. Onlv Lewis bowled at all

"steadllv or caused any discomfort to the batsmen. The nelding also
left much to be desired, and several chances went to ground for want
of a determined effort.

Faced with an imp'osing total, the School failed bv five minutes to
survive the necessary hour and fifty minutes. Two run-outs again
spolled their chances, and oo1y Ivatts and Banwellshowed anv sort of
resistance. The latter plaveda really fine innings, using bis feet to the
slow bowlers, and produclng some deUghtful shots off both front and
back foot. More determination by the other batsmen would certalnly
have saved the day and produced a more respectable total.

Reading 177 for 2 dec. (Trower 55; Steward 55 n.o.; Sansom 40 n.o.)

School: 71 (Ivatts21; ,Banwell 26 ".0.; Shelmerdine 5 fo;r 33) •

.... King Alfred's School, Wantage (a). Sm., 19th lune. Lost.

Wantage batted very weIl agalnst some accurate and hostlle bowUng,
particularlv by Jones and Lew. The School's fielding and throwing
was of a high standard, but too many runs were scored in the last few
minutes of their opponents' innings.

l_~. .. __. ._". __.
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Even so, 130 runs was by nO means an impossible task, and Glenny
and Banwell hadbuilt a strong foundation when the latter was third
_out at 56. From then on, however, it was a sorry story of poor batting
against fast but notalways accurate bowling. After being 63 for 4,
the remaining batsman co~d only muster 12 runs, and with three balls
to go the last batsman was shatteringly bowled. An exciting finish, ane!
a well-deserved victory for Wantage.

Wantage 130 for 8 dec. (Lewls 7 for 49).

School: 75 (Banwell 22; Glenny 21).

v. A Stag and 2nd XI Siele (h.). Wed., 22nd June. Drawn.

The Staff match having been rained off earlier in the season, a scratch
fixture was arranged, and -l.t was notable for being the first match played
by the 1st XI on the War Memorial Field. For many who played, it
proved apointer to the potential excellence of our new field.

The highlights of the game were Banwell's and Glenny's innings, and
the all-round perfonnance of Mr. Mortimer who struck excellent form
both with bat and ball. Rallings kept wicket extremely well for the
Staff side, and had three stumpings and one catch to bis credit. The
rate of scoring was quite reasonable, as the game was a shortened one'.

School: 117 (BanweIl 38; Glenny 23; R. G. Mortimer 6 for 34).

Staff and 2nd XI: 107 for 5 (A.A. Hillary 46; R. G. Mortimer 28)•

.,. Old Abingdonians (h.). Sot.,26th.lune. Won.

For the first time this season, the School really showed its batting
strength. Having bowled the Old Boys out for a very rea­
sonable figure, on a wicket which gave them tittle help after the first
half hour, the School set about making the runs in a quiet and confid­
ent manner. Lewis bowled- aswell as he has ever done for his six
wickets, and deserves the high~st praise.

The School's fir,st wicket fell at 27, and though Glenny had only
made 3 he and Ryan had broken the back of a very fair bowling side.
Ryan, playing in his first match, went on to score 28 before he was
unnecessarily run out. It was a pity that asound and useful innlng!l
should have ended so wastefully. However, BanweIl and Hiscock, bat­
ting very sensibly, took full advantage of thelr oPp'ortunity, and were
still together"when the Old Boys' total was passed.

Old Abingdonians: 132 (BI. Crook 34; N. Holmes 21; P. Millard 29;
Lewis 6 for 22).

School: 133 for 3 (Ryan 28; Banwell 36 n.o.; Hiscock 44 n.o.).
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v. A Parents'XI (h). Sat., 3rd July. !?rawn.

The Parents batted confidently, against fairly accurate bowling, which
was helped by a wicket made diflicult by a shower at the beginning of
the game. At tea 'they seemed comfortably placed, with 84 for 4, of
which F/Lt. Henson had made a rapid 48. But they were quickly out
for 106, mainly thanks to Marshall, who took 4wickets in 3 overs for
no runs.

The School began their innings comfortably, but lost two quick wickets
in the thirties, and their rate of scoring dropped considerably. They left
their effort a fraction too late, and in spite of some splendid hitting by
Maxwell and Jones just falled to get the runs. Glenny played the part
of sheet anchor admirably, and scored steadily throughout. On the
whole a very creditable effort, when it is remembered that the School
had half an hour's less batting time than the' Parents. .

A Parents' Xl: 106 (F./Lt. Henson 48; Marshall 5 for 15; Jones
4 for 21).

School: 103 for 5 (Glenny 38 n.o.; Maxwell 23; Mr. Brackley
4 for 27).

v. City of Oxford Sch.ool (a). Wed., 7th July. Drawn.

Owing partly to tight bowling and fielding, but largely to unwillingness
to make strokes on areal batsman's wicket, the City of Oxford scored
at a phenomenally low rate. They declared at 103 for 6, which they
had taken two hours and ten minutes to score, leaving the School an
hour and twenty.five minutes. lt should have been easlly possible, but
after losing three quick wickets the School were very much on the
defensive, and seemed unable to get the ball away. Only Maxwell really
set about the bowling, and by that time it was too late for vi~tory.

Throug,hout, it was agame of close set fields, and the batsmen allowed
themselves to be dominated by bowling which was not always accurate.

C.O.H.S.: 103 for 6 dec. (Lord 30).

School: 55 for 6 (Maxwell 23 n.o.).

v. Abingdon Cricket Club (h). Sat., 10th July. Drawn.

Abingdon chose to bat on an easy.paced wicket,. and scored quickly
from the start. Their 165 came in 99 minutes, and when they declared
the Schoot were left with 127 minutes in which to get the runs. Mr.
Hlliary scored 90 before being very weIl caught at deep mid.off by
Banwelt Jones bowled weIl without much luck, but· the rest of the
bowling was rather nondescript.

The School accepted the challenge, and took advantage of some in.
offensive bowling. They pushed the score along so weIl, that it
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looked aso if thev might weil win comfortably, but over-excitement
proved to be their downfall. As it was, they finished with two wickets
in hand, imd· on1v fivi runs needed for Victory. BanweIl again batted
splendidly, and was ablV backed bv Rvan, Hiscock and Bracklev.

Abingdoll C.C.: 165 for 6 dec. (A.A. HUlary 90; L. C. J. Griffin
23; R. G.Morrlmer 20).

School: 161 for 8 (BanweIl 47; Rvan 25; Hiscock 24; Brackley
18 n.o.)~·

v. WindsoT Count, Schaol (h). Wed., 14th ]une. Won.

Windsor were dismissed very rapidlv bv some good bowling, OOt ägain
the ball was allowed to dominate the bat. Four wickets fell to hälf­
hearted strokes, which resulted in easy catches .dose to the wicket.
Jones bowled particularlv weil, and the fact that Lewis was not called
upon at all indicates the slleed with which the opposition collapsed.

Tbe School seemed overawed bv· the smallness of theiropponents'
score, and appeared to be following in their footsteps. Somehow the
runs appeared, though getrlng them was a very labou'red business; and
the only batsman to show anything like his real form was Hiscock. It
took Windsor 67 minutes to score 33 runs, and the School 65 minutes
to score 34.

Windsor School: 33 (Jones 5 for 7; Marshall 3 for 7).

School: 34 for 4 (Crook 4 for 14).

v. Magdalen College Sch.ool (a). Wed., 21st ]141,. Lost.

The School ended the season badlv, for no app'arent reason. This
was one of the few games played in ideal conditions. Both weather
and wicket were perfect, and batsmen had only themselves to blame for
losing their wickets. Tbe bulk of the Magdalen score was due to their
opening batsman, Carter. who plaved a fine innings. full of scoring
shots all round the wicket. Jones bowled weil, and Sp.inks, once he
had setded down, had the batsmen in trouble, but he dld not bowl at
the wickets. The School batting was deplorable from the start, and only
Brackley and Maxwell looked like staying there. TheV, like the others,
lost their wickets through unnecessary carelessness to bowling which
was accurate, but never really dangerous.

M.C.S.: 148 for 6 dec.(Carter 101).

School: 51.
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SECOND XI

Tbe 2nd XI had a good season, winning three of their matches,
drawing two and losing two. Much of their success can };Je attributed
to their happy spirit and cheerfulness under all condidons. Great credit
is Illso due to their captain, Stroud.Viney, who has handled a young
side with great tact and fostered their keenness. Payne, W oodley and
Carter were the most consistent batsmen but all the first nine performed
creditably upon occasions. Wasde, Spinks and Viney captured most
wickets-in fact Spinks has moved on to the Ist XI-and there were
several other competenrbowlers. Rallings kept wicketwell and some of
bis stumpings were excellent. He is sdll somewhat weak on the leg slde,
but shows promlse.

The team was:- Stroud.Viney (Capt.), Parsons, Woodley,Carter,
Wasde, Payne, Rallings, Westbrook, B., Bush, Langton. Co'wles.

Results

v. Newbury Grammar School (h). Won. 98, 45.
v. High Wycombe Grammar School (a). Drawn. 51 for 2,93 for 5 dec.
v. K.A.S. Wantage (a)~ Won. 128 for 6, 58.
v. City of Oxford School (h). Won. 103 for 9 dec., 45.
v. Reading School (h). Drawn. 33 for 7 , 103 for 7 dec.,
v. St. Edward's School Colts (h). Lost. 74, 77 for 6~

v. Radley College 3rd Xl (a). Lost. 95, 97 for 7.
v. Windsor County School (h). Drawn. 90 for 9 de~ 57 for 9.
v. M.C.S., Oxford_ba~doned.

