
A Celebration of Rugby at 
Abingdon School



1st XV 1928 ςthe year rugby was re-introduced,  
George Sinclair, front row second from left, became 

an MP and a Governor of the School



Rugby at Abingdon in the 1930s



Playing on Waste Court Field in the 
1930s



Abingdon Rugby 1930s



1935 - the inaugural OA London Rugby 
XV.  



The captain, Flight Lieutenant Dennis Healy DSO, was 
shot down over Murmansk in September 1942 



Roger Morewoodbecame a Battle of 
Britain pilot



Signalman Kenneth Corbett went down with HMS 
Fidelity in the mid-Atlantic on 1 January 1943



Pilot Officer David Wardlowwas shot down 
over the North Sea on 4 April 1940



1st XV 1936, Hugh Lunghi, captain, was a 
Russian speaker and translated for 

Churchill at Yalta, Teheran and Potsdam



Hugh Lunghi, centre, with Field Marshal 
Montgomery and members of the USSR military



The coloursbadge that used to be 
worn on School rugby shirts



Aerial view of the School in 1938 showing rugby posts 
on Lower Field



1960 ςrugby posts on Lower, Upper and Waste 
Court fields



1951 1st XV ςGeoffrey Crockfordback row third 
from left



1952 1st XV, coaches Donald Willis and Joe 
Talbot 



1953 1st XV, the first year the team wore striped 
shirts ςwere they cerise and white?



1956 1st XV, the captain was Jonathan 
Buckland



In 1957 Jonathan Buckland played for the 
English Schools Rugby Football team in the 

match against France 



Common Room 1957



1958 1st XV



1st XV 1959



1st XV 1960 ςJohn Bunceback rown
third from left



1st XV 1966, coach Harry Eden who 
played for Harlequins



1968



1968 1st XV versus the OAs



1974



1975



Common Room 1975?



1979



1st XV 1979, coach Jon Gabitass



1979



1979



1979



1979 ςfinal whistle



1979 ςJohn Madgewickand Barry 
Burles



1979 ςJohn Slingsby



1979 ςa familiar back view on the side 
lines



1979 Neil Edwards in the Radleymatch



1979 ςthe Radleymatch



1979 ςtry!



1980 ςguess who?



1980



1980


