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EDITORIAL.
THERE ouce was au editor who con-

trived in arecent review not ouly
in prose to unbosom his woes, but even
in poetry too. A trochaic septenarius
it was, and it graced the Editorial
of a highly esteemed· Conternporary:
but the .effort was 'not sustained. It
was enough, however, to unfold before
our mental vision a prospect of a
happier future, when, ftoundering DO

Ionger in the slough of pedestrian
despond, we should go motor-careering
along the macadamized road of verse,
deriving perhaps from the exigencies of
rhyme and metre that verbal inspiration'
which the lack of ideal!! han denied to
uso But the time i8 not yet ripe.

We will proceed therefore to review
the past half-term in language ae dis­
similar as possible to that used in other
parts of this issue. The most notable
events have been the opening of the
Art Roum and the founding of the
.L. 8. D. 80ciety, an institut~on so
named from Lile wealth of talent it has
revealed.

The Art Room (so named, as ,the
Headmaster is said to have stated· in
his speech at the O.A.C. Dinner, not
only because it violates the laws of
Nature, having blinds that you puIl
down upwards and black boar~s made
of green glass and visible daylight from
the. N orthand sundry other contradic-
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tions, but also in defE'renee to the Board
oi Edueation Regulations) is a room
that we may weIl feel proud of. It is
already suecessfully incubatinga large
litter of prospeetive R.A.s, aod is feIt,
even by the boys themselves, to have
added 0. new and valuable interest to
the work of the Sehoo!.

The acta of the Literary, Seientifie
and Debating Soeiety are ful1y reeorded
in another eolumn,alld even an Editorial
must not be expeeted to review them
further.

Football is the ol;'ly other topie that
need be mentioned. Though we have
lost nine matches out of twelve up to
tbe time of goiug to press, if we may
believe our ealldid erities we still seem
to have somethin~ to leam about the
game. But we hear so many similar
,eritieisms in the Class Room that it is'
quite impossible to do justieeto them
aU, however hard and humbly we may
try. Perhaps we shaU find more time
to devote to them dul'ing thebolidays.
.At any rate we ought to have a bettel'
team next season, as wehave plenty of
promising material in process 0 of de­
velopment. We must therefore ask our
Old Boy critics to be lenient in their
judgments and tO grant us the present'
year as 0. period of probation.

"Coneerningo these things therefore
let.-it have been said," as Adstoteles
was wont to remark wheu he eould not
thin~ of anything else; and so, with
our most g,'ateful thanks to our many
and able eontributors, we leave our
readers to the enjoymellt of their
contributions.

OLD ABINGDONIAN CLUB.

The Annual Dinner of the ab0ve Club
took plaeeat the Couneil Chamber,
Abingdon, on Saturday, Deeember 3rd.
Through various causes th~ attendanee
was somewhat'smallel' than that of the
last year or two, and the numbel' was
still further reüueed by several dis­
appointments at the eleventh hour.

The President of the Club, H. S.
Ohallenor, Esq" oeeupied the chair, and
was supported by three Ex-Presidents,
Herbert Young, B. Challenor, and G. H.
Morlalld, Esqs., the Hf'ad Master, the
Mayor of Abingdou (E. L. Shepherd,
Esq.,) and two other Governors @f tbe
Sehool, namely·· J. T. Morlaud, Esq.,
aod E. J. Harl'is, Esq. Amongo others
preseut wel'e Messrs. W. H. 'Richardson,
H. G. W. d'Almaine, G. W. Shepherd,
A. M. Shepherd, and s('veral guests,
including A. E. Jolliffe, Esq., L. W..
Stoue, Esq., and C. R. Scott, Esq.

The speech-making was redueedto
the lowest limit. (This remark applies
ouly to the quantity, certainly not to
the quality, of the after-dinner omtory.)
After the loyal toast. the chairman gave
the toast of the School aud its Govern-

" ing Body, calling upon the Head Master
und Mr. J. T. Morland to respond. The
latter then pl'oposed the health of the
President,. whieh was reeeived with
musical hOllours. Aftel' a very brief
acknowledgment Ly the Ch,airman, Rn
adjournlllent was made upstairs to the
"Abbey" room. Here Bridge oeeupied
the attention of several of the eompany
until about 11.30 p.m.
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FOOTBALL.

A. S"F. C. 'V. MANSFIELD OOLLEGE,
-oXFORD'.---,-Played at Oxford on Wednes­
day, November 2nd. We were quite
strongly represented for this match.
The horne team opened the scoring and
Weaving SOon equalized, and for some
time the score remained thus. But
towardsthe end of the first half three
goals were registered in quick succession,
one of which was in our favour, and was
scored through Duncan. During this
time we were only mustering nine men
owing to a most unfortunate collision
between Brown and WiIding. Both
were obliged to leave the field, but the
fOl'mel' returned for the second ha:!f and
played in goal. The second half saw 110

scoring aud Mansfield wona good game
by three goals to two. Our eleven
cousisted of thefollowing :-R. F. Baker
(goal); H. H. Gibson, Esq., and P. J.
Aluridge (backs); T. S. Wilding, A. M.
C; NichoU, Esq., and M. G. Brinsmead
(haI.es) ;A. A'. Brown. H. G. Habgood,
N. Dunean, .R. V.Weaving, and A. S.

'B. Payne (forwards):
A.S.F.C. 'V. LEIGHTON PARK SCHOOL.

,-This match was played on our'ground
on Wednesday, November 9th, and
prdduced avery evenly-divided contesb.
It pleased:us especially as it was a victory
'for us, and' victories for U8 this seaso~ ;
·~eem tobe very "few a~d far between!'
.:Duncan wlis· the first· to sCdre,! but
Leightou SOOI1 equalized and' the score
was 1"--1 at haif~time. During the first
'nalfwe had beeri.! playing agldnsta very
powerlul wind,: th~bElnefit,of whieh" w~
·feIt i~ ,·tih~ seb~iiuIHilf.'.\ B~fore time: wiis

signalled we had scored three times
more through Duncan (2) and Weaving;
and Leighton scored two more goais.
Result: A.S.,F.C. 4; L.P,S. 3. Abingdon
School was represented by :-R. F.
Baker (goalj; E. F. Berry and P. J.
Aldridge (backs) ; A. G. C. Rice, M. G.
Brinsme!1d, and W. O. Betts (halves);
F. D. Smith, H. G. Habgood (capt.), N.
Duncan, R. V. Weaving, and A. S. B.
Payne (forwards),
'A.-S. F. C. 'V. MAGDAI.EN COLLEGE
.sCHOOL~-This match waS played here
on Nov. 12th. Wilding had sufficieutly
recovered frem his injuries to turn out,
but Brown was still an absentee. The
most noticeable point in the game was
tohe wcalmel:ls of our forward line which
wasdecidedly below par. At half-time
M.C.S. were leading by two goals to nil,
and iu the second' hhlf. although our
play improved, they scored another, thus
winning by 3-0. A.S.F.C. :-R. F.
Baker (goal); E. F. Berry and P. J.
Aldridge (backs) ;A. G. C. Rite, M.G.
Brill'smead, and T.S. Wilding (eaptain)
(halves) ; F. D; Smith, H. G. Habgood,
N. Dunoan,R. V. Weaving,and A; S.B.
Payne (forwards).

A. S. F. C. 'V. PEMBROKE COLLEGE,
OXFORD.':'- We were disappointed on
Nov~mber 23rd to find not a single Old
Abingdonian among the Pembroke team,
for it is thefirst time for av''ery long
'whlIethat their team,has not contained
at lea:s(one Old Boy. They had, in ~pite

of this,th,~best of the game aU through
ßudo,periedthe 'scoring soonafter the
cornrfleneemelit. !' 'Qunca,n equiÜzed 'for
us w'ith' a' good: '$hot. " IIowever: the

--------------------------------------------'-----'--------'
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visitor:l continued to press and at half­
time were leading- by three gOllls to oue.
The second llalf saw each side born bard­
ing- its opponeuts' goul, but no point
was registered. Result: Pell! broke 3;
School 1. The School was represented
by:-R. }j'. Baker (goal); H. H. Gibson,
Esq., and P. J. Aldridge (backs) ; A. G.
C. Rice, A. M. O. Nieholl, Esq., aud M.
G. Brinsmead (halres); A. A. Brown,
H. G. Habgood, N. Duncan, R. V.
Weaving, und A. S. B.Payne (forwards).

A. S. F. C. v. MANSFIELD COLLEGE,
OXFoRD.-This match, which WllS pluyed
011 our ground on November 30th, proved
to be our wor~t defeat. Bat we can
console ourselves by the fnct that it was

-. partly owing to an llcc-ident that cllused
-MI'" Nicholl to leave thc field, whilst
MI'. Gibson was also hurt. At half-time
the score was, Mansfield College 3;
Abingdon Schoall; Mr. Nieholl ha.ving

·seol'ed a gaod goal for us aftel' a fine run
up the field. We could not keep our
opponentsout in the second ha~f, who,

·scoring fh"e more goa.ls, won easily by
8-1. OU1' XI on this occasion was tue
8Ump. ibat played against Pembroke
College a week before.

A.S.F.C. v. LEIGHTON PARK SCHOOL.
·-Our forwards changed tbeir positions
1:91' thifl .match and with no bad result,
Parker playing outside left and Payne

'inside left, while Weaving was_ on the
l'ight wing. ~mith and Brown were
unable 1.0 play. The only goal in the
'first half was scored by -the Leighton
'team about aquarter of an hour after
:the stal,"t, and e~rly in the se.cond p~t:t
,ol thegame thay increased tl1eir lead

by netting the ball again. After some
good combiuation by DUDcnn and Parker
the latter notched a point for us, but we
could not equalize, and the result was
2-1 against. uso The match was played
on the Leighton ground on December
3rd. Our team was arranged thus:­
R. F. Baker (goal) ; E. F. Berry and P.
J. Aldridge (backs); A. G. C. Rice, T.
S. Wil~ing (capt.), and M. G. Bdnsmead
(hah-es); R.V.Weaving, H. G. Habgood,
N. Duncan, A. S. B. Payne, and R. R.
Parker (forwards). I

A.S.F.C. v. EXETER COLLEGE, OXFORD.
-Our t.eam went to Exeter 0011ege on
MODday, December 5th (lt half-hoJiday
-through the kindness of the MllyOl' of
Abingdon) and bad a thorough1.r enjoy­
able outing. With tbe ~xception of five
minutes near the end, when a hailstorm
came on, the game was greatly enjoyed
and very fast. We lost the toss and the
iDterval came with no score registeJ'ed.
In the latter half of the game Exeter
scored first and, althoug-ll a strong appeal
for 'off-siele' was made, the g-oal was
allowed. PUJDe, however, equalized :tnd
mnde tbe game a draw, ubont teu
minutes fl'om time. The following
representedthe School :-R. F. Baker
(goal); H. H. Gibson, Esq., and P. J.
Aldridge (bucks); A. G. C. Rice, T.S.
Wilding (capt.), and M. G. Brinsmea.d
(halves); R.V.Wea~illg,H.G.Habgood,
N. Duncan, R..R. Parker,and A.·S. B.
Payne (forwards).

