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EDITORIAL.oUR appeal to OU1' readers' conscience
was not in vain. Quite a lot of them

have done their duty and we thank them
most heartily for their cont1'ibutiollS.

Our illustration is from the Tesdale
portrait which hangs in tbe Masters'
Common Room. It is iutended as a
companion picture to the portrait of
Jobn Roysse, wbich we published two
years ago, aud it ougbt to prove of

-especial interest to Pembroke men.

OLD ABINGDONIAN CLUB.

The Annual Dinner of the Old Abing­
donians was held tbis year in London
for the first time since 1896. The move
was something of an experiment, but
proved successfu1, as nearly forty were
present in spite of the fog, which kept
several of those expected from attending.

The day chosen, Saturday, December
5th, also p1'oved inconvenient to a few
of the Loudon members,

It is perhaps needless to say that the
management of the Hotel Great Centl'al
provided an excelIent dinner, nud tbnt
the service left nothing to be desh·ed.
In due course the Chairman proposed
tbe heaUh of His MlLjesty the King,
and when this had been honoul'ed the
party withdrew to tbe reception l'oom,
where coffee was served. Mennwhile
tlJe large tu ble was cleal'ed and severnl
smalleI' oues 8ubstitnted; und after n.
81101·t intenal tlle toasts were resumed.
These were limited to two. The cllait--
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mau proposed " Success to the School,"
noting the many changes and improve·
ments that have taken place. No boy
of the present generation would like to
return to tbe early school-hours in
vogue when MI'. Preston first joined.
With the toast was coupled the name of
tbe Head Master, who in responding
referred to the valuable services rendered
to the School by its pi'esent body of
Governors. The other toast was that
01: " The Chairman," in proposing which
Mr.·W. R. Portal thanked hirn for the
able amI genial manner in which he liad
presided.

MI'. PreEjton made a short reply.
In the intervals of t1le speech-making

furthe~' .el1tertaillment was provided by
Miss Gladys Ward and Messrs. Walter
Montague, John Warren, Arthul' Strug­
nelI and John Bl'omley. The music
added considerably to the success of
the evening, and was due to the kind­
ness· of the President. It was neady
midnight when the company dispersed,
after singing the National Anthem.

The following were among thos~

present :-Al'thur E. Preston, Esq.,
President of the Club, in the ehair ;
Messrs. Herbert Young, W. R. Portal,
E. H. Bartlett and Bromley ühallenor,
Past;:.Pre~idents; Rev. T. Layng, Vice­
Pl'esident; B. G. W. d'Almaine, H. S.
Qhallenor, A. R. Thorn, J. T. Morland,
J. G. T. West, R. Prowde, and severnl
visitors. '.,

. FOOTBALL.
The teamhas socceeded in winning

more' matches than at first ,appear~d
, -

likely. At the beginning of the season
the combination was very ragged, but it
improved as time went on, and in the
lattel' matches the School proved a for­
midable side.

The first XI were successful in the
majority of the School matches. and~

thougb badly beaten by a strong team
brought by MI'. Nicholl, generally gave
a good account 01: themselves in club
matches. Adams was probnbly the most
consistent of the forwards and Graff tha
hest of tha halves, while Rice and
Crudgington formed ~n even pair of
backs.

The second XI up to date has been
fahly successfuI. Smith aud Moore
have shown good promise for tbe fnture.

A.S.F.C. v. B10xham 8choo1. Played
at Bloxham on 8aturday, October 24th.
Bloxbam scoredfirst, but Habgood
afterwards equalised, the play up to this
pointheiug vel'Y equally divided. After-.
wards, however, Mathias was in fDl'm

fol' Abiugdon and obtained 3 fUl'ther
goalswbich,ll.dded to 3 scored by Adams,
who also played a good game, left tbe
final score 7-3 in favour of Abingdoll.
Bloxbam's two othe1' goals resulted from
rushes by their left-wing towards the
end of the game. EdwlIrds ·bbe Bloxham
centl'e-half, who was also thpir Captain,
was quite th~il' best man. The followiJlg
represented the Scbool :~Goal, A. A.
BI'OWD; backs, H, L, Crudgingtqn, "R"
G. Rice; half-backs, C, E. C, Graff,
P. N. G~ahn~, T. 8. Wildillg~ forwards
A. W.. Miller, H. G. Habgc;>od, L.. S•
Mathias, V. Adams, F. H. E~ey.

A.S.F.C. v. Pembroke College. This
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match, played on the Schoolground on
Wednesday, November 4tb, resulted in
an easy victory for tbe School by 7 goals
to nit. Goals were scoredby Mathias
(5) and Habgood (2). School Team :­
Goal, A. A. Brown; backs, A' M. C.
Nicholl, Esq., R. G. Rice; half-backs,
C. E. C. Graff, P. N. Graham, H. L.
Crudgington; forwards, A. W. Miller,
J. H.Franklin, Esq., L. S. Mathias, V.

,Adams, F. H. Edey.
A.S.F.C. '1'. St. Catherine's, Oxford.

The School entertained St. Catherine's,
on Saturday, November 7th, and easily
won by 10 to 1. The goals for Abingdon
were obtained by J. H. Franldin, Esq.
(3), A. W. Miller (1), F. H. Edey (1)
and A. M. C. Nicholl, Esq. (1). A.S.F.C.
were represented by the same team as
against Pembroke College.

A.S. F.C. v. Queell's College. Played
at Abingdon on Wednesday, November
11th. A fairly even game resulted in a
victory for the School by 2 to 0, MilIer
(1) und Adams (1), although for part of
the match tbey lost tbe service of P. N.
Graham, who most unfOl,tunately twist­
ed his knee and has thereby been
prevented from playing für the rest of
tbe SE.'l\son. The team was thesame as
against St. ('!atherine's.

A.S.F.C. v. N. B. Cballenor's XI.
A well-fought game was played on the
Schaol ground on Saturday, November
14th. Tbe visiting team were decidedly
heavier than thE.' School and their weight
on the heavy ground helped them to
draw, the final score being 2-2. Mathias
(1) and J. H. Franklin, Esq. (1) obtain-
ed the goals for the Schoo1. School l

Team :-Goal, A. A. Brown; backs.
A. M. C. Nieholl, ESqi, R. G. Rice;
half-backs, T. S. Wilding. C. E. C. Graff,
H. S. Mathias; forwards, A. W. Miller,
J. H. Franklin, Esq., L. S. ,Mathias, V.
Adams, F. H. Edey.

A.S.F.C. v. Mansfield College. Mane­
field brought a shong team over
on Wednesday, November 18th, and
after a fast game defeated the School
by 6-2. Mathias (1) und Adams (1)
obtained the two goals registered for
the Schoo1. School Team :-Goal, A.
A. Brown; backs, A. M. C. Nicholl,
Esq., R. G. Rice; half-backs, C. E. O.
Graff. H. L. CrudgingtoD, H. S. Mathias;
forwards, A: W. MilIer, J. H. Franklin,
Esq., L. S. Mathias, V. Adams, F. H.
Edey.

A.S.F.C. v. Magdalen College School.
The return engagement with Magdalen
was played at Abingdon on Saturday,
November 21st. The game was very
evenly contested and at half-time the
score stood 1-0 for Magdalen. Adams
equalised soon after the interval and
Ha.bgood obtained a furtber goal, but
they also obtained a further one from a
corner-kick. Thanks to Mathias how­
ever the Schoo] l'egistereu a third goal
and thus WOD by 3-2. SchoolTeam :­
Goal, A. A. BI'OWD; backs~ H. L.
Crndgington, R. G. Rice; half-backs,
T. S. Wilding, C. E. C. Gl'aff, H. S.
Mathias; forwards, A.W. Miller, H. G.
Habgood, L. S. Mathias, V. Adams,
F. H. Edey.

. A.S.F.(). v.Mr. S. V. Harcourt's XI.
Played on the School ground on Wed­
nesday, November 25th. The game was
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-very evenly eontested aU tlll'ough, nnd
:at half-time neither side hadscored.
Direct1y. after resnmption however tbe
visitors scored. This roused tbe School

:who retaliated soon afterwards through
Miller. No fnr,ther scoring took place
-und a well-fougllt ga \De ended in a draw
-of 1-1. 'The School team wns the same
'US that which defeated Magdalen School.

A.S.F.O. v. MI', Nicholl's XI. Played
'on the School gl"ound on Saint'day,
November 28th. MI'. Nicboll brought
,,'1 st.rong team to plu.y the School. The
"Visitol"s had much the best of the game
:and scol'ed three times in the first half.
After change of ends they bombarded
·the School goal incessantl.y and udded
·eight more goals. Tbe School being
-Quly able to responu once had to admit
.<J.efeat by 11-1. Their team was the
:same as in the last two matches.

A.S.F.C. v. Abingdon Town. Played
-Qn tbe School gl'ound on Wedllesday,
Decembel' 2nd. Tbe School attack was
.considerably weakened through MI'.
Franklin's absence. The School though
-thus handicapped played up well, and
Dotched the first goal of the match

.:soon after tbe start. Very eveu play
-then ensued, and nt half-tim", the !leore
:stood-School 1, Abingdon Town nil.
.Soon after resumption the Town pressed
:and quickly obtained a goal through
_'Thatcher. E.ven play then ensued till
.time was called, but Payne obtained
,:anothel' goal für the visitors who were
thus left victors by 2-1. School Team:
-Goal, A. A. Browll; ba.cks, A. M. C..

.Nieholl, Esq., R.· G. Rice; half-backs,
T. S. Wilding, O. :m. o. Graff, H. L.

L--- . _ ... .. _ .. -. m

Crudgingtoll; forwards, A. W. Mille)',
H. G. HabgoocJ, F . .0. Smith, V. Adams,
F. H. Ede}'.

A.S.F.C. v. Leightol1 Park Schoel.
Pluyed on the Leighton ground on
Saturday, Decembel' 5th. The School
did most of the attacking, aud half-way

.through the first half MilI('>l' found the
net with n. neat slloL. In the second
half the School aguin took up the attack,
and scoring again through Habgood aud
Mathias obtained an easy victory by

,3-0. School Team :-Goal, A. A. Brown ;
backs, R. G. H.ice, H. L. Crndgingtoll;
half-backs, T. S. Wilding, C. E. O. Graff.
H. S. Mathias; forwards, A. W. Mille!',
H. G. Rabgood,L. S. Mathins, V.
Adams, F. H. Edey.

. A.S.F.C. v. Wallingford. Played on
the Wallingford gronnd on vVednesday,
Decembel' 9th. Soon after the kick off
the School scored through L. S. Matbias,
who obtained the point after a good run.
Wallingford however soon equalised aIld
at half-time the score .stood-School 1,
Wallingford 1. After the re-start play
was very even and it was not till half­
way throu'gh tbe second half tImt more
scoring took place, when Wallingford
notched their second point. About teu
minutes from time the School was
awarded a penalty, which proved abor­
tive, and I!O thE'Y had to admit defeat by 2
goals to 1. School Team :-Goal, A. A •
Brown; backs, A. M. C. Nichüll, Esq "
H. L. Ol'Udgington; half-backs, T. S.
Wilding, C. E. C. Graff, n. S.Mathia.s;
forwards, A. W~ MilIer, L. S. Mathias,
.J. H. Franklin, Esq., V. Adams, F. H.
Edey.
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A.8.F.C. 2nd XI. v. Magdalen College
School 2nd XI. 'Ihis match was played
,on the School ground on Saturday, Gct.
17th, and resulted in a. win for the School
by 5 goals to nil. The first half was
-evenly contested, both goals heing
-attaeked in turn, but the 8chool forwards
got together and by half-time they had
:registered 2 goals to Magdalen O. After
resuming, for a. time play was even, but
800n the home forwards got together
'l1gain and scored three more goals,
through Anus. Both sides attacked in
turn, but neither side eould score, so
when time was sounded, the score stood
'l1t 8ehool 5 goals, Magdalen O. The
following represented the 8chool:-Goal,
J. F. O. Hertslet; backs, R. Louth and
T. 8. Wilding (capt.) ; half-backs, E. J.
T. Philipps, G. F. Moore, W. O. Betts;
forwards, W. R. Mortleman, N. Duncan,
F. D. 8mith, L. J. Anns, A. 8. B. Payne.

