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EDITORIAL.
W E are on the eve of the terminal

dissolution, "faint yet pursuing."
The term has passed equably, without
extremes. The curve which the Editor
has carefully plotted from day to day,
showing the average of ups and downs in
the lne and work, health and behaviour
of the School, unfortullately cannot be
published until it has been approved by
the Board of Education.

The Football Team is. neltring the
end of a successfnl season; and the
Captain is to be heartily congratulated
on the way in which he has inspired
his men. Our superiority in tue School
matches was most decided, and in others
we have generally done ourselves credit,
in the last match reported before going
to press, that against the town, we
drew 2 all against a representative team.
In the Second Eleven the promise
shown is noteworthy and encouraging.
Holmden is a useful and resolute back;
Neligan and Holland, amor,g the for­
wards, show excellent combinaiion and
rasource. Mortleman, after playing
weIl as centre forward for the First
during the earlier part of tbe term has
lately fallen off.

.A. valued correspondent-we cannot
ignore his inquiry-writes to ask if the
meetings of tbe Literary, Scientific and
Debating Society are correctly reported.

--~-----_.~
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He thinks there must be some mistake,
in view of the fact that, as the l'eports
stand, both movers and opposers seem
in variably to miss the point, and the
debates end before the really vital
arguments have ever been mentioned.

Some of us are in training for the
Dance and the Concert, others for the
Chl'istmas boxes-of pills, so usefu! in
the coming festive season.

This year Christmas Day is on the
25th December-but this and othf'r
usefnl information will be found in the
Times 01' the Daily Mail, we forget for
the moment which is which. Our own
printer has run out of space, and
suggests that we should msh our
readers a marry Christmas-he says it
is the usual thing.

A1UNGDONIANA.
The Government has rejected the

proposal to make Abingdon a garl'ison­
town. The School Corps gets some
fair practice once a year, and with the
Park gun, which is of a more modern
type than many ()f those now used in
the Army, will be competent to deal
with any invaders.

The Abingdon Joint Hm'pital is being
enlarged. The old problem-" What
to do with the cold mutton P" will now
be easilysolved.

The 8chool should ha,!ß 'a good defen­
sive batting team next summer, to
judge from the Dumber of stone-wallers
now going strong.

The L.S.D. Society (so called hecause

it takes eare of the sense, and the
sounds can take eare of themselves)
has eondemned modern dress. We hear
with some relief that trousers muy still
be worn.

The Rugger team have got a Rugger
ball.

'rhe Gymnasinm lockers have arrived.
But where are the locks P Perhaps the
familiar Latin ru1e is being followed,
and they are called lockers-a non
lockendo.

Shakflspeare illustrated:-" a little
touch of Harry in the night" (Henry V.
Act 4, pro!. 47.)-this was what the
Licensed Vietnaller thonght when he
saw the Park ghost.

This ghost, by the way, was success­
fnIly laid by an industrious constable,
who, we understand, dressed for t.he

part.

The coloured gentleman, who I'ecently
'applied a cl'ow-bar to the head-piece of
an unoffending burgess, has undergone
a term in prison. He was, it appears,
a Cambridge man training for "the

. rag." As for his unfortunate victim
it was found necessary to bind hirn
over-to keep the piece.

The new members of the Sixth Form
have had to proeure taU hats of a larger
size.

Custom dies hard r The 1atest survival
ia a peculiarity in the. hygiene of the
face, ancient1y practised by the priesta
of Baal.
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THREE . IN BELGIUM BY
ONE OFTHEM.

Abrief deseription of our tour w'ill
be difficult. But although "the soul
of wit" is an undoubted virtue, Jet.
strangely enough. I do not possess it.
However, a periodieal with the eircula­
tioh of the Abingdonian, must be so
over-run with eontributions, that only a
bl'ief article ean hope to escape the
Editor's waste paper basket. 1 will.
therefore, be as brief as possible. A
trip to Brussels is, by the experience of
the writer, reeommended to those who
wish to widen ·thei1' knowledge of
" them fm'dn' parts" at littie expense.
It is not necessary to live like dukes,
(as,by the way, we did). The trip cari
be done fairly chenply, and a grent deal
enn be seen in the space of a week. I
was there a week, and I saw a grent
deal-more thnn I bargained for. .

I let Jim and the boy go over a day
before myself, thu8 yielding to them
the honour and glory of being the
pioneers, and also the arrangements
nbout rooms at the hotel. This course
ia recommended "by one who knows."
I 'followed the next day. We had a
rather rough passage from Dovel' to
Ostend. I tried to get something to
eat down below, but before the meal

, eame, I ehanged my 1Dlnd and came up
on deck again. It is nicer on deck.
l 10vega.zingdowIl at the rushing
waters as they dash against thA ship's
side. I watched ihern' most of the
voyage. It was very cold, but I didn't
dal'egodown-stairs again. Arriving
at Ostend a:t about 7.30, after ahasty

mea1, I caught the Brussels' ,expreSs;
My bag wasostentatiousl)' examine(lby
the authorities; aud confided to the tJRTe

. of a porter whom I decided to l'ewafrd
handsomely. I therefore gave him th-e
magnificent sum of 5 centimes whieh I
thought to be the equivalelltof ';6d:
It is, however, worth one halfpenny; as
I found out fmm his illdignant remarks.
I supplemented this with unother coin.,
which let loose the 'flood-gates of his
wrath, andhe clirsed me in ]j'reneh
steadily, Ismiled at him insweet
ignorance as to his meaning, and he
phlsently departed.

N.B.-Lellrn yourcoilloge heforeleav­
ing Albion.

After a 2 01' 3 hour journey in a
.Juxurious 2nd cluss carriage, 1 arrived
at Brussels where I found Jim Rnd the
Boy awaiting me. Jim compelledme
to take a conveyance to thehotel (5·
minutes walk) for appearances' sake.
That'sthe worst ofJim, why, I found
that Ihad to eschew a pipe and smoke
beastIy weird cigars all the time I was
there. Tbis it was which really accel­
erated my departure.