A.S.F.C. 2nd Xl, 1'. M.O.S. 2nd XI.­
Played at Oxford on Satul'dwy, Novem­
berJ2th,andresultedill a dmw'offour
goals euch. We werewithoutRice and
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Moore, tbeir places being taken by
Nicholls and Sbepherd respect~vely. V\Te
won the toss and went off at a rush.
Magdll.len scored first, but Cooksey
equalized for us before half-time from a
free kick. In the second half we were,
on one occasion, two goals abead, but
Magdalen scored agaln and by a penalty
kick equalized. Our goals in tbe second
half were scored by Mortleman, Leuch
and Parker. Our 2nd XI for tbis
match was :-H. R. Burge (goal); G. H.
G. Sbl'pherd and G. B. Cooksey (backs) ;
E. A. H. Nicbolls, W. O. Betts (capt.),
anQ. D.F. Mortleman (hohes); H. L.
Neligan, E. H.Harvey, W.R.Mortleman,
W. Leach, and R. R. :fJarker (forwards).

A.S.F.C. 2nd XI. 'IJ. M.C.S. 2nd XI.­
The return match was played here Oll

the following Saturda~·. We bad a full
team, and managed to gain a substnntial
victory byseven goals to two. The half­
time score was 5-0, onr goals having
beeu scored by W. R. Mortleman (2),
G._ B.Cooksey, W. Leach, und R. R.
Parker. Iu the secoud half we fell off
mostdreadfully and allowed Magdalen
to score twice through Fox andVenables.
Moore and Mortleman, who both played
exceedingly weIl, scored another goal
each und we won,as above stated, by
7..,...2. Our team was: H. R. Burge
(goal); G. F. Moore and G. B. Cooksey
(backs); A. G. C. Riee, W.O. Betts
(capt.), andD. F. Mortleman (hohes):;
H. L. Neligan, E. H. Harvey;W. R.
MortJeman, W. Leach, andR. R. Parker
(forwards).

A.S.F.C. 2nd XI. 'Q. NEW ·COLLEGE
SCHOOL.:-:-We played._ onrnrst match

m._.m ~__

with this school on November 30th at
Oxford. Our second eleven was poody
represented and they lacked tbe dash
that their opponents posses~ed. How:­
e\'er, \Ve decidedly had the best of the
game although we had to own defeat.
The N ew College goal-keeper (unfor­
tunately for us) made severnl very fine
sa\'es und stopped shot upon shot from
our forwards, of whom Leach was the_
pick. In tbe sl'collll half, at the com­
mencement of whicl1 the score was 1-0
against us, we had very bad luck, for­
many of our shots either went just over
the bar 01' resuIted in fine saves. The
home team sCOl'ed again, aftera good
run down, and. we had to submit to
aefent by two goals to nil. Our team
was :-H. R. Burge (goal); G. F. Moore
and G. B. Cooksey (backs); E. A, H. _
Nicholls, W. O. Betts (capt.), und D. F. ,
Mortleman (hohes); H.L.Neligan, W.
Leach, W. R. Mortleman, P. E. Long,
and R. R. Parker (forwards).

A.S.F.C."A " TEA.Mv. DORCHESTER
COLLEGE.-An elevenof ours without ­
any football co1.our5 met Dorchester
College on our own ground on Weones­
day, Decemher 7th. '1'he previous day"s ­
rain made b,oth thecground slippery and
the baU heavy.T\Vo foulHwere given
agninst the School early in the game,
but on neither occaSiOllWR!l our defence
penetrated, as our backs were very:i
sound; At half·time Dorchester -were
leading by 11 goal, and they sCOl'ed twö ;
more in the second half, thuswinning
by three goals :to nil. OUt' XI was:- ;
R. F. Baker(goal) ;-E.JF. Berry .and .B~

J. Aldridge(backs) ;. A. ~.-'C. Rice~W:. :

.
-------------~
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O. Betts, and D. F. Mortleman (ha1ves) ;
R.. V. Weaving,W. R. Mortlemall, N.
Duncan (capt.), F. D. Smith, aod R. R,
Parker (forwards).

A.S.F.C. Junior Eleveus v. CHRIST
OHURCH SCHOOL.-The first match was
played at Oxford on October 29th when
we sent an eleven under 14years of age.
They were far too strong for the Chor­
isters and wou by 12 goals to one, our
goals being scored by Rice iii. (6),
Burge ii. (8), Stevens, Bridgwater, and
Edgington.

For the return match, played here on
December 3rd, we put a much weaker
team in the field, and a very even game
resulted, but unfortunately time on1y
allowedplay to continue for twenty
minutes each way. Each goal-keeper
received shots in turn, but no goals were
scored.

CHARACTERS OF THE XI.

A. A. Brown (Captain) (left half)
has been an energetic captain. He
should try to feed his forwards more and
be less clumsy with his feet.

R. F. Baker (goal) has turned out a
useful goal-keepel', but must learn to
use his htmds much 'more a.nd to call
when coming out to the ball, also to
punt to the wings when his goal- is
pressed und not down the middJe of the
:6eld.

P. J.Aldl'idge (left back) has improved
this season, but, should. think mther
more oi the ball and less of the man.
He must also combine more with the
other back and with his half. His
kickillg is sti'öng, out he must learn to

volley and to direct the ballbettel'. He
is very slow.

E. F. Berry (right back). A good
tackler, but rather a weak kick: he has
however played some good games. He
also shonld learn to combine with the­
other back.

T. S. Wilding (right half) throngh
ill-Iuck has been out very liLtle this'
season. When he has plllyed he has
been very uselnl indeed, getting the ball
weIl and feeding his forwards. His
tackling and kicking are strong.

M. G. Brinsmead (centre half). His
tackling, passing and kicking are good
and he works hard, but he is inclined to
dribble too much. A.ll throug-h the
season he has shown great consistency
and has been of great service to the
team.

F. D. Smith (right wing) has not come
up to expectations. A.s centre-forward
he lacked dash and combination but his
play on the l'ight wing has been con-·
siderably bettel'. He must learn to
130mbine with his inside and to keep in
his place, Rnd not follow the' ball wher­
ever it goes.

H. G. Habgood (inside l'ight). He
has not been up to form this season; he
iso hopelessly slow onthe ball and never
goes straight at an opponent. Be has
the makings of a good player if he bad
ttlOre dash.

.N.Duncan (centre). At the begiuning
'of the' season he playedrightwing with
fa.ir success.· He has plentyof dash, but
lacks combinatio'n and will notshoot
enough•.. :Hewould .havebeen .better
with more support frotIlt}leinsides.
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R. V. Weaving (inside left) has not
improved as tbe season progressed. He
is mueh too slow on the Held amI in
front of goal before shooting. He must
keep up and not play amongst the
halves•
.' A. S. B. Payne (left wing). He has

gl'eatly improvedand makes good use of
his pace, but should try to start as soon
as he gets the bal~. He centres well
aud is neat and trieky.

A. G. C. Riee has. played right half in
a good many matches. He has eome on
1L lot, but should try to feed his forwards
more and not kick wildly. We may
expeet to hear more of him another
season.

R. R. Parker ohas also played and
o

seems to have more idea of combination
than any forward in the team. Perhaps
we should have done better had heplayed
more often.

THE LITERARY, SCIENTIFIC AND

DEBATING SOCIETY.

This Soeiety held it8 first meeting on
Thursday, November 10th. Mr. Gibson

, (viee-president) was in the ehair. The
meeting waaopened by the secretary
(T. S. Wilding), reading the rules of the .
Society. ;N"~'Duncan then proposed and
H. W. Weayi~g se~ouded the adoption.
of the rules. The Chairman then called).-.... ..::". '-\

upon IJ.W.. < W~aving t9 propose .8..

motiQn~' 'Wßa~ihg'thel'eupon move:d ':
that "Th~ ,~doption of Oonscription "
would b~. 'a4va,ntageous to, England~" .
lle .pointe4.~0~t that the preE!ept ar~l :
is inefficient a~d that tß.e volunte.ef&

, ,. .. ," ..',:. . , • '. ....',.~ ..' ( I'

-_._---_._--_._._---_._------

are next to useless. He also pointed
out that conscription would be a great
benefit to the lower class, improving
their physique nnd keeping them out
of trouble•
. A. A. Brown opposed the motion,

saying that the English army was
sufficiently strong, and if England were
to be in a tight corner, Volunteers would
come fOl"ward as they did in the last
Boe.r War. Another objection 1;0 con­
scription (he said) was the fac~ that
England was essentially t1 naval power
and that a large Army was not require~.

.He also maintailled that conscription
would injure the cOlDmerce of the coun­
try.

W. O. Betts seconderl the motion,
replying especially to the last argument
of the pl'eViOllS speaker.

T. S. Wilding then spoke against
conscription, laying stl'ess on the view
that, as England was a naval power, she
needed DO conscl'iption. Since she bad
DO frontier to guard, she had no n~­

cessity for a large standing army.

The following also spoke for the IDO·
tion: R. J.We!tving, H. H. Gibson, Esq.
N. Dunean, W. A~ Rudd, Esq. and W. R.
Mortleman. The following opposed:
E. :w. Clllrk, E. F. Berry, M. G..
Brinsmead and D. M. Johnston.

The Headmastel" proposed as an
amendment tha't boys should be coin.
p~l1ed to learn to shoot und to .go
tIirougha physical traioing.

.:rhe House then d.~.vided ~itb the t:e.
sult that the motion was rejected, by 20
vqte~, to 10.' ' " "

, ......



,----------._---- -_._--

242

- . - .'. -.---..------- n ~ .. ~ _ .n_. ,_. __ __ ._" __ " .. . .__

THE ABINGDONIA.N.

The seconu meeting was held on
Thursday, November 17th. MI'. Gibson
was in the ehau. After the s~cretary

bad read the minutes of the last meeting,
the chairman called upon A. A. Brown
to propose tbat : "In the opinion of
this house the eventualvietory of Japan!
in the present war would be disastrous
to the rest of the civilized world." The
motion was seeonued by E. F. Berr] and
opposed by H. L. Neligan.

Brown argued that if Japan won sbe
would at once make use of the consequent
great opportunity for civilizing China,
thus driving Ellropeans fl'om Asia und
{inally ßooding Europe. His next
argument was that Japanel:le feeling ia
not so friendly towards EngllLnd äs is
supposed, und tha~ Japan, immediately
ahe had recovered suffieiently from
the war, would invade Australia nnd
afterwards other English Oolonies.

