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EDITORIAL.

THE Abingdonian has now been in
existence a year-not a long time

certainly, but still long enough to en­
courage some of our friends to become
annual subscribers, and to falsify the
predictions of one or two amateur
prophet~ who foresaw an early end to
our undertaking. Wehave not only
exceeded the number of issues allotted
to us by the most optimistic of our Clitict!l,
but we have sucoeeded (contrary to our

expectation) in selling them; and though
\Ve can hardly as yet call tbe p!1per a
financial success, still it is something for
one so young to be able to boast that
it is able to subsist without parental
assistance.

On our return from our bolidays we
found another exemplification of the old
proverb that "it is an ill wind that bIoWB

no one any good." The wet weather
which we had for Beven weeks more or
less anathematised in language forcible
indeed, but still fit for publication, had
been distinctly favourable to the growth
of grass. We had some idea of starting
haymaking on our account, and deluding
ourselves with the idea tbat summer was
here at last; but recollecting that how­
ever ably om' hands wielded the editorial
pen, they had little experience in the
management of the scythe, we dismissed
the idea and adopted an easier method
of lidding ourselves of the grass. We
went to a farmer in the neighbourhoQd
and asked him to turn some sheep
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into the playground. This he ~~dly
consented to do, after we had convib('ed
him that. the attraction which sh~ep'had
for smaU boys, was not irresistible, as he
supposed, hut would readily yield tJ the
persuasive influence oi' t.he Captain of
FootbaU's boot. The sheep are in aU
appearanee enjoying aperiod of ealm.
and uninterupted bliss.

Instead of the praetiee gameswith
which the football season usually begins,
the school team played three matches on
cODseeutive half hoIidays with the 'fown.
The reason for this deviation from the
regular eustom, was that the '1'0 wn XI.
will have to play their first ronnd in the
Junior Cup ties in a few days, and their
captain wanted to get his men togethel'.

. We wish them ever~' sneeess, and hope
thl1t they will bring the cup in triumph
to Abmgdon.

; The games were most enjoyable in
themseives; hut of the conduct of a
.portion· of the spectators we think that
we .may jnstly complain. It is only fair
to say that by such cries -as Knook 'em
down the players were themselves utterly
unmoved, but engaged as 'Ve were in a
friendly '~ateh, we naturally feIt some­
what aggrieved by the jeers and cries
incelltive to' violence with whieh the
roughs preserit followed the eourse of
the game. If this rougher element
cannot be reached by any moral suasion,
at any rate a Iarger attendance of the
bettel' sort wouId go far towards putting
an end to astate of things whieh is
really a disgraee to the town.

AbingdoD Fair has come and gone.
But far it this paper wauld have appeared
earlier by some days. Its attraetions
have proved too powerful for many of

our contributors; and since wa have no
printer's devil at our beek and ealI, w
have 'heen compelled to do aU th
badgering in our own person. It was
no doubt the fulfilment of our editorial
duties (for we~new where we should find
the delinquents), and not the "sou.nd of
revelry 1>y night" that brought us out
from. our sanetum, &nd Iured us on to .try
the delights of the switchbaek, 'and
to view theperformanee of Failst,
anglicised not merely in name. Arid
now" we have returned to our labour
and solitary lamp, mOl!1'entes .. stultolJ
praeteriisse dies..

, we congratulate the Goverllors of
. ChriFlt'S Hospital for having at last pu~ a

gate at the entranee to onr drive, and
such an one. We aU wondered whether
we had not made a· mistake on" the
evenirigof Septembel' 21st, when arri:\'i.ng
back from the holidays in the dusk of the
evening \Ve were faeed with this magni­
fieellt strueture, sul'lliounted by a lilerjßs
of concentrie ell'eles, a' perfeet example
of geometrieal drawing and technieal
education. Perhaps the Governors chose
this desi~n intentionally. We hopeit
will receiv~ bettel' treatment than the -oId
one, whieh had to fulfil two eapadties,
its natural one, and its un-natUl'a19i1.e~

i.e., a publie swing.

We deeply regret that Mr. Kenny
ha9 left, after six years work amongst uso
He will be missed by us aU, espeeially
by the Iadies of Abingdon, for he was a
great favourite both on the river and the
tennis Iawn, being always a ready helper
and an amusing companion.

He has gone to Durham Univel'sity,
.and we lmow that all his fdends will join
with Ul!I in wishing him every suceesB.
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We cannot help re~retting that 01d
'Boys don't come and see us oftener,
they will be always welcome.

We noticed on Founder's" Day last
Term but a very few of even the faces
.familiar to us, we mean our contem­
poraries,-to filay nothing about those
unkllown to the preseut generation­
who apparently will not accept the
hospitality offered them on. that day and
the preceding, when the Old Boys' Match
and Boat Race come off.