A.8.F.C. 2nd XI. v. BJoxham Sehool
2nd XI. Played on the 8chool ground
,on SatUl'day, Oetoher 24th. Soon after
ihe start Moore opened scoring für the
8chool with a goocl shot. Directly
'l1rterwards Anus got away and succeed­
-ed iu notehing our second pöint. The
visitors then took up the attack nnd
mnnaged to obtain n gonl. Wheu half.
time arrived the score stood at School 2,
Bloxham 1. 800u after Dunean still
further inereased our lead and wheu the
whistle sounded for time the School
were left victOl'ious by ~-1. Sehool
'Team :-Gonl, J. F. C. Hertslet; backs,
R. Louth, F. D. Smith; half-backs,
E. J.T. Philipps, G. F. 1vloore, W. O.
Betts; forwards, R. T,. Hewer, W. R.

Mortleman; N. Duncnn, L. J. Anus,
A. S. B. Payne.

A.S.F.C. 2nd XI. v. Mngdalen College
School 2nd XI. Played at Oxford on.
Saturday., November 21st, alld resulted
in tt win for the home team by 2 goals
to nil. The School forwards did most
of thc attackillg, but their shooting was
wpak in the extreme, and the horne
custodian was in excellent form. At
half-time the score was oue to l1il for
our opponeuts. In the _secoudhalf the
horne team had most of the play aUfI
scored anothel' goal, and so won as stated.

The team was the same as that against
B10xham School 2nd XI., exeept tImt
Baney took the plaee of Anns nt inside
left.

A.S.F.C. Under Fourteen '17. Ohrist
Church School. This match, played
on the 8chool ground on Wednesday,
October 7th, re8ulted in a win for the
8chool by 8 goals to 2. The first half
was very evenly contested, and at half.,.
time the score was two goals each.
After the resumption, however, the
horne forwards got together and out-.
played their opponents, scoring on six
more occasions, Leach being the most
conspicuous. The visitors played very
hard and plucldly, but the horne team
were too heavy for them. The following
represented the 8chool :-Goal, H. R.
Burge; backs, G. H. G. Shepherd (capt.)
find H. Goff; half-backs, G. -0. Rice, E.
H. Harvey, and F. Parker; fOl'wards, W.
Leach,J. Habgood,. W. R. Mortleman,
K. Stevens, and P. E. Long.

.'A.S.F.C. Uuder Fourteen'l7. Christ
qhUl'eh BeLoo!. Playeu Qnthe Christ
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Church ground on Wednesday, Nov.
18th. The horne team were the first to
score, but just before half-time the
visitors equalized. On resuming, the
School forwards got more together, and
obtoined foul' more goals through Harvey
and MOl'tlemon. When time was called
the School were 'victorious by5:'!.
School Team :-Goal, F. Parker; backs,
G. H. G. Shepherd, H. Goff; half-backs,
G. C. Rice, R. Bayley, P. E. Long; for­
wards, W. Leach, H. R. Burge, W. R.
Mortlemall, R. F. Burge, E. H. Harvey.

FOOTBALL CHARACTERS.

L. S. Mathias (centre forward). A
keen and energetic player. Unused to
the centre but filled the piace fairly weIl.
Should pass more.

R. G. Rice (left back). Sure and
powerful in his kicking and has pienty
of pace. Works hard as a ruie.

H. L. Crudgington (right back). Has
improved greatly since last year. Asound
kick. Shouid try to improve his pace.

H. S. Mathias (left half-back). Played
well at the beginlling of the term, but
fell off a great deal during the latter
half; His kicking is rathel' weak.

P. N. Graham (centra haIf-hack).A
hard-working and usefuihaif. Rather
weak in passing.

C. E. C. Graff (right half-back).
Tackles and feeds his forwards weIl, hut
is rather li~ht at present. A good kick.

T., S. Wilding (righthaIf-back). A
hard-working half. Tackles and kicks
fairly.
'A. W.,Miller (outside right). Much

improved siuce he, went to thewing.

Should combine more with his inside
man. A hard-working forward and
good shot.

V. Adams (inside left). A very useful
forward. Passes well. Might improve
his shooting a little.

H. G. Hahgood (inside right). Small,
but neat and aCCUl'ate in passing. Weak
in front of goal.

A. A. 'Brown (goal). Somewhat
variable, but quite good on his day. His
kicking is weak at present.

F. H. Edey (outside left) (captain).
A neat and hard-working forward.
Passes and centl'es accurately. Has
proved an energetic and popular captain.

A JOURNEY TOTHE NORTH.

, It's time to be off! '
This, with numerous other exclama­

tions, is shouted from the bottom of the
stail's tt:> the Governor, who at the
present moment is just beginning to
pack, everyone else having done so the
night before.

All the luggage except the lal:lt bag
(it held twice as much as any porlman­
teau ever did! I) was already in the
carriage, and time was getting shorter
than ever, if we were to catch the train,
but, as wewaited, only grunts mixed
with the crushing of paper and the
occasional muJD.ed remark which he
made to a sponge,a pair of boots, or'
some other ohstaclewhich refused to
fit the placa assigned ,to it in the hag,
broke the stillness I '

, 'It's time to be off,' someone ventures
to suggest ,a.gain, this time in rather a
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softer tone, as things appeal' to b9
getting lively llpstairs!

(Crash!! tut! I trr-r-r-!!!) A. pah'
of boots followed by a hair-brush descend
the stairs some little way.

'There's I1lellty of time' (this in a
voice of thunder!) "Have auy of you
got my thick socks, the ones which wel'e
darlled last week with that yellow wool
which washed pink jl you must know the
ones I mean."

W hat a question !! Rad any of us
got his thick socks I I ask the gentle
reuder,-does he go about with his
governor's-Ibegpardon-fl1.ther's thick
socks in his pocket 01' under his arm jl

and yet here was this old gentleman
inquiring in an seriousness whether an,r
of us had tbis al'ticle of his apparel !

This question from the head of the
house spoke volumes! Evidently things
were not going right upstaiI"s ! Someone
proposerl going up to help, hut after a
hurried consultation Rmong ourselves
we tllOugllt it unsafe! No answel' was
given to the inquil'Y about the socks.
No one smiled at tbe question ! It
was only afterwards we considered the
mattel' a joke; time was too short
now!

At length the buge bag and its WOl'­
ried ownel' came down the stairs, both
rather quicker thun they had intended ;
some say the governor missed a step and
'Üthers say the bag did so, but allyhow,
in the end it saved time!

Yon must not think thllt our tronblps
were nO\v over. lt is true we had the
bag,but it was so piled up with things
that there we:"e almost asO many outside

as inside, anel as for shutting it, weU,
that was out of the qnestion! Still, we
took it to tbe carrlage, and all got in
ready to start. We were just shutting
the door when somebody noticed that
our beloved parent had not yet come out
of the house! Should we ever g et
awuy jl • Rere he is at last' says my
brother, and sure enough he was coming
this time, He had 2 overcoats on his
arm, an umbrella, 2 brown parcels t11e
eontents of which were oozing out, a
calDera (wbich I had left behind), a
dog-chain, and last but not least a pair
of boots in his hand! (he bad not yet
got out of his slippers!) You ean
imagine the feelings of the coachman
when in a very weak voice he asked if
this was the last gentleman of the party!

You may wonder why a dog'-chain was
necessary for a party starting on a
fisLing expedition. Pel'haps you roay
think that it was used fm' chaining
us to the boat, so that if we fell ovel'­
bOUl'd we should not drown; but no
marks would be given for this 'allswer
if the question came in an exam. paper.
""'ell, to tell the trutL, the dog-chain
wQsn't wanted at aU; it was merely
force of habit. Now I don't mean by
this that my fathel' wal1l:s about with lt

dog-chain round Lis neck, aud someone
leading him; but \vhat I do meau is
that he usuaUy takes a chain out when
his dog is with him. I Lope yon have
aU grasped the abovo point, as if you
do not thoroughly understand it then YOll

will not be able to foUow thc rest of
this Dltrrative. I shaH be pleased to go
into the matter more fnUy if you will
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eaU at my rooms at lt quarter to oue on
Xmas Day.

Well, we got to the station without
further ineideut, finishing the pack­
ing of the bag as we went. Arrived
at the station everything was in
order, but in the rush the gov­
el'llOI.' had fm'gotten he still IJad his
slippers on, and when a porter hauled
out a pair of boots from undei' the seat
of the carriagoe, and asked if we would
have them in our compartment 01' in the
luggage vall, he took hold of them and
nothing dannted marched up the plat­
form, smiling serendy. his great cont in
one hand, aud his boots in the other ! !

People looked shocked, but we were all
weeping with laughter !

By the time we arrived at London the
boots were 011, and we were aU more 01'

less respectable; I say , more 01' less,'
because when one goes out on a fishing
expedition and has to pass tbrough
town on the way, oue does not wear lt

top hat and a frock coat, 01' haye an
orchid in one's button hole! We found
out that we were probably less respect­
able than we supposed, for after meeting
Jotles (you remember Jones, silly old ass
Jones, but he alwlt)'s meant welll) we
dined at one of the West End Restaur­
ants, und here; as we passed through
the rank and fashion of the Metropolis,
we noticed side-long gll1.nces in our
direction, and uo doubt a few condescend­
ing remarks were made.

"Yokels out for a holidoy,I expect!!"
"Poor.chaps l I expect tbis is theirfirst
visit t? London, but after aU why
shouldn't they enjoy themselves?"

We did enjoy onrselves, and later on
iu the evening we went to King's Cross
and caught the night express to Edin­
burgh. We had engaged a cal'riage and
after buying books and hiring pillows fOl'
the night, we tosserl up who was to sleep
on the seats,and who 011 the fioor. rfhere
were 4 of U8 in the carriage, so two had
to go Oll the fioor, and oue 011 each
seat. I tried to bid fol' a seat and
offered up to sixpence, hut that WllS not
enongh for them, so we tossed. Good
luck! I I got aseat. I don't kuow 01'

care what anyone else got, but anyhow
I should get some sleep. H owever, no
sooner had this been decided, than the
people to whom chance had given the
fiool' for a bed, 'proposed that we should
change over at half-time. N ow chang­
ing over at half-time is aU very weIl at
football, aud I dare say it might some­
times da at cricket; but changing over
in an express train, no l there were
110 such rales und besides we had no
referee! !