H. L. Neligan in opposing the motion
argned that Japan would surely see that
Europeansbad done much good for
them and that they had everything to
lose nnd nothing to gain by driving
Europeans out (lf Asia. Re also point­
ed out that the landing of an arm)" in'
Austmlia would be an impossibility for
the Jlipanese with their smaIl transport
service aud the immense diatance.

. E. F. Berry in seconding tlle motion
arguerl, amongst other thin~s, tbat
Japan .. if victorioTls would (ievelope
a rampant militarism. He also pointe<},
out that. Russia would not civilize '
a~(j Japanwould-an argument that
wa.ss~izedupon by' T. S. Wilding 8.S,

telling ratber against the motion than'

for it. The latter also mged that Man-.
churia would ofter more 0pPol'tunities
für colonization tlll\n Austrll.lia. He
went on to say that for Eugland there.
was a choice betwaeu having a grabbing
uncivilized nation like Russia aud a'
well civilized nation like Japan on the
borders of India.

The following also spake. Pro-E.
F. Clark. Contra-Ho H. Gibson, Esq.
and J. H. Bridgwater~

The bonse tben divided and tbe mo­

tion was rejected by eighteen votes to
five.

At the third meeting of the Society, ,
held on Tbursday, November 24th, (MI'. •

o
Gibson again in the ehair), E. F. Olark
read a paper on "Radiulll and the'
ElectricTbeol'Y' of Matter."

After an introductory review dealing
with the astonishing properties of ra­
dium, tbe essayist went on to explain
that certain other elements are also.
radio-active, though in a very mueh less
degree, while radium itself on the
other hand bas not up to tbe present .
been obtailled in a completely isolated
form. Radium, l~e continued, ispl'o­
cured from pitcb-l1lende, and ofthis two .
tons are required to yield olle-tenth of'
a grain of radium. He then wenton to
give an idea of the imm~nse energy
possessed byt'adium, and suggested that .
this might solve the problelIi of pel'-'
petual motion. He explained thnt·
mdium bas three' separate ~il1ds of rays '
named after the first three letters of"
the Gre~kalphabet, alld pointed 01lt'
the relatio~ bet"ween tbe gamma raya 'of '
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radium and the Röntgen rays. Then,
after reading a supplementary papel'
on Spectrum Aualysis, he discussed the
pl'obability that rad,ium exists in the
Sun, a fact which would account for
li!J,mospheric electricity, errestrial ma,g-

. netism, auroras and other phenomena;
and so ended a most interesting paper
with a statement of the electric theory
of ma.tter in general, bltsed upon tho
definition that "Electricity is the

, basis ofa.11 phenomena but ia itself
inscmtable."

After various questions suggested by'
the paper had been asked and answered,
the Headma.ster proposl:'d and T. S.
Wilding seconded a .heal'ty vota of
thanks to the reader. The vqte was
ean'ied unanimousIJ'..

The fourth meetin~.' was held. on
.'Thursday, December lst~ Mr. Gibson
was in the chair. After the sec;retary
had read the miinites Qf the last meet­
ing, the chairman called upon' T. S.
'Wilding- to propose that: "'rnth~
opinion of this Rouse the Inc,ome' Ta~
should be abolish~d." .

:. . . "', .,
H. W. Weaving seconded ahd W. O.

Betts opposed the moti~n. " ':..,

. Wilding first of aU gave a short his,.
torj ofthe 'rncome Tux~ pointing. ~~t
that it was primarily,started ~s.a \Var

~~x~ .~t .had always (hesaid)1?een ,hate~

fulto the EDglis~'~lld~~~'~·~~lr,c~~.se
fOl~ ,this was the fact thatit waS' ü'nfa,ir-
Ir apportioned, for· the,riCh 'IQ~h .do~~
~ot ~oticetheta~whila' t1;l~' pOOl" man
" '," ,I " .' ,,'. , ,.', -, - "\' I:' " .; ','of'

does not haye to pa';: it;.but the. 'man' Qf
'l~ioiÜ~~ate, ~e~ris~othfe~is: it."~~d feels
~~:j <". ",; ;.' ~ .r: :_~ ,-"ti':; , .. ·l;'ii-~.... :: .,.~': -, '.: I'.

it heavily. 'Was it fair, he asked, that
•about half the population should bear
the whole brunt of the tax? Be t4en
gave a list of taxes which could be sub­
stituted for the Incom~ Tax:

Betts pointed out that there was no
reason for the abolition of the tax, since
the rieh people did not feel it and the

'POOl' man did not have to pay it.
H. W. Weaving was of the opinion

that the able speech of the proposer
?eeded DO seconder, while that of the
opP?ser had b,een very unconvincing.

The following aJso spoke :-Pro~
D. M. Johnston, G. H. G. Shepherd,
E. A. H. Nicholls;·.R. J. Weaving and
H. L. Neligan. Oontra-E. J~ P. Ross­
Barker, Esq."H. H. Gibson, Esq., J. M.
Mitchell,E.:F.Clark, R. V. Weaving
and R. A. R. Townsend.
Th~ H!Juse thendivid.ed and tbe mo­

tion was ca~ied bytwenty-two votes to
eight.

O;tThursday, December 8th, at the
fifth meeting of th(:l Society,' E. B. W.
Ohappelow r~ad a paper on Ancient
Jtlgypt., Re sketched the history of
tuat int.eresting Empire fwm the ear­
liest times, those of the mythological
Menesand his successors, to the con­
que~t by Cambyses and th~ ·Persians.
.~e ga,~e his heurers a live'y id~ b9th
of the antiquity and the extent·. of
;Egyptian civilizaÜo~, as evidenced, b<?th
in their buildings ~nd in their influence
uponotb~~ Dation~, .while'be ro~sl(d

'~spe~i~Fillteres~.Qy. his,. <1escription of
~he,e~sting lllonument~ and bis l'efer­
~pces 'to the Öia ''1'e'sta~e~t i·~c~rds.··.rt
,,~. -:. ~ ".-'. z" '.' '. ",:-y ,', 1-:', .. ' I :. , ." '. : :.:.~.
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, was to a Hylesos King, he pointed out,
that Joseph was Pt'ime Minister, while
Rameses II of the xixth Dynasty was
tbe Pharp,oh of the oppression, and
Mellepbtan that of tbe exodus.

After a disclissioll of sundry points
arising out of the paper, in whieh

'sevel'al of tbe members took part,
C. B. Good, O.A., gave the House the
benefit of some of his personal eiperi­
enees in Egypt.

A eOl·dial vote of thanks to the reader,
proposed by MI'. Ross-Barker and
seeonded by Mr. Layng, brought the

'meeting to a dose.

TRIOLET.
(J,Vlth apo!ogies to Austln Dooson,)

She intended a Cake,
But it turned to a Pudding.
TheY'l'e easy to make.
She illtended a Ca,ke :
But she put (by niist~ke)

Not quite wbat she sbould in.
Bhe intellded a Cake,
Bnt it turned to a Pudding.

O.J.O.

.C THE ABINGDON SCHOOL

POLITE LETTER WRITER."

Readers of this Magazine on catching
sight of the heading abo'Ve ,will no
aoubt at onee, say, tbat they never
heard of 'any such work, and they will
pe largely right, for as a matter of fact,
thElI~e is. no, voIllme bearmg this exact
title. , At the same ,ti~e -a boole does
~rist\v1lich might~ thlls faidy called,

: and as it is probably nnknown to most,
I propose t~ give Abendomans of the

, present day some idea of its eontents.
The name of the Rev. Henry Bright,
M.A., who was Head Master of the

''Scbool at thetime oftbe Bicentenflry, ia
'I think now well-known, aod one among
',the lDany useful things be did, was to
write a book on English and _'Latin
composition. Shortly, it is called" The

:Praxis," and he says that when he first
entered on the work, he designed it for
the single benefit of the scholars under
his more immediate care, but that .he

. was encouraged hy other Schoolmastel's
'to put it, in print. MI'. Bright gives it
as his opinion that "Youth generally
come to the ~ovel'nors of Colleg'es _in
our Universities u.nprepared in School
,Composition," a fault which he freely
"assigns to tha smaller Schools, and
"therefore he -says tbat his "Praxis"
was r. undertaken eXpt'essly for the
special use of the Lesser Schools
'amongst, ns, as either overlook, 01' do­
.not enough insist upon Composition."
. MI'. Bright has mueh tosay on
epis.tolarycomposiiion, and espe~ial1y

'SUCh asmay be addressed by the Sch01al'S
to the Head Master, fot, it seems tQ. be
bis view tbat no request should be made
~to the Head Mäster on the part of the
School except' in writing; and th~t

. avery such communication should _be
'earefnlly composed and varied in style.
"Thereisa species _ol. Epistles," he
;write~: ':tused in, sorite Schools amongst
ti~,): 'mean Those which supplicatethe
:Master for'an Boliday,.wbich Indulg.ence

;is lieYer oottiin'd, unless an Epistle b~
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previously presented to the Master.
This is an Exercise of such Use that it
ought at no time to be given up. When
it is the constant invariable Condition of
a Play-day. the Scholars after a while
become expert in it and at length think
it an easy condition forobtainlng a
Play-day; Only let this Exercise be
properly varied, by reguiring it to be
differently conceiv'd and compos'd: not
always in English 01' Latin, nor in Prose
01' Verse, but interchanging English for
Latin, and Prose 1'01' Verse." And then
he comes to the point: "I will here
present the Scholar with an English
Example." Then follows Mr. Bdght's
idea of
"An Englisk Epistle to tlle Master for an Holida)'."

"Hon. Sir,
Persuaded in how favourable a Light you consider

all Endeamurs to deserve your Approbation. and
presuming our Application to Books, and orderly
Behaviour for aSeries of Time 'past have merited
}'our Encouragement, I take the Liberty to request
you wou1d be pleased to grant a Play-day To-morrow
without Exercise, and in so doing you will iwmedi­
ately communicate Happiness to Numbers, who
now ~tand on Tip-toes impatient for the Word of
Enlargement. But amongst alI these happy Beings
Nobody will be made more so than the Person who
now professes Himself to be with every respectful
Attention,

Hon. Sir,
Your dutifu1 Scholar,

.. * .. .. ,,'
Following up bis rule that the

supplication for a Holiday should be
"properly varied,"Mr. Bright next
fnmishes au example in verse.