Brussels by day is glorious-by night
it is more glorious still. The Right o'f
tue soft lights. the hum of conversatiou
in the brilliantly illuminn.ted cafes,the
ringing of bells which comes frointhe
pretty tramcl\l's(you should see th986
trams; ihere is nothing like themto imy
knowledgein England), the people
sitting out intbe Boulevards '01'

drillking wha.tever it is they drin:k
out therein the eafes, while tbe
$~ring bD>nd· discourseselassicaJmusic,

. ,
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above alJ, the air of good comrade­
'ship and gaiety, all this is enough
·to mo.ke one wonder why on eo.rth oue
has never been abroad before. We
went to the cafe adjoining the Hotel,
(The Grand) almost every evening. It
.was delightful.

There are plenty of English in
Brussels, and it is ensy to make oneself
nnderstood. There is always an English
speaking man in every restaurant 01' big
shop into which you go. It was as
weIl for 11S tbat. it was so. I cannot
speak French over ßuently. Jim is
admittedly? worse than J. We ean
both ask eloquently for pens, ink, and
paper, and discourse on tbe ailments of
our nunts, motbers, &c. But these
subjeets did not seem to crop up,
altbough we Clid ourbest to force
thern to the front. They are very pOOl'

,cönversationalists, these fOl'eigners. But
.the worst part of 0.11 was that even
before we spoke at all, 0. cry went up
·for the English waiter, and people used
,to look hard at. uso We gathered that
the reason was, that we are clean
shaven (at least I am; Jim js, some­
tirnes), whereas every man tbere wears
arespectable beard .and moustacbe.
Query, wbere do they bide in the period
of waiting, before the beal'd is respect-
able? Pel'baps tha explanation is that
·in Brussels they SPl'outs rather quickly.
(please don't suppress that ; it is
,original). However I digress. The next
day .was devoted to si~ht seeing in
Belgium's capital. There are some very
fine buildings, notably the Cathedral,
,the Palais de Justice, theMusee Wiert.z,
the King's PiI.lace, and the Town Hall.

We saw thern all, but I have not tbe
space to descnbe them.

On the next day we went to Waterloo,
but much to our cbagrin the battle was
over. We bere saw the farm of Mont
St. Jean (used atl 0. bospital dUl'ing the
battle), La Belle Alliance where Blucber
and Wellington (alphabetical order)
met afterwards, La Haie SlLinte, llnd
the farm of Hougoumont where tbe
Englisb garrison withstood the desper­
ate attacks of 12,000 French an day.
(Read Les Miserables). Rad they taken
the cbateau, as it was then, we were
!tuthoritatively told, we should bave
lost the battle. Tbe old Chapel still
exists with the Crucifix, at the foot of
wbich the fire stopped. The ceiling
and walls are black with the Dames of
English tounsts who ha.ve not been
content with the visitors' book. The
name of the immortal Jones stands out
in bold relief. He bails from Manches-­
ter" 01' is it Glasgow? No, I forget;
Glasgow was the birth-place of Smith
of equally illustrious flj,llle. Why will
these p~ople write their names about?
I call it disgraceful. (I did not do it on
this occasion). Scattered about the
battIefield are various monuments,. the
bl:lst of which is the French "Dying
Eagle," "Aux derniel,"s combattllats
da 10. Grande Armee~" On the fIag
which the w(.unded Eagle is defellding,
are the Dames of Austerlitz, and otber
Napoleonic victories. 1t is impossible
to . omit mention of tbe Lion on its
immense pyramid, aland-mark for the.
country round. You bave aU heard oE
it and seen it in pictures, so I will not
enlarge upon it•.



THE ABINGDONIAN. 309

On the next day, we went to Antwerp,
the future riyal of London as a seaport.
There is plenty to see here also. The
Cnthedral is fine. Tbere is a glorious
picture representing and entitled, "The
Descent from the Cross." The Dock­
yards are superb. We went there on
Sunday. Sunday abroad is like an
ordinnry day, only more so.

On Monday we went by train to
NarnUl' ; thence we took the steam
tram through lovely scenery to Pro­
fondeville. A glorious panorama opened
out hefore our eyes on the journey,
which was bettered at the end ot it.
We walked along the road by the river
Meuse through the pl'ettiest scenery I
have yet beheld. We had intended
rellching Dinant, but thc prolongation
of the loncheon hour, and a missed
train at Yvors made this impossible.

I must here cut sbort this l'ecord of our
splendid !ittle holiday. The relation of
001' other visits, the adventures throogh
which we passed at Brnssels itself
(there ia one rom:a.ntic little episode
which ,vill remain in my wind till [ go
under; Jim knowB it, but may I perish
if I write it here), our visit to Ostend,
all these I must leave out through lack
of space. Ostend itself is a splendid
summer resort. Flentibus hinc Vadus
discedit maestus amico; pOOl' Varius
rao shortof cash, and was obliged to
return. The others followed afew days
latel~.

P.L.D.

THE CHARGE OF THE
.PREP. BRIGADE.

At Pl'ep. in the Conidor,
Old Study-Corridol',

All in tbe Bt~dies of Gloom
Bat SOlDe t~o pupils :

Sixth formers, Fifth aod BheH,
Loog had they aat and \vell

Fl'om Teu. till Chapel Bell,
POOl' wretched pupils.

Pianos to right of thern,
Pianos to left of thern,
Pianos aloft of thern

Volly'd and Thunder'd :
Theil"s not to make reply,
Their's not to wonder wby,
Their's but to sit and-sigh,

Tenth of a hundred.

Crescendo! Fortissimo!
(No Pianissimo P)
o how too weIl they knew
Someone bad blundered I
Storm'd at so long they the,
Patience gives way to h'e,
Dull eytls are lit with fire,
And into the jaws of Death,
Into thc mouth of Hell,
Vowing an vengeance, charge

Tenth of a hundred.

Flash'd a11 their pen-knives bare,
Flash'd as they turu'cl in air
S~bring the players there,

Nobody wonder'd :
Herz and Bertini
ReePel from the pen-knife stroke

Tatter'd and sunder'd :
'Ihen they march'd proudly back,

. Tenth of a hundred.
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.Peace to the right of them,
PeacEl to the left of them,
Peace up aloft of tbem,

All the air slumber'd.
Now can some work b~ done"
No need 0.11 prep: to shun,
Triumphant they homeward come
'Back from the jaws of Death,
Back from the mouth of Hell,
They that have fought and won,

Tenth of a hundred.

When CRn their glory fade P
o the wild charge they made,

Lacking 0.11 scruples I
Honour the charge they mnde I
Honoul' the Pl'ep. Bl'igade,

Heroic ten pupils I
V.C.