THmD XI

Although it has. not been an inspiring season, several young players
have gained valuable match experience and taken the opportunity of
showing their paces. Ryan began the season with the 3rd Xl, hut'
quickly moved up into the Ist Xl. Langton spent mucm. of the season
with the 2nd XI after a good knock against Newbury. Hili, M. R. H.
and Emmett have hoth shown promJse as fast bowlers.

Tbe team was:-Paxman, R. N. (Capt.), Smlth, A. M., Clewley,
Emmett, Campell.Dykes, Sale, Rawlins, Lay, T. R., Thisdewood, HUt,
M. R. H., Light.

Results

v. Newbury Grammar School (a). Drawn. 86 for 7, 123 for 7 dec.
v. Radley College 4th XI (a). Lost. 58, 185 for 6 de.c.
v. Reading School (a). Lost!.. 52, 105 for 9 dec.
v. Magdalen College School (a). Abandoned.
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'UNDER 15' Xl

Under 15 cricket has produced dlsappointing match results, but there
have been a number of pleasing aspects. A young and very small side,
the Xl have made decided improvem-ent both in batting and bowling,
and they have shown great enthusiasm. Fielding bas always been keen
and usually very good. Thistlewood in particular has taken some goad
catches in the gully,wbilst Trenaman, Pbipps, Wond and Penney
deserve special mention. FiuSimons has been the mainstay of tbe
bowling, though at times inaccurate, and Trenaman and Baldwin have
both sbown promise as lett armers. ~enney, Trenaman and Mords
have ·played good iunings and Longworth.. and Pbipps, each with two
more yea~ in tbe side, are the two most improved players. FiuSimons
has been a good Captain.

The team was:- FiuSimons (Capt), Trenaman, R. J., Penney,
Longworth, Phipps, Mords, Thistlewood, A.M., Freedman, Dimond,
Wond and Baldwin.

Results

v. Newbury Grammar School (h). Lost. 37,41 for 3.

v. R.G.S., High Wycombe (h). Lost!. 19, 125 for 3 dec.

v. Radley College Junior Colts (a). Lost. 54, 82.

v. City of Oxford Shcool (h). ~on. 45 for 5, 44.

v. Reading School (b). Lost. 42, 79 for 7 dec.·

v. St. Edward's School (a). Lost. 80, 141 for 6 dec.

"!. Oratory School. Abandoned.

v. Magdalen College School. Abandoned.

HOUSE MATCHES
~

The finalof the Senior House matches again provided an exciting
finish. Reeves declared at 133 for 5 (BanweIl 46) and when Bennett
were 66 for 9, it .looked as if the match was over. However, a last
wicket partnership by Brackley and Sale took thescore to 129 before
Brackley was weil caught by Carter at short leg. Brackley's in~gs of
63 was a fitting conclusion to bis career in School cricket. .

A.A.H.

I
i
i

I
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The Junior House final was wonby Tesdale, who beat Bennett by 3
wickets. In the Wednesday league games, the Senior Leagues were won
by Tesdale 'A' and Tesdale 'B', and the Junio~ League Cup was retained
by the holders, Reeves 'A'.
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ROWING

Looking back on a season which started in such an unpromising wav
with rough weather,arctic conditions and major damage to one of the
boats, the Boat Club can indeed be grateful that things tumed out so
weil in the end. For this has been another extremelv successful vear.

The 1st IV sutfered onlV one defeat and that in the Final of the
Public Schools' Fours at Marlow Regatta. The 2nd IV WOll, four races
and lost two, and the 3rd IV WOll, bath iu races. The standard of the
rowing was as good as the best of previouli vears and amongst the
juniors it was better, wbich augurs weil for the future.

Next season the tirstcrew can look forward to rowing in the new
Banham four-Thomas Tesdale II-and, thanks to the generoslty of the
Old Bovs, we shall have in use a Bank Tub which will be of the greatest
possible assistance in the training oE" the juniors and also be of great
benetit to the experienced oarsm'en.

We hope too that the Boat House will have been moved to iu new
site before the end of September. Much remains to be done but work is
in progress and' the prospecU are .exciting. Our thanks are due to the
Thames Conservancv officers for their ready and willing co-operation
and help in this matter. TheV have otfered practical advice and material
assistance at every stage of the project, and we are indeed grateful to
them. '

We owe a debt of gratitude also to John Bury, O.A., who has been
one of our most enthusialitic supporters this term and has helped u.s
most generouslv with transport. His infectious cheerfulness has driven
awav the. "buttertlies" of manv a young oarsinan before racing and in­
spired him with contidence, We hope that he will be able to continue
the good work next seasonl

We must also record our gratitude to Pembroke College B.C. for
the loan of a clinker eight during thelast weeks of term whkh enabled
us to have several weful andenjoyable' outings, anä· wlien ,we -have our
larger boat' house the logistics of'rowingfu. eighuwill be gready eased.

Finally ithe coaches would 1ike.ctothank very mu.ch the retiring Cap­
tain and Secretary of the Club for all that thev have done. Williams
has been outstandingly good as stroke where bis control and cheerful
leadenhip has' been largely responsible for the success of crews in the
last two seasons;- and also for the happy enth~siasm of the Juniors. Lav
has'lihown courage'of the highest order in his rowing and hasbeen
most efficient as Secretary. We wish them andall leavers thebest oE
luck in the future.



P. J. SIMMONDS ('2'). Full Colours 1954. Gives much thought to:
his rowing and follows stroke excellently, but inclinedto wash out at
the finish.

P. J. LAY ('3'). Full Colours 1953. A powerfu1 oar, but does not
nse bis body to full advantage, dropping his shoulders when right
forward. A very good Secretary of Boats.

1st IV CHARACTERS

P. S,ARSFIELD.HALL (Bow). Full Colours 1954. A stylish oar with
an eXl;ellentswing but a tendency to be late when paddling by dropping
in from a height. Has made great progress and promises well for the
future.

'1
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H. G•. WILLIAMS (Stroke). Full Colours 1953. An inspiring, cour­
ageous and cool-headed stroke largely responsible for thesuccess of
the 1st IV in the last two years. Has proved an extremely good Cap.
tain and it is to be hoped that he will continue his rowing in a
Metropolitan Club.

B. J. HEDGES (Cox). Full Colours 1954. After two years service in
the1st IV has become an efficient cox, but still lets his mind wander
occasionally-anddoes not always keep bis rudder-Iines taut.

1st rv: RACES

Sat., 15th Ma", v. Prince Henry's G. S. Evesham (h).

Won b;y 2 lengths in 3 mins. 35 sees.

After being slightly down at the start theSchool soon gained a com­
fortable lead, but failed to produce a good spurt at the finish.

I

Wed., 19th Ma", v. Culham College (h).

Won. easU" in 3 'mins. 17 sees.

The crew was better together and rowed a longer stroke at a lower'
rate, with a good· finishing burst.

Sat., 22nd Ma",v. SiT Wm. BOTlase's School, MaTlow (h).

Won, b;y 4 lengths in3 ,mins.;26.secs.

Conditions were not very fast. After an early lead the School steadily
went away with some good spurts." ':, .. . ...

j
j

j
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Wed., 26th Ma)', v. Reading School (h).

Won ",. 2 lengths in 3 ,mins. 14 sees.

Once agam we had a good race with our keenest rivals of the last
two years, and had Reading been able to row their regular crew the
margin would have been much closer. As it was the School rowed a
higher rate without sacrifidng length and returned a time only 1.5 sees.
outside the record.

Sat., 29th May, v. Cheltenham CoUege and King's SChool, WOTcesteT.

Rowed at TewkesbuT:l"

Tbe School won the toss and chose the inside station on a course
with a wide bend and staggered finish, as weIl as considerably langer
than ours. After a good start die School settled down to row very weIl
and at the half-way mark were leading by over a length. From that
point howeverKing's School gradually closed the gap, and in a thrilling
finish the verdict was a dead-heat wlth Cheltenham 3 lengths behind.
This was a most en;oyable nxture and a very good performance in
unfamißar conditions.
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Sat., 26th June, v. OM Abingdonians (h) •

Won easUy in 3 mins 17 secs.

The School rowed in the neW boat for the first time, and though the
Old Boys made a gallant effort training toId its inevitable tale. Thc
O.A. crew consisted of I. ]uggins, J. Westall, R. M. Reed and R. S. M.
Millard.

In the Final heat against Eastbourne College arid Cheltenham one
of the School crew was suffering frotn stomach cramp but nevertheless
rowed a most plucky race. Eastbourne led off at the start, but were'
never clear, whUe tbe School fought out a ding-dong struggle with
Cheltenham. E,Lstb~urne eventually won a good race by ! length with
the School a canvas wad of Cheltenham.

Sat., 19th lune, MaTlow Regatt4.

For the first time the School drew: a bye into the Semi-final round,
where they met Monmouth School and Sir Wm. Borlaseis Sch., Marlow.
Apparently taken by surprise at the Start the School were t-Iength
down in the first 10 strokes, but they soon settled.down to a long.power­
ful 'stroke and at half-way were slightly ahead of Borlase's and clear
of Monmouth. Tbough they were challenged all the way to the fini&b
a good spurt gave the School a winning lead of 1 length overBorlase's
School, who were Z lengths ahead of Mon:mouth.

I
i

I

L'· -.--.- ~.-,,'"_.. ,---.._--_.__.

i

I
I
I

\

\

I

i
~

\

I



THE ABINGDONIAN 259

'A' Crew-4t Wallingfof'd Regatta on Sat., 5th/une.