We held a committee meeting, never_
theless, on this point, and owing to
Jones, who had the other seat, being of
a charitable turn of mind, the majority
were fol' a change at half-time. This
made me very angry with Jones; it
showed wealmess where stl'ength and
determination were wanted. Jones is
all very weIl, but he is always doing the
wrong thing at the wrong time. The
result of the half-tiriH~ rule was obvions
to me at least. Every ten minutes an
through the night I kept on waking up
thinking . that the whistle had gone;
So it had, but it was not the refel'ee's··!,
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"l
I evelltually got lilO annoyed at these
repeated inteJ'rnptions while all tbe
Qthers were sleeping-even those on tbe
floor, which annoyed mE' most-timt out
of sheer cussedness I put lllY foot on
Qne of tbose in tbe ll)wer regions allel

woke him np, saying it was half-time.
n happened to be my brother I then
awaked, and in a very sleepy voice be
Silid, • No it's not.' But I -was not
going to give way llOW; tbe rnle had
been made allel I was joUy weIl going to
see that it was carried out! • Can't
,you hear the whistle? ' .r asked.

, Wha- whis-tle- '
'Referee's wListle ! '
'Goodni-! ' (very sleepilJ !)

Not a bit of it I I was going to sleep
on tbe floor now, and was not going to
be shut up with a very sleepy and self­
satisfiecl 'gooel ni-!' So I caught
hold of my relative by the. nose aud
funnily euough tbis quite woke hirn up ;
so much so, in fact, that he put bis foot
in his rage into tbe face of his brother
lodger on the floor!! The latter now
got annoyed anel bl'gan to wI'angle with
both of us; this woke up Jones, who
tt'ied to turn over to see what was
happening, and in so doing fell off the
seat! I An was llOW cOllfusiou! Oll
the floor appeared in the dim light a
DlRSS of arms, legs and fltCeS, nU mixed
op, and a11 kinds of remarkswere coming
fr.)m the darkness I As I was fairly
:safe on the seat, I did the only thing left
to be done, namely, I g'ot up and sat
-on the lot! !

This did not last for long, as the man
3t the bottom soon found out that he

was not dreaming as Le had snpposed
but tbat he had in reality three men on
top of him, and consequently he appealed
piteously for a breath of fresh air!
When we had aU got up, we decided
that the whistle mnst havegone alld we
had lJOt heard it, so half-time was called.
I was now on the floor with Jones and
save for an occasionul kick in the face
from his boot, which I always retUl'ned
witli interest, I sIept quite weil.

I. next came to my senses sOll1ewh~re

neul' Newcastle and I remember feeling
a very heavy weight on my stomaeh. I
thought for a long time that it wtÜi
indigestion, but I never remembered
having it so bad before. Presently it
seemed to get worse, and opening my
eyes I found out that someone was
standing on me! I asked if he had
mistaken me for a foot-warmer, but I
was told that he was only standing up
to see the view and wouldn't be long !
After that I don't tllink any of ns got
any sleep; at any rate I know I didn't,
unel if I saw anyone else getting at aH
near it I flipped his nose !

We arrived at Edinburgh at 7.30 in
the morning, umI after a 'wash and
brash np,' had some bt'eakfast and went
out to see the cllstle. Now you cnn
see the cnstle from anywhere in the
town, but we wanted to get into U.
So ,ve took a harn, alld after going very
slowly for about three quarters of au
honr ,ve al'rived-at the same place
from wbich we had started !

Tha,t was no good.
We now tbonght we would walk and

after a few inquiries aa to direction \Ve

i
i
I

J
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My tutors generously to praise
My compositions once were wont;

Why is it thell that llowadays
They don'tP

What is the reueon of my woes P
ClLn I have lost the skill I had P

\Vhy is my once-famed Latin Prose
So bad P

And why is work so be\lstly hard, oh
. sayP

Why am I subject to the dumps,
So that at Bridge for nuts I cannot play

No trllmps.
Is it that hack upon the shin

I got last Leugne match P-thut's
the question

That worries me,-or is it in­
digestion P

And why ut Soccer, when before my foot
Tbe ball1ies elose, in front the goal

is wide,
Why is it I invarinbly shoot

Outside P
W'hate'er I do,my thoughts are far away.

What baneful thing doth make my
memory lapse P

Perhaps I am in love; observe, I say
Perhap8.

Perhaps, I say, but though the thOllght
cloth please,

I callnot claim to be in love, I fear,
Else were I not so fond of bread and

cheese-
, And beer.

But if yon needs must know the monster
keen,

Who merciless cloth hold me in his
grip,

And ~iyes me awful dreams at night, I
mean

L .._

l'eached the gates. We were then
taken round by an oId soldier who
prel1ched a sermon on every stone and
every gun to be seen; how that one was
always fired preeisely at one o'clock
every day, and how a,nother was the
identical gun, a shot from which hit
William the Conqueror on the big toe
of his left foot,aud-"perhaps gentlemen
you won't believe roe, but he never
felt it I"

We laughed at this oId man a great
deal, but he seemed quite used to it and
we ended up the g-reatest oi fl,iends.

That afternoou we went on to
Aberdeen by train. The journey was
not without incident; the train was
very crowded und I 1'ea11y forg'et whether
it was twelve 01' fourteell children all
nnder foul' years of age that we had in
our cnrriage, und you know whut chil­
dren are in the train III When there
is only one in a carriage you can admire
it and tell it's mother that it (never aay
he 01' she: you may make mistakes) is
the prettiesi. child you have ever seen,
but fourteen-! I WeIl, we gotto Aber­
deen, and I meant to have told you what
ha.ppened afterwJtrds on tho .sea, but
perhaps I had bettel' not; and besides
I have upset the ink, no more paper,
und my nib is crossed I I

A.M.C.N.

THE TRIP.
(A POEM IN NINE SPASllIS).

I know not why with eure l'm racked,
01' why my wits are absentfar,

I only know that, as a fact,
Theyare.

.-~

The Trip I . P.L.D.,
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CYCLING IN KERRY.
Kerry possesses many charms for

Iovel"S of the beau,tiful. Hs far-famed
lakes encirclecl by wooded hills yield the
palm to none, while its; coast scenery is
as wild and rugged as any to be found
in Cornwall 01' Wales. One great
-disadvantage, however, conside1'ably
modifies its varied attractions. In Kerry
it is always raining! If the traveIIer is
p1'epared to face this contiug-ency with
resignation, he wH! assuredly return
with even his highest expectations sor­
passed.

We left Cork by the beautiful ronu
running westwarcl by the side of the
l'iver Lee. The ten days which had
passed since we left l?ubIin had beeu
absolutely free from rain, so that the
contrast with what was to come was the
greater.

Blarney Castle with its famous stone
we left unvisited though near at hand,
my friend insisting that my tongue was
:Iluent enough already.

Macroom we found in full enjoyment
(lf its fair, a festivity of considel:able
local celebrity. The broad main street
was lined with vendors of every type,
ready to seIl anything from an orange
to a boot-htce, and, should you be U11­

willing to buy, equally ready to pour out
.a long list of grievances national and
personal with surprising volubility.
.stl'ay cattle, pigs, fowIs, in fact aU
manner oflive stock fiIled the centre of
the road. Among them the owners and
:purcbnsors made their way with seant
·ceremony, arguing and shouHng to thei!'
.henrt's contCllt. The first thing to

impress one was tbe noise and want of
order, tbe second, the absolute good
nature with which everything was con­
ducted.

Shortly after lea,ving J\'Iacroom the
rain came down in to1'rents and we got
a foretaste of what Irisb weather could
be. The country gradually became more
wild. Some miles before reaching
Inchigeela we overtook a funeral pro­
cessioll. It was an impressive sight.
The coffin was carried byeight sturdy
men, probably smaU country farmers.
It was foIIowed by some sixty 01' eighty
monrners: some on foot, but tbe major­
ity on borse-back.

The duII ligbt of the fading day, tbe
beating rain, the background of gloomy
hill and moor, the long cavalcade of
strong weather-beaten men with grim~

set faces all combillecl to form a picture
that coulcl not but bave impressed the
most thoughtless.

Inchigeela is a little village out of tbe
beaten track of tourists, but dea.r to
many a fisberman alld nature lover.
Here we took refuge from i,he elements
and after a good meal by a. well-stacked
turf :6I'e retired to bed.

The next day we set out amid glol'ious
snnsbine. Tbe 1'oad-and a very dirty
one it was-runs past the smalllakes of
Inchigeela and after gradually rising
for some miles, tbe wild and gloomy pass
of· Keimaneigh is l'eached. In grandeur
it cannot compare with Llanberris 01'

Kirkstone Pass, but its wild and desolate
cbaracter might weIl stI,ike awe into a
timid heart. Fot· miles not a soul is to
be seen, as \ve coast down the hillside,
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till at last the sea comes into view and
the cross-road, running byits side, is
reached. From here the view across
Bantry Bayis most charming. Grandeur
gives way to beauty,and each bend in
the road has some fl'esh delight in store
for the traveller, till at lengih the
consummation is reached as the rond
suddenly winds and shows us the little
town and bay of' Glengariff nestling
below.

Glengal'iff has been tel'med the
Mentone of the BI,itish Isles. Such a
comparison is inept and misleading.
'Glengariff's charms are aH Hs own. Hs
little land-locked bay with trees growing
to the water's edge, its quiet wnll(s
through shady woods need no comparisoll
with the Riviera to endeal' them to the
visitor.

The next day brought with it arduous
111.bour. Two ranges of mountains had
to be crossed before Killarney eould be
reached. FortullfLtely the road was
good, and the grand mountain scenery
made umple compensation for all diffi.­
culties. The weather, however,prowcl
treacherous. Before the first range was
surmounted, aU the hills were veiled in
mist, and rain began to faU. We
obtained refuge in one of the' mauy
tunnels that have been cut through the
,rock in theconstruction of the rondo
Rere we were kept more than an hour.
A stray oie fromsome mountain furm
stoodoutside aud gazedatus, longing
for shelter, but too timid to share it wÜ:h
uso At length lhe storm passed O"el',
and we hadan 'exhilarating three inile
ccastinto Kerifuli.re. We at ouce staited'

up the next rllnge, but were again over­
taken by the rain. At length the
summit was reached. All round us the
mOllntains reared their shadowy heads
to heaven. Below, cloud aun vapoul'
shut out every pl'ospect. We seelDed
cut off from the world. After adescent
oi same miles the clouus dispersed and
we caught our first dew of the Uppel'
Lake of Killarlley. Under the sun's
magie rays it lay glistening like a jewel
in its setting of dark green woods.

The town of Killul'l1ey itself possesses
bui; few attractioll~, but the surrouuding
country offers limitless excursiOllS to the
energ-etic. Muckross Abbey with its
woods stretching to the water's edge is
visited by all. .Rere tIle wild arbutus
may be faund growing- in abundunce.
The old chu1'e11 of Aghadoe, the ruins
of Ross Castle, the Tore Mountaill aU
demand a visit. Pel'haps the most
delightful trip of all is the .10urney uy
water fl'Olll the Uppel' Lake to the
Meeting of the Waters, the shooting oi
the, Weir,-a periluus feat when the
stream is swolleu-then after tea on.
Dinish Island the pleasunt e.ening row
to the Lower Lake.

Neur Killarueyl had my only en­
eountel' with the Irish police. 'We were
riding gaily along the footpath to avoid
the flUhy rond, when out from the hedge
stepped two stalwart policemen :und
fo):bade furthel' progress. There tue­
comparison 'between hish methods 'und
English ended.