A RIDE IN CONNEMARA.

It wasa beautifullyfiue, morning
when we stal'ted on onr expedition. We
left Galway byan early,train to break
the worst part of ,the' dde. Ey doing
tbis we passed up along the rivel' Corrib
and same of Lake Corrib.

We went through some very varied
scenery. Some parts were wooded, and
some lake cQuntry, aod some blenk
moorland covered with magnificent
gorse. The line passed up tbrough
Recess and Glendalough, leaving the
Turk mountllins and The ,Twelve Pins.
These latter are aU on an average two
thousand feet high and are sharply
pofnted. 'fhe upper ridges, for the most
part, are'simply: a mass of bare rock.
This'niakesthem all'the'möre stätely.
Leaving these6n the~iiht,the train

makes its way through a network of
small lakes which coritain excellent
Hshing, especinlly fOl' salmon and· trout.

At Clifden we begau our ride. We
went out of our way at first in order to
get the view fl'Om the cliffs at CHfden.
So we climbed up to the cliffs aod gota
magnificeut view of coast in front of uso '
It is composed of numerous smaU bays,
~nd we could see for twenty mHes. [n
the distance was the low lying rocky
promontory of Slyne Head. Then on
t.urniug we saw the TweJve Pius rising
up behind the pictUl'esque littie town of
Clifden situated on Clifden Bay.
, When we got the wind with us we

had reached the highest point of our
ride; {Lnd got a glorious view of the
Pins and Diamond Mountaill in front of
us. To our Ieft lay the Atlantic and in
the distance the cliffs of Achill, partly
hidden b'om our view by theLetter
Mountain which stands out very con­
spi~uously. Wealso- could see the,
highest mountaiIl in Connemara, which
iso about two thousand aix hundred .feet
high, sloping sheer down- to the Atlantic
on one side and to Killery Bay on
another. All this we sawas we ate our
lunch. The day was glol'iously fine, and
we conld make out CroaghPatrick
Moulltainin the far distance, from
which St. Patrick is said to have driven
the reptiles from lreland. Stai'ting
agaill we had a grand spin down through
Ballinakill, skil'ting the side of the sea.
After about two mHes we came to
Letterfrack, which stands at the foot of
Diamond Mountain, and ia quite a
prettily situated village,with mountaimi

I
I

i
I

I,
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Oll two sides, the sea behind and moor·
land in front. The seareity of houses
t1.11d hllbitations lends to the loveliness of
the seenery.

Thell .down .to ·Kylemore. From
Letterfrack to Kylemore. a dista.nee of
a eouple of miles, Lhe road is lined with
wild fuchsias, ,and when these are in
bloom tbe effpet is almost tropical. We
tbeJi rode througb Kylemore domain,
the property of the Duke of Manchester.
This is about tbe 0111y plaee in Conne­
mam where tbere are any trees.

W'e then rode on to wbat oue might
eaU the back of nowhere-the topof
some high moorland, and aU round
hardly a bouse ,01' person eould be seeII.

On oneside was tbe Killery bay, far
below on another the Twelve Pius, on
unother Kylemore Pass und Mountain.
It is not often oue gets such a bleak
bit of scellery. On we rode, and got
our only shower. whieh was quite slight.
After about nve miles easy riding along
tbe side of the Killery Ba.y we reucbed
Leevane. J ust before tbis we had ,a
view of the volley of Delphi and Dongb­
10ugh.

At t~e end of theHarbour rises a
mountainnamed theDevil's Mother,
whieh sta.nds higher tban tbe rest.
Tbis we left on onr left. Tbe Killery
Btty itself is oneof the deepest pieces
of water in tbe West of Ireland. A
great partof tbe Fleet ean eomerigbt
into it. .

The seenery is bleak and grand; the
mouatains ar.e bare and and roeky; ,tbe
whole plaee. ie perh!tps the most desel't~d
in. Ireland.

We bad now ridden about twenty-six
miles, anel bad fourteell more of heavy
riding to do in limited time to eateh
Dur train. We l'orle up tbe Maam
Valley leaving tbe Killery bebind us,
and rencbed Maam Village, still in the'
desert.

At Maam we erossecl one end of
Lake Corri'Q und after riding two more
mHes of uphill left Connemara proper
behind. Two miles of easy l'iding
reaehed tbe train.

We saw some of the nnest und cert­
ainly tbe wildest seenery that Great
Bl'itain ean boast. We eseaped pUDctures
und, what was more wonderful, the rain.

HIBERNUS.

MATRIS LALLARE.

1.
Turgidus, ecce, teres sed bomuneulus

atque rotundus :
Nescis sane oTum dixeris anne virum :

Arduus in muro sedet: excidit: advolat
omnis,

Nee mora, 'vis bominum regia, regis
equi,

Succursum. Quid enimP Frustra sueeur~

ritur. Ovum est.
Viseer;;t rupta ovi quis repR1'are quea.~ P

H ..
Parvula pascit oves. Heus tu, eave,

segnis; o.berrant:
Nilnnimo sensus,qua peells erret,

habes.
Quid facias P.El'rare sines seeurit; .r:e~

·dibunt
Ne~pe .trabens eau.dam quaeque Jn

ovile suaU\.:



312 THE ABINGDONIAN.

IH.
Dico oriente die, necnon redeuntibus

astris
Machina voce horas dico ego docta

Ioqui.
Mus capnt ausus adit; sad et hune ego

protinus hora
Oecupo atl"OX dicta.; mus et ab ore

cadit.

IV.
, Heus I didicisse juvabit et haec: noc­

turnus in agro
Cum cithara felem et cum, cyatho

patel'am
Vidi ego baccuantem, risu titubante

catello,
LUDae dUlD pernix bos super ara saHt.

R-B.

.BELLS AND CHANGE-RINGING.

Change-ringing exists nowhere in the
world except in the Bl'itish 1s1es, and
some of the Brltish Colonies.In Eng­
land, as a former contributor has
explained. bells are 'rung up; but in aU
'other countries the bell is struck with
a hand hammer, or some mechanical
-<lontrivance is used, such as the carillon,
which is a sortof ker-board in connection
with the beIls, and tbe operator strikes
the keys with a m'aUet.