We hope in future years they will shew
a more c1anllish spirit anel assist to pull
together for the good of their old
S6hoo1.

We regretted very mnch thc absence
ot the wife of our Head Master on
Founder's Day, espeeially" as it was
caused throup;h illness; but we are glad
to learn that after a tedious p~riod of
some months, Mrs. Cam has' returned
very much improveel in health, and
we all hope her recovery will soon he
complete.

We missed several familiar faces on
returning this Term, for seven of om'
number left last" J uly, including no less
than five members of tbe Football and
Cricket team. Töwnsend has gone to
Pembroke College, Oxford; Bennetts
has gone to S. Mary's Hospitai, London,
and Driverto the Hospital at J>ortsmouth;
Pryce has begnn to study the law, and
Shopland is rooking forward to a life of
ngineering. The other two, Baker and

Morley, seem at present to be taking a
holiday after the great, mental exertions
of school life. May they all turn out a
prosperous lot, and live to be a credit to
their old scboo1.

\Ve should like to let the Old Boys
know that the Reading Room Committee
has started a list uf. hOllorary members;
and some have alrcady availed them­
selves of this privileg;e. The TerrLinal
Subscription is within the limit of every­
one; consequently by their aid we hope
to be able another Term to increase
our papers and periodicals.

EXPERIENCES ON THE

CONTINENT.

" THE JOURNEY HOME.

We leftFreiburp; late. one Sunday
night: A larg;e anel sympathetic crowd
of 'Englishmen came to see Üs off, and
got into trouble (as we BubEleqnently
hearel) with the police. We were little
bettel' than beggars; but that is usually
the case with people returning from
abrol;\d: in fact, I have llever known
anybody come back from the Continent
without having to borrow his fare horne.
We had our tickets and a few pfennings
(about eight of which go to a penny)
bnt nothing more. We had made out
our planl;1 very carefully. We were to
go by train as far as Mainz; there wa
Mould have about two hours for break­
fast, befOl'e catching the boat which
was to have the privilege of conveying
He down the Rhine from Mainz to
Rotterdam. We had beenvery particular
about allowing ourselves plenty of time
for breakfast; wo bad detel'mined to
have (considering our slender means) a
very sumptuous breakfast ; and when..,
ever we woke from our fitful t;lumbers
in the train, feeling miserable, the
thought of that hl'eakfast cheered our

..
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hearts. It bappened, bowever, that some
specially malignant Fates were on duty
that day; or olse the fellow who looked
out the train had been hopelessly insane
at the time (as wa took care to tell hirn).
Anyhow we did notreachMainz till about
half-an-hoUl" after the boat was due to
start. We sent one fellow on at once
and told hirn to get hold of the Captain .
(u by any chance the boa~ had not left)
and detain him somehow; while we
ourselves stopped to looked after the
luggage. With great difficulty we got
hold of three ruflianly-Iooking bargees;
and putting them in charge of our
belonwngs, started for the river.. We
got there just in time. Our herald had
done his part nobly; he was a fellow
who was always telling stories W11ich
never had any point in them. There
was one particular story which he had
tried many times to intorest us in, and
had always failed signally-in fact he
never got bey(lDd a sentence or two
beforA we turnod hirn out. On reaching
the boat he made straight for the
Captain and at once began his favourite
story. The Captain was a polite man,
and at first was all attention. By degrees
however, he began to grow impatient,
"but our fricnd held on intrepidly. The
Captain tried to break in once or twice,
but the narrator calmly took hirn by the
button-hole-he had got a chance of
telling his story and he didn't mean to
lose it. The Captain stamped, and I
grieve to add,swore, but ~t was aIllost
on that eamest relatorof pointlees stories.
When we came up the unfortunate
navigator was on the brink of lunacy,
from which our timely an:i~al just saved
mm. .

So we started down the Rhine.. 1'he

Rhine scenery, especially from Bingen
to Cologne, is indeed beautiful,-for
details of which see Guide Books. It
seems a pity that such beauties of natur
should be thrown away, so to speak, on
such an unappreciative race as the
Germans. I once conver8ed with a
Germall about the beauties of the Rhine,
and I was at firstsurprised when he
agreed that th6 scenery was beautiful.
He went on, however, to say that tho
beauties of the Rhine consist in the
National Denkmal (a colol'lSal statue on
the light bank, near Bingen). "When
you have seen the Denkmal" he said
with fervour, "you have seen the Rhine."
This was charaeteristic. The Germane,
as arace, do not eare for scenery, but
they have a morbid love for Denkmals.