T exphtined to them indignantlythat
in County Down we never dreamed oY
l'iding in the road when therewas a.
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footpl1th to' serve the purpose, ancl tllat
OUl' two village policemen always took
to tbe rond to allow acyclist to pass.
Thereon they grew apologetic, and
explained that their action was due to
some new-fangled notion of tbe local
magistrates, und on our promising,
school-boy like, not to offend I1gain, we
pal'ted tlle best of friends.
. From Killaruey we pUl'posed to go on
to Glencar, but fate disposed otberwise.
Westarted off early, iutending to ride
thl'ough the Gap of Dunloe und Cum-·
meenduff GIen und so on to tlJe main
Keumare road. We reached tbe far
famed G.ap with the usualaccompal1i­
ment of pouril1g rain. Then our troubles
began. The road through the Gap was
very rough, but still possible, and we
reached its end in safety, after paying
tribute t,? the crowd of beggars who
infest it. They are .of every age and
either sex, indeed tbe fairer sex ia tbe
more imp()l·tunate and uccording to your
generosit,)' is the blessing sbowered upon
you. A complete refusal will involve
yourself, ancestor13' and posterity in
blood-curdling 1lJaledictions~ After the
Gap thc road rapidly' became a track,.
alld .sbortI,)' ufterwards tbat too came to
ua end at tbe brink of a stream. Rare
we met a native of those parts who
assured us that we should have to wheel
01' carry oU'1' bikes for a conple of roHes
befOl;e tbe road waS, I'eached. After a
short cönsultatiöriwe decided to·proceed.
We crossed the brooks on stepping-·
stolles. with some difficulty, und then
trudged. alöng the möunta~n-side over
boulder8 and· thtöugh morasses for more

thun balf-an-hour. .At length we were'
brought to lt full-stop. On our right
was the hill side, to attempt which \Vita
our bicycles would lJave beeu futile; on.
our left, a broad mountain,;:,strenm, and
in front a bog exteuding as far as wa­
could see für some' hundred yards~

Further progress was impossible. Re­
luctautly and with sadclened hearts wa­
l'etraced om' steps to tbE' Gap. On'
reaching the stream mentioned above,.
the writer of this narrative completed
his misfol'tuues by slipping OD tIJa­
siepping-stones and fallillg in. Tbis.
made but littJe difference to his comfort.
as the rain had not ceased since \Ve set.
out, and we were both wet to the skin
already. At length '\ve reached the Glt{)'
Ol1ce more,· and an hour 01' so later were­
comfortably seated by a blazing fire. at
Killorglin,only t\Velve mHes from our­
starting point, hut Atill both thorobghly
weU pleased with ourse]ves and ready to.
believe \Ve had had a most enjoyable-

day. •
The next day we rode out to Lough

Carragh, a beautifully wild aod secludedi
. spot, I1nd weU beloved of fishermeD~'

Rain,howtlver, ugaiu fell, alld after a.
wet ride back to Killurney we said fare­
weIl to Kerr)', taking Oll\' last glimpse of':
its rain-benten hills from the PI'0811ie:
comfort of a milwlty carringe.

Yet, in spite of aH, I love them stiJI~

andoften climh tbeir misty flailks in.
spirit, as I sit by my fireside and hear the­
rain beat against my window, and 8bou1<1,
allY of my readers chance to be there on .
a fine day-there are,· they tell me,.
twenty-three every year~he will vow.
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that Ireland ia earth'a most fßvoured
coulltry and Kerry the most beautiful
part of aH that favoul'ed isle.

HIBERNIOUS.

A OHRISTMAS ADVENTURE.

It was in the last week of the term
thßt I received an invitation to spend
Ohristmas with my unclt>, who, having
just come hOlDe from Ameriea with tL

huge fOl'tune, had bought Picton Hall,
in Hampshil'e. Now this old plaee
ia situated in tbe midst of the New
FOI'est, llear a little village ealled Ohil­
ton, its neal'est station being Donton,
five miles away.

Itwas with DO little eagerness that I
looked forward to the end of the term
At last that day eame, and I started for
Pieton Hnll. I was met at the station
by my unele und we drove to the Hall
behind two slIperb bays. Having arrived,
I saw my aunt and cousins whom I had
never met befol'e, and then, having been
iutroduced to the eompany present, I
strolled over the house, whieh was the
most perfeet one can imagine, with
eleetrie light and telephone and aU other
eonvenienceil you eould possibly want.

It was on Ohristmas Eve that my
adventure happcned. When we were
at dinner that night, a note eame up to
my uncle, to say that a polieeman
wishp.d to see hirn; so he ordered him
to be shown to his study. After a ahort
interview withthe visitol', my nncle.
eame backlnughing,and told usnot to be
uervous, but that the police had heard
that there was going to be an attempt at
robbery on the plaee. tbat night. So

the police (they were three in number)
were ordered to sleep on the premises.

There were also stopping in the house
two young Val'sity fellows, who seemed
to me to be very coneeited; nnd they
teased me uumel'cifully about my size,
saying I should never be any good.
Wben they heard tbat there might be
a robbery, they said what fun it would
be aud bow they would cateh tlle
burglal·s. WeIl, before I went up to
bed, I happened to bear Onuling and
Kemp, these two Varsity fellows, saying
they wonld preteud to be burglal's, so 1
stopped aud listened, and this is whttt I
heard. Kemp said "we will go down
about 12 o'cloek, and get in througb the
Blue Room Freneh window; tben we will
take a few things and hide them, and
then iu the rnorning, when tbe eompany
in the bouse discovers there has been a.
l'obbery, we will cha:lf the police aud
have a good i'ag."

Then I SltW my chance of l'evenge.
I went down to the room in whieh the
police were sleeping aud told them what!
had heard. Then I gave themeach a
tip und they agreed very readily, I
thought, to 'catch these two fellows
when they got in tbrongh the window
and to pretend to tbink that they were
really burglare. So lIeft thell1, qnite
content that my plan for taking IL lise
out of Kemp aud Cauling would succeed.

Just befol'e mid-night I went down
and hid so that I could cbll.:lf them in
the morning. WeIl, Kemp and Oauling
passed into the Blne Room in dne
course and opened the French window :
then, having got outside, they waited
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about five minutes and thengot in
ngain. As. soon as they had done so
.and were stooping- down to take off
their shoes, so that they might walk
Inore quietly, the police seized and gagg­
ed. them rather more roughly than was
needed; und ha\"ing bound them,they car­
ried them to a cupboard of a fair size and
lockei! tllem up in it, and took away the
key. Then I crept upstairs to my room,
which was on the third floor, happy in
the successof my plan.

I was just getting into bed whell I
thought I heard soft foot-steps along
the passage. II~Lving turned out my
-electric light I opened the doo!' quietly,
and peering into the darkness, nearly
-collapsed with smprise. arie of the
policemen was just coming out of a
bed!'C\om; he also had no shoes on, and
was creeping along as though up to no
good. So r slipped out into the passage
and watched him. He crept into the
next room, and when he came out I saw
ihat he was earl'ying some gold bracelets
and rings. Then I knew he was a thief
Qf a most eunning kind. I crept down
to the next landing,and, thel'e I found
ihe .second policeman, doing the same
thhlg.: aud. it 'was iQ1pollsible for ,me to .
get to my uncle'sroom., so I determined
io try to trap the men myself or in,.
~ome manner rai:se the p.larm.

I crl'pt. upstairs p.gain and saw that
P.C.. No. 1 ",öuld enternlY rooin next;
-and kpowing, thai if I got. him secured .
'in .the room,. he. cpul~ 'not get out, ,nB

ih~ windows ;were tao iar from the
:ground to jump,Lh~d myself in the
-darkness aud waited.· He. crept along

to my room and openeJ the door just
wideeuough for himself to get in, aud
when he WlLS weIl in, I shut the door
and locked it. Thus P,C. No. 1 was
accounted for. Then I crept down to
the next flOO1', but the burglar I saw
thel'e was rather a big and ferocious
man, so I thought I would see what was
on downstairs. When I arl'ived down.,.
stairs, I could not find the third Olle
any\vhel'e, till nt last in the dining­
l'oom I heard snores. There I found
my fdend No. 3 had emptil;ld the
whisky decanter, und would not awake
for several hours. On going,outside tbe
l'oom I locked the door.

Then I wondered how P.C. No. 2, the
big man, was gol.ng to be captured. Sud­
denly a happy idea struck me. Having
obtained a strong piece of cord, I tied
it to the balmisters on either side h1st
so that a man hurrying down stah's.
would trip over it. Thon creepillg
upstaira, leaving a way for myself to
retreat if he spould prove .dangel'ous"
I cried out in' the most courageous
tones I could muster, "who's there P" ,
He taking fright ran downstail's, tripped

.. over my string, and fell on a stone.
floor at the bottom (,)f the stairs)Vith a
curse and a gl'oan I My u~clerl1s~ed

out aud asked what was the matter,p.nd,
the house was in au uproa.r. I bl'iel.ly ex~.

plained, and we picked the unconscious ,
man up andtook him to thedi~illg I"<?om .'
while my. ~ncle sent the butler for tb,e ,:
village;poJice.. Th~we released Kemp.,
nn~,CalJliog,who botb,lookedverysheep-, ..
ish, a.J;ldw~en the policea~rivel1,.they:;:.
eaptllred th.~.robber in.my roC/m; withpU.ti.,
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much trouble.
In the morning, when I came down,

I received quite an ovation, wy unele
rewarding me handsomely; and Kemp
and Cauling said I had plenty of pluck,
although I was so small. The robbers
aU got a long term of imprisonment,
being notorious burglars and very
much wanted by the London Police.

So this is the way in which, when I
was just fifteen years old, I spent my
Christmas Eve. N ever since then have
I caught a burglar.

A.B.

ESSAY ON "ARCHITECTURE."

Architecture comes from two Greek
words "Areh" arch and texture which
means Weaving and the I is put in
for eufunny. There are two kinds of
al'chitexture the gothic, which is when
you build churches an anciant abbies
aud people cant build them now because
they wont take long enough. They are
pJenty in this countryand very beauti­
fnl where the old monks and fryers use
to live and some times you can see were
they use to walk right ronnd the abby
up in the wall over the columes. And
they use to cook an sleep there. When
a boy is going to be an architect tbey
learn a lot of drawing, but Latin and
those things are not much good. U nless
you are going to be a Classiele arkitect
and then it helps you to learn the names
and. things you. use bettel' then JOU

could if you didnt. My unkle who is an
architect and says he would have liked
to have learnt latin when he was at
school but he learnt ~athimatiesinstead

because the head master of the school"
where he went to was very clever at it
and made all the boys learn it if he
could. When a boy is going to be a
Architect you dont keep at school long
but you soon leave and have to soon go
in an office, were tbe work is awfull
druggery at first. It is a nice life but
I dont think my father would like me
being one because it is not expensive
euougb. Not unless you get weIl known
an get put in big buildings like in our
new building's aud then you get rich
alright. Then there is ancient Archi­
texture which is not done now neady
aU tbe churches in Caesar's time had
this stile und in Ovid. Some houses
are ancient architectnre, it was much
used by the Romans. Not lJaving seen
much architeciure tbe master who
corects this essay will probly seuteh out
most of it. But it is very dificnlt to­
right on wbat you dont know about
ecspecially when he wont let JOu copy
down tbe cnciclyopeda an it has taken
me nearly an hour to write it.

S.H.E.L.L.

CYCLOPS IN MEDITATION.
A MONOLOGUE.

Nay then, child of a ewe, if thou wilt
feed along the very edge 0' the cliff, aa.
though tbou had-st a footing like the
old grey he-goat, thou must even tumble­
over by thyself. Out ihere in the open
the noon is over-warm. I am going­
to sit me down here in the shade, where­
the grass between the boulders is green
and soft, and the sea-wind softer and
pleasanter stilI. Perhaps if my heart.
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move me presently I will sing to you,
though little ye deserve it, ehildren of
perversity that ye are.