Maülen Fouf's

Two members of the 1st IV being Juniors could not enter, so a
compoBite crew composed of P. W. Kemp (bow), J. J. Swainston, P. C.
Sarsfield.Hall, P. J. Slmmonds (Str.), B. J. Hedges (Cox), was given""
a week's pracdce and did quite well to reach the semi.final. After
beadng Wallingford G.S. and Sir Wm. Borlase's School in·the first
two heats they lost to Ashmead School, Reading by 2 feet in the Semi.
final.

SECOND IV

Bow-Pratt J. R.; '2'--Smith B. L.; '3'-Kemp P. W.; Stroke­
Swainston J. J.; Cox-Clark K. A.

Dady rowed at Bow in two race8.

This was a hardworking and effecdve crew. Although not polisohed,
they .rowed strongly and with enthusiasm.

2nd IV RACES

Satol, 15th Ma", ". Prince Henry's G.S., Evesham (h).

Won ", 4 lengths. 3 mins. 49 sees.

Wed., 19th Mdy, tl.Culham College (h).

W:on ", 5 lengths. 3' min~. 38 sees.

Sat., 22nd Ma~, tl~ Sir Wm.. BOf'laSe's Sclwol, Marlow, (h).

Lost ", 2 lengths. 3 mins. 3~ sees.

A rough and unsteady row, the one poor performance by the

Sat., 29th May, tl. Cheltenham CoUege and King's School, WOf'cester.

Rowed at Tewkesbury. Lost b" i length.

The School rowed extremely well over the longer course and though
fiber finished third there was never more than a length "between the
three crews.

crew.
(

Wed.j 26th Ma", tl. Reading SchoDI (h).

Won. ", 3; lengths. 3 mins. 33.5 sees.

1
j

j

1
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Sai.; .26th-June, tI.OtdAbingdoniaäs«h).
"~on by 4 JengeltS. 3· mim. 36 sees,

O.A. crew Wlllf Je' Westall; A. L.G. Mllllgan, C. S. Wigginsand I.
]ugglns. . . ' .

THIR)) IV

Bow-Prenrlce K. H. S.; tZ'-HaU J~ 0.; '3'_lredale J. Mo; Stroke
-AshworthW. H.; Cox- Foden A.].

\ . . .

Oady W; St. A.R a~o rowed at bow.

Sat., 15th May, tI. Prlnce H~ry's G.S., Etlesham, .(hj.

Won by 6 feet. 4 mins. 0 sees.

Plenty of Vigour and a long steady ,etroke got the School home-just.

Wed., 26th May, tI.!leading School (h).

:0 Won by 2% lengths. 3 mim. 57 sees.

More life and a faster stroke gain~ an early lead. . Rather rushed
at the finish.

THE REGATTA

'l'he Boat Club regatta was held on Mondayevening, 19th Julv, on
Wtlsham ~ach. The we~ther was kiD.d and there was a large cro.wd
of· spectators.

. .

Result$were iis foÜows:

House FouTS""";The ßen1iettCup
- '-.

BlacknaU (Prendce, Broadway,P. J. LaV,H. G.William~,;ß.J. Hedges
. .~ox) beat .

Reeves(Rhvs M.F. L. SmithB. L':' P. C~&tsfield.Hali, P. J. Sim.
monds, Clark·K•. A.-Cox) ·by·~ length.

-, . .

J)ay boys '11. Boarders-The Pierp.l>int c.up·

. Boarders(KeDip'.P. W•• P. I.SiDunonds,P. C. S~l"lifi.eld.Hafi,H. G.
'~~'B~ j. Hedges-Cox) beat _.' _ .

fiay'~:fS (Pratt J.~, Olcker, P. J.Lay, Sntith B. L, Clark K. A.(C~l!=)
;l.__ byt length. _ .. . . ..•.•.



(presented this yearby the Mayor of Abingdon, Dr. G. F. O'Connor)
P. J. Simmonds beat P. C. Sarsfield·Hall by 1 length and H. G. Williams

easily.
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Hou.se PaiTS (1unioTs)-The Mon-ell Cup

Tesdale 'A' (Robertll D. H., Ashworth I. T. 5., GluckUch-Cox)
B1acknall 'B' (Budden, Paige R. J., B. J. Hedges-Cox).

Sculls-The O'ConnoT TTOphy
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beat

The Staff v. LeaveTS

The Staff (J. F. H. Barker, G. M. Helliwell, J. J. Horrex, R. G.
Mortimer, G. F. Duxbury-Cox) lost by t length to the

Leavers (Kemp P. W., Ashworth W. H., P. J. Lay, H. G. Williams, B.
J. Hedges-Cox).

Coxes' Race

Foden A. J. and Oliv.er I. A. beat G1ucklich T. C. and B. J. Hedges.

The VisitOTS' Race fOT Double Scull Skiffs

Paxman, Jones D. A., and Pezaro A. R.-Cox, beat
Lockhart.SIDith, Marchbanks R. M., and Hiscock by 2 lengths.

G.F.D. and R.G.M.

TENNIS

This is our second season of serious tennis and of eight matches
played five were won-a very satisfactory record. The c1iJsest match
was against Pangbourn,ein which the deciding game lasted over an hour
and 5 match points somehow eluded w, making the result 4-S against,
instead of in ~ur favour. Our strongest opp'onents were Leighton
Park and as they subsequendy reached the semi·final of the Public
Schools' Gould Cup Competition at Wimbledon. we cäiulOt be too
dissatisfied with a 3-6 defeat.

Sixteen boys have been playing fulltime tennis and the standard of
play is certainly on the up-grade. We' were very fortunate In secur·
ing the services of Mr. R. j. Lay (kindly relealied b1 Radley College)
as coach and bis work with the juniorS bodes well. for the future.

I, "
The weather has been our principal enemy and we have feit the lack

oE a second hard court. The East Grass Court,"resown and levelled last
season. was brought into' play in July and promlses weil. It is hoped to
re.sow the South Court next Ap'ri1, while the start of a turf nursery is
planned for this Autumn.· A con~ete base for the practice wall is under

i
I
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TENNIS VI CHARACTERS

construction-as all those who have helped with the digging and lay.
ing of broken brick foundations know only too welU

In the final of the Buckley Cup (Open Singles) comp.etition, the
holder, J. A. Nichols, defeated A. J. Gardner 6--4, 6--1.

THE ABINGDONIAN

J. A. NICHOLS (Captain). A very fine singles player; but he
has been a little unsteady in doubles and has not always been ahle to
evoke the best from weaker partners. He has a com'P.lete range of
strokes with a powerful forehand, service, and sound back.hand­
though he still net8 too many back.hand volleys when running in. He
is an oustanding player who has done much to raise the general stand.
ard.
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A. R. PEZARO. A player who has lmproved much since last year.
He had coaching during the holidays and played a steady game through.
out the term. He has the strokes but still lacks 'power and confidence,
both of which should come in time. Throughout the season, he and
Nichols have formed a successful first pair.

A. J. GARDNER. A defensive rather than an attacking player whose
base.Une and net play is very consistent. He has a good service and his
overhead play is accurate although bis mid.court volleying could be
improved. He should try to speed up bis play and develop a more
thrustfu1 game.

C. S. WOODRUFF. A new member of the Six, who has not quite
lived up to bis early promise. His service needs to be improved and
bis volleying has suffered from over·eagemess; but he hasa good fore.
hand and plenty of keenness.

P. G. COPE. An, unorthodox player who has considerably improved
UP9n last year. His service is better, althoughstill somewhat erratic,
and he has a good ~ontrolled forehand, drive. In other departments,
he tends touse too much force without getdng a smooth swing and
as a result often hits out or smashes into the net.

A.,. J. PICKFORD. A player who ismore at home witb a shuttlecock
tba'n a tennis ball and found it difiicult to forget bis badminton strokes.
He has a fast first service but should try to acquire a more reliable
second one. He has a good eye for the hall and witb pracdce became
a very useful p'layer, combining wellwith Cope to make a strong 3rd
pair.

Also played (one matchh E. G. Westbrook.
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Match Results

v. R.G.S., High Wyeombe (a), 15th May. Won 5-1 (3 unfinished).

v. Radley College (a), 19th May. Lost 0-3 (1 unfinlshed).

v. Old Abingdonians (h), 22nd May. Won 7......2

v. Staff (h), 2nd June. Won 6--3

v. Reading School (a), 16th June. Won S--4

v. Pangboume N.C. (h), 3rd July. Lost 4-5

v. Leighton Park School (h), 10th 'July. Lost 3--6

v.Windsor County SchooI (h), 14th July. Won 9-0

The matches against Magdalen College School and Abingdon L.T.C.
had to be caneelldd because of raln.

H.M.G.

SWIMMING

Unfavourable weather eonditions marred the Summer Term so far
as swlnuning generally was concerned. Nevertheless considerable pro­
gress was made with Llfe Saving and the tems aetivities were success­
fully concluded by the Swimming Sports, held on. a sunny afternoon on
21st July at the Municipal Poot A number of records were made,
three of them by M. Scott-Taggart, who showed very good fornt in­
deed. After the events, the Green Cup and the certificates were
presented by Mrs. Willis.

The results w,ere as follows:-

U.14 Freestyle, 2 lengths (Record: 1. Kingston, 1953-39.6 sees.)
1. Kingston, 2. Ller, 3. North. 38.3 sees. (new record).

U.14 breast-stroke, 2 lengths (Record: P. A. Smith, 1953-51.6 sees)
1. Hatcher, 2. Evans, 3. Cross. 54.4 sees.

Open back-stroke, '4lengths (Record: M. Grant, 1953-1 min. S3 sees.)
1. Rockall, 2. Dicker M. C., 3. Smitli A. M. 2 mins. 0.1 sees.