1'he Rhine after Cologne ia very
wearying-there is no scenery, nothing
but miles and miles of flatn"ess. I t was
a great relief to us wh~u we reached
Rotterdam and went on board. After a
somewhat rough passage wa reached
England and thus brought our tour to
an end. We were a11, on Oul' arrival,
more 01' lel'lS in rags and without money.
I had been obliged, through flheer
poverty, to corne horne in an odd pair of
boots, one lace, the othe1' ela8tic-side.
On reaching London I had not any
money for a cah or any such luxury, and
as it was about five in the morning, I
started to walk across from Liverpool
street to Paddington. I verily believe
that evel'Y boot black in London had
posted himself in my path aB I walked .
across-they made my very existence a
misel'Y-myhumiliatioD wasunspeakable.
~Ii! I had.~'t the courage to display my
'.delapida.tiona' to them. . I walked for
mHes trjing ~o· mde my feetaIl the time;
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OLIM ALUMNI.
H.

In continuing thc biographies of dis­
tinguished 80hoJars of Abingdon School,
I pass now from the pot}t and divine to
one who was a eourtier a:nd a trusted
servant of the crown.

I- went by. bye-laues and slums, but it
was uo use-go where I would I oouldn't
seape the ubiquitoUR shoa black. At

last, however I reaehed Paddiugton, and
in a few hours was at home.

Such were my experiences in the
Fatherland two years ago. Since then
I have been again in the Great Kaisar's
d,omiuions, and found his subjects no less
stolid, no less phlegmatic, but at the
same time no less good-hearted than
they were before.

SMI1'H, KT.SIR THOl\IAS

the head-mastership of Mr.ArgaU; he
afterwards proeeeded to Oxford, arid
in 1573 appears as a student of G'11rist
Church. He was admitted to the degree
of RA., 17th Dec., 1574, being then, if
my conjecture as to his baptism is correct,
above 17 years of age, which is q uite
reasonable, kllowing as wa d.o, that at
this period, "lads were allowed to
matriculate in mere 1;loyhood, at any
age between their twelfth and sixteenth
years." He was presented for, 01', accord­
ing to the then eurrent term, "licentiated"
to the M.A. degree, 17th June, 1578; and
in 1582, April 9th, was elected to the
office of Public Orator inthe University
which -post he held for twelve years,
resigning it on the 17th Ma~',1594. when
apparently, he was a resident at Green­
wich. In the meantime he had also, in
1584, served the responsible office oE
Proctor, and "about that time," says
Wood, "he being esteemed a religious
and discreet gentleman, was- made secre­
tary to that popular Count, Robert, Earl

Sm 'l'HoMAs SMITH was a native of of Essex, who ,had an especial respect
Abingdon, but his'parentage can hardly for him." In 1591, the G"hanceUorship
it seems, be determined with certainty. of the Uriiversity became vaeant by the
" God and himself," says Fuller, "raised death of Sir Christopher Hatton,and the
him to the eminenoy he attained unto, election being fixed for Dec. ~7th, Smith
unbefriended with any extraction ;" but either went 01' was sent to Oxford on the
Wood, writing at a later period, declal'es 7th, in order, as he himself says in a
that he " was born of sufficient parents," letter to Dr. White, "to make Proof how
and I ventureto assume thathe was that this University standeth affeeted to my
" thomas ye son of thom'" Smythe," who Lord:" and finding that by far the
appears in the register 'of St. Helen's as greater number of electors were disposed
christened on the 26th Oct., 1556,and was to support the eandidature of the Earl of
possibly related to the 'l'homas .Smythe Essex, he straightway wrote to Sir
who was mayor of Abingdon in 1567/8' Robert Cecil, Secretary of State, ae-
It is on W ood's testimony that we ar~ quainting him with this fact, and begging
'informed of bis having beeIl "educated him to "maintl;tin both the Liberty of the'
in grammar learning in the Free School Universityand theLove ofthe University
founded by Joh. Royse,"probablydUrlng Men towards to his Lordship." The

j;L-;(A~'Yr"'-, .' ''h"'J I/J'.~;-' .~ c<' ''':.«Jc>",.. ~1-L 4-k;;~ .t"M..y 11~ ./:,(1.'/ N I:, /.si~,/t:
,.''1 ,. ", • ",l' ,....' IV l' '. ""'" ~L·U,,l.iI l (, C/ 'I i;'f·· " atrJ p:;;.. -;:(;:.,\,~~~....... ,'t ;,..,,' ( "/ C 'i~l.._ ~. - ~"- u--
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minority, however, possessed superior in­
:B.uence at Court, and tbe resnlt was, that
notwithstanding tbis majurity in favour
of the Earl, Thomas Sackvi1lE.', Lord
Buckhurst, was chosen by letten! from
the Queen, to the great disappointment
of Lord Essex, who, wliting to Ceeil
on the 23rd from Ronen, whithe1' he had
gone with the forces sent by Elizabeth
to the aid or Henry IV., deelaled that
be "had üved too long to be 80 dealt
withall by her he held so dear."