Father \Zeus, how strange and shy a
thing is this that we ean Pleasure, and
how unuccountably ever she comes and
goes ! Oloudless days are plentiful now
in thy summer-time, and often in my
duily wauderings I follow my flocks to
this spot. Yet it llever seemed so pleas­
ant to lean back thus in shadowagainst
the yet warm stone, listening to the
wide whisper of the sen. How whiter
than cream it breaks down there over
the rocks, where the eormorants are
crowding like flies, und the hroad blue
flOOl' of waves begins that rises so far
up into the sky I Look well upon H,
my one and lonely eye. Old Telemos,
the babbling seer, often told me I roust
someday lose the sight of thee. It may
be he is right, for we Cyclopes are not
deathless, as the gods al'e, and must
gl'OW old at last and disappear like the
rocks and streams. Yet I would not
that any of this fair und strong body
shonld feel and live when thou art
gone, little as thou art, my solitury ere,
that ever fetehest such stol'e of delights
for my soul!

Anel yet it is not weU to speak such
wishes before the gods, since none can
sny in what thing Dlixt father Zeus will
grant us to take delight. How often
in my green youth I sat upon these
cliffs and sang to Galatea, reckoning an
this glorious being as nought without
her, sheep that I was I Muybe she is
even now babhing down there in the
cold green water, and here a,m I that

care not a jot. It was not so in the old
days. A league awuy I could tell her
forID from auy swimming Triton, 01'

Dryad on the slopes, 01' Satyr, half-seen
among the shadows oi the chestnuts.
And then I would mope about the shore
still balf pel'suuding myself I was beloved
(for indeed it has always seemed a
wondel' that she so floubed me) and drew
from it an much strange sweetn6ss, in
spite of the pain. Aye, and sweet it is
even now to look back upon that time
and laugh, so that lalmost feel it in my
heart to forgive the jade, and the
mortal youth I found a-wooing her oue
autumn afternoon. Pity it was I so
quashed his wooing with a piece of diff.
I mind me llOW that he was fair as she­
nay fairer, in that his limbs were
browner und firmer and liker my own,
though puny withal. But it U1t1St

always be thus. Life is good, but we
who live it caunot all huve our pleasure
together. Yonder falcon, that has
soared all the morning above the gorge­
very happy is he to be alive, I wis, and
greatly he rejoices in his swiftness and
his sb'ength,and the keenness of his eyes:
and· to-morrow morlling, wben I lead
forth my sheep that way to the pasture,
I ahaH find more thau one pigeon wiih
his back gored and his eyes picked out,
and an the hill-side around smothered
with feathers. Not othel'wise that IDOl'·

. tal came to woe.
But the sun's light begins already to

burn yellow upon the peak of Aetna
and from hence to my grot is a good lea­
gue of slippery cliff-pasture. Up eynisca,
my sha.ggy biteh I Such baby aweet.
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nasses as those cannot long satisfy the
youth of giants. Give me still haIe
limbs to leap und climb amI Hing, and
tbe clean air to breathe, ltod pasture for
my flocks, und let the operation of the
divine months not altogether faH-and
Galöltea Rnd hel' sisters muy weave for
ever the mysticdallce men say they hold
about their father Ocean. See, fOUl'
goats have ,vandered far fl'om the herd
down yonder swltl'ded gIen. Fetch them
in quickly and let us be going, for I
begin to desire my supper of milk and
cheese.

O.J.C.

A FRESHMAN'S FIRST DAY

AT CAMBRIDGE.

I llwoke at 8 a.m., and suddenly
remembered tlmt I had to breakfllst
with a Senior at 8.30 punctually. The
scratch fours were' on the first day at
10.80, and the senior in each foul' had
to give the breakfast. When I had
managed tq scramble i'ound in time, my
host asked me who I tbought would
win the race. Naturally my thoughts
tumed to the scratch fours, but his
mind was concerned about ~he Cesare­
witch, ,wbich was beillg run that day:
and sO 'I, subsided ioto 'silence. Soon'
tha othe~s t~~Ded":np aud wa then
proceeded toenjoy 'oJlr, .b~eakfast.

mi-ecUy afterwards I had tO"horry off
to see, my TotoJ;' ,about leqtures and
minor"~etaii~. 'My' halld t~embled as
the door sl()~IJ;'~peneq, for4e was
reput~4 'to h~~~-:":W:l:!l1" not aoeMy­
going ~mp!,ret!:n~eot~.Howeverthe i~tel'­
view ·p~l;lse!l.9ffi sa,ti~faQto'rily alld then 1.

L.__..__, ._._ .._

proeeeded to change and rllshed down
to the l'iver.

001' bOllt won its first heat owing to
the nllrnel'OUS crabs of the otl\er boat,
and the fewness of OUI'S in comparison,
but sad to relate we fell ",ictims to a boat
which contained three May First-bont
men in the semi-final. After this cred.
itable display, it was time for lunch,
which, needless to say, i was quite
ready for.

The pl'ogl'amme for the afternoon
waS a Tugger squash, famous for Hs
lack of football. Tell, came after that,
and then chapel, which lasted aboot 30
minutes. Hall directly afierward~, Rnd
then coffeewhich I had in the Football
Captain's rooms. After spending a
pleasant hoUt· there, I returued to 111y
own l'ooms, and was soon in the land oE"
dr€ams. B.

THE SOUFFRIERE.
"

The experienees of three crowded
weeks. tbe sum total of foul' se\'eral
SOjOUl'OS on the top of the St. ViDce~t
SOllffl'iel'e, are not easily to be focussed

. in the Held of a single article. Time
and space, moreover, play strange tricks
with receding memories, and in this ease .
the grim historyof last year's cll.taclysm
has increased tbe sense of unreality., . . . . .

Bu:L what I remember J will endeavoor
to relate, andperhaps the crude recol'd .
will'galll n l'ather than lose in interellt

,from ,its de~ling wi~h scenes which exist
no longer and inciden,ts whicil caI1 hever,
be repeated.

The '8~uffriere;to ~hi~h St. Vincellt
'owes, it~'origin,is' lltit a. high mounto.i '
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but it is massive and extensive and
€xtremely int~resting. It stands at the
northern end of the island, covering with
its base an area of perhaps thirty square
mHes. There are hro craters and the
remains of a third; that is to say there
is an arc of 0. circle encompassing the
present craters on the Nort,11 und East,
like the outer sheH of Vesuvius, but
broken away on the sO'llth and west by the
violence of subsequent eruptions. This
oldest wall presents tbe appearallce from
the North of a vast round hill, ending
abruptly in a somewhat jagged top. lt
stretcbes right down to the sea, not in
an even slope, but by ridges like greut
buttresses, with subordinate buttresses
supporting them, und deep, steep gullies
in between.

Gannt and terrible it must be now,
with its tropical forest-mantle an
burnt and blasted, and the rivers and
wo.terfalls of its valleys converted to hot
glaciers of sulphurous mud und ashes.
BQt there was none of this when I sn w

it. If terror there was, it was in the
1011eliness 'and ma.jestic silcnce, tbe
wreathing mists and the awful possibili­
ties of destruction. In a few years,
perbaps ten, 01' twentyat the most, tbat
lush vegetation will have sprung into
mastery again, IDacaws, snakes, agouti,
humming-birds, lizard!:l, and all the host
-of wild things will have resumed their
-occupation, and even man, Oarib, Negl'o
'Qr white man, will have rebuilt his
'Shanties and ]'epilloted his yams and
bananas. Für life moves quickly in the
tropics; ay, and death comes suddenly,
~nd its visits aresoon forgotten. In 0.

few years this last catastrophe, like its
predecessors, will have sunk to 0. vanish­
ing tradition, recalled only now and
then, as when some flood 01' hurricane
has laid bare the ruins of a factOl'Y 01'
exhumed the cbarred trunk of some
fallen forest-giant.

As viewed from the south the gen­
eral outline of the mountain was
different, though in its details it was the
same. There were distinct 'indications
of 119rater at the top, parts of the far
wall being visible and beyood it the
loftier peaks of the outer sbell.

It was from the South-west tha.t thc
ascent of tbe mountain had to be made,
and indeed it was not a matter of any
grellt difficulty. Starting from 0. villnge
called Wallibuon thewestorleewardside
of the islalld and 0. few miles north from
ChMeau Belair, 0. well cut bl'idle-path
led right up to the crater's edge, tra­
vel'sed it for 0. mHe 01' more and then
dropped down towards the South-east
to Georgetown. Many people used to
ride the whole way. It was, indeed, the
one anJ only highway across the north­
.ern part of the island. Three thousand
six buudl'ed feet is bighel' than Snowdoll
and yet, because of the impassable l'idges
and rllvines among the SPUl'S of the
SoQffriere and MorDe Garu (its nearest
neigbbour to the South,) no easier route
was prncticable.

Beside this unique highway stood the
Cottage, over-Iooking the Old Crder
and the lake whi~h lay still ,and dark
some twelve hundred feet below. ~his

cottage was erected about twelve yeo.r~

ago by the late Colonel Sandwith, who
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was then Administrator of the Islund.
It was buHt of wood und contained two
Tooms, each about ten feet square, which
,used to served for dOl'mitory, dining
room und kitchen to us holiday-makers
and amateur expIOl:ers, who were' tile
first people to avail ourselves of the
Colonel's hospitality. Thence it was that
\'Ve were pioneers and not simplytrippers;
for before our time there was DO possi­
bility of passiDg the llight upon the
mountain, und without doing so it wonid
certainly have been impossible to expIOl'e
it, as the ascent and descent alane tüok
the best part of a day. Hammocks were
the sleeping accommodn.tion, and, tbe
cooking was dODe over oil-stoves. Food,
unless ODe of the party WAS asportsmau
and ,shot us some wild pigeon, 01' a
naturalist and culled the "mountnin
cabbage"· (the heart of the Cabbage­
PaIm), as the fugitive Greeks did in
Xenophon's Anabasis, was taken .up by
," bearers," stalwart negroes who carried
your things upon their heads. Ä n
average load was about 60 Ibs. per man,
and they thought themselves very well
paid if you gave thern eig bteen pence and
a gIass of rum. The stronger men would
carry' more, and a box of twelve whisky
bottles full (of paraffin, of: course, for
tlle oil-stove) was recko'ned a two shilling
load. (Reader, would you ca,rry a ease
of whisky on your head to the top of a
tropical mountain for a glass of rum and
lL florin P) I met a man' Ollee on the
crnter's edge with a large iran bedstead
on his head. His wife accompanied hin1
bearing the ma.t.tress ltnd concomitants,:.
anel the children followed with. the rest
of the household furlliture. They w.ere ' ,:

I

L~._~__.

moving bouse fJ'om Chateau Belail' to
Georgetown. But I am digressing.

Witl.J. the Cottage itselfth'ere are many
memories connected. Here it was, aftel"
supper, over our pipes and toddy, that we
re-surmounted the lubOtlrs of the day;
here we took up the eballenge of the
morl'OW, when, brellkfast Qver and
housemaid's duties accomplished, \Ve
should struggle again into our wet
wa1king-clothes (we 1eft them outside in
the rain aU llight: there was not room
für thelli indoors) nnd set off "Ollce
more on Dm' ndventure brave and new."
Here.iF Vlns that one morning we.enter- ,
tained the oM CUllon of the disb'iet to
breakfust. He had ridden up on an
"ambIer " and arrived wet through with
the rain. But a cocktail and a change
of raimellt soon restored hirn to order :.
and indeed he looked a model ecclesiastic
-in borrowed pyjamas,drinking tea out.
of· a baccy tin! And here too ,we enter­
iained !lnother guest, a panie-stricken
uegro, grey ",ith fear: for he had been
lJenighted u1'0n the mountain and had
seenand been accosted by a " Duppy I'"
" Tbis· twice you interfere with me:. I
break you neck I" Such were tbe. '. , .'

ghostl)· words, and it waS long before
the pOOl' bigbaby could be eomforted,.
for 1111 our hot soup ana philosophy.