. "Form iJj aVerse Epistle totke Master for ä
PlaJl.a~),.'~

";Ah me! what cnuntless DIs 'surround '"
The Wretch Who toils on c1assic ground? .
NCl' kest ''hath he, ~o sw~~ Reprieve' '

From Mom to Noon, from Noon to Eve:;
But always running, still to ruu,
His Work is doing, never done.
By Night with frightful Dreams oppress'd,
And slumb'ring but nnbroken Rest,
Early he hies him from his Nest;
Lest, if the Bell shou'd cease to toll,
He cou'd not answer at the Roll ;
And thus by Drowsiness o'er taken,
Arrive tao late to save his Bacon.
'Twixt writing Verses & Translations,
'Twixt making Themes & Declamations,
And speaking long-winded Orations,
For six long "Veek-Days we're perplex'd,
Confounded, harrass'd, puzzled, vex'd:
Nay, when the Coach & Carman keep
The Sabuath in inacth'e sleep :
'When Beasts of Burthen, One aud All,
At Ease enjoy the.friendly Stall,
vVe wretched Prisoners, born 10 Woe,
'Twixt diff'rent Days no Diff'rence know:
But when the Sabbnth-Day am"es,
We then lead still more wretched Lives:
With Gospels Greek and Latin loaded:
vVith Catechisms incommoded :
Grotius or JeweiI to explain,
And tell the ''; Imon o'eragain.

Then, Sir, for Pity's Sake redress us ;
A HOLIDAY will amply bless us."

I suppose we may conclude that the
feelings expressed in these verses were
those. which Mr. Bright at any rate
imagined his boys to cheri~h ; yet the
Foundei·'s Ol'dinances, which did not
permit of auy reguest for a holiday being
made by the scholars themselves, must
have been more 01' less relaxed by the
middie of the 18th century, and therefore
I um disposed tothink that Mr. Bright's
estimate of his boys' emotions is a trifte
exaggerated. .

Probably' these verses may also be
taken as giving usan insight into the
WQl'k and routine. of the School at that
date, alld in )his. respect .'tiJ.ey are
decidedly i~teresting. The" 10Iig-
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Winded Orations" clearly refer to the
School Speeches delivered on the old
"Visitation Days." Alas I that there
is no sign of their l'evival.

After this, MI'. Bright turns consis­
tently to Latin Composition, and affords
us first of all a

"Form 0/ a Latin Epistle to the lJfaster jor a

Pla}'·da)',"
Viro Re"erendo ...• A.M.

Vir Reverende !
Curn eil sis Humanitate praeditus ut in Animo

sernper babeas Te fuisse Puerum, eaque Solertil1 ut
baud ignores Remissionem il. Libris esse non nunquam
perutilem tarn Corpori quam Animo, non is es qui
longo Hortatu indigeas, ut Otium concedere "elis,
aut admonelldus es Otium ex Negotio concessum
Nobis inde profuturum, modo sit ex Merito con­
cessum. Si quid est ergo Meriti Nobis, quod
agnosco quam sit exiguum, si qua Diligentiae Laus
ad Nos, si quis Honos nostri Profectfts in Literis ad
Te redJndavit, oro permittas ut hoc Die pomeridiano,
sive Die crastino Ferias agamus.

Ita Condiscipuli comprecantur omnes mei,
Vir Re\'erende,

cum tuo humillimo Cliente."

Finally, Mr. Bright concludes this
part of his subject with the following
reinarks:-

"What I have said ofthe different
Mannel' of writing Epistles in general
upon this Subject. may be l'epeated
here concerning Verse Epistles to the
Master, that they be not always cast
in the same Mold: I mean, that they
be not always express'd in the form
of Hexameters and Pentameters, 01'

long Verse only, but at one time in
Elegiacs, at another in Heroi~s,~t a
thitd in tyrics~"

So, lastly, he appropriately furnishes
an example of the latter iD. the form of
a petition inSapphic Verse:-

" Ode ad Virum Reverendu1n . pro
Remissione a ZihTis."

" Otium ß'exis Genibus Mariam
Cantaber, prensus medio Liquore,
Orat, infelix Britonum futums

Exul in Oris.
Otium duri impatiens Lubori&
Maurus, a dulci Patril1 remotus,
Indico subjectus Hero, precatur

GuUure presso•.

Otium Miles veteran~ optat,
Otium debens Opus in Fodinis,
Quique Sermones utdusque Linguae

Te Duce reddunt.
Ferias ergo, bone Dux, agamus,
(Feriis aspirat apricus }Ether)
Sie tuum late recinet jocosa

Nomen Imago."

These Models are no doubt to some
extent susceptible of present-day crit­
icism, but one ought rather to be
grateful, I think, to a Head Master who­
took the trouble to compile a useful
School Book. I feel 'sure they' will be
interesting to ~bendonians,and perhaps

,serve to l'evive a bygoneyetbyno
means unserviceable practice.

WIl. H. RICHARDSON, (O.A.)

CORYDALLUS.
"What aböut tbe unba.ppy child

wi'iting out tupto .fOl' yon in the
'schoolroom 1>" said my Conscience.

I was walking in tbe country, in the
::first 'flush of June. Around me the
meadows and' hedges wore already thitt
peculial'mistiness characteristic of the
midsummer, aU blurred alld swimming .
with the exuberance of blossonl und taU
feathery grasses. The particular after­
noon, it is true, was sultry and dult
The sky hung grey and motionless aud
seemingly very c1ose, heavy with indis'"

L ----------'---------------------------------



• TRE' ABINGDONIAN.,

~'''-'-"l

241 I
==================:============== "
tinguishable clond. But this, as often
happel1s in .snmnie~'8 fits of sndness,
only seemed t~throw ioto bl'ighter

'contrast the 'Universal blaze of Eal'th,
the wealth and waste of gorgeons
coloul' and, swarming life she had accu-

'mulated throngh the long spring days.
I confess myself an admirel' of solital'y
Nature, especial1y in such moods as
this. I passed in a kind of ecstasy
through that Paradise of fl'agrance and
sing~ng, under the May-lo'aded hedges,

,and through fields yellow with a rime of
,wildflowers. "In very truth" said I
,to myself "a day to be lived fOl' I "

"The more shame to have shnt Jon~s
ii in the schOOlrOOlD to write out his
tupto six times" says my Conscience
'again.

But I was not going to hav~ my
'afternoon spoiled because of Jones i,i
.(the reader musthave. gathered by this
,that I am ,by profession a schoolmaster)
for an these odiou~ represEmtations.

Rad I notcome out into that blessed
'solitude to forget hirn altogether, and
'his fellows, and their cl'ying howlers,
und all the inky cares of School?
"How sweetly" I said to myself with a
preoccupied air" comes theml1rinu~'of
the stock-dove from the fir trae :ronder,
over, the brook 'I, And whatamerry
hoise the sky-larks' are making aveI'':;
Mad I 'There must behundreds oI tbern
Singing at onc8-'-a goodly chorale."
. Y(iil'se~, r' used to s~ffer'agood

a~iJ from:' a' ti-dublesom~Conscience,

'ind \beli~ve iha 'short' 'way .withher
sir~n '~: BoHMtiations: : Oh ,·this· ;cceasiöli
shJ llttd' "fMt :ibe:: 'slighielit; "~~ctis~ ~<i~

obtruding herself, sinee-to this day I
l"erily believe it-tbe youth in question
was really getting off rather lightly
tban othel'wise for his rank beresies in
the wOl'ld of Greek accidence. Never­
theless, somehowr I could not altogether

. quiet her. It may be some little lurk­
ing spirit of Indigestion, working
unmarked, unblamed, was bel' al1y and

"abetter. At any rate she still continued
to thrust hel'self into tbe texture of my
day-dreams, barrying her mild Orestes
like a very Fury in miniature ; nor
would the thought oi her really subside
for all the fulness of tbe year.

I came, presently, to a corner of a
:Beld urrdel' a great elm. A grateful
nook it was, wbere the cow-parsley
grew knee-high, its white bloom floating
above tbegl'ound like foarn-balls on an
invisible stl'eam. The place looked
inviting and I sat down: find anon, for
I think there must have been some
'charm in the atmosphere around, I slt,nk
to a yet lazier posture. All tbought of
J ones, llud tbe class-room, and Greek
verbs, bad at last gone from me (oi this I
amsure). The spirit of Sleep, that wand­
ers by' day in tbE> quiet recesses of tbe
woods, came very near, and had almost
tuken .hold on me, when suddenly I
noticed a pbenomenon which made me
start. I thougbt that aU the larks,
who filled tbe sky ",ith their piping
swarms, were struggling with confused
~rticullition to coujugate the verb tupto.

I listened hard. Tbera cOüld be no
'dötibt about it~ Theirairy syllahlings
~erebecotnlng C1ea~er .every. ~oment.
They' were - goingthrougll the whole
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verb, with much the same irritating
:fI.uidity our young friend had shown in
the class-room at home,-and not a

word 1'ight !
Reader, why did I feel less surprise at

the mirac1e of this eerie performance
tban annoyance at its obvious deficien­
eies in detail P Nay, I began to experi­
enee n. tinge of tlIat baited sensation
that sometimes besets one in the class­
room. I rolled out from undei' the elm
bough9, looked upward at the nearest
larl., who hung melodious not DIany
fathoms overheaiI, and said somewhat
testily, shouting to him from,my bed of
parsle~' (position undignified for a
respectable pedagogue I)

," Do you' know you have got that
tense an wJ'()ng P"

The bird stopped, and siokiog down
]ighted on a stump of timber in the
g-rasses near at hand, and (eloqudr an

sileam 1l) courteously begged my pardon.
"I said, where did you nlllearn this

elegant accomplishment P"
" We only do nfter our kind."
" Deal' brother Skylark" I said

bland!y (1 borl'owed the style of,address
f,"~m S. Fmncis, who ought to ~now

about this sort of thing, 1 ihought)
"I never meant tobe in the least, . ,

Sl1l'ctlstic, only 1 have often listened to
Jour song with real delight" hel'o ,a
<lainty bo~ fwm my tinyauditor~'but
naver notieed before that it consiste4
in the retailing OI GrE'ek accidence,."
, "Then you cltll neverhave marked
~s. 'Hllve rou never "heard the story of
~~ur' first 'anc~l'!tor, and how the race of
~~l~~s:first s~miad orer the earth P It

is an old tale."
He stood jauotily on the stump with

his little delicate feet, looking V:p at me
birdwise with one jet eye at '0. time.
The manner of his speech it is quite
beyond my cunuing in words to declare.
It was not English, though I seemedto
understand it perfect1y, nor so far as I
remember was it the real ., \"owell'd
Greek," tbongb not unlike. I can heal"
still how musically the slender \"owel­
note rolled 01' broke over the interrup­
tion of the little consollants, like abrook
ove.r pebbles. 'fhe utterances of the
larks in public are always cast in
elaborate metres. I, reader, perhaps
alone of living mortals, have been
privileged to hear and understand the
speech they" use in quiet commullion
among themselves.