Ml'. Smith was still holding his post of
private secretary to Lord Essex in 1593,
bis patron being then Lord President of
the Couneil, and between this date and
1596 his services were rewarded by his
appointment as one uf tlle Clerks of tbe
Privy Couneil, whieh llceessarily brought
birn into direet comlllllllieation with tbe
the Queen. 111 Ma~T, 15tl7, he was em­
p.loyed in Ql'awiug up t~ schedule of
tbc sea and land f'ol'ces or the kingdom,
for a secon,l Armada bad set sailfor
Englnnd, ouIy howcvel', like thc first, to
be wrecked and dissipated by the stürms
of the Bay of Biscay.Ful'ther promotion
now a,vaited hirn; on thc 30th Sept., in
this yeal', he received a grant of the
office or Clerk of the Parliament for life,
~th a fee of 1::40 a year, arid on the
aceession of James I was knightedat
Greenwich, with two other Clerks of the
Council, May 20th, 1603. In the same
year, (June 8th) a grant was made hirn"
"of grace especiaIl," or the office of
Latin Seeretary to" the :King, during
pleasure, with an annual stipend of
1::26 1313. 4d. and a subljlcquent graut, in
reversion after Sir Geol'ge Herbert, of
the offiee ofSecretal'Y and Keeper ofthe
Signet to the Couneil of the Nortb, "a
Co1;ll't set up in limitation of the Common

Law, and whieb wielded almost un­
bounded autbority beyond the Humber."

Sir Thomas had now al'l1ved at a eon--
" siderable position, and it is not surp1'ising .

that like many otbe1's both berore and"
since, ho should have begnn tothink of
of tbe acquirement ot property, and of
tbe advantag'es 1.0 be deL'ived from the
possession of a landed interest in tbe
eounb'y. Accordingly, we find that in;
1604, (Jun~ 9,) he obtained a grant for'
himFlelf and Edmund LasselIs, a groom
of the GllJamber, and their heirs, of the
Manor or Wing, in Rutlandsbire, aod
of lands in severnl ot.her counties,
and a little later (June 22nd), of the
parsonage of WresaU 01' 'Yressei and
otbers in Yorkshi1'e, and in 1608 alease
of· tbe farm and reeto1'Y of Uothfen or
Ratfen. in Wilts, from t.he town and
hospital of St. CroBJ'l, Winchester, besides
wbich, it appear~ froru bis will that be
bad acquired.va1'ious qt.het possessions.

11. was at tbis time that tbe IGng, in
tbe words of Dc Foc, " began (before
he had ltlamed quite .to forget his own
couutry) to project a more near Union
of the nations, as the only way to make
them- botb completely happy." Oom­
misSionars -were the1'efore appointed on,
both sides to treat Oll this proposal, and
being met at "Westminster, drewup
articles which were presented to His
Majesty, 6th Dec., 1604. Sir l'bomas,
as Clerk or tbe Upper House of Parlia­
ment, was appointed to attend the Com­
missioners, and there appears a waL'lllnt
under date 17th Deo., to pay hirn certain
sums of money for tbis service; but the
scheme,"· 'great as w(>re its advantages,"
created diffic111ties, and -\vas allowed to
lapse.
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The Clerks of the Uouneil had, it
appearp, lost some of their privileges,
espeeialIJ' tbe liberty of being preseut at
most Councils, and it was on this aceoullt
possibly tbat Sil' Tbomas had detcl'llJined
to dispose of his office a1. the Coullcil,
tben a eommon and aUowed praetice,
but in this instauee Ceeil, now Lord
Cranborne, had, apparently uuknown to
Sir 'Thomas, granted tbe reversion of the
post to MI'. (afterwards Sir Ralpb) Win­
",'ood, to tbe infinite chagrin of tbe
former, and aU the more, beeause Win­
wood, baving aecepted the reversion,
was aeting as resident represelltative in
Paris of Sir Henry Neville, tbe Englisb
ambassador, at this time absent in Eng­
land. 'Sir Thomas thereforo made up
bis mipd that if he was not to he allowed
to sell; be would press foi' Wiowood's
return, and be seems to have dOlle this­
with some success, for in Winwood's
M~morials (H. 198) there is aletter to
Winwood, dated 11th March, 1605, fl'Om
Sir H. Neville, who bad been trying t.o
~:pd ont why the formel' was to be re­
cr.lIed from employment, aud ,he sa~s :-

."Whi1st I wns in these doubts......I chaoeed to
me~twith Sir Thomns Smith in Westmioster HaU
iIi good leasure, aod fell il1to some speech wltb' bilD
about it: But no soooer had I nnmed it, but he
entered presently ioto a pnSsionatecomplaint of the
Wrang you had done hirn, first b1 aceepting the
Clerkship of the Couneill'wh<>n lw had opeocd his
PiJrpose to you of selling bis PlacE'. ",bereby be was
difappointed of thatintended beUl-fit; and since by
intcIJIosing yourseIf between nn)" othl;Jr a.ndtbe PInce,
thnt otherwise might be drawn into H, upon.l'retence
ofa Wrong to you ü nny Man should step before you:
so, ns he coneluded, lle was loc~t up in the Place,"
lInd foreed to be a Drugge in it, onIy to preserve it
fc!.r yon, who in thc mcantime enjoyed a Place of
Honourand Proßt."