The Iargest bell in tbe worldis the
Great Bell of Moscow, which was cast
in 1653. Jt weighs 198 tons, but has
never been hung, beeause a piece oof
meta! seven feet long WRS broken out
of it in the founding;' the bell now
stands on a pedestal in the Kremlin.
The Iargest bell, rung on the swing, is

" Great Paul " of St. Paal's Ca.thedral.
Other great English beIls are :-Big
Ben (15 tOllS), Grent Peter, YOl,k (lot
tOllS) and beUs in Canterbury Catheclral
and Christ Chureh, Oxford.

Scientific change-ringing started in
England a lang time ago; in 1668 the
fh'st book on the subjeet was written by
Fabian Steadman who gives his name
to aue or two famous" methods." In
the 18th century change-ringing was
taken up by the "Leeds Youths," the
first society of change-bellringer.;; ever '
foi·med. Their exploits hate been re­
corded. Between the years 1755 anrl
1760 they rang many remarkable peaIs,
and on severaI occasioDs tried to ring
40,320 changes on eight beIls. Once
after ringing 24,800 changes, a clnpper
broke; on another occasion they ha·l
'l'ung 17,000 when one of the bells was
thrown over. In these peals there were
two 01' more men to each bell, one went
on when the other was tired. At the
present time in ringing peaIs there ia
one man only to each bell, because it is
very difficult for a new corner to take a
bell in the middle of a peaI.

Nowadays, the 1'ule is, one man, one
bell, to constitute what is teehnically a
peaI.

Formerly beIls were not founded at
the fonnder's workshops, but the founder
and hili! men journeyed to the Parish
ChJll'chyard, where they set up a telU­
pOl'ary fUl'llaee, Uond melted t,he melal.
At such times theparishionersused to
thl'OW gold and silver into the molten
me~al, thinking thereby to improve the
tone of the bell, 'but in reality l'atlter
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i

spoiling its note. When th~ beU was
finished, it was turned mouth upwarus,
and filled with beer;' tha parishioners
then dlll1ced round the bell find sang;
helping themselves libernlly at intervuls
to the beer; and consequently went
horne in a very merry mood. But now­
a-days these games are DO more.

Scientific belI-ringing is by 110 means
a simple matter, nor can it be done by
the light of nature. Für" ringing "
iu the true sense of the word the bell
has to be "rung up"; to do this the
ringer swings the bell higher and higher,
until she reaches an upright position,
the mouth of the bell being' uppermost,
she is then said to be ou the " balance,"
a.nd can be "set" so that she remains
in an upright position, and may be
pulled off at leisure. When rung she
is pulled off first " at hand stroke," and
then "at back stroke" in the opposite
directiou, swillging rouDd at each pull
and describing almost a full cirele, till
sbe comes baek to t11e upright position.
At each revolution tbe bell does the
greater part of the swing, tbe ringer's
part being a pull just hard enough to
bring the bell to the upright position,
ready to be ~, pqllad off " again.

When a peal'of (say) eight beIls is
rung from the higbest note, or " treble,"
to the lowest,. tbe "tenor," 1, 2,3,4, 5,
6, 7, 8, the beIls are said to be rung in
" 1'ounds/' Variations of this order
o,re called "ehanges," and "change­
ringing" is the production of cho.nges
by particular methods•. The number
of changes possible may be easilyfound
outby multiplyingthe'numbers of the

beIls together, e.g., on 6 bells the total,
number of chllnges is 1 x 2 x 3 x 4.

x I> x 6=i20 aud so Oll.

The names of the different numbers
or sets of ehanges produced on beIls.
are:-

Singles (4 bells) Doubles (i:)
Minor (6) Tl'iples (7)
Major (8) enters (9)

Royal (10) Cinques (11)
Maximus (12)"

, To rillg all these changes, the riugerS'
must know cel'tain rules, by puttill~

which into practice~ the changes pro-c
duced are aU different; but after a
certain number of changes Lave beel}>
rung tbey begin to recur; fC!r this a.
" conductor" i~ cLosen, who knows
another set of rules, aod he directs.
whell a variation ie to be made. Thus
any number of changes enn be rung, nG
two being alike.

The wor1d'e :record of over a thousand.
peals is held by tbe veternn ringer, the
Rev.'F~ E. Robinson, Viear of Drayton~
Abingdon.

AN ENTHUSIAST.

GYMNOPAEDEIA.

At last the long-sought gym lIaa come,.
The gym for wbich we prayed,

With ladders, borse, ropes, rings and.
bars, '

E:fficientlyarrayed.

Amidst a scene so weil equipped,
The weak soou1d soon be strong ;

Our 'brethren who are short and thin,.
Shollld 800n be fat andlong.,
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But here's the rub-when most we wish
To strengthen these poor fl'ames­

The door is ahnt: a voice within
. Is calling choir-boys Dumes.

At eve a grave pl'Ofessol' comes
To teach the giddy dance ;

And on the fioor, to athletes barred,
Young men and maidens prance.

Bnt Miles and Sn.ndow both declare,
That, if wa want physique,

Gymnastics must be pl'actised more
Than one short houl' a week.

o ye who order this ÖUl' school,
Pondel' Dur humble plea;

And open t\vice a week at least
The gym where we \Vould be I

~. U. M.

OF PLAY.

A Ohicago Scientist who has been
illvestigating the bas~s of organic
existence, teIls an astonished world
that he looks forward to the time wheri.
he will be able "to take life and pluy
with it."

No one, Isuppose, would object to
his taking an organic Italian structure
to-day and playing with it, most people
would pl'efer this instrument to a
trumpet, but when it comes to taki~g
life, sooiebody, the hangman for choice,
will inevitably draw the line.

The English boy-what a. pityit is they
spoil him by sending hirn to school,­
holds quite l'ightly, that "the play's the
thing.'> His one rule of life is to play
the game, and it would be bard.to find
a bettel'. But he is too consoientious

----------~-----_.

when he applies it to the so-called work
which is done at schoo1..

Our Righer Education-rightly so­
called, for it ia the work of a hireling',
not the shepherd-is the essence of all
the obsolete, useless, and soul-destroying
stuff that conld be collected by a lllole­
eyecl classical archreologist with the help
of a creature half monkey aDd half
mathematician, and of a polyglot immi­
grant waiter. People talk about the
10ilt tribes of Israel, I wish a few of the
Philistine hosts would disappeal'. It is
to them we owe this education, both old
and new and its crownillg absul'dity
the Board of Education. The teaching
in our schools was aheady with a veu­
gance the education of the bored; I am
thanldul that I am t;lot illvited to join
it. But 1 wish our boys showed more
active resistance and wonld assel't them­
selv'es in a more imperative mood.