Of course I was aU curiosity to henr
his legendal"y lore, and this is ,vhat,
rather solemnly,he proceeded to nm·rate.

Long, long ago, fn,r in fact beyond
.the memory of lal'k, the ancestor of
this race bad been a human youth,.a
pupil in a schoo]. But his lift:' with tha
tribes of men was embitttred by a.
13o.vage pedllgogue, who, because of I.,

~ertaiJ;l slowness: in performing his task;.
kept hi,n continually shnt up in a
gloomy cell, sp that the 'bud~il)g sweet­
!le~s ,of his, l~fß witheredaway untimely
\\ud he prayed Minerva often that he
~~ligh~ be cha,nged into a bird,and
~scapeßJ,!3c]ll;tc,h~s .of his" tormentor.
And nt last, ;when it .Wllß 110W the third
~ay pe bnd written out ,th~ verb tupto

p:wenty ,t~mes, .and ~hegod:del>s f~red

~or ~i~y()ung life, she listened to :pi\!
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prayer, aud Corydallns(for that was
~is name) became a sky-lul'k, und Hed

'Qnl; of the \vindow to "a feuthered
. shape amI n. sweet life I'emoved from
.-tears." So the savage pedagogue was
.ha.nged on suspicion of having made
.~way with him:. hut for Corydallus,
still among the songs of thanksgiving
for his delivern,tlce he mingled snatches
from those mou1'l1fnl iterations of his

-former sad life, both as a heJp to any
: hapless mortal who might be in like
ease again, and because in our joy there

,comes always a sweetness from strllY
memories that speak of tribulaiion past.

The little epic was over, and I had
thanked my s11la11 informant: and with
a' flash of the silver nnderwing he was

.gone, and once more ringing out
, merrily in the firmament-before the
,strangeness of the whole thing broke
, fnlly upon me, and I rose to my
feet. The next moment I was hurry­
iug as fast as I eould in the di­
rectiou of School" calling myself a
fool a11 the way, hut real1ywith the
intention of ]ettillg out Jones ii hefOl'e
he bad time to change into a larl<, and
:get me han~ed for murder.

* * * * ~
A mere midsummcr day-dream, you

willsay, strangest blending of the
musie of J une fieldswithechoes from
the sombre, eUl'eful world beyond. You

;are right, it certainly was nothing more.
.Yet often, sinee, I have beeu able to
.deteet in· the song of the sky-larlr
,fugitiveverb-forms, fading snatches as of
a conjugation w:hose meaning has long

, ago beenlost, and wbose very form ,was

fast subsiding into the streams of
senseless joyollsness in which they were
set. Sometimes I can trace nearly a
wholetense, ·sometimes only a solitary
barbarism, but I seldom fail altogether
to note the peculiarity I look for. That
is why Ihave retailed you my dream so
,carefull,r.

Tbe next time you listen to a sky­
lark, gentle Reader, trr whether )'OU

can perceive any ground for my iIlu·sion.
O.J.C.

THE BRACELET~

(With apologies to the late Rev. R:JlJ. Herrick).

When I elose above thy hand,
. Burglar deal', this steely band,
'Tis that thou may'st understl1nd

Thon must COme along with me,
And my pretty captive be­
SincA the 'cuffs are fast on thee.

'Twas a safe thon didstbehold ;
Snapped tbe lock-thon hadst the gold.
Now 'tis otherwise : I hold

Gold and band fast boun<], .lind so
Hnve thee safe; thou wilt not go :
If thou wOllldst, thon couldst not sol

P.C. 88.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Tho~'oughly Jo descl'ibe n11 tImt is
,contained in the above woulJ fillvery
mallY numbers of The Abingdonian;
but, as this is not the wl'iter's i1\te~tion,

.he will tryto .touch shortly upon a few
interesti:pg (atl!'mst, he hopes they.may
b~ sO)f~ct8uponthesubjeet.

•__ • n • • _
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Perhaps there' is no seience 01' art
about whieh the world at large knows
so little as that of Campanology, 01' the
art of Change-ringing. And, again,
perhaps there is no sound that the
general publie dislikes more than the
sound of Chureh-bells eOlltinnously
ringing. An artiele in The Granta öf
the last day of 1903 was headed Bells
and thei,' Ringers, and the writer's first
sentenee was "I don't like beIls."
Now, whether the author of the artiele
wrote it in bed at midnight when the
bells ringing out the old year were
keeping hirn awake, I know not, but ';'e
like so many other people had some
objeetion to bells-what it was I know
not.

Myself, I think no sound more
melodious 01' sweet than,during the late
hour8 of New Year's Eve 01' during the
early honrs of the New Year, as I v;alk
aeross the snow from a danee 01' party
fowardsthe" Land of Nod." to hear the
bells ringing out the Old Year in
muffied tones 01' ringing in the New
Year ad lib. Who at such 0. time eou1d
notl'eeall Tennyson's words 1>

"Ring out tbe old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, aeross the snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true."
It would not be fair to eontinue

without giving our attention fo~ a
moment to the other side of the
question, And 00 tilne is more suitable
fdr, outside my window, as I write this,
not on1y have some eDEirgetie camt)b.nol­
ogists started' for a peal of ~ eaters,' 'but
two <w m6Fe'bar.rJli.o~go:n$ 'areiorriling

an antithesis in the next street by
trying to obtain harmonious effeets by­
the amalgamation of "Bill BaHey" and
" Hiawatha" in different keys I Yes,
sometimes (and mark that I say some­
times) beIls are monotonous, but it ia,
often the fault of a barrel-organ 01'

Germlln band!
But now let us look into the art OI

Campanology. Methods in whieh nine
beIls are changing are ealled ., caters";
those when eight are chariging" major";
those when seven are changing "trip­
Ies " ; six, ., minor" and five, ., doubles."
So that when we hear of a peal of
"Grandsire TripIes," "Stedman Caters,"
01' " Kent, Treble Bob Major," we eau
at once tell how mllny bells were ring­
ing in the penI.

BeIls have to be "rung up " before
they ean be rung in peal, and thus they
are put nnder control and can be made io
sound when required. I have often
been asked "What makes the bell stay
up when left alone 1>" The answer js
that there is a piece of wood (the "stay")
on the "block" which knoeks against
0. piece (called the "sUder") on the
frame work, and this sUdes 0. short
distance every stroke. The latter there;;.
fore stops the former and the bell is
held a.lmost Üpside down· and 'is the'n
said to be H set/'

The " Conductor " is the name givE'n
to the ringer who caUs the peal, an'd
his position is far more responsibie
thari "eaptain' öf football/' 01' "stroke
ofa bont." He has to call the" bobs;"
and "singles" and see thateach beU
is' doing it's l'ight work;lls weIl as havhl'g
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to mana~e 'bis own bell properly. No
<lbange ia rung more thau on~e in i1.

peal, so that by ri1!ging oua peal OI 8
"Qells aud by keeping the "tenor"
behind, 5040 ehanges enu be rung
{factorial 7). This then is the reason
why we see so many peals consisting of
5040 changes, because "triples " is a
fnvourite method.

As regards the methods, " Gl'andsire"
i!3 . the easiest, and no ringel' ever
proceeds to learl1 "Stedman," wbicb
involves a more difficuU process called
"slow-work," before he has thol'oughly
mastered "Grandsire." A peal always
oeglns with ,. l'ounds," viz., 1, 2, 3, 4,5,
6, 7, 8, aud when these bave been rung
lleveraltimes tbe conductor shouts"go,"
and at next " hand-stroke " the changes
begin. There are two "strokes" in
bell-ringing, which are rung alternately,
:a.nd tho bell sounds every stroke: they
are ealled the "hand-stroke"and "back-, ;.
stroke." In the former the '~Salley" (the
1'loft fluffypart ofthe rope, which p"events
th~ ringers' fingers being hurt) is in the
hand, and in the latter the end of the
Tope is held above the bead aod the
" salley" is near the ceHing of the
belfl'y. The art of Oampaoology comes
into ,force' in arranging that aU the
-<lhan~esare l'ung once without moving
any bell more than one place. For
-extJ.mple, if on ." 6 beIls the change
213546 had bean rung, it could not be
immediately followed by 214536, because
mÜnber 4 could not move two places,
out the next change could be 231456 01'

~, roünds " 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,. 6.
Is bell r~nging dangeroos P This

depends enHrely upon how the ringer
holds his rope. If the end of the rope
is twisted round the hand (0. thing
which should never be done) it is always
dangerouR, as the bell's "stay" is
alwo.ys liable to break, and the bell
turning right over would draw tbe
ringer with a great jerk to the ceHing,
and fatal results might ensue.A ringer
always has to be on the alert and readj
to let go tbe rope in ease of accident.

Abingdon is a very interesting place
for campanologists. In the first place
St. Helen's OhUl'ch contl1ins a peal of
10 which (like so many others) have
been pl'onounced "on good authority"
"some of the finest in the country."

The two lightest date from 1885, and
were cast by Mears and Steinbank, and
the last eight (Lester and Park) from
1764, but of these the " fiftb,'"
"ninth" and "tenol'" bells were 1'e­
cast in 1885 by Mears and Steinbank,
when the two lightest were added to thc
peal. The" fourth" in the penI is
interesting because it is different from
the rest in tbe casting. It has about 20
coins following tbe name of the makel',

• and these are dated some 1743 und
others 1749, with the head of George U.

On two of the beIls (on "five" aud
on tbe "tenor") is the inscriptioll,
".Peace and good neigbbourhood";
while on the " sixth" is found-
"Ye ringers 0.11 that pl'ize your health

and happiness,
Be sober, m.er1'Y, wise, and you'll the

same, 'possess."
On the ",seventh" is found-

"ln wedlock bands aU ye whojoin with
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near MI'. Editor,
,T1:J.is is the first time I haveever.'

written to an editor; so if Iam not··
· acldr-essi,ngyotl pr@peHytI ;hope you :
wou't inind: I shouIdn't bewritingo

.,

tm you nbw only I've gota real grie-v.:. .
auce, it's;1ikethis: ' .Last tel:ui I had :

·a lQtof'nasty thingssaidin' my reporlv
•and örie hiäster"saidl haddoilenothing. T

all the term. Now I don~t, ree}. abit"·
angry' with' ,hiI:llbeCRuSe,,:ynu:. ·ei:peiit.

there is-
" While here we blencl in tuneful sound
May peace and holiness abound."

And at Appleton, too, in ihis neigh-.
bourhood, is a peal of 10 bells (tenor,
14-cwt.) 011 these beUs was rung the
longest peal, a reeord of about 14000
chaug'es, rung 'about 10 years. ago in
a little over 9 hours: but this record has.
lately been broken.