It was frolD the Cot~age, too, that 1.
first heard the Souffl'iel'ebi.rd, th~t sweet. ,
singer whose voiee, they say, is no:w for- .
ever silenced. For he was ,only.fouDd
upon the Souffdere. . A near l;"elative of
his I met on the Blue' )lountain,s in.
Jamaica, but his song was diffeJ:ent and ~

he was differently, dressed•. l!'ew; :veQpI~...;
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ever saw the Souffriere bird, but we
\Vere singularly fortunate. One dlly, as
wa were returnir.g from a scramble, he
alighted on a bush not more than six
yards distunt, and there combed his
plumage for several minutes. Then,
with a trill 01' two as prelude, he uttered
his cry like the first few bars of a tune,
und flew away without noticing us at
aH. He was a beautiful creature of a
dark brown colour, IJearly black, but
with lovely blue markings on his wings,
und· about as large a3 acuckoo.

FJ'orn the Cottage again I beheld that
1l10stglorious sunset. Whatlt sightit was!
"Fl'om below tbe clouds must huve been
beautifu1, hut we were in the clouds I
There was 0, strong wind blowing so that
the chunges were incessant. The sun
itself we couId not see until tbe very last
minute, when it appeal'ed to us to Le
still high up in tbe sky. We had un­
duly limited our horiz\:Jn,forgetLing that
we were at sucb an altitude ( a mista-ke
which we made once ugain in a quite
clear atmosphere, when we rnistook for
a soaring sea-birel what was l'eaUy 0,

distant saH). The wet glowing vapours
were aU about us, red clouds or golden,
parting or combining, driv(>n this way
01' that by rival wiud currents between
dive1'a sbeItel'ing peaks; rising some­
tirnes suddenly before a gust up the
southern slopes, 01' pouring over the
northern like tinted wate1'falls, till they
lost theil' ·brilliance in tbe shade of the
cratel"s rim. Mists indeed are 1'are1y
absent on - tropical lllountains, even
dUl'ing tbe day-time :and ·there, "sub
CUl'l'U lJimiulU propinqui solis," a little

blanketiug is a pleasant cbange now andl
then. Too often, howevel', our best.
views were thus spoilt; and even when­
the craters were clear the outer she11 to­
the North, whel'eon rose the foftif'st
summit in the island (4048 ft. according
to the Ordnance Map) was generally:
shrouded in mist.

Round 1,he coast at tbc back of tbese­
nOl'thern heights li"ed the Caribs; Ilnd.
a mallly, gl:!nerQUS ruce they were, more·
dignified than the Negroes, fur tbey had"
neve!' been ·sluves, and mOl"e ready to be'
heipful for notbing. Iudeed moueywlls·
of little account to them. Clotltes some-­
times hud to be bought-f!'om a shop in
GeorgetowlJ, seventeell miles awny: but­
they were not a "dressy" race, and
thei!' houses tbey could build für them-·
sehes out of materials ever ready to·
hand. A.s for food, for a few shillings­
they rented from tbe Govemmellt a..
"provision ground," which they cleared.
anel planted, anel Nature did the rest_
If they wallted more they fished for it ,..

or shot it on the rnol.lntailJ, 01' stole it.
perhaps, from 1,be neighbouriug estate­
öwnel"s poultry run. They were great.
hunters, wild goats und ramier being­
thei!' pl'illcipal g-ame. Indeed the,..
sometimes spent the night in the fore~t,.

an experiellce in whieb, with a single
companion, I once succeeded in emula­
ting them, though neithel; of us had the­
slightest intention of doing so.

We were staying at an arrowroot'.
estate house (now destroyed), and after­
a light' breakfast wa started fOI' a..
scramble on the mountain.About lunch
time, fortifieu by same or.lnges, whieb:.

• I

J



188 THE ABINGDONIAN.

L.

we had picked from somebody's garden
patch on the way up, we determined to
press on and try to reach the summit.
By foul' o'clock we had made consider­
able p~'ogress, but it was eviden t that
we must soon turn back, 01' we should
be bE'nighted on the hill. Then
infatuation seized ns. We left our cut­
lass in a tree-tmnk and scrambled ahead
for dear life, "forgetful of our return."
And the cutlass, I ought to add, is not
earded in the first place for overcomiug
ebstllcles, though it is used for that
purpose very often, but rather for
"b1azing" the track, so that it may not
be missed on the journey back again.
In about twenty minutes we haUed, and
eur senses began to return to uso We
were still some way from the top, but as
we had barely two hours of daylight, we
began the descent. Of course we were
lost ou that maze of diverging ridges,
.most of them ending abruptly or leading
away in the wroug direction. And it is
necessary to keep to thc;, ridges, as the
intervening gullies, even when one can
reach them, are always either too
precipitous or too thick with nnder~

growth to be traversed. It was 6.30
whe:l we 1ay down to rest, hnngry and
wet to the skin (the high woods are
always wringing wet) and myself some­
what damaged by a very alal'ming
tumble. Our bed was a bare rock,
denuded of its cove-ring in arecent land­
slip; and here we remained for twelve
wenry honrs, with three wet cigarettes
to console us,waitiug for t.he daylight
when we might drag ourselves up again
to tbe ridge we ought never to have left.

We were met here byaboutadozen Caribs,
who had turned out before daybreak to
look for DS; and vel'y we1come were the
biscuits, and other things, which they
had thoughtfuUy provided for uso

So we n.ever reached the summit after
aU, not at least by the northem ascent,
though on anothel' occasion, when stay­
ingat the 80uffl'iere Cottage, we suc­
ceeded in mastering it from the Bouth.
This was anothel' stiff climb, albeit from
tbe existing craters the distance is
a few hundred feet at the most. But
of these the last half wcre praetically
pel'pendiculal', and negotiab1e only by
I'easou of the ferns and brnshwood, a
tangle seven feet deep wbich was often
even more of a hindrance thall a help.
Moreover, before the actual eli.mb could
be begnn a nal'row plain had to be
crossed between the existing craters
and the outer shell. This looked simple
enough until we came to try it,bnt a
c10ser acquaintance found it seamed all
over with a multitudeof narrow crevasses,
twe1ve feet deep sometimes, but so
filled with vegetation that the whole
presented from a distance tbe appearance
of a level lawn, the sort of place for
children to romp on.

We were not on this occasion favoured
by the weather, for the mist when we
re.ached the top was too thick to allow
of a view. And what a view it would
have been, had the day beeu clear!
To the north was the steep slope, foul'
thonsand feet. und then tbe sea; IlDd
then, 26 mHes off, the serI'ated outline
of 8t. Lucia with its two gigantic
Pitons, graat conieal tusks rising sheer
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from the water's edge. Ta the South
St. Vincent, peak aftel· peak,for 20
miles 01' more, the two coast lines with
Ch{l,tean Belair on the West and George.
town OlL the East, and in the distance
the Grenadines, perhaps even Grenada.
At one's feet the craters, the old one lt

mile aeross, and clad with thick verdure
on the inside as wen as the outside.

Immediately at the foot oi tIle outer
heigLts, in the plain dividing them from
tlle existing C1'aters, was a bare expanse
of black sand und scoria, abaut thirty
yurds wide and irnposed Oll a floar of
lava. This was the la va stream vf
former EruptiollS, the Rabakka 01' dry
river-bed, which cl'ossed t1le bl'idle path
a thousand. feet below and entered the
sea a mile 01' two nOl·th of Georgetown.
And down this same cbunnel the lo,nl.
poured last yea1', destroying, with its
occupants, a large estate tao 11ear to its
treacbel'ous margin. But to us it was
It source of unexpected pleasure, for we
found here the most cUl'ious of aU the
strange things that we saw on the top
of the Souffdere. It was a genuine
discovery too, for nobody else seemed
to ho,.e heard of it. Following the bed
OI the strenm and keeping always on
the lowest possible level, we soon found
oUl'selves in a regular cafion, in places a
hundl'ed feet deep 01' more, und so
lll1l'l'OW that with arms extenJed we
could often touch both sides at once.
The floor was of black volcanic sand, as
smooth and hard as any gardenpath,
though bllrred here and thel'e by fallen
masses of rock. One such crag in. its
fall had got wedged betw-een the sides

of the ravine and bung tllere threatenillg
some 50 feet from the ground.

We Iollowed this rift for llbout half
a mile, und thell came out on a flat
open space, appal'ently some wa-r down
in a narrow folding of th<;! hilI. At the
far end of this area, which was smooth
and large enough for un excellent lawn
tennis court, the sides nnrrowed ngail1J
and at the same timo t.he full became
precipitous. Giant step~ thel"e w€'re of
bare lava rock, down seveml üf whicl1
we sHd, but were finally check€'d by a.
precipice of (jO 01' 70 feet. On another
occasion from the crossing OI the wind­
ward road to Georgetow"n we traced the
course OI this lava stream upwards; but
again we were foiled by an insurmount­
able precipice, the same one, we thought,.
as had ended our dowllward joumey.

The windwnrd road itself was a pleas­
nre notsoon to befürgotten. Steeper than
tbe leeward road it wus also more ri('hly
varied. Tree-ferns were there and
cactuses und palms of every desCl'iption ::
gl'eat ceibas too and banyans and bl"oad­
leaved, white-boled trllmpet trees: and
from evel'y tree huug orchids, rar<:.' ones.
sometimes, and tl-ailing pl1l'asites in ricl1
profusion. Flowers beside the path;;
not the tenderer ones, for how could:
they thrive in so fierce a struggle for­
existence jl but al'nms and wild begonias
with Dlosses and ferns in plenty,.
and on the tl'ee-trunks the filmy ferns,.
exquisitely fraH and deUcate. And as
the path of necessity Iollo\~ed a.
ridge, there were wide prospects here
and there over headlands OI wind-swept
forest, far out and below to Georgetown.
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and the white surf breaking on the beach.
Of tbe existing craters tbe new one

is 11 smaller tbing altogether than the
old. It had Hs origill in the eruption
of 1812; just 90 yeal's ago, almost to the
day, before the outburst of lal:lt year.
·This eruption, like that of lust year,
was synchl'onous with great volcanic
activity and 10ss of life in another part
of the West Indies. Barely a month
before its occurrence took place tbe
terrible Venezl1elan earthqunke,in which
Caraccas perisbed with ten thousand of
its inbabitants; and tbis eruption too.
like last year's, eovered Barbados, 90
miles to windward, with nearly an inch
of fine volcanic dust. The dust bad,
1 snppose, been hurled above the Trade
·Winds into the region of .the Counter­
Trades, which one ean often see in the
tropics, driving the npper clouds appar­
ently in the wrong direction. Thon in
falling it had been caught by the Trades
and deposited (with gross darkness)
over the coral surface of Barbados, to
th{\ terl'or of sinners, anu the gl'eat
advantage of the Rugar erop. "Black
SUDday" indeed used to be oue of the
land marks of Barbadian cbronology,
like the "Great Storm" of 1831, and
tbe " Riots " of 25 years aga.

n is the usual custom, I believe, of
re-awaking Voleanoes to form a new
cone in tbe celltre of the olu one, as was
the ease with Vesuvius, and as, I take it,
was onee the case with the SOl1:ffriere
also, wbell tbe present OM Crat.er
was formed. But in 1812 it cbose to do
otherwise and tbe New Crater was tbe
result.