Engliah boys are the salt of the earth,
why do we ,spoil their savour 1>

But this: is an age of adulteration,
truly an evil ll.nd adulterons age; even
those substances on which QUl' lives
often depeud, the dl'ugs and mediciues
of the healing art, are tampel'ed witq.
This ia what is mennt by the degenera­
tion of thenational physic.

T.his gl'oeer-like principle is canied
tp even gl'osser lengths; we aetually
a~ulterate life, that is, we inoeulate onr
children with diseases, in orde.r to ke~p

t.ltem down-another iniltance· of th:e
senile .fear ·of. eompetition. It is a pit.
e,ous sight to see young obHdl'en going
a.bout wi~htll.e indelible marks of adJ;l.lt
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tyranny upoo them, the purpIes of
erysipehls, the blotches of eczema, and
the horrible indentations of smltll pox.
Iooculatioo is iorleed a pock-maldng
discovery in the truest sense of that
much abused term.

Brimstone and treacle was the basis
<if Squeers' methou of repression. The
principle was slightly different from
that of the modern system. The boy
was then regarded, I suppose, as. a sort
{)f wild savage, aud the object was to
make him at least a tamer Indian.

Returning tn pla.y, we will still im"ite
the judgment of our young fdend, the
sanest I know, before it is spoilt. Very
rightly he refoses to l'egard maUers
like Bridge, as games. He nevel' views
it, either by mooulight 01' in the dny­
.senson, with whistful eyes, He would
eIass it with Euclid, as a scientiIic
'Study, and see DO difference between it
o.nd the other Asses' Bridge.

He will have nothing of such reCl'ea­
tionfil of the aged as verse-writil1g, for
instnnce; which in the case of minor
poets is areal re-creation, (art of course
being imitation), aud in the case of the
öld woman and young children, who
are now creating amongst us,is veritably
child's play. Nor will he read this
kind of thing. Even if Shakesp~are,

-from his embattled towers in the laIe
of Man~(it ia cllriolls that some people
will adhereto the superstition that he
was an Elizabethao! )-were to POUI'

-forth upon the wodd his long-promised
volumes of sound poetry, "he would
mot hear."

N 01' does he regard the creation of
romance as a pastime. Even" the
Englt~hgirl, divine, demure,"as depicted
by Ollr Corellis aod Austins, with her
" engaging " smile, and disobedient
cUl'ls, does .not attract him half so
much as do the red cheeks of a cricket
ball, and its curls so obedient to the
bowler's will.

A maiden by the river's brim,

A maiden over is to him,

And it is nothing more.

He does not lack humour, but he
refuses to count as real pmy thtlSe
pastimes of the wit and the thinker,
the plny "po" words, as Browning puts
it, .and the play of thought. The
aualngies traced by these gentry are,
of course, intelIectual rhymes; and, as
such, are akin to verse-maldng. But
the boy sees neither reason in rhyme,
nor rhyme in l'eason; and in lUOst
specimens it is, indeed, difficult t6 see
anything of the kind.

At the risk of offending his taste, I
"euture to -point out a curious analogy
which his games suggest. Nearly lLU
games, certainly the best, have for their
centl'e, the sphere. Cricket, football,
tennis, rackets, fi\"es, golf, baseball,
hockey, and less importaot sports, are
played with a ball; In all of these the
ball ia, as it were, the palpitating cen­
tre of romance. " Keep your eyeon the
ball" is the golden rule in each, neglect
of which may lead to a ball on the eye.
Even· to girlsa ball is the ultimate
symbol of joy.

J
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'l'here are, indeed, forms of play
which seem to be exceptional, such as
skating. But the exception proves the
rule; the curves made by the figul'e­
skater are parts of tbe ch'cumference of
a ch'cle. It is on these two-dimensional
forms of the sphere that the soul of the
skuteris fixed, not as might be supposed,
on hiSl skates. The latter, of course,
are fixed to the soles of his boots.

In one distressing case, which I
personally witnessed, we may see ll.

curious reversal of this, 01' l'ather a
earrying of it out to the bitter end. It
was the skater's fault for using the
old-fashioned wooden' skates; auyhow
the hired skate-fastener use~ his gimlet
with such vigour and spontaneity, that
the iron entel'ed his sole. For a few
delirious moments he was a howling
specimen of a sole in pain.

Now the sphere is not only the basis
of our play, it is also the ultimate bltsis
of the univel'se. It is the ea.rliest form
tuken by matter, und also the highest.
The infinitely smalI, and the infinitely
lal'ge, the atom and the star, are alike
spheres. The fact indicates that to
play games is, more than culture, more
thau philosophy, the true aim of the
perfeet life.

In Latin, it is true, play rhymes with
work, laborare est orare, but the Latins
were Philistines. In the language of the
children of light, io English, pray
rhymes with play. A rhyme more per­
fect is not to be found, no, not in
Walker. .

i

L-. ... _

CHARAOTERS OF THE TEAM.

P. J . .A.ldl'idge (god)." A rah' goal­
keeper, but rI1ther sleepJ. He should
not kick into tonch so much when
clearing.

G. B. Oooksey (leftback). A very
reliable back, who has been one of the
mniustays of the team. Tllckles weIl,
and kicks neutly with either foot. He
also, should learn to clear without
kicking ioto touch.

E. F. Berry (dght back). A very
hard-working back, but he has not
improved much. He tackles very weIl,
but is too apt to get amoog the forwards.
A very weak kick.

M. G. Brioswead (left half). A very
good haU-back. He is inclined to He
too far back at times. Kicks weIl and
feeds his forwards weIl. A clever
tackler, und makes good use of bis head.

N. Duucan (centre-half), Oaptnin. Has
pluyed really weIl the whole season, and
at times brilliantly. Backs up his
forwards admirably and shoots low und
hard. Mig-ht make use of his shooting
powers 11 little oftener. Has worked
indefl1tigably as captain, and is to be
cougratulated on the success of the
team.

G. F. Moore (right-half). Lags
behilld too much, partly through want
of pace. Defends w~I1, but he should
try to feed his wing more often.