Nü analysis of beIls in this neigh-.
bourhood eonld be eomplete without a
word mel1tioning' East Hagbourne (8
mHe;; froui Abingdon). The peal here'
has often beeu called the "third best'
penl in England." The" tenor" (E.
Hat) is an excellent bell and the " go ",
of the heIls has beengi'eatly improved;
in the last few years.

But now the nbise out~idemy wiridow .
has subsided; the peRl bf l' enters'"
has eviden tly broken down, the barrel:..
ol'gans have stopped (let's hope thiit'
they have broken down too) so I too had
bettel' subside and subseribe my~elf-'-

W.O.B~

hands your hearts unite:
So shall our tunefnl tongues eombine to

laudthat nuptial rite."
. On "nine" there is~

"Our voyees shall with joyful sound
. Yake hills und valleys eeho around."

(No doubt the writer of this last in­
seription intended that there should be.
an elision in the last line, the 0 being .
eli..ded before the a in around!)

On Miehaelmas Day lung ago it was·
the eustom to let the townspeople go up
among the beIls; but 011 one oeeasion
g:reat damage was done and the people,
on finding on September 29th in the
following yeal' that they were deprived
of this. right, declared that "the bells .
were dl'unk."·

The inseriptiöll on the tenor bell (8i
ewt., key G), at. St. Nicholas' Chureh;
Abingdon, is-

"1 to the Chureh the living eall,
And to the gravedo summon nll."

The little village of Drayton,that is
close to Abingdon, ia weIl known to the
ringing worM: Thä peal thera 1S very
light and " one' of the most melodious in ;
tne eountry." On . eaeh aide oi: the .
belfry are numerous peal-boards, Olle;
side of whieh . is reserved for peals '
cOllducted by the ineumbent of We
parislJ, who iso Master of tha' Oxfol'd: \
Dioeesan Guild,;' :Th~, tenol~bell (gewt.·'
I qr. 201bs•. in; theliey ofG): has tbis ..
inscri.p:tion"'""; ,,; f' •. ,; •

" I toll.thefunero.l JmeU;" ,
~I :J L·lh:ti1..the.festaIßlly; ,; ,\',.' .

The Heeting ,honr I tell, .'!":

I~ümmön an.tö~pra.y.'3 .
,HaT tlie:.(''ii·eble.'' of[:ihe ;sron:e.peal"

NOTHING. . -.



:toBE ABINGDONIAN. 253

. .
them to say things like that though he
might have shown a little more appreci.
:ation. But when I got home my people
were quite unpleasant about it, my
Tather, in fact, made himself really
painfully unpleasant, ond would not
listen to reason at ail. Now when yo~

-{lome to think of it, MI'. Editor, that's
awfully unfair, because you know there
is 1'eally quite a lot to be s~id for doing
nothing. In the first place Ws nothing
like as easy as you might think. Of
-{lourso, you.often hear masters say to
fl3110ws in sehool yon're doing nothing
.ftnd things like that; bllt that's their
rnistake, theyaren't really doing no­
thing, tbey aren't clever enough. Now
-there's Jones. Be's taken a lot of
masters in. He's generally at the'
end of the class, and when he doesn't
lmow where his place is 01' something
like that they say nasty things, andte11
-each other that Jones is doing nothing.
But that's quite amistake. He's very
keen on cricket and faneies himself as a .
bit of a bowler, and will sit wondering
by the half-houl' whether the wicket
will suit him next match, and why it is
tl~at 'fool Robinson always dröps catches
,off his bowling. Now heknows a11 the
big teams by heart, and when he has
nothing hetter to do he goes through
illSt yeor's cricket averages, so YOll see

,you ean hardly accuse hirn of doing
nothing.

Then again there's old -- but I'
mustn't mention any more names 01'

,there will he tl'Ouble. WeIl, anyhow.
'he's always getting into rows about
--doing nothing. WeIl he 'goes' down' to

the river a lot and like all those boating
people thinks rather a lot of himself,
and cnn't talkabout anything else. He
just lives for rowing, and often when
he seems to be doing nothing in school
he's really thinking quite hard, and
going over the whole of the last race,
and wondering why we didn't Whl.
And there are Iota of other cases like
that. I remember a new boy who used
to think for hours in school about the
white mice he had left at hom.e, and
whether they thought of him. In fact
you've only got to try and think of
nothing forten minutes at a time and
yon'11 find how hnrd it iso

And, after an, Nothing is a great
thing to attain to. Why I've often
heard people sar that Nothing is bettel'
for a boy than real hard wOl'k. If it's
hetter than hard work you cnn hardly
want to go further. I l'emember lL

fellow on the Stock Exchange who
ca'me and stopped with us last holidays,
and he and father were talking away
and Iheard him say, after aU Nothing
is bettel' than ready money. And it's
the same everywhere. A soldier 'will
teU you that Nothing is bettel' than
courage, and a clergyman that Nothing
can beat a good sermon. So you see
evel'yone praises up Nothing and puts
it ahove wha.t you'd think they'd vnlue
most.

Of course, Mr. Editor, you must not
think tbis a new idea. Because there's
a p~ece of Greek unseen I bad to do
once, I don't know who wrote it bnt
pel'haps yon might, where a father who
has been very unhn.ppy~·andquarrel1ed

------ -._----- _---------------- -----_._---_.. _---- --------,jo:::;~~--_.~~---------
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with a11 the- othe1' generals teIls his,
son, I have forgotten their names that
it is much best of a11 to know nothing,
as everything else only gets JOu into
trouble.

There is another Greek poet who ­
goes even further than that and says in
one of his Greek poems "Meden agan."
(I have written this in English letters
beca:use the man who prints the mag':'
azine may not be able to make Greek
ietters). N ow this means, as I expect
you know, Nothing is too mucL. That
is 'to say that Nothing is too high an
aim for most people to go for, and
he knew how hard it really was and
thought only reaDy clever .people could
really do it, and I dare Iilay he was
quite right as they were on1y Greeks h~

was writing to. But, of course, we'l;e
bettel' than Greeks, so we ought to
pel'severe and not give up till we can
rea11y say that we can do Nothing.

And I think if we only, got a' little
more encouragement quit~ a lot of us
,wonld manage it.

Perhaps one of the Governors 01' even
one of the Masters would Üke to give a
prize at the end of the SU!Dmer term to
~he bOl who had done ~othing best
dUl'ing the year. I'm sure that lots
would go in for it,'and my"people would
be awfully pleased if I got a p~'ize IH~xt
summer as I have never had 'oue jet.

'Ve]), I expect you're getting rather
tired of this letter, amI if Iwrite any
more you won;t put it in so I had bettel'
'stop, but r am 'sure yon'11 agree wiith
me that:your own f"ather might try and
~ympath!zewitli a feliow and ~nderstan~. '..~ :- .. . .

what he's trying for, even if the Maß­
ter8 at School don't. And I think if
you put in this letter and they see it in
print they'11 have a bettel' opinion of
me.

QUINTUS.
P.S.-I have just shown tbis letter to a

fellow in the Sixth so that he could
read it through and seeif it sounded
alright and was good grammal' arid
that sort of thing, and he waR­
horribly rude.. He says that it ia.
aU awful nonsense and' tImt my
Gl'eek translation is wrong, nnd I
am only showing my ignornnce. He
says every one knows even if Nothing­
is bettel' than lots öf money, sixpence
is bettel' than NotLing so where
does my argument 'come in PI
don't know an answer to tbis ques­
tion, but anyhow it doesn't follow
that beeause a fe11ow's in the Sixth
he knows everything does it P And
after a11 it seems rather a pity when
I have written sucha long letter t() \
te~r it up and' not. send it to you at
all. So I am sending it you a11 the
same even though it may be nonsense
from beginning to end.

QUINTUS.

TO THE CITY OF PALLAS.
Athens! throne of ancient grandeur,

onee the fa.irest state Oll earth I
Athens I mart of andent learning,shrine

of Art and home of Mirth !
Where astate, in size as tiny, fair and

great aB er.st wert thou P ..
Where a place of lordlierbuildfngs

filled.with art BCa.l'C~ equalled nowP'" .
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Dame aPerslall o'er" the water, tried to
conquer tbine and thee :

Three brave battles slew his millions,
sent hirn howling o'er the sea.

"T1Ul.t was· thy rebirth and f6unding
~harred und scaned by smoke and
flame,

Whilst thy foe in inmost Asia hid his
face för very shame.

:Glory great; and greater glory followed
with unfaltering pace,'

.so. the cowed presumptuous Persian
dared uot after show his face.

Every other Grecian nation saug thy
ptaises ou their knees :

Every bristliug- l'ock cried back the name
of. great Themistocles.

:Craft, deceit and uouble dealing"after
men laid at his door :

Yes, ah yes, but says the motto, .All is
fair in 'love and war.

;Stoutly fought 11e for his country, may
his 1l1emory never cease I

Look to him, not Aristeides, for the
Hlan who rescued Greeee. •

'"ruth and honour, justice, mercy, mark
gi'eat Aristeides' role, ,.

'Never thought a purer brain andnever
, . dwelt a whiter soul. .

:Statesnien l'oseand thrived and perish""
eil, lords of wisdom, stern and true,

:Sj;atesmen falseand Statesmfmfoolish
mid thymarble splendour grew.

'Fought thy warsand ~on thy. battles,
framed thine emp,ire; madethee great;

But could la:y no sure foundation in a
democratic state.

-Fickle,feather-hearted Demos!' thitie
the blame and thinE! alone, , .,: :

~hat thy' culture~builded glcIJ'Y "cb1.11d

not e'enretain its own.
'Ne'er a city yet was suited bettel' for

an empire's queen:
'But,alas I a fatall'ashness brake thitu3
,. empire that had been.
Onc~ the throbbing heart of all the

world, Hs brain, a priceless thing;
All the world Hke one true c1ock, and

thou the all-directing spring.
B~t thewheels, t.he wheels of Fate, rah

fast and faster to the last,
'Through thy yielding power a shudder

Hke the quivering aspen's past,
Brake thy back, and like a dJing serpent

1yit~g 100sely curled
'Ne'er again 'could'st thou in glory set

the seconds of the world.
People's ~oices drowning reason, evei·

fickle ever rash,
Maddened by some nery speaker through

excess's danger crash:
P1unging heedIess into aetions never

ponder what they'mean,
Whilst they stand on melting rivage,
,; river ruin runs hetween.
On they flow as one eu:rved billow;

thl1nder on 11. rocky shore : '
Burst, fall back npon nnother, and as
,. one they al'e no more.
Like a Hydra is the Demos, mystic
, many-headed beast;
Lop one off, raise 'many others. People's
. :feeling grows Hke yeast. ' 1

One man rose and mIed il wholly 'neath
, the rod of common sense, ,
Pericles, tbe warrior statesmen-hlid'st
Lthou stayed within his fenee 1.
Look to him for thine adornments : look

tohim for'~orksof art:''
'Neath his grace the grentest sculptor

"
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Pheidias did his work impart,
(Carved aroun'd the fairest buildings an

tbe WOl'ld hath aver seen
Perfeet shapes and perfeet pictures, with

co10ss01 Athens' queen). '
But he died of tbat fell pestilence ere

his work was well begun ; . ,

Evening fell and .closed the setting of
his bri,ght and glorious sun_.