This is separated from tbe Old by a
Kl1ife Ridge, a narrow partition some
few hundl'eel yards in length. In one
plaee indeeel it was so llarrow tImt
straddle-wise was the only method of
procedme: anel as the drop iuto tbe
New Orater was per,pendic111ar, and
some 800 feet at the least, it WllS not

. without a sense of relief tbat we fouud
ourselves safe on thc further side, But
we only crossed it once, preferring on
other occasions a Ionger but less labori­
ous route.

There was 110 lake in the bOttOUl of
ihe New erater, bnt a sman pool of
fresh water only, very cold and very.
clear. We bathed in it, as we did on
severnl occasions in tbe Old Crater lake,
but the latter WltS bitter in the extreme
with It rasping bitterness that set one'8
teeth on edge. At one time we attempted
toplumbit bytheaid ofarough raftoflogs
upon which one of the party sat and held
the plumb-line, wbile another directed
his movements from the water. Near
the middle we touched bottom at abaut
300 feet, b'J.t nearer land we found
greater depth, too great in fact for the
length of line vre had with uso This
seemed to argue the existenee of a
central submerged COlle, and to lend
colour to an old tradition tImt before
the 1812 eruption there was an island
(01' two) in tbe micldle of the lake.

To neither of tbe Craters was the
descel1t really diffieult. The ,vall ofthe
N ew Crater, though very stepp, was
comfortably upholstered; so that. it was
easy to let oneself down by the nid of
the feros and wild-pines. The retnrn
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journey, however, was a very different
matter. To descend the Old Crater a
l'ope was sometimes necessary and it
was advisable to take a guide with ex­
perience in rock-clirnbing amongst trees.
We employed a gigantic Negro of loeal
farne." Gnide, philosopher and friend,"
he was a cUllning woodslDan and moun­
taineer, and admirably suited for 8t.
Vincent, though he rnight have felt out
of place on the Alps. In spite of his
11 uge size he was built fm' use mther.
than show; and so was his nose, which
lay horizontaliy aCl'OSS his face, midlVay
between ulouth and eyebrows. It had
110 bridge but eonsisted of three
ronnd bulbs, und the smallest in
the middle. His forehead was ample:
so wel'e his lips. Though a religious
Inan (of the Baptist persuasion) aull
fully alive to the gravity OI life, be was
not without a sense of humour und
withal a confidence in his own prowess
wbieh compelled if it did not mel·it res­
pect. He exacted footing, I remember,
the first time he set us by the ernter
LiLke. Had. wa l'efused it, I suppose he
would Lave rebuked .llS like a father,
though with his formiuable eutlass he
l11ight have cloven our skulls w.ith im­
punitJ. I hear he ia alive still, though
his norne in Chateau Belah is halfburied
in volcauic ashel'.

But I must .end abrupt1y, like one
of our Souffrh~re gulIies. Not half
Las been told, but eriough, i trust, to
give some impression of the scenes and
experiences in which we spent our days.
How we loved. thli.f pOOl' old Souffriere !
How we exulted in it, in the' rain an'd

the willd and the heat I p1anning und'
performing, failingrmd1'esolving, lloting
always llew wonders, new beauties, new
features of inte1'est; yes, and nnming
thern too. where ne~essnry, for the
purpose OI referenee nfterwards. And
if in the vanity of enthusiasl11 the.
names we gave them were most often
fanciful, 01' OI· pUl'ely personal intel'est,
what matters it after nH jl We were in
aU human likelihood tbe fil'st who had
e\'er seen them, and very cel'tain is it·
that nOlle will ever see them ngain.

Great daJs those were to U8, too grent
für thought while tbey lasted,and full of.
that joy which is so th01:ough beclluse it
is so unconseious. Alld now they are
memol'ies. Only memol'ies 1 was about
to say; but ~hank God for them! Such
mel110ries are no mere s~ntimellt 01' idle
solace, but to the thankful spirit a
souree of courage and love and hope.
They are among t1le best possessions of
t>Ur Jives.

R.B.

HORRIDAE UMBRAE.

The blazing embers throw their light
Upon a ring of faces white.
The cheeks of all are pale with fear :
Imaginary sounds they hear,
As though unquiet ghosts did roam
On festive nights the ancestral home.

" A former Earl," the legend saith,
" One Christmas night was done to death;
And every year at twelve o'cIock
His spook appears, as if to mock
Those 'modern folks, who, with a sneer,
Say no such things as ghosts appear."
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., His ghastly form has oft been seen
With c1anking sword ancI threatening mien,
'Vith flowingc1oak and measured tread,
SoIemn and stern, straight from die dead I
And if the moon is out that night,
His paIIid face shines wondrous bright."

., Unchecked he gIiJes through bolted doors;
Rises from stairway, sinks through ffoors ;
Wanders at wiII from nook to nook;
Frightens the housemaids, scares the cook ;
:Sut at the iiJstapprcach of day
Fades into nothing "-s::> they say.

The time slips on: mor~ tales are told
About those ghosts that dweIt of oId,
TiII Dame SIeep comes and calls away
Her chiIdren wearied of the day.
The nightIy fareweIIs then are said
And everyone retires to bed.

Down spacious hall, up stateIy stair,
With beating heart you swiftIy fare.
OId paintings set in tarnished frames
Of gallant sires and ancient dames
Seem each to smile in wicked gIee
Your furtive timorous gIance to see.

The massive doors on hinges creak ;
The mice in paneIIed wainscot squeak;
At ghostly sound of creaking beam
The girls aII give a stifled scream,
At which you Iaugh, if you're a man,
As though their empty fears to ban.

With bedroom.reached and door shut light
You find no further cause for fright ;
But when you sIeep, grim Nightmare throws
Her awfu! dreams o'er your repose,
And waking up you soon protest
" That ghost plus turkey won't digest I "

T.S.W.

A DAY ON THE

BERKSHIRE DOWNS.

It was n. g-lorious ::iUmmer morning--.
one of the very few with which we were
fltv0Ured last snmmer-when we startell
off on our 30 mHe trn.mp over the
Berkshire Downs. We intended to
make n. day of it, so we started early in
the morning. Two of us were armed
with field-glasses in the hopes of seeing
something of the manoouvres which
were theu being waged on the Downs.

We set off at a gooel pace, and sool1left
Abingdon welL behind uso W~ passed
through Steventon and East Hendred,
and then bad a good stiff climb of about
half-a-mile up to the top of Cuckham­
stow HilI, and now wo were actually Oll

tbe Downs. We had now covered nearly
10 miles since we started, and so bad a
short rest before we started off again,
this time along the 'Ridgeway'-tbe oM
Roman road which runs lLlollg the Cl'est
of the Downs. This road by tbe way is
covered with grass and the soft turf was
a gl'eat l'eHef after walking on hard and
dusty roads. AloTlg- these Downs ono
can walk for mHes without fel'liog tired,
so grand is the air, and in addition to
this the day was simply perfeet. We
sooo left Cuckhamstow Hili out of sight
and before lang caught sigbt of the fine
monument which has been erected by
Lady Wantage to the memol'y of hel'
late husband. This pillar, staodillg on
one of the bigbest aod wildest parts of
the Downs,impressss one greatIy with its
grandeur. Same of thc Downs' people
however evidently think otherwise, for
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we met later an old man-'-a genqine old .
Berkshireman-who thonght that some­
thing bettel' than 'that ther bit 0' stone'
ought to have been put up I

Soon after this we met an old shepherd
who shouted to us the exciting news that
the 'manceuvres' could be seen! We
immediately rushed up to hirn, and
there, on the other side of the Downs,
about haIf-a-mile away, were soldiers by
the hundreds I We were gIad now that
we hll.dbrought our field-glasses, but as
thel'e were foul' of us, we had to take
turns at them. We wereastonished to
find that the old shepherd with his
naked eyes could see almost as well as
we could with our glasses. He certainly
had most wonderful eyesight. We
spent some considerable time with this
shepherd, whom we found most interest­
ing, knowing as he did such a lot about
the Downs. Later we met some scouts,
but they only looked wise when we
asked thern questions, and refused to
answer uso We might have been the
enemies' scouts in disguise of course I

Itwas now about 2 o'CIock in the after­
noon and we began to doubt whether
weshould be able to carry out Dur
original intention of going right to the
famons 'White Horse.' We summoned
a council of wal' and decided that it
would not be safe to go on' to the
'White Horse' and perhaps lose the
last train home. So we made tracks
for Challow Station which was con­
siderably nearer to where we were than
was the'White Horse.' We found that
as it .was we had none tos much time to

spare, so straight ahend and no more
halts was the word. We were lueky
enough to meet a horseman, who had
eome out in the hope of seeing the
manceuvres, allel he enabled us to take
a short cut to Challow. We now had u.
most glorious rush down the hillside,
anel very soon found ourselves on level
ground again, and on ha1'd roads instead
of soft turf. We discovered that we
were just 2 miles from Challow statioD4
A little further on we founu from some·
body else that it was neady 3 miles 1

We began to become despemte, and
wondered whether, like the far-fllmed
'Flying Dutchman,' we were fated never
to reach our goal. ,,!t's a lang lane
that has no turning" however, and we
eventually came into sight of the station,
lifted ourselves wearily over the last
stile, and tumbled into the station inD,
to find that we had about 8 minutes in
w.hieh to get tea anel enteh the train4
We were rea11y rather fagged out, and .
feIt about ready for tea, and I beheve
none of us before ever eat a bigger teu.
in less time. From Challow we went by
train to Steventon, a rest whieh was
most welcome to us,and made us feel
ready for the 4 miIes walk home, by the
time we got to Steventon. This 4 miles
walk in the dark, during which we sang
lustily, was not the least enjoyable part
of our day. We arrived horne about 9
o'clock, feeling that we had done a g'ood
day'swork, and I know that every one
of us enjoyed that day immensely.

H,L.C.
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.A FEW HOURS IN A COAL-MlNE.

No one who hIts never been down LL

,eoal-mine Mn fuHy realise tila plea­
:sures (and displeasures) ()f so doing.

A fe\v weeks ngo a party of ns went
.down coa1 pit No. 17 Hirnley, not far
·fl'om Ronnd Oak Station, about 4. miles
from Birllliqgham. Leading down to
·this mine are two ahafts, one the
·down-cast shaft for t1le fresh air to
..entel·, and the other the np-cast shaft
for thc foul air to leave the mine.
N ear the bottom of the latter a fire is
burning so as to eause an upward

.<1rltught. 'Ve descended the mine in

.a cage down this shaft; the cage will
bold eight at a time; it hus no sides
·except one i'lil along two sides only
'and two raUs above to cntch hold of.
After the cage is a ahort distance down
·it plunges into pitch darkness, nndthis
·combined with the smell of smoke and
hot air is not very inviting. The depth

-of this shaft is 450 feet.

At the bottom we were each provided
'with a talJow dip, and a lump of dirty
-clay served as a candle-stick, (I may
'mention that this m.ine is a safe mine,
,that is, there are no explosive gases;
'130 Davy lamps al'e not needed). We
-were th~n standing in a passage about
:six und a half feet high und twelve
-feet broad: one of the chief miners then
iled the way while we folJowed. Suddenly
:as we turn a corner nearly aU the lights
-go out on account of the draught which
is a,lways to be found at corners. Now
we had to descend a narrow and steep
passage only about foul' feet wide aud

five high with .coal-dust slush up to
. our ankIl!s: it was dißieult to keep om'

feet, and impossible to stand upright.
The fUl'ther we got down the higher
the temperature became and at the very
lowest point, which was five hundred
feet down, we were an pel'spiring.