R. R. Parker (outside 1eft). Plays
very weIl on his day, but has his" oB:.
day " like wost of uso He centres very
weIl, but occasionally too high.
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R. V. Weaviug (inside left). Rather ,
disappointing as a forward. He should
not pass to his partner on the outside
when near goal. Rather slow. He put
in some v.el'Y fine goals frolD centres by
Smith in one match.

W. Leach (centre-forward). A very
tricky player, alld aIl excellent shot.
Quick on the' ball, and very neat with
both feet und head.

E.H.Harvey (inside right). Combines
beautifully with Smith, and is a very
useful player. Does not shoot often
euough when in front of goal. Rather
slow.

F. D. Smith (outside right). Very
much improved since last year, and ia
DOW probably the best forward in the
team. He is fast; CE'ntres exceedingly
,velJ, aud has scored some fine goals.

FOOTBALL.

A.S.F.C. v. Pembroke College. This
match was played on the School ground,
on Saturday, November 18th. The
Schoollost the toss as usual, but nevel'­
theless we played first into the Park end
goal, our favourite way. About twenty
minutes after the start, Pembl:oke got a
very good gonl. which was shot by
their inside right. At balf-time tha
score was 1·0. The School attacked
hoUy on resuming, bnt the Pembroke
goal keeper played very weil, and saved
aU the shots he got. T\vo more goals
were shot for Pembroke, aud this was
,the exteut of the scoring. School
team :-(goal) P. J:. Aldridge; (backs)
G. B. Cooksey'and E. F. Berry; (halvcs)

M. G. Brinsmead, N. Dunean, and G. F.
Moore; (forwards) R. R. Parker, W.
Leach, W. A. Rudd, Esq., E. H. Harvey
und F. D. Smith.

A.S.F.C. '11. Jesus College. 'This
match was played at Oxford, on Wed­
nesday, November 22nd. Mr. Rudd and
Mr. Gibson could not play for us, owing
to injuries. The ground was very
slippery, aud we had hard work in
keeping' on our feet. We were a ~oal

behind at half-time, the result of a
good shot by the Jesus College centl'e
forward. After half-time we got worse
and our opponents added two more
goals. We sadly missed Smith at
outside right,. Had he been playing,
the result might have been different.
School team :-(goal) P. J. Aldl'idge;
(backs) G. B. Cooksey and E. F. Herry;
(halves) M. G. Brinsmead, N. DuncRn,
and G. F. Moore; (forwards) R. R.
Parker, W. Leach, W. R. Mortleman,
E. R. Harvey, and R. V. Weaving.

A.S.F.C. v. Bloxham Schoo!. This
match was played on our ground on
Saturday-, November 25th. We had
matters all our own way throughout
the game. About ten minutes from the

I start, Smith got a goal for uso Then
Leach gob two aud Weaving ODe. At
half-time the score stood at 4-0. Leach
got a goal for us soon after re-starting,
then Weaving put in two very good
ceubres from Smith. We got two more
"gouls after this. Weaviug (1), Smith
(1). This was the extent of the scoring
aod we WOD a l'ather one-sided game by
10 goals to O. If the left wing had
been smarter, the score might have

\

J
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been much larger. School team:­
(goal) P. J. Aldridge; (backs) G. B.
Cooksey and E·. F. Berry; (halves) M.
G. Brinsmead, N. Duncan and G. F.
Moore; (forwards) R. R. Parker, R. V.
Weaving, W. Leach, E. H. Harvey, and
F. D. Smith.
. A.S.F.C. v. Mansfield College. This

match was played on our ground, on
Wednesdny, November 29th. We
scored s~on after the start. Then
Cooksey and Stevens collided,' and the
latter had to retire. Mr. Rudd got
another goal for us a few 'minutes
later. Stevens came back just before
half-time, but had to go off agaill. not
to reappear. After half-time \ve got
one more goal, while Mansfield had
hard lines several times in not scoring.
In the eud we won by 3 goals to O.

Mansfield had a team much weaker
than the oue which beat us by 8 goals
to 1 on November the 1st.

Scho~l team (goal) P. J. Aldridge;
(backs) G. B. Cooksey, and E. F. Berry;
(halves) M. G. Brinsmead, N. Duncan,
and G. F. 'Moore; (forwards) R. R.
Parker, W. Leach, W. ·A. Rudd, Esq.,
E. H. Harvey, and F. D. Smith.

2ND XI. MA.TCHES. '

Abingdon School 2nd. XI. '/J. ~ew
CollE'ge School. This Match was played
at Oxford, on Wednesday, November
15th. We kicked off with a strong
wind in our favoUl', but in spite of the
fact that play was mostly round our
opponents' goal, we failed to score.
while New College registered 2 goals
before half-time. Immediately after
resuming they scored a:gain. A hea~y

sleet now begnn to blow in the face of
the visitors, but they were able to
score 2 gonls, and thus just lost a very
good game. School team :-Pal'kel'
(goal); Holmden and Johnston (backs);
Shepherd, Butler, Rice H. (half-backs) ;.
Neligan, Holland, LE'uch, Rice iii., and
Habgood (forwards).

Abingdon Scho01 2nd XI. v. Bloxham
School ~nd XI. This mutch was plnyed
at Bloxhaw, on Saturday, November
25tb, Ilnd resulted in a win for DS by 3
goals to nU. The first half was played
\vithout auy scoring chiefly owing to
the slippery ground in front of our
opponents' goal, which cansed a great
deal of erratic shooting. Shortly after
the interval, Mortleman scored and a
few minutes later Neligan. Just before
time a good goal was scored by ·Mortle­
man from a fine centre by Bridgwater.

School team :-Pal'ker(goal) : Holm­
den, Johostoo (backs); Butler ii., Butler
i., Rice ii., (half-backs); Neligan, Hol­
land, Mortleman, Long, Bridgwater,
(forwards).

Abingdon School 2nd XI. '/J. Leighton
Park School 2nd XI. This match was
played on the home ground, on Decem­
bel' 2nd, aod resulted in an easy win for
the school by 6 goals to oH. The whole
School team played weIl, Holmden
especially doing good work at back,
while Holland was quite the pick of the
forwards, Neligan aod he played very
weU together. Mortleman was l'espon­
sible for 4 goals, the remaining 2 being
scol'ed by Bl'idgwnter aod Hollund.
The team was the same aa that which
played agllinst Bloxham.
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LITERARY, SOIENTIFIC, AND

DEBATING SOCIETY.