Samuel Calvett, writing,to Wimvood
8J month later. (6 April, 160.5), says:-:­
•• 8irThomns Smith storms secretly, but he ca~ot

help hirnself. He ,vould faigllc havc pas8t'd his
omee to Mr. Jont's, which my Lord C'raoborue
percmptnrily crosseil. "
So it is elear that in the end Sir Tllllmas's
designs were substantially frustratecl.

In November ofthis year oecurl'ed tha
famous Gunpowder Plot, anrl·although
bis name is not mentioned in connection
with it, bis feeling- towards the con­
spirators is stronglJ' expressed in a letter,
dated Feb. 12th, 1606, to Sir Thomas
Edmondes, his colleague, who had been
seut over to Flandel's to watch the
proceedings of tbe Jesuit Fathels Owen
and Baldwin. He writes:-
"And for all others here, th!lt under pretence gf
consciencedo hnl'bour such evil affection to thc
State. it is pit,)· but thcirbe:uls werc ",here their heam
are-at Home; thnt thc hangmnn hert' might be no­
more troubled with them......ßut when all is done,
this bloodstain nnd m,;rk willnever !Je washed out:
of thc Popish religion." - . ,

At the beginning of .May, 1608, sit
Thomas, still retaining his Dlerkship of
tbe Council, was made Extraordinary.
Master of the Court of Requests,in wbich,
says Stow, (H. 630) "aU suit.s made',
to the King 01' Queen by way of petition
were heard and ended. 'l'his was a
POOl' Man's Court, because thera 'he
should have light· without paying
money," and in the margin hä writes ::..:..­
,; Sir Thomas Smith'll Commonweal;"
from whicb wa may judge, as indeed
will appeal' later, tbat tbc, good Knight
had great sympathy for poor 'folk and
Buch especially as were in perplexity 01'

distress. Whatever il'litation Sir 'l'homas
may have feIt at the loss of bis ba'l.'gain
with Mr. Jones, may b.:s taken to have
now vanished, for not only was be
advanced to bif;J new office, but such
being thc confid~nce reposed in him, he
was permitted to execute some part of
duties of Sccl'etary of State, to usa the
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worde of Sir H. NeviBe, "in going
between the King and his Lords in
ordinary mattere to ease my Lord." A
great honour, indeed, and nothing could
better show the esteem in which this
and his other public services were held,
than the fact that on t}le 20th of the
8l,lme month a grant was made to him of
a pension of ,;(100 for life.

This Memoir will becantinued in the next number,
whert it is pl'oposed to give an illustration af the manu­
ment to Sir 1'. Smith in Fulham Church, and afacsi­
mile ofhis autograph.

REVIEW OF THE GRICKET

SEASON.

Our Cl'icket season was brougbt to a
o1ose as usual by the Past v. Present
Match. We must aU have been especiaUy
glad to win this year, since it was gene­
rally admitted that the. team brought
against us was stronger than any that
has lately maintained the honour of the
"Old Boys." Out of the fourteen
matches the First Eleven played, seven
were lost, six won, and one drawn. So
although we can scarcely congratulate
ourselves on such figures, yet all who
have taken any interest in the efforts Qf
the team can but own that we were
attended by an unusual run of bad luck
throughout the season. To beg1.n with,
accidents, which we are glad to say have
been in late years rare 01' at least of no
serious consequences, this year deprive~

us of the services of two old members
of the XI., namely, P. H. Morland and
F. Bennetts, the former of whom was
onlyable to play in the first two matches
owing to an unfortunate accident to his

hand, whilst the latter was similarly
prevented from playing in one or two of
the most important. Secondly, out of
the seven matches we lost, one only
required 6 runs to turn the tide in our
favour, whilst in two others we only
appeare~ to reqnire a few more minutes
to bring about the same result. 'rho
batting was far and away the worst
feature of the E!even, but it was
satisfactory to see tbat three members of
the team, namely, N. A. Sannders,
A. P. Blandy, and R. Shopland stood
with the same whole number at the top
of the averages. The. Bowling was far
above aB expectations, three members
again, namely, F. H: Pryce, F. Baker
and W. 'I'. Morland, with averages
respectively of 4'16,4·31, and 4'73 being
at the top of the Hst with tbe same
whole number, and following them
appear the names of N. A. Saunders and
R. Shopland, with averages of 6'45 and
6·52. But it is due to W. T. Morland
and R. Shopland to state that they were
the two best bowlers of the Eleven, the
former taking more tban thrice, and the
latter more than twice as many wickets
as F. H. Pryce, who actually headed the
list. The fielding also shewed remark­
able improvement, and it is to be hoped
tha:t though so ge~erany neglected it
will in future be thought as worthy of
practice as batting and bowling. Of
the Juniors who equaUy divided their
three matches among losses, wins and
draws, little can be said,. but they
appeared to take a little more interest
in their own Cricket and also even to
have at heart the success of tbe actual
representatives of the Sohool on the
Cricket ground.
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CRICKET MA TCBES, 1891.