Vain ill-counselled undertakings cnlled
thy children from thy halls:

Dire disasters slew thy warriOl's and fol"
Sparta breached thy walls.

Yet tby spirit, pl'oud, unflinching,prook­
.ed no yielding in defeat ;

Still thy courage checked the Spa,rtan,
brought his envoys to thy feet.

But a fatal revolution blasted now thy
t.ottC:'l'ing state, . _ ,

Then at length thy' wearied foemen
poured. in triumph ,through tbe gate.

Naught but faminEl could o'ercome
thee, na,ught saye fate, could break
thy heart. ,

Though thou ,feIlest 'neath the Spatbl>n,
thou did'st play tpe 1?raver part.

Greeee, tholl.inany,:,peopledpe~ple I why
i cou1d's:t ne~er ullited _~e;?," '.
Conld'st thon not look out tQ ocean, take

I - I: .. '·" ,.

" .~s tutor the-brQa,d s~a?; .
Lo !'there elLch sllccee~in~ billow js :au
" aU completed, wl,J.ole, . ,
AÜ conne~t~d ,ouou,ewater in lhe rug~

~l:'d"O~Ul~l:o.l,l.' " .. ",' , ,.)
Ne'er uIiited, al~ays squll;bb~ing, thpu
, b~j;JF1.i?ßt' .~p.r., hel;1.rt apd ~()m.e:' .' ,[
Slt~'st ~~yi~~? P:hiliP:~ "phalanx, 48yn
ic~;lU·~""~C:~ß!1i~.,po~.a::·,;' I d;l,·' T
Fellest 'l1eatl:~th~ l[l~~t§gn,g,'urm~elil;of

'~ fq.~PJhct~~~~~l~\~l~S~JH~.·.
~

What is 1eft now of thy greatness po
Tottering pillars flout the sky:

Tattered ruins, l'oofless temples heave
in every heart a sigh:

Visions' of thy former grandeur as a.
, vivid flash pass by.
Woe I the greatness of a people like a

shadow fades away
When that nation's sun issetting. Thine

had also seen decay,
But the voices, grand, immol'tal, of thy .

peerless sons, e'en now,
Ringing through the age's turmoils, bid

the after writers bow:
Show the world thy matchless glory in

the mellow yeal's of yore:
Gra~t"usan eternal rapture. Thou shalt

live for evermore I
z.

FISHING IN NORWAY.

I .had some doubt as to what heading­
r sho~Id' pnt .abov~ this artic1e, but I
think that lha one I have chosen is as
go~d as any pther, as it 'im'plies 'th~t we
a.ngled b.ut leaves the.reader to speCU:1
late on the exact nurnber of flsh ea~g~t''t

Our party thi.s yeul' consisted, of only
five,the re~aining i~dividuals'who
~sual1yac.eqmpanYus sa.ying that.they
co,l~ ~n DO ,acCQu.n:t co~e~it~' ,118, as
~he)· had made 9ther arra~gements:I th~
true rel!-~o~:Q.eing t~at. th~ 'North ~ea.