The' Society met on the 16th of
November, the Vice-President in the
-Chnir. D. M. Johnston intl'oduced the
motion-~'Thllt model'll leaders have
'ceased .to lead." He al'gued tbat the
p06rer c1asses were pampel'ed by parlill­
m'entary candidates; that the privilege
-of a vote ought not to be granted to
ihcise whose education was deficient;
aM tsat the chief aim ofstatesmen .
should be the promotion of physical
-cultul'El among the people.

R. J. Weaving, the opposer, showed
that Johnston's speech wandered from
the point and had notbing to do with
the motion. A.s good types of model'u
le;aderswho did not beUe theil' title, he
inshtu'ced the King, Mr. Gladstone, aud
General Booth.

H. L. NeBgalt seconded tbe motion.
"The following also spoke :-for the
mo.tion, .E. H. Harvey, and H. H.
-Gibson, Esq., against, R. V. Weaving.

•The motion was carried by 9 to 4.

The fifth' .meeting of the Soci'ety this
t~,l'.I:n tooK plllce on the 23rd ofNovembel',
the Vice-President in the chair.

'The motion before tbe house was
·H Tbat theatres sbould be mnnicipally
-eBdowed,'''proposed byE. B. Chappelo-w•.
He saidit was difficnlt for a lovel' of
'good pluys to pl'ocure material for bis
appetite, ~h~ pJays of the present day
beingof a :di&tinctly infel'iol' type. He
w,~nt:oll' to sho~ tbat if theatl'es were

. 'll!unicipaHsed the plays woulq.)rnprove,
wJl,UC; interestin ,the old .dl'amatists
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\'Vo111dbe re\'ived, Q.nd the whoIe move,:"
ment would givean important stimulus
to the education and cnlture of the
nation.

.G. F. Moore opposed tbe motion.
He pointed .out that the. taxation
llecessal;Y. to endow the theatre wonld
fall On 'persons who tookno interestin
t4e drama. He also al'gn,ed that there
waS. DO reason to supPQse. that the
quality of modern plays w.ould improve
if theatres were endowed.-

N. Duncan' seconded themotion. He
al'gned that if tbe theatre were nation- .
aUy 01' ll1unicipally endowed, less money
wonld be spent on l'\cenery, and more
attention could be therefore paid to_
aGtual drama. This would bea return .
to the methods of Shakespenre's time,
and would bethe making of the English
stage.

The following also spoke ;--for , the
m.otion, H. H. Gibson, Esq., B.' M.
Challenor; against, tbe Rev. T. Layng,
E. A. Martell, Esq., D. M. Johnston, ,a~d .
H. L. ~eligan•
The motion wa~ lost by 7 to 20. . .

,The Society met on Novembel' 30th,.
the Vice-President in the chair.

C. J. Butler was called upon to pro­
pose that in the opinion of this house,
.~ The recent ]'~.arrangement oftroops
in India is impolitic." He began by
explailling that ulthough it seemed pre­
sumptllous on his part to. question
measures 'taken by a gl'eat general,
nevel,theless he was resolved ·to sta~ld

by his views. He said that" when. .~.

Russi~ was powerful the (lrganization
would 4avebeen more sensible. He

l
!
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wenton to say thll.t theremoval of
troops from the plains encouraged a
second rising.

M. A. Butler opposed the motion.
He conttadieted the proposer's state­
ment that the Indians would rise again.
He maintained that the removal to the
hills was eonducive to the good health
of the troops, aud that the SepoyR,
together with the good sense of the
natives, would prevent any riots 01'

risings in the plains.
R. V. Weavingseconded the pl'oposer;

Weaving dwelt at It'ngth on the defeat
of Russia and eonsequently the removal
of n.11 fear for Indio.. He also said that
a great deal of money and trouble
accompanied the removal of troops.
The following also spoke; for the
motion:-H. H. Gibson, Esq., H. L.
Neligan; against, T. S. Wilding, Esq.,
:M. G. Weaving.

'The motion was lost by 19 votes to 5.

The Soeiety met in the Pernbroke
Room, on the 7th of Deeember, and
tbe Viee-Pl'esident took the ehail'. As
W. H. Riehardson, Esq., Wo.s not able
to read his paper, a debate was arranged
and R. R. Parker was ealled upon to
propose, that in the opinion of this
house, "Maehinery does not diminish
labour." Pal,ker argued that the years
since machinery has been invented ba.va
seen a great increase in populationand
that to this fact we owe much of the
misery of the unemployed.. "That, as
with maehineryzD.Ol·e goods ean be
made, . and more ebell.ply, a greatel'
demand ia the result, and henee more
lll.bour." D.:M. Johnston' opposed

Parker. Johnston maintained that,
were it not for maehinery more men
would be t'mployetl in any work. As
examples for the proof of this stl1.tement
he eited the unloading alld loading of
eargo which is now done with cranes, and

. tbe work in arsenals and faetories.

R. V. Weaving seconded the pl'oposer;
he n,rgued on the same lines as Parker.
Taking the case of bicycles as an
instnnce be showed how owing to
maehinery millions of these were turned
out compll.ratively quite cheaply, aod
owing to the demand for them the
labour required was enOl'mous.

The following also spoke. For the
motion :-E. F. Berry, :M. G. Brinsmead,
H. H. Gibson, Esq., aod H. L. Neligan.
Against :-R. J. Weaving nnd N. Dun­
enn. The motion was earried by 16
votes to 8.

OXFORD LETTER.

Deeember, 1905.
Deal' Sir,

rt was with great plensure that we
begnn this Dnnulll functiQn, but wa
have finished it with greatel' displeasure.
We were pleased that we had been
asked to undertakp. it, we are displeased
because we feel that· though we bad
wished and inteuded to tell you so
much, we have told you so little.

The number of A.bingdonians, at pre.,;
seilt at the 'Varsity, is unusually large.
Three new members have been sent by
the SchooI this year, H. W. Weaving, .
holding tbe School Seholarship at
Pembroke, aud T. S. Wilding, and W•.
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O. Betts, who have gone to Lincoln and
St. Edmnnd's Hall respectively.O. J.
Couldrey went down n,t the end of last
term, and came up in November to take
bis degl'ee.

In tbe Sobools, O. J. Couldrey,
obtained a third in "Greats" and
H. Hughes 11. third. in "Mods." We
bear that C. P. B. Montgooiery has
beeu tackling groupe with snccess.