U.16 back-stroke, 2 lengths (Record: B. L., Smith, 1953-47 sees.)
1. Kingston, 2. Ller, 3. Hardy. 53.8 sees.

U.16 breast-stroke, 4 lengths ( Record: M. Seott-Taggart, 1953­
1 ,min. 47.8 sees.)

1. Wray, 2. Foden, 3. Le Voi. 1 ~n. 44.5 secs. (new record).

U.16 free style, 4 lengths (Record: M. S~ott-Taggart, 1953­
1 min. 28.2 sees.)

1. Becker,2. Lord, 3. Foden. 1 min. 28.5 sees.

i

i
I

I
I
I
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",

Open breast-stroke, 4 lengths (Reeord: E. G. Roekal1,1953­
1 min. 37.8 secs.)

1. Seott-Taggart M., 2. Roekall. 3, WilUams H. G. 1 min. 32.6 sees.
(new reeord).

Open free-style, 4 lengths (Reeord: R. H. Redknap, 1953­
1 min. 23.3 sees.)

11. Seott-Taggart M., 2. Redknap, 3 Bush. 1 min. 20.1 sees. (new
reeord).

Open fTee-style, 10 lengths (Reeord: R. H. Redknap, 1953­
4 min. 27.8 sees.)

1. Seott-Taggart M., 2. Redknapp, 3. Foden. 4 min. 24.7 sees. (new
reeord). '

Obstacle Race-1. Niehols, 2. Ralfe, 3. Hall J.

Open Diving-1. Redknap,·21. Seott.Taggart, 3. Kingston.

JunioT (U.15) Relay (RecoTd: Reeves, 1953-1 min. 26.4 sees)
1.. Tesdale, 2. Reeves, 3 Bennett. 1 mm. 19.6·sees. (new reeotd)

Sen~T Relay (Record: B~k~all, 1953-1 min. 11.4 sees)
l'.}leeves, 2. Bennett, 3~ BlaeknaU. 1 min._13.5 sees.

··JThe' Green Cup was wonbv Tesdale House with 44 points, foUowed
by Reeves with 40 and Bennett with 27 points.

R.H.R.-

COMBINED CADET FORCE

Life in the Corps was as varied-and exciting!-as is usual in the
Summer- term. ttHostllities" began almost with the commeneement of
term', Field Day being held in beautiful weather on 11th Mav in the
area of Cumnor Hurst. The opportunity was taken of putting in some
last minute revision, on the ground, for Cert. 'A' candidat~; 'and the
Field DaV' as such, WaS really given over to the recruits who made
the most of this opportunity to get a firm grasp of the Seetion hatde
drills. For their Field Day, the R.A. and R.E. Seetions visited the
H.Q. of 'R' Battery, 480 H.A.A. Regt. R.A. (T.A.), where by courtesy
of the Commanding Officer, Major D. B. West (O.A.), an instructive
and en;oyable day was spent.I,

I
I On Friday, 14th May, eame the Cert. 'A' exam.,in which 45 candi-
I dates obtained Part 2, sixteen with distinction. Tbis remarkable number
I of ("redits however must be off-set against a few 'freakish' failures inI Seetion Leading. Examinations were also held for die R.A. and R.E.

Seetions. Foul' Gunners completed Parts 1 and 2 of the Classincation
I Test and aU eight Sappers qualified in theirs, one \Vith distinction.

I Quhe • 'Held D.,' 01 • dUI=, kindl ~ ~ .'C~. ~__.._ _ __

L~. ~_' _ ._.'.. """-'-~ .C. > ••.•_'0
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It is now a tradition that the Corps supports Empire Youth Sunday
in strength and accordingly when this day occurred at the end of May,
a contingent some 80 strong took part in the parade. Turnout was
good and marching too generally; unhappily -though, owing to 'diffi·
cultieli' with the Band, we were a trifle ragged when passing the Saluting
Base during the March Past. Especia11y was this regrettable as the
C.O.'s ex.Army Commander, Gen. Anderson, was taking the salute.

In June, Corps life is generally normal except that specialist seetions
m'llke a practice of going off to watch elaborate demonstrations. Two
such were attended by our R.E. and R.A. Seetions. The Sappers saw a
demonstration given to R.M.A. Sandhurst by 32 Assault Regt. R.E., and
the Gunners were thrl11ed by Ambassador III at Larkhill. Shooting,
too, began to get under weigh for Bisley, the next big event in the
calendar.

In this-our second year at Bisley-we bettered last year's score by
10 but, with weather conditions very much better, dropped 18 places
in the table to finish 74th. There was some consolation in the fact that
we came 17th in the Snap andRapid. Three of our number returned to
Bislev later as competitors in the ~ueen's Pme and two others were
asked to practise with the R.N.V.R. for the Services' XX match, one,
A/Seaman Dady, representing his Service in the match and putting up
a respectable score. DadV also has the distinction of being the onlV
serving Abingdonian so far photographed bv the Press, on the firing
point at Bislev. We were the guests at Bisley of the R.N.V.R., an
arrangement eminently satisfactory to us; and we renew here our
thanks to a11 those who entertained us, especia11y to Surgeon Lt.·
Cdr. P. A. Crow, prime mover in the plot and a most courteous host.

Last, before Camp, came Inspection Day, on Friday, 16th July. Tpe
inspection, a War Office one, was carried out by Brigadier I. W. L. D.
Laurie, O.B.E., Deputy Director of Quartering, supported by Com·
mander A. R. B. Bishop, R.N., Major J. Ritchie, M.C., O.C., P.C.A.U.,
Abingdon, Major N. W. Sackett, R.E., and Captain C. E. Quekett, G3
Cadets, Salisbury Plain Distriet. The Brigadier expressed himself as well
satisfied with all that he saw, notably the cadet~' steadiness on parade
and their geneJ'al keenness. His report, received later, confirmed the
good opinion be expressed verba11y.

During tpe term, the following promotions were made:

To be C.S.M., 'A' Coy.-C.Q.M.S. Jones, D. A.

To be C.S.M. 'B' Coy.-C.Q.M.S. Heavens, J. F.

To be C.S.M. 'C' Coy.-Sgt. Pratt, J. R.

To be C.Q.M.S.-Sgt. Lloyd, D. S.
S.C.P.
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TWESELDOWN CAMP.

A contingent of 4 officers and 77 ORs attended annual Camp a
Tweseldown, from 27th July to 4th August. It had heen hoped tha
we should be 100 strong, but the response from Middle School wa
somewhat disappointing. Let us hope that next year we shall registe
the "Century" for the first time. Be it added since quality counts a
weil as quantity, that one of our numher, U /0 M. J. Brackley, wa
attending bis seventh Camp. Arecord surely-the more satisfying it
that it is, we believe, "Ulegal" to have attended so many ••••

The success of any Camp depends, in the last resort, on two factor
-food and weather. In both respects-most surprisingly in this yea
of gracel-we were fortunate. The Advance Party left in a torrentia
down·pour and endured agonies of exposure in getting the lines read­
for the main body. Beyond this, however, we got only one wettin:
throughout the period, and this relatively short lived. It was cool fo
most of the time; but this-except perhaps in the evenings-was .
hlessing in disguise, as we realised during the last day-a hot steam'
one when tents became thoroughly unpleasant places • • • As for food
the boys fed excellendy throughout, and with a minimum of fuss an<
queueing-a sure sign of organisation. It should go on record in thi
connection that relays of volunteers from Abingdon rendered a publi
service as servers in 1st Bn. Dining tent.

Perhaps the next most important feature of Camp is the quaüty an,
tempo of demonstrations. On the first score, we had no complaints
there were 'bangs' in plenty, as weil as sound tactical 'set pieces' • W'
were ahle to take a particular pride in tbis aspect of the w~rk, as w
contributed 4 (Cpls. Brown, McLoughlin, Older and Walker) of th
10 cadet members of the Demonstration PI., manned for the rest b
officer cadets from Mons O.C.S. Abingdon members achieved their fai
share of the limelight-notably Cpl Walker, who took one magnificen
'header' into aminlature lake-and received as their reward th
written congratulations of the Mons officer in charge. • • • As t,
"tempo", we were sorry that these demonstrations should have ende,
on the Saturday; we all like, to see, on the last day, the "biggest an,
best yet", a large·scale atfair with publi~ity value. At least, those of u
who are able to keep awake after a Night 01'.1

"Potted;' Sports were held on the Sunday afternoon, without intel
ference from the weather. These, in which we cam'e 4th, proved mm
enjoyablel Records were 'put up' hy our team for the pyramid of tablt
event and for 'clear:ing the decks', with a stirrup pump as weapon, 0

an assortment of emptymilk tins. Unhappily, it must also be re·corde,
·that the only m'emher to score, in agame of Aunt Sally directed at
set of cricket stumps, was one of the batsmen of the 2nd Xl! Wha
of the 1st XI opening bowler?



THE ABINGDONIAN 267

The highlights of an <ltherwise uneventful term were Field Day and
he Inspectlon. For Field Day the section visited H.M$. Phoenix at
>ortsmouth and had a most impressive disp'lay of fire-fighting and
lamage.control, as well u a most interestlng demonstration of some
If the prlnciples of buoyancy and a rather sobering talk on the effects
If an underwater atomic explosion. Altogether an unusuaUy interestlng
Lnd instrucd,ve day.

The Drumhead Service in the moming was better organised and con­
lucted than any we have seen since the war, and was followed by a
Ioiarch Past in which, for the first time, officers were not included. The
:::ontingent was ably led by Michael Brackley and came, we think,
econd only to Wellington in steadiness when passing the Saluting
lase.