A.S.C.C. v. ABINGDON C.C.
'1'he first match of the year is seldom

productive of any big scoring and this
fixture afforded no exception to the rule.
Such a result ia easily accounted for
when we take into con8ideration the fact
that wehad not lang re-assembled and
consequently had been able to get but
little practice. Pryce wou the toss and
the school batted first, but the innings
was more 01' less a procession to and
from the wickets, for Saunders (13) alone
reached double figui:~.sand the total only
came to 40. -

On taking the field we at first made
up to some axtent for our pOOl' batting
display,and a~2 wickets fell for3runswe
seemed still to have a chance of winning,
but alas I the 3rd wicket put on 37 runs
and tbe innings eventually realized 73.
Our fielding was on the whole good, and
two smart catöhes 'I\'ere brought off by
Mr. Hodgson and W. L. Russwurm. W.
'1'. Morland captured 5 wickets for 19, a
very good performance. Going in to
bat a second time we compiled 34 for 6
wickets cbiefly by the ~idof Mr. Hodgson
(not out 11) and ßennetts (9).

A.S.C.C. v. READING SCBOOL.
A close finish always ensares an

interesting match, and a 'tie' was the
result of this fixture played at Reading.
Of course a win would have been
preferable, but the n€!xt best thing to a
win is a 'tie.' Besides we showed signs
of improvement, and if we did not com­
pile a big score, -at any rate three of the
team got into double figures. Pryce
again won the toss and elected to bat
first. In the early part of the innings

Bennetts (12) and. Saundel's (l5) lJlayed
steadily for tbeir runs, and later on
Blandydisplayed vigoroushittingpowers.
The rest did not da much and the total
only reached 56.

Tbey began badly and lost 6 wickets
for 32 but the' tail • played up well und
when the last man came in the scores
were level, but he was soon bowled and
so the match was left drawl1. The
wickets were divided between Shopland
and Morland, the former securing 4 for
13, the latter 6 for 12.

A.S.C.C. v. '1'HAME GRAMMAR
SCHOOL.

We certainly had bad luck in losing
this match, for if tbere had been a few
more minutes left for play in t1e second
innings we should probably have scored
a win. Our opponents won the tass and
were kind enough to put us in. Of this
piece of charity we did not avaH our­
selves much and only' put together 55,
towards which Bennetts contributed 10
and Veysey 13, the latter playing very
steadily and carrying his bat out.

Thame then responded with 69, but
Deane who was top-scorer with 22 wa.s
missed by the wicket-keeper before he
scored, and this was not the only catch
dropped. On going in again we played
a forcing game at which Russwurm
showed himself an adept and knocked
up 21 in a very short time. The score
reached 74 which left them 61 to get
in 50 minutes. In this time wa only
succeeded in getting eight of them out
for 49, and so lost the game by 14 runs
on the first innings. _...,; '.

A.S.C.C. '!'. .A,BINGpON 0.0.
We looked for r.evenge and faund
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none, for in this return fixtllre wa
su:ffered defeat bv 35 runs. The Town
bad a great adva'ntage in hatting first,
and a11 things considered 85 was not
stich a very big total. Towards tbis
Wright contributed 19 and Ely 2~, hut
the latter had several lives given hirn.
W. T. MOl'land was the most successful
bowler, capturing 6 wickets for 32 runs.
When thc. schoal went to the wickets
the bowling of Wl'ight and Dandridge
was too much for t.he majority of t.he
team, and hut for MI'. Paul anel Sbopland
wbo each made 13 we should have fared
badly indeed; as it was the total reached
only 50 01' 35 to the bad. In tbeir
2nd attempt our opporents put together
81. Morlalld again did weIl in tbe
bowling, and his record for the match
was 10 wickets for 60, a performance
for which he deserves great prnise.

A.S.C.C. t'. READING SOHOOL.

At last. we' come to a vjctory, and a
substantial one info tbe bargain. For
this happy result we have chiefly_ to
thank R. S. Shopland who, in addition
to batting weU in both innings, captured
altogetber 10 wickets for 31 runs. A
word of praise is also due to Blandy for
bis invaluable batting at a critical point
in the first innings.