~ies.:9~~wec\mJtl~~lapd np~;;Norway a.'nd

~t is l ?!~~~H-}:~~~41 .' "
;; :~~f)~J ~~Hy~t~d;,Jrotp ~ing's .c~~~~
abont three days afterthe summer t~rm

~~~!~u~~~..~g.~ arJ;iv~da.t ~l;ll.lthe s~~~
afternoon. ,M:Wi~W~,g~tQu:rh;tggage ~nd

~~p;l.srQ~.J?~c~~~~~i?~ :~~, ~he ,(~t7a~~~~
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"3,~d it was here that the first annoyance
of the large number which occurred to
me on the journey took place.

This 'ANNOYANCE '-I call it so,
for no other word seems to suit-was

, -

connected entirely with me and no one
·else of course!

We went from the pier to the steamer
in. a tug, and I was endeavouring to
photograph the steamer in the midst of
:a sElething mase of tonri.sts, who nudged
and pushed tbe camera every time I got
it to point anywhere near the right di­
rection. Eventually I found a peaceful
·-corner and had arranged everything to
my satisfaction, when, as illluck would
have it, I was seen by some members of
-our party, who pranced up to me as
though they had never ~een a camera
before.

I told thern it was just an ordinary
·-ca~era, thltt it did not speak like a'
gramophone 01' grunt when you smashed
it like some of the fiuffy animals which
JOu buy in toy shops at Xmas do-but
aU this was no good, tbey would not go
caway.-" What is that ball at the end
of the ~tring for P" one of them asked.
I looked about for some time tosee if
'my friend was r.eferring to part of the
rigging of tbe ship; then I said I could
not see it llnywhere. 'Why, its hunging

'-on, to YOUl' camera!' Tbe idiot mellnt
the bulb!! Just then I suddenly re­
membered that I had not calculated'
what exposuro. to give the plate, so :l:
produced my small book on the ~ubject

'from my pocket, and this seemed, to
pl~se them vel;y much. 'Ra's reading
up.how to ta~eaphoto,' says my brother.

'Now remember it's onthe seil. and
t,here's a bright sun and the waves are
blue and the ship is green and the
saHors are yellow, so you will have to
divide the ordinary exposure by seven .,
and mult.iply the result by one fifth!"
You may think it odd, butin spite of 0.11
of this Idid get that photograph and it
turned out quite a success! The re­
mainder of the journey over there was
very nice, the sea being quite calm and
the weather fine.

We arrived at Stavanger about 11
o'clock at night; we had some doubts
while entering the parbour if the
Captain could tE:ll where he was going;
",ve saw plenty of rocks and we thought
it might help hirn if we went and told
him howclose they were, but we did
not seem to hit many of thern so we let
him alone. When we arrivedat Stavan­
ger we all went to bed, and that night
we went on by,sea to Bergen wbere we
amved at 11 o'clock the noxt day.

Here we hadour lllggage examined
by the Custom House Officers, who
looked for tobacco, etc.,in all the pet
corners of our bags, but did not find
more than the licensed quautity.

We went on by train that same after­
noon and for the foul' following days we
droveto our destination, the rnilways
in Narway being few and most of thelll'
never seeming to go in the direction y<;r!l
require. Our last day's jOlll'ney was
perhaps the worst., for we had to cover
nearly 3qmi~es of count)'y practically
aU up hill, and for the greaterpart of
the way we had to lo.ok very bardto . 1

find any road at all.We finished up wi~h ,... - -. - "

----- - - --------_..-------------------
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a nine mile row to our flshing hut, whe.re
we arl'ived at 8 o'elock in the evening.

Next day and every sueeeeding dny
we fished, but the sport was very poor
althoughthe size ()f the flsh was good.
The flshing got so bad eventually that
we asked our host to try and get us
leave to flsh farther down the lake, on
water whieh belonged to the next öwner.
This he did for us, and on the following
day with high hopes we aU set out. I
was in a boat with my brother and the
governor and we started flshing when
we arrived on th~ new ground, at onee.

We had not been doillg this long
when we saw a boat eoming across the
lake in our direction at a tremendous
speed with threemen in it. We tried
not to notiee them, but 800U it beeame
evident that they were going to notice
U8;Rlld when they came up to us we
found that they were Norwegians and
one of them was the keeper of the water
in whieh we were flshing. He appll.ren.tly
bad not heard that we had obtained
speeiallea,e to fish there.

The eonversation began much as
follows:-' Viese mei vergen naes bor­
gllnd P ! !, We smiled pleasantly and
said that we did not talk Norwegian
and resnmed oUr fishing.

, Viese mei vergen naes borgu'nd 1> '­

this time in a lou4erand more emphatic
tone. We replied thistime, sincf'tbe
man Was apparently asking usaqnestion,
und we shouted at him thenameof our
host who had got 11S leave to fish.

The man however did not'seem to un-
o 0 •

oerstal1dnnd then one of the other mim
. began....:::...''Pa'J.·lez-vou!lfran9ais P'~~'Oui'

said my brother, ' Non' said the govern­
01', ., Yes I ean,' 'No, you ean't! you
will never understand hirn"

During this altereation the learned
N orwegian tried to eontinue the eon­
versation by saying very stoutly, 'Avez
vous 10, permission' de p~eher iei jl' My
brother and governor both being v'ery
pleased that they had understood, re­
plied together-' Oui, nous avons.' 'Go
on' said the governor who had forgotten
the next word. 'No, YQU begnn,' said my
brother, 'yon hnd bettel' finish it.' 'Oui,
nous avons] epermission'-'la permission~

eorreeted my brothel'. 'Very weIl, finish
it since you know snch a lot' replied the
governor, taking up the oar;:; as though
he was goil1g to brain my brother for
his impertinenee. 'Oui, nous avons la
permission da p&cher iei/

I cheered from my end of the boat
when this great sentence was success­
fully eompleted, and wasimmediatelytold
not to be an ass' The third man in
the other hont seeing that my relations
ware not spenking in the Freneh lan­
guagevery fluently tried to spaak
English, 'Thees Ulan ha say you not
pearmission fish here.'-' But we haye
permission," we replied. ' Theees man~

he say no' answe1'ed our English
seholar.-' Our host got U& speeialleave
;Lnd you ean go and see him if you wish/
my brother l'eplied.

'. Theeees manbe say No' !', The man
Imd evidently collie to the end 0'1: his
English a;nd so we tbougbt we had bet­
tel" clearoff, but wevowed that we
,vouId .bi'iu'g ,ou~ host down n~xt· day
and'make hirn" talk in 'Al'abie 01' some..
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thillg worse to tbese offensive beiugs.
This we did and next day we bad an

ample apology in French, English and
Norwegian all o.t the sallJe time I

WeIl, the fisbing did not improve
even now and so we arranged to make
~ journey of 14 wiles further up eount1'Y
and fiah in 0. new lake for 2 days, living
in an old NOl'wegian house where we
had to do our own cooking and from
~hich the man who aceompanied us had

· to go 6 miles every day for milk I !
The fishing in this lake was bettel',

aud we had great fun in cooking our
meals.

Jones wanted to eook everything and
funeied he was the ou]y one ofthe party
wbo knew anythiug about it, but here

· he ,vas quite wrong: we all knew how to
· <look, o.t least we thougbt we did, and

we made some exeelleut disbas.
All tbe provisions we brought. with

· us from OUt' first hut were tinneJ, and
these we undid und simply emptied in

· the frying pan, whieh was the on]y
weapon of the kind which wa possessed ;

· next we put about 2 Ibs. of butter on
iop of the mess in the frying pan and

· then heated it till it was red hot, finally
~ushingwith forks eaeh to get ,vhat he
-eould to eat for himself.

I made tell. onee, but on]y onee. I put
in half It pound of tell. by mistake and
ihe stuff tImt eame out of tho.t tea-pot
l'esembled tl'eaele: you cou]d near]y
:stand It spoon up in it, but we 0.11 drank
it-audslept 11

We cooked 0\11' fish on IL fire outside
·the hut iu a somewhnt primitive method.

We just burnt a pile of sticks, t.hen
when the ashes were red hot we chueked

________~)g~._. _.. _.__ ..J~.''';'_.' ' ••

in the fisb aud completely eovered it,
let it stay tbere for about 10 minutes
(by Jones' ,vatch I ) and then dug itup.
After 0. eertain amouut of sCl'aping a
litUe piece of fish may often be found
remaining, which ean·be eaten with salt
to taste I

'This sort of life did not last Ion~ and
we evenLually returned to our formel'
fishiug- hut,and two days Iater to Christi:­
ania the capital of N orway, where we
joined the steamer fOt, HuH.

No such pleasant passage did we have
back as we had coming out. All went
~ell on the first day, but, alas ! as time
went on and the second day began to
draw to 11. elose, signs of mourning anel
lamentations o.nd of great woe were
heard. Jones and I alone of our party
attempted the evening meal, and only 3
other people were present in our dining
saloon on the steamer out of 130 I J ones
seemed ratbel' weary from the start, but
we kept ourselves alive by watching a.
fellmv travelleI' who (I shonld imagine,
for 0. lat'ge bet I) tried to eat his evening
meal. The steward offered hilD soup­
, No, he did not think he wRnted soup; ,
fish, ' no, he thought he \'I'ould not bave
nuy fish,' 'Mutton 01' beef, Sir?' said
the ever attentive steward. 'I thi(lk 1'11
go on deck, thanks very much,' replied
the pOOl' sofferer; and didn't he go 11

Jones survi.ved tm tb,e mutton was
handed him, when tUl'lling to me with
a sickly smile he said-' I think it lool<s
simply beastly I 'and immedio.tely he
sought the.upper deck. I manfnlly en,..
dured to the end and. nrrivedin HuH
\vithout loss! There ended 001' trip I

A.M.C.N.
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OUR FRIEND THE "PüLISHED
TOPPER."

Through hatter's machinations
(So they say)

And the very foolish fashion
Of to-day,'

We've got something ornamental,
Which to t.emper's detrimental,
And which, alas ! has now arrived

Tb stay.

If a breeze should try to elevate
Your ,feet,

Alld a lady of acqul1intance JOu
Should meet,

That. hat willlightly leave you
And next minute she will see JOu
Iu the distance madly pacing down

The street!

Or in summer if you're doing
Church Parade,

Where the sun is hot and seanty
Is the shade,

You'll spend your time in cursing,
While your temper you are nursing,
That such stifling things as " tiIes" were

Ever made.

If your weather-glass is rising
Rather high,

And a topper you determine
Then to buy,

Sure the rain will be a ttracted
By the bargaio you've compacted
And you'llleave the shop in torrents

With a - sigh ! , .

Or in winter when Jack Frost'is
Freezing hard,

And with tile from cold your liead you·
Think to giIard;

To do justicEdot~e feeling
'..:'

"

As you feel your ears coogealing
Is quite beyond the power of

Any bard!
T. S. W.

EAGLE RESTORATION FUND.

In the March and Ju]y numbers of
"The Abingdonian" for the present.
year will be found notices of the Eagle
Restoration Fund, and in the' March
number will be fouod also a list of the­
contributors, kindly supplied to us by
Mr. W. H. Richardson, O.A., who has,
cllrried out the onerous duties of
8ecretary to the Committee.

After defraying the cost of re-gi]ding­
the Committee of the Fund had still a

considerable surplus, and this they have
devoted-(l.) to affixing upon the ped­
estalof the Eagle a brass tablet bearing
a Latio inscription, in which the Eagle
teIls its own story frOm its birth in 1694,
under the auspices of Braslmose Col1ege,.
to its presentation by that Col1ege to
Abingdon School in 1743, and thence to­
its rejuvenesceoce in 1904: and (2.) to
providiog a new and handsome Bible,
bettersuited in aU respects to the size
and dignity of the Eagle than the o~e

which it replaces.
The inscl'iption upon thä pedestal,

composed by the Ret. Canon Hicks, a
former Scholar of Brasenose' College, is
in the following words :-

Aquila
Collegio Aenei Nasi dicata

Anno DfiiMDCXCIV
in Scholam Abendooe'osem

favente-eödeni Collegio
advolavi .A:.D. MDCCXLIII·'·

"'-",
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il

ubi cum senio jaw tabescerem
juventutem renovavi

curantibus nonllullis seniorlllO
Schollte alumnorum

A.D. MCMIV.
The BI"R.senose connection is still

further celebrated by the fact that the
first lesson fl'om the new Bible was read
on the morning of Monday, December
5th, by C. B. Good, O.A., who 1S also a
Brasenose man; and that the Bible
itself bears a dedicatory inscription by
another Brasenose man, Mr. Ross­
Barker, the inscription being as folIows:

Adgloriam Dei
hunc librum

anno salutis MCMIV
cum f!t aquilam administram

vetustate squalentem
renovarUllt

Schollte suae Abendonensi dedernnt
nonnnIli ex senioribus alumnis
ut praetel'iti memOl'es ternporis

itn. posteritatis studiosi.

OXFORD LETTER.

AIthough the nurnber of Old Abing­
donians up at Oxford last year wa.s
exceptionally large, and several have
now gone down from among us, still it
has suffered 110 decrease. J. E. Mont­
gomery and C. B. Good have departed
and A. W. Stevens has gone to Mansfield
College. The new comers are H. S. and
L. S. Mathias, wuo are at 8t. Edrnund's
Hall, and H. L. Crudgington, Non­
Collegiate.

Iu the Schools we have fared pl'etty .
weIl. C. B. Good obtaiued Third Class

Honours in Modern History and J. E.
Montgomery Fourth Class in Mathe­
matics. W. B. Preston has got through
the Law PreHm. and C. P. B. Mont­
gomer{through Pass Mods.

On the river O. J. Couldrey rowedin
tue ,. Pemmy" Eight, while H. Hughes
acted as /Spare mau to the same boat.
This term W. B. Preston was in the
willning boat of the B.N.C. Fours, and
H. So Mathias was succetisful in the
" Teddy" Hall Fours. H. F. Shepherd
last term was· scoring weIl for the
" Pemmy" Cricket Club. of which
J. E. MontgoUlery was captain. In the
Football field H. S. and L. S. Matbias
are playing for " Teddy" Hall.

On the whoJe the O.A's at Oxf~rd

are weIl to the fore in pastimes, and
though we may not be brilliallt, the
School has no cause to be ashawed of·
her sons at Oxford.

OLIM ALUMNUS.

SCHOOL NOTES.
The Art Room is now equipped and

was opened for use in the early pal't of
November. We are very pleased to be
able to state that tue cost (jf furnishing
has been defl'ayed by a grant of .f.150
from the Berkshire Education Commit­
tee, a subsidy fOl' which we have
abundant reason to be grateful.

This term has witnessed the founding
of the Abingdon School Literary, Scien­
tific and Debatiug Society. There are
to be two Sessions aunually, from
October to December. and from January
to March, and meetings are held weekly
on Thursday afternoons in the Pembroke

_----------------_----.:..._-----=-----_-.:..::::....::.--=---------------'
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Room. The Society consists of thirty
members, with the Hend-master as
President. Mr. Gibson Vice-PI'esident,
T. S. Wilding Secretary and N. Duncan
Treasnrer. An account of the meetings
already held will be found in another
column. Floreat /

EIsewhere in this issue will be fonDd
a notice of the work of those responsible
for the Eagle Restoration Fund; but we
would record here the gratitude of the
School for their mnnificence and the
labour they have so ungrudgingly g-iven.

We have to thank Mr. E. L. Shepherd,
the Mayor of Abingdon and a member
of our Governing Body, fOl' kindIy offer­
ing a prize for pl'oficiency on some
legitimate orchestral instrument.

We havealso to thankhim for a hlllf­
holi9ay, which we enjoyed on Monday,
Deceinber 5th.

On :S-ovembel' 16th the Drill of the
School was inspected by Captain Hunt,
Adjutant to the Royal Berkshire Volun­
teers, who was acting on behalf of Col.
Elliott.

Football Colours were awarded in
November to A. S. B. Payne aud M. G.
Brinsmead; and later to P. J. Aldridg-e,

•R. F. Baker, E. F. Berry, N. Dnncan,
F. D. Smith, and R. V. Weaving.

W. B. PrestoD was rowing in the
winning boat of the B.N.C. Fours, and
H. S. Mathias in that of the Mawdesley
]j'ours at St. EdOlund's Hall, while C. P.
B. Montgomery has gained a place in
the Kebl~ Torpid. R. G. Rice has been
playing Football for the first eleven of
the London Hospital.

We congratulate Mr. W right on his
E'lection as an Associate of the Royal
Drawing Society.

We are indebted to a cOI'respondent
for the information that the Rev. E. W.
Hltwkins, O.A.. Rector of Ringshall,
Snffolk, has bl\'en appointed Rural Dean
of Bosmere.

The following end-of-term dates have
been settled :-Saturday, Dec. 17th, the
SCQool Concel't; (Sunday, 18th, Conßr­
mlJttion at St, Helen's Church by the
Right Rev. the Bishop of Readiug);
Monday, 19th, the School Dance; Tues­
dILY. 20th. Past v. Present Football
Match; Wednesday. 21st, Break-np.

We acknowledge with thanks the
receipt of the Bloxhamist, th~ Ohigwel-
lian, and the Coathamian. '

CHAPEL FUND, 1904.

Balance from 1903
COLLECTIONS.-

First Sunday, Lent Term
First SunJay, Summer Term
First Sunday, Micbaelmas Term .•

W. W. Richardson, Esq., O.A., Balance
of Eagle Restoration Fund ..

t s. d.
3 13 o.
2 I 8
I 15 IIk
I 14 5

15 7

bo ° 8

Mr. Simmons for kneelers ..
Messrs. Hallard & San, Rods for

Frontal .•
Balance in band

A s. d.
o 12 0

5 0

33 8

Signed THOMAS LAYNG.
H. W. WEAVING, Senz'or Prifect. Dec. 15th, 190+

Baylis .". Co.• •• Ye Olde Printinge Workes," Abingdon.