There was no Guard. Mounring Comp.etition as such, but-still on
,unday, when Abingdon was "running" the Camp--we provided the
Ioiain Guard which, under the command of S/Sgt. Roberts, was as
mart and efficient as any seen during the Camp. A very good Concert
vas organised, for the last evening, by Lt. Scarr of St. Edwards but in
his we made no platform app'earance, having perhaps had our fill,
Iro. tem., of functions of this kind.

To dose this account of an eminendy successful Camp, we record
hat we managed to put in more shooting than at any camp other than
~rowndown. Some 'ßedgHngs' had their first "go" on this occasion,
lnd possible Bisley shots of the future came to light. The work of
J/Cpl. Bush and L/Bdr. Howard, as coaches on the firing point, was
larticu1arly useful on this occasion.

A final word-of thanks, to all those p.eople from our Training
:Jfficer to the overworked Messing Officer, so sick of the sight of food
hat he couldn't eatI-who helped to make training easy and living
:omfortable. A word also, for Capt. Duxbury, M.C., R.A.E.C., brother
)f our own G.F.D., for his initiative and hard work in producing the
irst "home-made" newspap'er we have had at Camp, The Tweseldown
fimes. And so to 1955, when we hope to have as good a time some
",here, in even larger numbersf

S.C.P.

NAVAL SECTION NOTES

i
I

The Inspection day p'rogramme went through wlthout any major I
litches and both the Inspecting Officer and the Naval representatlve,
:::dr. Bishop, seemed well satlsfied. One of the features of this year's I

nspectlon was the interest in the individual shown by Cdr. Bishop, /1

"ho detached himself from the Brigadier and spoke to each member ~f
he_. m mm. We w= mOK wp~ hV W. m_'L

uuJ



268 THE ABINGDONlAN

We were p'leased to see, during the term, Mr. Midshipman D. L
Banfield, R.N.V.R., who visited us shordy after receiving his commision
Another O.A. who sp'ent some time with us was S./Lt. M. H. Venables
R.N.V.R., and we are very grateful tl:' him for the good work he pUl
in with the Seetion while he was with uso

We were pleased to have eight new recruits at the beginning of thf
term, but we lost eight memhers at the end of it. Our good wishes ge
with them all, particularly with Petty Officer P~ J. Lay, who has done a
great deal for the Secd,on hoth by the Instruction he gave and by hif
example. We look now to our thrce Leading Hands to fo11ow in his
footsteps.

The Seetion has suffered another very serious loss this term in S./Lt.
Barker, whose energy and enthusiasm will be sadly missed. HoweveI
"To Amurath • ~ ."-and we are v,e,ry glad to welcome in his stead
Mr. Cooper, shortly, we hope, to become S./Lt. Cooper, who needs ne
introduction to uso

SummeT Camp 1954

Owing to a last minute alteration of plans by the Admiralty, for which
we are very grateful, our week's training this year was aboard H.M.S
Porchester Castle, a frigate in full commission, at Portland.

The advantages of belng in a fu11y-manned ship are very great, thf
most important being that we can see a ship working as she is meanl
to work. Consequently, through living aboard a living ship, almost af
a pai."t of the ship's company, we learnt far more than we should havf
done had the ship been only half-manned. Instruction was more b)
doing than by listening to a fl1rmal talk or watehing a formal demon­
stration, and this also helped to make the week more interesting.

Apart from having a very valuable time on board from the poinl
of view of learning about the Navy, we also had a very pleasant time.
Tbe best part of it'was undouhtedly the -rlsit to Guernsey, and although
the sea, on' the way over, was a little 'humpy' (even sea-siCkness is a
userul experienceI) we a11 enjoyed ourselves very 'much while we werf
there and on the return journey. Several of our number volunteered
to be the "victims" in a demonstrationof the 'Crossing the Line'
ceremony at the Southern Show in Guernsey, but they seemed to enjo)
it only a litde less than the audience, and, although we were invited
to paint the ship red before she sailed for Guernsey, and did so, no-onf
was tempted to spread the same pigmen,t over the town of St. Peter Port.

Altogether a most pleasant and profitable stay, and we are ver)
gratefulboth to the Cap'tain of H.M.S. POTchester Castle for having us,
and to Cdr. Pringle for arranging it.I

I

L _u ~ ----
~-,~~,----~--" ,-' -- -~-,'

L.C.J.G.



During the Swmner Term the time-table allowed us only ralber
informal meetings, hut most of these have been in the open. We pre­
pared a small camP. for Founders' Day in the garden of. Lades Court,
where we showed off a Iitde of our cooking prowess. The Troop had
;lDother successful "Bob-a-Job" :week when the active members man­
aged to average 10 shillings a head_ Field Day at Wittenham Clumps
gave us brilliant weather and much excltement; one lesson which we
leamt there was that it was easier to light a fire than to p'ut it outI
We were again fortunate in having a visit from the Distriet Commis­
sioner, who was ahle to invest and warrant the S.M., and we look
forward to having regular visits from him in the future.
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SCOUT TROOP

1
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I
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I
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M.N.W.

SCHOOLSOCIETIES

ROYSSE SOCIETY

The Soclety held three most successful meetings during the Summer
Term, at the first of which A. R. Pe:aro read a long and interesting
paper entided, "Russian Propaganda". He dealt with the aims of
propaganda in general, aud then gave an account of how the Russians
achieve these alms. Subsequent discussion wall vigorous and considered
the means of counteracting the evU effeets of propaganda and wavs of
strengtheningreclprocal propaganda ofthe Western democracles.

For the second meeting the Headmaster and Mrs. Cobban kindly
invited members of the soclety to see a performance of Gilbert and.
Sullivan's comic opera, ''The Mikado", at the New Theatre, Oxford.
Supper was cooked for all after the show by the resident members of
the Soclety. Needless to sav the evening was much enjoyed by all and
we do thank Mi-. and Mrs. Cobban for their generosity.

At the last meeting oE the year P. G. Cope read a paper entitled
"The Evolution and Problems of Modem Medicine". In this most in·
teresdng paperthe author gave abrief history of the growth of medicine,
and its gradual change from being alchemical and mystical to its present
assoclation with the biologieal sclences. He then dealt with some 01
the problems, such as that presented by the increase of the average age
.of the population, which ohave arisen because of the advancement o~

medical technique. Subsequent discussion dwelt on such toP.icsas the
National Health Service, its good points and its weaknesses, and the
best means of looking after old people; thus adding to our vocabulary
such words as gerontology and geriatries.

This was one of the most Iivelv meetings, l!-nd proved a fitting end
to the vears activities. The soclety would like to record on paper its



R.M.M.

TURNOR SOCIETY

deep indebtedness to the Headmaster and Mrs. Cobban for their gracious
hospitality throughout the year, and also to thank those members of
the staff who so helpfully support the soclety.

THE ABINGDONIAN

The Summer Term, as is usual, was one of comparative inactivity, for
only'two meedngs were held.

Early in the term, Mr. L. C. J. Griffin gave us a talk, copiously illus.
trated with photographs and postcards on the epidiascope, about the
expedition to· Rome last Baster. His descripdon of the excursions and
visits to such places of tnterest as the. Forum, Osda and Tivoli proved
most interesting, and we do thank him very warmly.

After the G.C.E. exams we once again found ourselves indebted to
Mr. WilUs who arranged a film show for uso There were three film~1l

the first, "Persian Story" was in colour about oil.prospecting in Persia;
":Rankin's Springs is West", the second, told of IHe in the Australian
bushl and lasdy a film whose tide is explanatory~"lsle of Man T.T.,
1950".

We hope that the Michaelmas Term will bring with it a programme
as varied and as attracdve as this past year has seen.
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J.B.
DEBATING SOCIETY

Three meetings were held duringthe Summer Term, the average
attendance of about thirty ~ing somewhat lower than in the two
previous terms.

At the first B. P. Kibble, seconded by J. Budgen, proposed the motion
-"In the opinion of this house, the Ship' of State is sinking fast". The
opposition was led by N. K. Hammond who wassupported by N.
J. H. Grant. The debate was a lively one and plenty of humour was
shown: it was unfortunate therefore that time was so limited and many
speeches had to be cut short. The motion was defeated by an over·
whelming majority.

When the Sodety next·met ihe motion was that-"This House refuses
to be dismayed and alarmedat .the prospect of 1983". C. M. Dunmoan,
seconded by J. M. Mobbs, proposed, whilst B. P. Kibble and I. T. S.
Ashworth opposed. Speeches in this well·fought .debate covered a variety
of sll.bjects from :he threat of Atomic War to a world economic slump
and in spite of the most vigorous opposition, the motion was carrled.

The final meeting was largely confin~d to two junior forms-o-3A and
3B--and a most encouraging display was given. The motion was­
"In the opinion of this house, fame is incompatible with happiness".



J.C.I.

GRAMOPHONESOCIETY

].M. Foster and R. Dickenson spoke for the motion and O. M. L. Rhys
and D. G. Darroch ag~t it. It wasgenerally agreed after the debate
that this innovation of a junior meeting was worth repeating and plans
for next year will include at least one 3rd Form debate.

"""',"'11'
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The first meeting during the Summer Term included the over­
ture, "The Hebridt?s" by Mendelssohn and the "Enigma Variations"
by EJgar and was introduced by the Secretary, who subsequendy intro­
duced Tchaikovsky's fifth symphonyat the third meeting. At the second

,meeting J. M. Thisdewood p'resented Bach's third Brandenburg Concerto,
Mozart's fortieth symphony and the first movemen~ of Prokofiev's
Classical Symphony.