Play commenced at 11.30, and conse­
quently there was time to play the matoh
right through. The sohool batted first,
and wickets fell rapidly, 6 being down
for 24, then Shopland and Blandy came
togetber and raised the score to 48, just
doubling it. Tbe innings c10sed for 68.
Our opponents made an even worse start
than ours, and at one time 8 wickets

. were down' for 13, but the lastwicket
gave a lot of trouble and camed the

score to 37. Shopland's bowling analysis
was 13 for 18. Our Recond innings was
chiefly notewol'thy for tbe free hitting
of Shopland (18) and tbe capital cricket
of W. T. Mor1and, whose 15 was his
first double figura contIibtition of the
seaaon. Our total strangelyenough came
to 68, exactly the same as in the previous
ventme. Reading were thus left with
exact.1y 100 to get, ltnd of this number
they only succeeded in compilillg' 39,
and but for the carefnl batting of TeUer
(a somewhat diminutive player) tbey
would have collapsed altog-ether. Shap­
land tbis time secured 4 wickets for 13.

A.S.O.O. v. HAGBOURNE 0.0.
This match was certainly an instance

of cricket under difficulties. To begin
with it rained hard during our dtive over
there. and this rain so damped the ardour
of the Hagboul'llians that they they did
not turn up till some time after 3 o'clock;
and secondly the grass in the field was
so much standing hay. For aU thlS the
game was a fair1y enjoyable one, and the
only drawback was our defeat by 6 runs.
Our opponents took first innings and
compiled 50, towards which. Holt con­
tributed 27 including 2 lost balls, and
MI'. Baker who is doubtless remembered
by many old Abingdonians was next
, top' sco1'er with 8.

The batting display of the majority
of our team was feeble in the extreme,
the on1y redeeming f~ature being tbe
splendid attempt by w.. L. RUElswurm to
save the ga~e. This liatsman at one
time rot 5 twos in one over, and
altogether ~as creditedwith 17 outof44.

A.S.C.C.ti:Mr. C. E. SIMPSON'S XI.
On Monday, July 6th, our old friend

Mr. Simpson who -was staying in the
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town got us a half-holiday and bronght
up a team to play the sehool. The team
included three of tbe masters and several
members of the TOWIl XI. MI' Simpl:'On
won the tOSR and took first inniugA, tbe
main feature of which was the batting'
of H. Short, the 'l'own man, who canied
his bat rigbt tbrough for 4H, made witb­
out any real chance8. MI'. Hodgson
also batted weil for 12, and Mr. Kenny
stayed in a long time for 11. Pryce Was
the most successful bowler, his four
wickets only casting hirn 10 runs. The
less said about onr batting the bettel'; _
-no one reached double figures and the
total only- came to 40. We had of course
to follow on, and tbis time f'howed to
'much more advantage, as after 5 wickets
bad fallen fOl 25 Russwurm and Bennetts
-got together and fairly collared the
bowling. They I'aised the score to 51
and were both not out at the eall of time.

- A.S.C.C. v. 8. JOHN'8 8CHOOL.
The first of our annual matches with

tbe above scbool fell through owing to
·reasonS given in ourlast number; tbe
second- we won by 29 runs on the
first inllings. The 8ebool batted first
and the outlook was not very promising
at the beginning, as five wic~ets fell für
19. Howover Sbopland (32) and Blandy
(25) onee more came to thc reseue and
took the sc·ore from ] 9 to 69; too much
praiAe cannot be given t hem for their
fine batting, which certainly won us the
match. Shopland especially displayed
excellent cricket, his driving on tbe off
side being very vigorous. 1t is worthy
of notice tbat not a single .extra was
given away in this innings.

'l'he batting of our opponents does
not can for lUuch comment and was pOOl'
in the extreme. -The firSt 8 ,vickets went

down for 24, hut the last men gave some
difficulty alld at one time it seemecl just
possible that they might after all ereep
up to our total. 'l'his bowever was not
to be, alld the last wicket fell at 49•.
Tbe bowling was divided between 8hop~

land a.nd 8aunder8, the former being
credited with 6 wickets for 24 and tbe
latter 3 for 12. On going in again wa
compiled 30 for the loss of 6 wiekets
and then rain stopped the game. Blandy
was again to the front in the batting,
and his 15 included a prodigious hit to
square leg for5.