It was here that we first saw the
miners at work, usua11y two together,
dl'essed in trousers and boots onl)", und
sitting 01' lying in smaH holes in the
wall, level with the floor, and picking
away at the conl, nnd prepal'ing places
ready for blasting with dynam.ite.

We lJOW started on the return journey
to the eage, and took a. different passage
which we hoped would be bettel' than the
oue thl'Ough which wa came; but alas! it
was far worse. It was for the first plU t

a very steep iucline aod very muddy:
the ceiling was lower than three feet
six in places, auu it was very narrow
and winding. The chanees were JOU
would dab yonr dip (and pel'haps YOUl'

head) against the jagged ceiling, and
then, if ~'ou were behind the rest, JOu
were in total darkness, and this is not
pleasant in such a passage as I llUve
uescribed, and less pleasant still if you
have no matches. However, we 1111
reached the bottom of the shaft in
safety and saw one 01' two trucks loaded
in thc eage: and then we went up the
same waft as the Olle we came down.
The pleasantest thing was yet before
ns in a sbed elose by, namely a gool!
wasb.

We tben went iotö tbe wioding­
engina house, in whieh is a huge beam
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~mgine for rIllSlng find lowering the
eage; and thc man who drives it has
io take grell.t care not to over-wind, 01'

ihc rope which lifts the cage might
break, and the result would be--! !!

E. R. GEORGE.

FORSAN ET H.<EC OLIM

MEMINISSE JUVABIT.
SIR,

"It is to Old Boys" that you "appeal"
for contributions to your Xmas Number.
The School did not "taach" me "my
Alphabet" (even Greek), nor "instruct"
me "in the rudiments of grammar." I
learnt thes~ at a gl'eater and (pace tua)

-even bettel' schooI, "M.erchant Taylors"
~n the City of LOlldon. But I owe a
great deal to Johu Roysse's School,
besides my Scholarship to Pembroke,
which was the first of those that carried
110 Fellowship with it. And what I
ehiefly remember with gmtitude is, that
the Sixth Form (and I was never in any
-<>ther) were always obliged to follow thc
lesson at School Prayers in their Greele
Testaments. That habit Iaid thc foun­
dation of my present kn:>wledge and
appreciation of the original of the N C\V

'Testament. I have neVer lost the habit
-<>f ahvays referring to the Greek for
homiletical and devotionIlI pUl'poses.

lf this were the only debt I owe the
School it is a heavy one, and the best­
way I can attempt to r~pay it is by nrging
'Present boys. to get, and then kep.p,
--familiar with their Greek Test. If any
ooys have Holr Orders in view, I would

also urge them to keep up their Latin.
It is a miserable thing for a Priest to be
unable to usa a Latin Commentary, and
so to be confined to English ones. It is

• a grief to me now-n.-days to find so very
few men, even of my own profession,
,vIto can under"Stand 01' recognise a
quotation from the Ars Poetica, which
might indeed be termed the Ars
Hontiletica. People are accustomed to
dilate on the beauty of our English
Collects. But they are" not a patch "
upon the Latin originals. Latin is tne
Ianguage of devotion, Il.nd no one who
bas once got used to it will go back to
Euglish for his own uevotions.

I remembel' Dr. Strange well. MI'.
Cballen (? ChaUis) uscd to interpret his
1110tto und initials" Perseverando W.A.
S." "by persevering we aH succeed."
ClIas. R. Honey was also a lllaster in my
day; he is now a Priest in Bants. When
I got my Scholarship .r had to walk to
Oulham Stlttion -1;0 telegraph tbe news
to my pal'ents. That was in 1854.

I was confirmed atSt. Helen's. The
School sat in a hideous gallery on the
south side of the Church. That was of
course long before the Ohm'ch was
restored. We laad an ei~bt, a safe old
tub (t.be keel-less bont hud not eome in
then), und nsed to row up to Nuneham.
I often think of those days as I cross the
rivcl' in the train. We used to bathe in
a back stream, of course in pU'ris natur­
alibus. Dr. Str;tnge was ver! particular
about· his finger nails, which be con­
tinually tl'immed as we .stood l'ollnd his
desk toconstl'ue. And now and then
he would say, when he was angry," I
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the Cambridge colours lowel'ed on the
15th inst.

The Soccer XI is still rar from being
settled. The difficulty seems to be about
the half-back Hne, and changes are
constantlybeing made in thecomposition
of the team. But there is still pleoty
of time before the inter-varsity contest.

Your l'eadel's will doubtless be glad of
a few remarks about Pembroke, beillg,
as it is, in many ways conuected with
the SchooI.

The Robinson Fonrs revealed the fact
that we have plenty of promising
material for the Togger next term.

The Soccer XI has played very few
matches this term, and only in the Cup
Tie with Exeter have we had anytbing
but an " A. "team. Tbe Rugby XV is
not so good as it was last year.

It is pleasing to note so many Old
Abingdonians np here now.

A. W. STEVENS is still at Wadham
and keeping up his form at "Soccer."

J. E. MONTGOMERY is secretary to the
Pembroke College" Soccer" club.

O. J. COULDREY l'owed in the "Eight"
last summer, while H. HUGHES was in
the wiuning Robinson Foul'.

C. B. GOOD has been coxing and W.
B. PRESTON rowing in the B.N.C. Fours.

C. P. B. MONTGOMERY rowed in the
winning Keble Fonl' ihis term.

In conclusion let me express the hope
that the School will continue to swell
our numbers up here as it is doing at
the present time.

I am, Sir,
Yours truly,

OLIM ALUMNUS.

OXFORD LETTER.
Monda.y, Dec. 7th.

Deal' Sir,
It gives me very great pleasure to be

able ooce more to write to yon abont a
few events up here which I think will
be of most interest to your readers. I
I'efer to the athletic side of Oxford life.
First and foremost as it always has beeu
considered iu Val'sity spheres comes the
river. The Coxwainless Fours were
rowed abont the middle of term. Balliol,
University, New College and Magdalen
ware the only eotries, thc two former
winning their respective heats. In the
final Balliol easily defeated University
by two lengths. The rowing was pel'­
haps not quite np to the usual standard,
but it mnst be noted that the river has
been in a ftooded state most of the term
and there has been a full streamrunning
which naturally must have impeded
practice somewhat. On Saturday last
the Trial Eights were l'owed over the
usual course at Moulsford. The race,
which was decided in a thick fog,proved
very one-sided, G. C. JamE:'s's crew
wiuning by two and a half lengths.

With regard to the Rugby XV, there
ia no donbt that they are quite a good
eide on iheir day, though, maybe, a trifte
inconsistent. In spite of their fine
record I should not b~ surpl'ised to see

have other duties besides forbearance;"
bnt I do not remember much calling
going 00.

GEORGE D. NICHOLAS,
Vicar 0/ Olewe1' St. Stephen.

(for 30 years).

L_.__ . _
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seHOOL NOTES.

The annual school dltnCe is to be held
-on Dec. 14th, and the concert on Wed­
~esday, Dec. 16th.

Obituary: on Dec. 4th, at Neath,
Glamorganshire;

Adam Poyntz Blandy,-aged 30.
The Master amt Goverors of Christ'tl

Hospital, as Trnstees of the Provost
Charity, are offering scholarships at the
school. ThA EXllmination for the first
of these will take place on Dec. 18th
and 19th, and the successful candidate
will join the School next term.

Our best thanks are due to the Prin­
cipal of Cnlham College for his gift of
It Bible ·for the Lectern in the Chapel.

We have also to thank MI'. W. H.
Richardson,for presenting a book upan
U niversity Cl'icket Matches to the
Library. ,

It is a pleasure to welcome School
Song composed by Mr. W. H. Richardson
anel set to music by M.r. Young. It is
to be sung for the first time at the
Concert.

We give with this number the final
list of the Contributors to the Ne~
Huildings Fund, and on behalf of the
School \~e present our heartiest thanks
to nll who have contributed towards it.

Onr best congrat~lations are due to
J. G. T. West, O.A., on his election to
the office of Mayor of Abingdon.

Weare glad to note that P. L.
neacon has been elected to play for
Bel·ks and Bucks, and also' for the
Casnals: and that G. S. Deacon has
been selected to play for Berke and

Bucks Juniors, and that in the ,match
agllinst Oxfordshire he scored foul' goals.

O. J. Couldrey- coached, and H.
Hughes stroked~ the winning Robinson
Foul' at Pembroke College, Oxford: C.
P. B. Montgomery rowcd bow in the
winning Challenge Foul' for Keble Col­
lege: and W. Bate Preston rowed bow
for RN.C. in the final of their College
Fours. '

Thanks to Mr. West and his election
to the Mayoralty, wo enjoyed our
usual half-hoHday this terlll; and as he
is an Old Abingdonian, a quarter-hoH­
day has been promised for next term
also.

We congratulate O. J. Couldrey on
his two very clever drawinO"s wbich. ., ,
appeared in the "Varsity."

T. F. Bowman bus been ploying fOI"
St. Catherine's College, Cambridge, bothi
in "Rugger'f' and "Soccer." He als()
appeared as, p. Hawk in the chorus of
the " Birds" of Aristophanes.

The older boys attended an excellent
I~ecture on the Crisis in Macedonia~

which was delivered in t1le Corn Ex­
change in November.

On Advent Sunday the following boys
wcre confil'med by the Bishop of Oxford :
R. F. Baker, E. ll'. Beny, W. A. Gib­
bings, I. E. Griflin, R. T. Hewer, D. L.
King, A. W. Miller, H. L. Neligan.

The following have been awarded
their football colours :-V. Adams A, .
A. Brown, H. L. Crudgington, ,C. E. C.
Graff, P. N. Graham, H. G. Habgood~

H. S. Mathias, A. W. MilIer, T. S.
Wilding. -

I

...d
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ADDITIONAL BUILDlNGS FUND.

TWELFTH & FINAL SUBSCRlPTION LIST.

MI'. Ross~Bal'kel'has kindly offered an
English Literature Prize, open to the
Schaol, the subject being, "Th~ Poets
of the fil'l:lt fifty years of the nineteenth
century."

Tbere was one new boy at half-term,­
D. L. Risdon. L. J. Anns, Form V,
left nt half-term.'

Amount predouslyacknowledged .•
Messrs. Rant & Bnrgis

.Mr. A. W. Morland (2nd donation)
lnterest on Abingdon Schol.i Clock

}<'und

.OU Abingtlolzian.

~ s. d.
3.718 -010

5 0 0

J 1 0

o 1 I

CHAPEL FUND, 1903.

Balance from old fund
COLLECTIONS.-

First Sunday, Summer Term ­
Trinity Sunday, Dedication Service
First Sunday, Michaelmas Term

DÖNATI')N.-

J. Tomkins, Esq., Jun., O.A.

~ s.d.
17 3

Z II zr
16 3 9

Z 2 S

1 1 0

Messrs. Baylis & Co., Printing for
Dedication Service

Messrs. W. Birch & Co., Chairs
Mr. J. G. T. West, Carriage of Chairs
Bahnce in hand

~ s. d.

15 6

17 1 6

IS 7
3 13 01

&pd THOMAS LAYN~

H. L. CRUDGINGTON, Senior Pr.efect.