The remaining meetings, three in number, were introduced by D.C.
Shaw, T. M. J. Kempinski and J. Al. T. Saywell. Tbe respective pro.
grammes were: the overture, "The Wasp's", by Vaughan.William~

and the Violin Concerto ;n E minor by Mendelssohn; Beethoven's
"Eroica" Symphony; and Haydn's Trumpet Concerto together with
Mozart's Third Horn Concerto.

Unhappily, at the dose of this very enjoyable series of meetings we
bade farewell to .our Vice.president, Mr. Barker, who has done ,so much
for the Soeiety. We wish him every good fortune in his new post.

R.E.J.P.

CAMERA CLUB

The Summer Term was another very busy term in every respect. In
the dark room the "new enlarger has proved most successful and many
of its products were seen in the annual photographic exhibition on
Founder's Day. With the eine cameras we were engaged on our new
16 m.m. f()rty.five minute production, "Thanks a Million"-Iocations
for which ranged from a famous inn to the courtroom-an athletics
film and a corps film. In addition, we were preparing for our f~rth­
coming dOCU1J;Jentary•.

We were very pleased to hear of the success of nUt Profieias", our
first production, at the Slough and District Am Festival where it was
awarded the trophy for the best film "b:aving won no previous award".

The outstanding lectures during the term were given by Mr. Mac.
donnell of Johnsons of Hendon Ltd., to whom we are most grateful
for the gUt of some photographic equipment. Mr. Macdonnell's
lectures, which were illustrated, were on the Colour Screen Process and
Portraiture. There was also a popular series of talks on, eine t~chnique
with subjeets ranging from "Art Direction" to "Camerawork".
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I, Finally, we were very sorry to say good.bye to Michael Sale and

Jeffrey Heavens at the end of the term. They have both, through their
hard work and great enthusiasm, contributed much to the success of every
section of the Soclety. We do thank them very warmly indeed for
their unfailing assistance.

M.K.C.G.

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY

I D:uring the Summer Term the Soclety held three meetings at which
films were shown. At the first, two films were given entided "Malaria"
and "The Diesel Story". The former showed the life cyde of the
parasite which causes malaria and was illustrated with some very go04
animated 'diagrams of the parasite at work in the blood of a human .
being. The other film showed the historical background of the diesel
engine wmch we know today, from the first huge apparatus, which
would not turn under its own power, to the highly efficlent modern
machine.

Subsequendy "The Tree of Life" showed that for centuries the oll
palm, harvested by emde m-ethods, has been the veritable tree of life
for the Africans 9f the Belgian Congo. Furthermore it showed how the
way of life in the Congo improved when large plantations and oll·
mills were set up.

At the last meeting "The Oxo Story-Part ll, (Africa'," was given.
This film was in (.Olour and showed the stocking and development of
beef herds for the making of "Oxo" in Africa.

R.W.W.

CHESS CLUB

During the Summer Term, the Chess Club continued its weekly meet·
ings with steady attendances from both seniors and juniors.

Owing to examinations and the large number of sporting fixtures. we
were unable to play any matches against other schools, but in the
Michaelmas Term we shaIl be arranging matches 1I.S usual.

P.S.V.

BRASS BAND

The early part of the Summer Tenn was occupied in conscientious
practice anti this, in addition to the weekly c1asses which Mr. Clack held
for beginners, proved rewarding on the occasion of the Corps Inspection.

As always, the Summer Term afforded ample opportunity for the
Band to give' an account of itself: on Old Boys Day and on Founder's
Day it played' during the. interval and the (At Horne', whllst later on

,
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st the Corn Exchange, both the Band as a whole and a quartette gave
creditable performances.

Tbe number of players increased to seventeen, and in spite of the
fact that four members are leaving, it is hoped that the Michaetmas
Term will again be'sonorous and successful.

R.H.R.

PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Membership is still fairi,. high. Most of the members are juniors but
unfortunately many of them were unable to attend every meeting.
Nevertheless there was an excellent attendance of twenty to thirty
members.

Meetings were held every fortnight when stamps were discussed and
swapped. One meeting was devoted to a quh which proved to be very
lluccessful and at another we discussed how' to display stamps to the
best advantage. At the end of the te~ a competition was held for the
neatest sheet subscribed for the Founder's Day exhibition. First pri%e
was awarded' to J. Krltght.

During the Michaelmas Term, it is hoped that the meetings will
be better attended and more frequent.

H.G.W.

JOINT CLUB

Not always has the club been able to hold three meetings in a busy
Summer Term, but this year all went according to plan. A tennls
party at St. Helen's in May set the ball rolllng, whlle a very successful
sodal and dance in the grounds of Lacles Court brought the season to
a fitting close. Perhaps the highlight of the term was an evening picnlc
at Cumnor Hursl!. On this occasion the girls showed themselves as
adept at lighting fires as the boys were at frylng sausages.

Let us not overlook the academic achievements of the club. Both
Jennifer Pulley and Roger Marchbanks are to be warmly congratulated
on the award of State Scholarships.

F.J.S.

SCHOOL LIBRARY

We acknowledge with many thanks a copy of Trevelyan's Sodal
History of England from Miss P. Estridge; a book of 'cutdngs' referring
to the School and two interesting books of Latin Versions from Rev. W.
E. Henty Summers; and another copy of Irak Petroleum Co. Journal
from J. McPherson. We are also very pleased to receive leaving books
from the followingJ A. R. pezaro (Stones of Somerset Maugham); P.
J. Lay ·(Pattem of Islands and Florence Nightingcde); D. C. W. Lewis
(Re~h fur tfw Sk~); J. E. Cowles (1, Claudius); P, 13. Light (lohn

i
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WethneU); K. H. Smith (Old Man and the Sea) and T. R. Lay (C,."
the Beloved Count,.,,). We &hall be including further acknowledgments
in our next issue.

Thanks to the skilful and strenuous efforts of members of the Class-
kaI Sixth the Libraries and Heylyn Room were completely redecorated
at the end of last term, and the result is very p'leasing. Next term there
is plenty of work ahead oE the new Library staff in getting the records
up to date and carrying on the work of rebinding, which is at last
under way.

G.F.D.

VISIT TO ITALY
It was not until we disembarked -at Dieppe that I rea11y believed

that we were indeed on our way. In a surprisingly short time, how·
ever, we were. on the train and speeding towards Paris. A hasty meal,
a glimps~ of some of the we11·known sights of Paris-the Madeleine,
Arc de Triomphe, Notre Dame, a sprint along the interminable length
of the Gare de Lyon, a hasty leap into the train, and we w.ere,
a11 forty.one of us miraculously,aboard the Rome Exp.ress. Seconds
later, and before we had a11 found our seats, we were off.

Twenty.four hours later, almost exacdy, after a journey through
some lovely scenery, particularly along the Ligurian coast from Genoa
undl the railway turned inland toPisa, we disembarked, somewhat
tired, at Rome. We were met by ourguide, a lady whom wewere to
come to know and like during die next few days, Signora Caramazza•
.Buses took us to our hostel-buHt by Mussolini,-somewhat pretendous
exte_rna11y, rather austere with a minimum of furniture inside, but it was
clean, the beds were fairly comfortable, and the food, typica11y Italian,
t~ough purged of garlic, was fairly good.

To try to see Rome in six days is like trying to paint a battleship' in
a day. Yet we saw a great deal. There were the impressive things, St.
Peter's, the Vadcan Museums, the Colosseum, the Forum: the great
thri11 of standing in Nero's "Domus Aurea", even though the imagin.
adon had to restore it to its former glory; the somewhat macabre thriU
of walking along the Cryptoporticus where Caligula was murdered­
more than nineteen hundred years ago. History began to come to life.
Walking along the Via Sacra, the realisation came to U8 that mast of
the great men of Rome must have walked·or ridden along that same
road, probably over these very stones. N or was it anly history that

I
we found in the Forum, and the oth~r remains of Ancient Rome; there
was beauty too. Non.one could forget the three lovely columns which

I are all that remain of the temple of Castorand Po11ux, or the litde

I ":'::::::::::~'... ci"" ......h 'modem .. a Rlad..
I term, there Was «D\!~h to admlre, much to wonder at. The Churc:hes,

l~_.~__.__



TRE ABINGDONlAN 275

most of them on anclent sites, and incorporating a great deal that is
1Tery anclent, though mostly in the Baroque style, were very lovely.
There was one literally breath-taking moment when we went into one
of them, Santa Maria Maggiore. The Church was dark, ·one could
hardly see, unfortunately, the nfth century mosaics above the columns
of thl;: Nave; but in one corner of the Church there was a light. It was
the Borghese Chapel lit for a service which was in p,rogress, anci. as we
ap'proached, the grace and beauty of the intricate yet tasteful decoration
brought ·the tears to our eyes.

Rome, of course, i8 famous as a home oi Art as well as oi History and
we were able to see some oi the nnest pieces of sculpture and painting
ing the world. Perhaps the most impressive were Laocoon and Michael­
angelo's great ceüing in the Sistine Chap.el, but there were others no
less beautiful-the dying Gaul, and a lovely statue of a little girl protect­
ing a bird from a snake-while some oi the most interesting were
contemporaty 'portrait heads of famous Greeks and Romans, many of
them familiar fram being used as Ulusuations in Greek and Latin text­
books.

It was good to wander among the people of Rome,-friendly, cheer­
ful, jolly p'eople they seemed, to' wait at a bus stop with forty others,
knowing that even if the bus appeared to be futl, we should all probably
get on; to crowd on to lorries in the bus strike; to walk through the
streets of Rome to the Romantic places, the Spanish Step's, the Pinclo in
the evening, looking over to the doodlit dome oi St. Peter's, the Fount­
ain of Trevi where we threw our coins into the water and thus, so the
legend runs, assured our return to the Eternal City.