A.8.C.C. v. HAGBOURNE 0.0.
Encouraged by their victoryin the previous

match the Hagbournians alTanged areturn
and cameto Abingdon. This time, however,
they were defeated by 4 wickets. They won
the toss, and as their first wicket did not fall
tili23 had been telegraphed they seemed to
be in for a fairly big score, but the others
failed to du much and the total only reached
47. Morland is to be warmly congratnlated
on his fine bowling performance, namely
7 wickets for 13 runs. On the school going
in to bat,: 9 wickets fell rapidly for 31,
but Pryce and Baker played so weil that
amid intense excitement the score was raised
to 48, when the former was bowled for 9.
Being thus behind on the first innings our
opponents tried a hitting game and quickly
knocked up 46 for 4 wickets, towards which
Holt contributed 17. We were thus left
with 46 to get. Mx. Hodgson who went in
first" quickly hit 2 fours and a three, and 20
went up for 2 wickets. Two more men were
out at the same total, and when 6 were out
for 28 things looked serious. But Pryce
and Shopland then knocked off the runs
and much ·praise is due to the latter for hiS
15 not out.

A.8.C.C. v. TRAME SCHOOL.
We amplyrevenged ourselves in this

return future, for t.ime alone saved our
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opponents from a single innings defeat. We
had the advantage of first innings on a run­
getting wicket, and making full use of it
hoisted the century for i;he:first and onIy time
throughout the season. The scoring was
very con-istent, no less than Hve members of
the team securing double figures, namely,
Hlandy (26.', Morland (23), Russwurm (17),
Saunders (14), and Haker (13). Thame
replied with 51, a larger score than seemed
likely when 4 wickets had fallen for 7. . We
were lucky in getting Oorbett their best bat
run out when be was weIl set and had made
16. Morlanu tuok 4 wickets for 15, and
Haker the same Dumber for 16- In the
follow OD they did DO bettel' and at the call
of time had made 42 for 7 wickets, Oorbett
being not out with 14 to his credit.

A.S.C.C, v. WAN'rAGE 6CHOOL.

Wrfltchedly low scoring was associated
with this match played on our ground On
July 18th. Wantage went to the wickets
first, and fhe whole innings was merely a
p'rocession nom the pavilion to the wickets
and the score onIy reached 21, of which
Holloway made 10. Morland obtained 6
wickets'for 7 runs! ,Our display was very
little better and 6 wickets fell for 12 runs,
but Blandy and Baker put a better asp!let
On the game and the score reached 34. In
their second attempt they did much better,
and put together 61. Shopland was dead off
in this innings and got hit about tremen­
dously, which helps to explain their success.
Morland secured 4 wickets for 26, and Baker
3 for 7. Thus we had 49 to get, and to the
surprise of all a regular I rot' set in and
the whole team were actually dismissed lor
for 10, and at one time 7 wickets were down
for 3 runs.

A.S.C.C. '0. WANTAGE SCHOOL.

This was the last regular school match
of the season, and we were especially
anxious to score a win, but were unable to
do so~ This time we had the advantage of
batting first but failed to make use of it
and were dismissed for the poor score of 44,
towards which W. T. Morland contributed

Ir. Our opponents replied with 49, of
which no less than 19 were byes, and in fact
no one could be found to save them though
several were tried. In the second innings
we began well and scored 37 for 3 wickets,
so that had not the rain wasted so much of
the time we nright have won after all. It
maybe 'mentioned that in both these
matches thc Wantage team included O. B.
Hayden, 'an I. Old Boy" both of Abingdon
and Wantage SchooIs. •

PAST v. PRE~ENT.

This match is always looked forward to
with interest and generally proves one of
the most interesting of the season. This
year the task of g~tting up the 11 Old Boys"
team was de~utedhoA. H. Lewis, last year's
captain. :ij6 did bis work admirably, and
brought an XI. which was matched to a
nicety with the school team. Play com­
menced at 11 ~30, and the school had to take
the Held first. Most of the I Old Boys'
seemed to have lost some of the skill which
they must doubtless have possessed when..
they playod for the schooI, for we got them
aU out for 33. J. W. VeJ'sey displayed his
old power of getting runs, and was top
scorer with 13. Eveu this small total was
too much for the present boys who were
dismjssed for 24, the top score on the side
being no more' than 6. T. E. Hodgson
secured ä of the wickets and A. H. Lewis 4.

Luncheon seemed to have a prejudicial
effeet ou the bowlers, and on l'esuming the
batsmen fared mueh better than before. In
the 2nd innings 01 the Past, A. B. Morland
was top seorer with 19, and bis brother
G. Morland came next with 7. The last
wicket fell at 51, and the school were thus
left with 61 to get to win. Grave doubts
were felt about the performance of this task,

, but it was in the end aeeomplished. Wickets
fell rapidly at first but when 5 weredown
for34 Baker joiued Bennetts,and these
two considerably altered the appearance
of the game. Still 6 runs we_re wanted
when the last man went 41, and it seem,ed
all over when Mallam and Veysey showed a
bold front and by hitting a 3 eaeh won the
match amidst intenseexcitement by one
wicket.

[Back nnmbers may be obtained eitber from tbe Secretary or the Printer, W. H. Hooke.]

William H. Hooke, Printer, Harket l'lace, AbingcUm.