In remarking npon 'Varsity news in
general, it seems natural to give "the
river" the first place, not only because
it is the predominant interest in 'Va.rsity
Athletics, but also because the School
is in many ways coJinected with Pem­
brol.e, wbose prowess on the l'iver has
ever outbalanced its size, and whose
every effort is devoted to the mainten­
ance of Hs traditional fam~. In the
,Trial Eigbts, which were l'owed over
the M:oulsford course, Pembroke was
represented by two members in the
'winning crew. One ofthem has been
tried since for the 'Varsity boat. Tbe

.Coxwaiuless Fours were won by Mag-
·dalen.

In the "Footer" neId, both the
Rugger and Soccer team have sIiown
some bl'illiant play, though tbey hnve

.been 11 little inc<msistellt. Tbe Iuter­
Colh~giateAssociationCup was wOu by
Oriel.

, The 'Varsity cal'J:ied back tbe victory
f('omthe. SPOl'tS between it und· tbe
Loudon Atbletic Club.. In them tlie
winner of tbe broad jump wal! a Pem~

broli;e man.

In Pembroke Athletics, H. H1l:ghes
rowed inthe Eight, H. F. Shepherd, as
usual, played consistently in the cricket
team, nnd has also been playing Soccer,
whilc H. W. Weaving has been ste~ring

one of the Robinson Fours-into other
unfortunate craft.

Of the other Abingdonians, H.· W.
Bate-Preston rowed in the B.N.C. Fours,
and H. S.Mathias and W. O.Betts in
the Teddy Hall Fours. H. S. Mathias
has beeu playiug Soccerforhis Oollege,
and T. So Wilding has been. keeping
goal for the Lincoln Soccer team.

In conclusion we wish every success
,to tbose who are and those who have
.been at the Old School.

1 am, Sir,.
Yours truly,

9·A ,

CAMBRIDGE LETTER.

To tkeEditor of" The Abingdonian."

Deal' Sir,
I have several tbings to J'ecord of

Cambridge this term. Firstly, the nne
display ofthe Varsity XV. against the
New Zeaianders, couple,d with the dis­
astrous" rag" in the· evening; and it
is llOW rumotil'~d that new squares aud
top-hats are required by the Proctors,

.und BulldÖgs respectively. The Vursity
tria.ls hav.e l;>e~n decided, Ilud P. J ..
Lewis' crew· gained .11. hollow victory·
contrary to expectations. The Colquo­
houn Seuns were won by R. V. fowell,
after. a:.' hard race ~it!I J?. R. Stewart,
the latter,> being ul1~avoured by fort-
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Dec.16th.

Dec. 18th.

Dec.20th.

Dance
"

Past 'V. PreBent Match

very suddellly on November, 14th, at
Clnrence House, Abingdon. M.t", Strange­
had recently retil'ed f1'om worlc and
taken up his residence in his native
town, He was 61 years of age.

Lieutenant R. A. Sparkes, has been
gazetted to the Wiltshire Regiment.

E, W. Johilson, O.A.,a former Scholat"'
of Pembroke College, Oxford, has been
incorp0l'ated M.A., of Cambridge Univ­
ersity.

End of term fixtures :-
School Concert

We congratulate J.R.Hewer on being
Gold Medallist in the Final Examination
of the Royal College of Veterinary
Surgeons.

The following have been awarded
their Football Oolours: G. F. Moore,
E. H. Harvey, R. R. Parker, G. B.
Cooksey, W. Leaeb.

TheMayor of Abingdon, Mr. Coun­
eilIol' Bl'ewer, has made the _time­
honoured request. tbnt entry upon the
Mayoral Office muy be marked by Sr

balf-holiday at the Schoo1.

A photogl'aphic portrait of Mr. Ross­
Barkel'has bt"en hung in the PenIbroke
Room.

A Sketching Club has beeu started
nnder MI'. Wright's auspices. Wewish
it every success•

SCROOL NOTES.

eWe offe~ our thanks toM,'. B.
Challenor, O.A., for bis gift to tbe
Library of a copy of Dr. Thomas God~
wyn's work on Ro~an History, and on

_the Mosaic Law, which was published
early in the Sevanteenth centnry, for
the usa of Abillgdon .Schoo1, when tlle
author was Head MasteI'.

une. Many notable events have bappened
on the "track," especially R. P. Crabbe's
record half at Fenrier's; F. M. Edwards
-did the three mHes in the very fine
time of 14min. 46secs., being within 4
seconds of H. W. Evson's record. To­
day, Cambridge were victorious over
Oxford -in the Cros8-Country, A. H.
Pearson creating arecord. With regard
to our own representatives, A. A. Brown
has been pIaying goal for Caius Ist XI.
and was in the winniug Scratch Foul'
-of his College. T. F. Bowman has
been playing both" Soccer" and
"Rugger" for St. Cntherines, aud wns
2nd in the weight in his College Sports.
The only scholastic success at present
ia that of H. H. Davy, who was first in
first elass of 2nd part of Olassical Special.
Hoping for a speedy reinforcement of
Abingdonians at Cambridge.

Iremain, MI'. Editor,
Yours obediently,

Cambridge,O.A.

We record with much regret the
.de~th of MI'. L. A. Strange, son of our
iorme.r Hend Master; which took place



.c s. d•

4 0 0

0 5 6
0 8 6
1 12 71

f., s. d.
10 8 51-

'-'6 6 71

Ala 8 51-

.~'

ACCOUNTS.

Balance in band

Baylis & Co., printing 300 copies
Postage ' ..
300 Enve10pes
Balance

1 1 0

1 1 0

f., s, d.

33 8

,I 18 7
1 19 71-,
1 4 61

ABINGDONIAN

·.c6 6 71

RECE~S. EXPENDITURE.

.c s. d.
1 10 0

1 3 6
05 0

3 1 lot

o b 0

·0 0 3

CHAPEL FUND, 1905.

TBE ABINGOONIAN.

Balance in hand
School Honse
Tesdale House .•
O.A.C.
Other purchasers
Sale of a back No.

Balance from 1904 ••

COLLECTIONS ;-

First Sunday Leut Term
First ~unday Summer Term
First Sunday Michaelmas Term

DONATIONS ;-

H.R.B.
T. Townsend, Esq., O.A.

Sipwl-THOMAS ,LAYNG,

N.DuNcAN,S~wrPnf«~

"
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