Two days were spent out of Rome-one at Tivoli in the ioothills of
Abruzzi-the Romans called it Tibur. Here, eighteen hundred years
ago, Hadrian built a home ior his later years, and the remafns are
there to testify to its magnincence. Here also fourteen hundred years
later the Este famiiy bnilt a villa, and adomed its garden ~th many
lovely fountains. Neglected for many years, they are now restored and
were all playing when we were there, making a brilliant display in the
strong sunshine.

The ancient town of Ostia and the beach at Castelfusano formed the
other excursion. Ostia had acharm all of its own-a dead town, yet
one which needed litde imagination to bring it back to liEe.

After the magnmcence of Rome, it was reirellhlng to come to some­
thing much more homely, to see shop.s and the houses oi ordinary
people, the smaH theatre and beyond it the square where merchant
companies .bad their offices,' most of them with their trade marks in
mosaic on the pavement in front of them. There were small temples,
granaries, miH stones, a nreman's barracke, p'ublic baths; everything on
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-a smaUer and more intimate scale than in Rome. There was a freshness
abollt It all as though the town wore a smUe in death.

It was with very .real regret that we left Rome to mlvel N orth to
Florence. Once more the journey was interesting, passing nearer to
the mountains and dose to Lake Trasimene.

Florence was very different from Rome. The Cathedral with Giotto's
beaudful Campanile, and most of the other churches, were rather start­
ling at first with thell" coloured marbles, white and black, green and
pink. The interiors contrasted sharply with the faliade and with the
Roman churches. Though they were adomed with fine freseoes, their
Gothie stone arches were plainer and, to some eyes at least, more
beaudful than the rieh and somedmes rather over ornate Baroque of
the Roman churches.

Once again there were art ga11eries-the Pitd palace and the Uffizzi,
both fuU of paintings familiar from reproduetions, and others less
familiar, but equaUy beautiful-the best of thema11 Leonardo's Annun­
ciadon with its wonderful simpUcity and riehnesf of colour. Again there
was sculpture-and in parrleular the great bronze doors of the Baptistry
which Michaelangelo ca11ed the "Gates of Paradise"• Again there was
history-a medieval history with the great ltaUan names--the Medici
pardcularly-eonstandy l"eeul"ring.

Florence indeed has a medleval chal"m about it, derived perhaps from
its arehitecture, whieh dates mosdy from the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries. The most romantic and charming place of all isthe Ponte
Vecehino, the only bridge in the eity which sumved the war intact,
mercifully preserved with its medleval houses, for centuries the shops
of the -goldsmiths and silversmiths, still upon it.

We spent three delightful days here, sight-seeing, buying souvenirs
at :he open air markets whel"e all kinds of craftsmen have thek staUs, In
pal"ticular the basket.workers and leather-workers for whose work the
city b weU-known, gazing in admiradon at the views of the city to be
seen _from the hiUs above, visitng the monastery of San Fnncesco at
Fiesolci eleven hundred feet high, until, much too soon, it was time to
come home.

The trip was over. The experiment a suceess. We l"etumed much
richer in experience, with a Utde knowledge of an unfamiUar country
and a small familiarity with two beautiful eitles. We have many
memories and perhaps the legend of. the fountain wUI come true at
least for some of USo It remains to be seen.

L.C.J.G.
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Old Boys' Day, held on Sllturday, 26th June, again brought together
a good number of Old Boys covering many generations of School life.
Tbe wea.ther was fine and the sporting activities were carried through
without interruption. Tbe -School 1st XI defeated the Old Boys by
seven wickets after a very good game and both School crews were suc·
cessful on the river.

Tbe Annual Dinner in tbe Council Chamber was attended by just
on one hundred members and guests. Tbe President, ·Mr. Hugh Insley­
Fox was supported by the President-Elect, Mr. T. E. Gardiner, the Head­
ma~ter and Mr. Grundy, while the guests included the Mayor of
Abingdon,Dr. G. F.. O'Connor, nve other members of the Governing
Body and three of the Senior Prefects.

After the loyal toastand the toast of John Roysse had been form-ally
honoured the President prop.osed the health of the School coupled with
the name of the Headmaster. Mr.· Cobban in reply gave a S1lD1D1'llry of
the School's progress during the year, and emphasised that increase in
numbers would not mean any lessening of personal interest in the indi­
vidual boy. He then p'roposed the toast of the Club to which the
President-Elect replied urging all members to take an active iuterest
in its affairs. Mr. Airey Neave, the loul Member, replied to the toast
of the visitorswith his usual feiicity and vigour aud was followed, with­
out anti-climax, by Michael Brackley, Head of the School.

Tbe formal part of the proceedings ended with the installation of
the new President.

Thesincere thanks of the Club are due to Mrs. Bevir for the beauti­
ful table decorations and to Duncan West, the Dinner SecreUi.ry, for a
highly successful dinner. .

A large number of old boysattended the Sunday morning service
in the SOOool Chapel when the lessons were read by the Headmaster
and the President, and afterwards the visitors were entertained to coffee
by Mn., Cobban in the Scbool House.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (O.A.C.)

Tbe Annual General Meeting of tbe Club was held in the Pembroke
Room at 5.45 p'.m. Tbe President, Mr. Hu~ Insley-Fox, was in the
Cb:\ir, and 42 members were present.

Tbe minutes of the previous meeting were read, and, with no quest­
ions arising, approved ~d signed.

..- _ -~----_.-/'
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Tbe Secretarv's report showed that the Club had again enjoyed a
successful year and membersbip had increased by forty-five. The report
was adopted.

Tbe Sports secretary reportes{ a fairly successful y~ar. pardcularly
'in the' Athletics meeting, but asked a11. members who wished to take
part in any of the activities to get in tou~ witb him as early as
possible. He was thanked for a11 lihe trouble he tookincarrying. out
bis dißicult task.

The Treasurers report showed the following balances on 26th June,
1954. in the General Account at Westmioster Bank, less UL6.7due
to the Treasurer, t30.11.6. In the MaguineAccQuut at .the Trustee
Saving6 Bank :t709.0.5. Thereport was adopted withdue thanks to
the TreasuieJ:l and Mr. Snell, the auditor.

Increase of Subscription. Tbe proposal recommended by the Com­
.mittee to increase the Life Subscription to the Club--apart from the 5
gns. Life Subscription to the Maguin_to 3. guineas, as from 1st July,
1954, was discussed and unanimously approvedl.

New Pavillon. Tbe Vice-President stated that since the last General
Meeting the prospect oE playing 1st XI ~atches on the War Memorial
neId instead of on Uppcr 'Field appeared much closer than expected and
therefore the whole question of wnat sort of pavillon should be erected
where was being reVtewed a&esh. Considerable discussion Eollowed on
the merits oE keeping 1st XI games on the U pper Field, though it was
generally realised tbat it WIlS not the, Club'il business tosay where
crlcket should be played. Eventuallya show of hands was taken~m-mply
as an expression oE opinion, and ~ formal ~esolution passed nem. con.
declaring the -meeting's. complete contidence in the Club's representatives

.on thf; Pavillon Committee.

The Vlce-President stated that the War Memorial Field would be
Eorma11y opened on the evening of Founder's Day, as thatwas
thought to be the. most appropriate date.

Election of Officers. Officers elected for 1954-55 were as fo11ows:.­
President: T. E. Gardiner.
Vlce-President: J. M. Cobban.
Hon. Secretary: N. J. Holm'es.
Assistant Secretaries: J. O. Bary, J. H. Hooke, D. B. West.
Hont" Treasurer: W. Bevir.
Sports Secretary: E. H. Aldworth.
London Secretary: S. A. Palge.

J. D. Wood and W. A. Rndd were re-elected to the Committeeand
Mt H:. V~J1abl" WaS eleeted in place of J. H. Bartl~tt retiredt
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OLD ABINGDONlAN TRUSr FUND

There being no other business,the Presideqt thanked members for
their indulgence and declared the meeting closli:d.

Tbe President announced that· through the great generosity of an.
anonymous Old Boy the Club' was inthe happ,y position of being able
to give f:50 to the School BoatClub forthe piIrchase of a fixed roh,
Appreciation of this handsome. gift was shown in no uncertain manner.

d.
31

s.

1954.

t
30

Statement of Accounts for Year ending 31st March,

Receipts f. s. d.. Pa)'ments
Balance at 1-..4.53 201 19 10 Magazines sUp'plied
Subscriptions and Postages, Stamping

Donations 82 18 0 Covenants, etc. 1 10 11
Refund of I.T. on Balance in Bank,

Covenants 40 19 6 31.3.54 53 16 10
Trustee S.B. lnterest 3 1-5 10 Balance in Trustee S.B.

311.3.54 244 4 2

Members are asked to note nowthat the Annual Dance will be held
on Saturday, 4th December, the date of the O.A. Ruggermatch. Tbe
President and Mrs. Gardiner will receive guests uom' 8~o-&.30 p.m.,
while sherry is Sl.'rved, and dancing will follöw till midnight. Tickets
p,rice 10/- single, will be ohtainable in due.coutseuom W. Bevir, Esq.

f:329 13 2 E329· 13 2

G. D. Duxbury, Hon, Treas.

We are very grateful to R. W ... Snell, O.A. for once again auditing the
Accounts.

O.A.NOTES

We acknowledge with many thanks increased covenants from}. M.
Cobban, G. F. Duxbui'yand W. M. lsbister: new Covenants from J.
C. Blackmore, B. N. J. Bosley, H. B. Healy,W. R. A. Ketde, J. W,
Rayson and J. L. Taylor: and we shall welcome as many more subscribers
as' possible, particularly those whose Covenants to the War Memorial
Fund are now reaching completion.

i
i
I
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FOXWELL. On 8th April, 1954, to Elizabeth, wife ofA: E. I
~~FO~dl (1931), • ~og~ (H'~)~' '0'~~"4S~PM"._.J
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Maniages

BROWN-BROWN. On 8th June, 1954, at Oxford, Derick P.
Brown (1949) to Jean M. Brown of London.

HEARD-ANNS. On 24th July, 1954, at Trinity Methodist Church,
Abingdon, Donald A. Heard (1944) to Beryl Anns.

HEAVENS-ELDRIDGE. On 31st July, 1954, at St. Peter's Eaton
Square, London, Michael Anthony Heavens (1950) of Abingdon to
Elizabeth .Eldridge of· ChigweIl, Essex.

TOWN-BOULCOTT. On 16th July, 1954, at Christ Church,
Reading, Paul A. Town (1935) of Radley College, Berks., to Doris
Boulcott of Reading.

WESTON-HUMPHIÜES. On 31st July, 1954, at St. Mary's
Church, Bloxham, Kenneth J. Weston (1948) to Kate Elizabetb
Humphries of Bloxham.

Deaths

ASHWIN. On 29th December, 1953, at Bexhill, Robert Forster
Ashwin, Priest, of Res Angusta, Bexhill, aged 86; ,

DAVIES. On 7th February; 1954, at the North Staffordshire In·
nrmary, Lewis CyrU Davies (1900.03), Hon. Canon of Chester
Cathedral and Vicar of Audlem, near Crewe, aged 67.

Rev. R. F. Ashwin, Scholar of Pembroke College, Cambridge, was
ordained in 1901 and was a master at King Edward VI School, Gran·
tham, before he came to Abingdon in '1906. He left in 1910 to become
Headmaster of Magdalen College School; Brackley and occuP.ied that
position for 20 years. From 1930 till his retirement in 1947 he was
rector of Ashurst, Sussex, and since then he lived at Bexhill. All who
knew him at Abingdon would wish us to oifer their sympathy to his
two daughters.

Lewis Davies was at the School for 3 years from 1900 and after
leaving won an exhilntion at Christ's College, Cambridge, and was
ordained in 1910. After holding euracies at Eastleigh, Sideup and
Dartford and acting as Chaplain to the Forces in World War I, he
was appointed Vicar at Crewe in 1921 where he remained till 1935.
From 1935 to 1947 he was Vicar of Liscard, Cheshire, during which
time be was appointed Rural Dean of Wallasey and Hon. Canon of
Chester Cathedral in 1946. In 1948 he moved to Audlem where he
was Vicar at the time of his death.

As we go to press we are shocked to hear of the death of Peter
Gurbutt(September 1946-March 1950) as the result of a road
accident on theouuklrts of Abingdon on 1st September, 1954. We
ofter our sincere sympathv to his familv.
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A reeent number of John 0' London's Weekly devoted two pages to
ln artiele by Trevor Allen on the life and work of Erie Whelpton
(1909), whose latest travel book, Dalmatia, was published earlier this
~ear by Haie. .

David Wheaton (1948) has been appointed Tutor and Leeturer in
8lassies at Oakhill Theological College, Hem., whUe he eontinues to
~ead for bis B.D.

E.S.N. Hazel (1942) who has qualliied as B.M., B.Ch., M.A. (Oxon),
ilnd L.R.C.P. (Lond.), after a locum at St. Nicholas' Hospital, Plum­
ltead, .has nowbeim appointed a House Physiclan at bis old hospital
St. Thomas', where D. B. Ker (1943) is also on the Staß.

Kenneth Walker (1942) after eompleting bis Staß College Course
Ln London has been appointed Secretary of York Maternity and Fulford
Hospitals, c:ontaining some 250 beds. He has had a very busy time
lupervising the eompletion and opening of this fine new hospital.

Edgar Riee (1928) writes froin Kabete, Kenya, with a more reassur­
ing picture than we have had of late and hopes to be home in the
Spring of 1956 to enjoy aleave that was eaneelled in the emergeney
last year.

Gordon Bayley (1938) has transferred bis aetuarial aetivities to the
North and has beeome a partner in a firm of eonsulting aetuaries in
Liverpool. . His address is The Boynes, Thornton Hough, Wirral,
C;:hesbire.

Geoßrey HUl (1942) is now praeticing as a Solicltor on bis own
aeeount at Hinck1ey, Leies.

Laurie Taylor (1943) has returned to Oxford as Agric:ultural Asmt­
ant and Farm Dept. Manager with the firm of Buckell and Ballard_

Tony Randle (1941) has also eome to Oxford where he is on the
staß of the City Engineer's Department.

Cecll Pulford (1947) after 5 years as a Gunner Offieer spent mostly
in N. Africa and Malta is now working with a private Air. Charter
Charter Company, operating from Blackbushe.

Brian Arundale (1941), mamed with a small son, is working with
a firm in Sheffield.

Campbell Stott (1946) reeently bad a serious aecldent whUe elimbing
on Kepple Crag, Cumberland, and we trust he has now fully reeovered'
from the e6ects. He is on the Engineering Sta6 at Esso head office in
London.

Alan Beadle' (1947) who is at A.E.R.B., Harwell, left reeently for
Canada to particlpate in experimental work there.

Among recent academic aehievementf W~ h~v~ tl} 1'~e9r4 ~th apprQ#
pria~ c;on~ratW"'tl9ß"- i
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J. B. Rie:b (1947), Bristol University, B.Se:., Cl. IL

P. C. Ric:bardson (1950), London Hospital, B.Se:. CI.n Hons.·

R. J. Tavlor and M. J. Warebam (1951) Reading Univ., Cl. 1I .aI1
Cl,.III respee:tive1v in Agric:ulture.

S.-;:R.Mills and C. S. Wiggins (1953) Pem'broke College, Oxfor,
Cl. III in Matbs. Hon. Mods. and Sclene:e Hon. Mod9.

The Services
Group Captain D. S. Kite (1930) is now stationed at Uxbridge.

Cmdr. D. C. Woolf, R.N., (1934) bas a poilting to Portsmoutb and i
fiving at Prinstedne~rEn;tswortb.

David Banfield (1953) is a fully ßedged Midshipman.

Lt. R. F. Hamer, R.A., (1950) in tbe Canal Zone bas been: e,njovin
more underwater nshing at Bir Odeil.

Lt. Rl. A. Clav, R.A., (1948) is now stationed at Dover. We e:Oll
gratulate bim on bis engagement to Miss Jenniler Tortise.

2nd Lieut. M. M. Grant (1953) R. Berks. bas left for West Afrie:
on attacliment ·to tbe Gold 'Coast Regt.

H. B. Stevens (1951) is deserting industrv and is boping toretUrn t.
tbe Arm'Y with a Regular Commission.

2nd Lieuts. Peter AmeV and Jobn Westall (1953) botb R.A. nnl
tbemselves in ,tbesame tent at Sue:z attae:bed to a Mauntian Guarl
Company.

Lt. D. M. Aldwortb, R.A.P.C., (1949) is stationed in Germany a
also is G. W. Croe:kford (1952) in R.E.M.E.

Norman Sburroe:k, R.A.O.C., (1953) is an instrue:tor at R.A.O.C
Tee:bnie:al Training Sc:bool, Deepc:ut, initiating montblv bate:bes int(
Depot proe:edure. Life Ül made more e:ongenial bV good quarters ane
two stripes.

B. D. Guimaraens (1953), now in tbe Marines at L)'Dlpstone, ha'
rec:entlv passed his Unit Selee:tion Board.

J. S. Baxter (1952), wbo bils been serving in H.M.S. Adamant~

bas been selee:ted for entry toDartmouth•

. Manv of tbe boys who left tbe Se:bool in July have, alreadv jolned
tbe Servie:es. Others are awaiting tbeir papers. To allwe cxtend ow
good wisbes. We should fike to print in our next issue as full a list as
posslble of tbeir whereabouts, so we hope they will let us bave newti
of thePl.
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Terms 01 SubscriPrion

The Lile Membershtp Subscriprion to the Olcl A'bingdonian Club,
rtich cOtlers aU the pritlileges 01 the Club bad does ~ot inclucle receipt
;the Magadne is ThTee· Guineas.

AU su.bscriprions to. the Club 0'1' enquiries Telating to it should be
nt to the TTeasuTeT': W. Bevir, Esq., 36 Park Road, Abingdon, Berks.

'The Abingdonian'

Old Bo,s anel ~thers can obtain the MagGtine in thTee wa,s:

1. B, BankeT's OTder (minimum 7/6) pa,able to the Old
Abingdonian Trust Fund. Fo'T,mS 01 CotTetJ4nt ulhteh wiU
neMl, double the tTalue 01 all su.bscriptions to ihe Fund 01
10/- a~ otTer, wiR gladl, 'be suppUed.

2. B, Com~ounding IOT Li/e SlI\bscription: 5' guineas fll4Xifnum,
2 gu,ineas minimum, accoTding to age. '

3. B, subscriprion to the MagGtine at CUTTent PTice, at p;-esent
5/- per annum.

AU subscriptions to the O.A. Trust Fund and 'The Abingdonian', 0'1'

,esrions Telating to them sh.ould be sent to G. F. Duxbury, Abingdon
:hool, Berks., He will also be glad to Teceitle news ITom and con·
~ing O.A.s lof' incluSion in the magGtine, and' particulaTl, pro.mpt
[)ttee .01 all cnanges 01 address.


